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You are our partner in this 
life-changing work. Thank you!

 Founded in 1999 on a belief that everyone 
deserves healthy relationships, Domestic and 
Sexual Violence Services serves Carbon and 
Stillwater counties by providing life-changing 
services for survivors of domestic violence and 
sexual assault while supporting violence preven-
tion through instruction and mentoring for middle 
school-aged children through Power Up, Speak Out! 
 DSVS provides immediate and lasting support 
to 150-200 survivors a year, and all services are 
confidential and free of charge. In the 2020-21 
school year, Power Up, Speak Out! was taught 
in schools across Montana and in 22 other states.

This is DSVS

To empower those impacted by
violence and foster healthy 
relationships

Our mission:

Our Vision:
DSVS strives for the day when 
violence is no longer part of 
our lives

 It’s hard to believe it’s been a year. 
I’m finally starting to see some growth in 
myself from the super scared and paranoid 
person I was a year ago. I guess some things 
just take time. 
 Thank you so much for all your dedication 
to helping me and others like me. You’ve been 
such an incredible help as an advocate and got 
me the resources I needed just to keep moving 
forward and to know people cared. You were 
about the only person I felt I could trust for 
quite a long time. I still feel that way to an 
extent. Thanks for the time you dedicate to 
helping! 

A letter from a
former client
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 At DSVS we believe that everyone deserves healthy 
relationships. For all of us who work here, it’s not just a catchy 
tagline. It is central to our mission as we empower individuals and 
families impacted by intimate partner violence and sexual assault, 
and it’s why, in 2012, we launched Power Up, Speak Out! a 
violence prevention program for middle school students that 
teaches them the basics of healthy relationships.
 We are taking our message to new heights this summer 
with the installation of a billboard south of Red Lodge near the 
US Forest Service office. It reads, as you might guess, “Everyone 
Deserves Healthy Relationships.” The project was funded by a 
group of donors who wanted to spread a positive message while 
many visitors are in town and part time residents return. It can be 
seen by drivers as they head up Beartooth Pass, and will remain 
up through the middle of October. 
 Thanks to those same donors, you can also see our 
healthy relationship message all summer long at the Bear Creek 
Downs pig races at the Bear Creek Saloon where we’ve got a pig 
named “Don’t Call Me Babe” in the races. Like all healthy 
relationships, it should be fun! 
 Inclusion and diversity have been at the heart of the 
project from the start, and many locals stepped up to model for 
Photographer Merv Coleman, who created the composite image 
across the top of the signs. The campaign includes not only the 
billboard and Bear Creek Downs sponsorship, but also banners, 
posters and advertising, so keep an eye out for us this summer. 

 Sometimes domestic violence doesn’t fit a stereotype, 
but that doesn’t keep DSVS from helping when we can. A good 
example is Josh, a teen who recently showed up to school 
with a plastic bag stuffed with all his worldly possessions. He 
was assaulted by a family member and feared for his life. He 
did not intend to ever return to his violent and dysfunctional 
home. Facing certain homelessness, he told a teacher about 
the attack, she called the authorities, who alerted DSVS to his 
situation. 
 The incident happened within a few weeks of Josh 
turning 18 and not long before his high school graduation. His 
immediate need was for safe, temporary housing, which a DSVS 
advocate was able to quickly arrange. Since then, his advocate 
helped him find work that provided housing and also helped 
him get a driver’s license, open a bank account, and access 
long-overdue medical and dental care. Josh’s advocate also 
helped him apply for a post-secondary job training opportunity. 
He was accepted, and the program is expected to start later 
this year. Our advocate provided support during the criminal 
case that resulted from the attack and will continue to support 
Josh as his case proceeds through the justice system. 
 Thanks to your support, Josh is well on his way to 
independence, and he’s healing from the trauma of abuse and 
looking forward to a life free from violence. 

 “This is going to get awkward!” 
 That was the warning that DSVS Prevention Education 
Program Director Libby Johnson delivered to Red Lodge High 
School students as she introduced the topic of enthusiastic 
consent. Turns out what she was asking them to do was a silly 
activity, but it skillfully illustrated the importance of consent in 
our everyday lives and how to communicate your limitations 
and intentions. Though it had the students laughing, they were 
learning too. 
 The lesson was part of a five-week pilot program to 
provide healthy relationship guidance to high school students. 
The program is designed to build on the healthy relationship 
lessons introduced in Power Up, Speak Out! which is 
traditionally delivered to middle school students. Topics 
covered included: teen dating violence, abusive relationships 
and how to identify them, rape culture and the systems that 
support it, gender roles and stereotypes, bystander 
intervention, and enthusiastic consent among other topics. 
 The 10-session course, which included lots of hands-on 
interaction, role playing, and group activities, was well recieved 
by the students, and Power Up, Speak Out! educators are al-
ready planning to reach even more students next year. 

DSVS goes BIG with healthy 
relationship message

Thanks to you, Josh has 
hope for a bright future

Power Up, Speak Out!
Embraces the Awkward

Please join us for an open house 
Friday, Aug. 6 from 5-7 p.m.
1119 S. Broadway, Red Lodge

SAVE the DATE


