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Welcome New  
Members: 
 

Claire Mills 
Shelly Stewart & Roy 
 Stoltenberg 
Joyce Osborn 
Mike Macon 
Joe Castillo 

 Brad Fisher has been on the Museum Board of 
Governors since 2012 and has now accepted the job of 
History Research Center Coordinator, replacing Sherry 
Blake. With Brad’s IT experience and his interest in 
photo scanning, he is the perfect fit. Brad is no stranger 
to the Society. In fact, it seems to run in the family. His 
mother, Sandy Fisher, has been a board member since 
2009, and his grandfather, Leonard Ruoff, was also a 
board member and active in helping to identify the huge 
collection of Museum photos. Currently, a new display 
of “Ruoffs In WWII” highlights Brad’s grandfather and 
great-grandfather Henry Ruoff’s family service—both 
father and son registered for the draft.  
 

Brad Fisher, HRC Coordinator 
Hours: 

Tues.—Fri. 9 am to 2:30 pm 

A History of Family Service 

Note from  
the President 

 
 I only have one 
thing to say this month 
and that is to encourage 
folks to attend our 
event on June 25. For 
more than two years 
our organization has not 
had a membership 
event, such as the 
Lamplight Dinner or a 
Soup Luncheon. Since 
the shutdown, we have-
n’t had any of our 
monthly evening pro-
grams. As I have men-
tioned in previous 
newsletters, there has 
been a dedicated group 
of volunteers keeping 
things going. Now that 
things are opening up, 
we  want  to welcome 
back our members and 
visitors for a reopening, 
dedication, and memo-
rial ceremony.  
 

Chuck Holland 
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How A Collection 
Was Born 

 
By Sherrin Grout 

 
William and Almira Sleeper 

were the second owners of the Brainard 
house on the corner of Broadway and 
Green Streets in Columbia. They pur-
chased it from Mrs. Clementine 
Brainard, who moved back east after 
the death of her husband, Benjamin. 

William Osgood Sleeper was 
from St. Albans, Maine. He married 
Almira Foss in 1842. They raised sev-
eral children in Maine before William 
left for the gold fields of California in 
1851. He arrived in Columbia in 1852 and began mining. However, after a serious illness, he became a gold 
buyer instead. By 1855, William had transitioned to a banker, advertising as “W. O. Sleeper Banker.” In 1857, 
he gained a partner, Ambrose Hooker, and they advertised as “W. O. Sleeper & Co.” They did well enough to 
buy out the D. O. Mills & Co. Bank and moved into the Mills building on the southwest corner of Main and 
Fulton Streets. 

 William was firmly established in 
both civic and civil society. He joined 
the Masonic Lodge and founded the 
Tuolumne Bible Society. William was 
a member of the committee that 
worked on the 1858 incorporation of 
Columbia, was elected treasurer of the 
Tuolumne County Water Company, 
and was elected City Treasurer. 

 Feeling confident in his future, he 
bought the Brainard house and sent for 
his family, who arrived in 1863. A 
daughter, Nellie, was born in 1865. 
That year the family’s livelihood 
changed when the business failed due 
to a statewide economic depression and 
William’s generosity in awarding 
loans. A year later, his home was sold 
at a sheriff’s sale. 

 The family moved to the Bay Ar-
ea, where Nellie married Edward Eastman. They had three children: George, Ruth, and Alice. George Eastman 
married Barbara Jefferson. It is this marriage that resulted in the Eastman Collection of information about Co-
lumbia. In 1953, more than a hundred years after William Sleeper’s arrival to Columbia, George and Barbara 
Eastman visited the area seeking information about George’s ancestors.   

They were motivated by the discovery of a map in their family papers. From there, they expanded their 
research into a lot-by-lot, block-by-block history of nineteenth century Columbia, including families, civic and 
social organizations, and so much more.   

This is the collection on which researchers in the Archive in the Columbia State Historic Park depend 
weekly for answers to questions about Columbia. 

P36747 
Brainard House 

P37056 
William Osgood Sleeper 

P37067 
Almira (Foss) Sleeper 
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Museum Corner Medicine...Then & Now 

 Next time you are in downtown 
Sonora, drop by the 4th floor of 2 S. 
Green Street. A new TCHS exhibit 
is on display in the lobby, next to 
the Board of Supervisors Chambers. 
The exhibit is a study of what medi-
cine was like in the 1800s and early 
1900s, compared to the recent Blue 
Zone Project in Tuolumne County. 

 Many of the items in the dis-
play came from local pharmacies 
and doctors. “Tonics” or home rem-

edies were sold to gullible Ameri-
cans promising miracle cures. These “medicines” were occasionally dangerous.  

 In the early 1900s, among the most significant medical problem was the lack of hospitals and labora-
tories. In 1900, most surgeries were still performed in the home. The display highlights the various hospi-
tals in Tuolumne County—Sierra Hospital, Old County Hospital, upstairs of the Bradford Building (Dr. 
Bromley), Bromley Sanitarium, Columbia Way Hospital, Mother Lode Hospital in Jamestown, Standard 
Hospital, and the Hetch Hetchy Hospital in Groveland. 

 For those not familiar with “Blue Zones,” they are areas around the world where people live longer 
with lower rates of chronic disease. Researchers found that people in these regions live to be 100 years 
old at a rate ten times higher than in the U.S. In Tuolumne County, the Blue Zones Project initiative is 
funded and promoted by Adventist Health Sonora. The goal is to work with local leaders to make the 
county a healthier place to grow old. It is a community-wide approach to improving health in Tuolumne 
County. 
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Change in address or contact  

information?  
Contact Kathy Boone— 
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Farewell to Dan & Sherry Blake 


