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Welcome as we gather together in the name of God!  Whether we are physically present 
with one another or gathering remotely, we know that Christ is truly present in our midst. 
 
Each Sunday, we will gather at 9:30am via Facebook Live on Trinity’s Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/Trinity-Lutheran-Church-Brewster-NY-160570420670756  
 
The service will be posted on our YouTube page 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEBfzqqPTuf8fe3PjPr21gA?view_as=subscriber  
 
If you know of others who are in need of signs of God’s love and grace, who are curious 
and/or questioning, who would like to experience the peace of Christ – please invite 
them to join us “live” and/or to visit our Facebook page or YouTube channel.   
 
If anyone needs to talk to someone amidst this time of anxiety, please feel free to contact 
Pastor Jen via the church office (trinlutheranoffice@yahoo.com) and/or her personal 
email (revjedyer1@yahoo.com). 
 
Our weekly emails are also posted on our website:  
http://trinitybrewsterny.org/wordpress .   
 
Precautions:  Wearing masks is optional for those who are vaccinated, but we ask that 
you continue to maintain distance if you are unsure of someone’s vaccination status as 
well as when you are around children not from your own household. 
 
Setting up: Set aside some sacred space where you are to worship and prayer.  Light a 
candle (or more), set out your Bible and/or a cross.  Spend a few moments in silence 
before you begin.   
 
 

Introduction:  Israel was dead—or so it seemed. God showed Ezekiel 
that, like dry bones restored to life, Israel could and one day would 
be restored to life.  
 
 
Check in: Please make sure that you have checked in with the usher that we may 
maintain our contact tracing list if it becomes needed. 

      

about:blank
http://trinitybrewsterny.org/wordpress


Prelude 
Andante in D W. 32 Felix Mendelssohn 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 

ADVENT WREATH LITANY (Hope) 
Every year we light candles as we prepare for the coming of 
Christ. 
More and more candles, more and more light, 
as we watch and wait for Jesus, the Light of the World. 
 
God of Promise, come into our darkness. 
Renew your hope and your peace in us, 
for you alone bring life out of death. 
 
Receive God’s promise of peace from Psalm 4: 
Know that the LORD has set apart the godly for himself; 
The LORD will hear when we call to him. 
 
Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 
We will lie down and sleep in peace, 
For you alone, O LORD, make us dwell in safety. 
 
Light the candle of hope 
 



“O Come, O Come Emanuel” ELW #257, vs. 2 
 
O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
Embracing all things far and nigh; 
In strength and beauty come and stay; 
Teach us your will and guide our way. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS  
O Lord of hope, You are the light that shines into the dim places 
of our hearts to bring hope and grace.  We pause in these 
moments, as we prepare to fully worship you, to name those 
ways in which we have not lived into the hope given through 
Christ. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 
Healing God, We come into this house broken and lost. We 
bring our worries and our fears. We bring the weight of having 
acted out in ways that hurt others, you, and ourselves. We 
wonder if there will ever be a time when light will find us. 
Forgive what we have done and left undone.  Renew your 
hope within us for the sake of the one who gave everything 
for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



God offers light and healing. God invites us into a new way of 
being. Despite our sin, God forgives. Receive and welcome 
God’s forgiveness, for you are made clean and whole again. In 
the name of the Father and of the +Son, and the Holy Spirit, we 
pray. Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN  
Awake, O Sleeper ELW 452 
 
Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, 
And Christ shall give you light; 
So learn his love, its length and breadth, 
Its fullness, depth, and height. 
 
To us on earth, he came to bring 
From sin and fear release, 
To give the Spirit’s unity, 
The very bond of peace. 
 
There is one body and one hope, 
One Spirit and one call, 
One Lord, one faith, and one baptism, 
One God who made us all. 
 
Then walk in love as Christ has loved, 
Who died that he might save; 
With kind and gentle hearts forgive 
As God in Christ forgave. 
 



For us Christ lived, for us he died, 
And conquered in the strife. 
Awake, arise, go forth in faith, 
And Christ shall give you life. 
 
Text:  F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984 
Music:  Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829 
Text © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #734594-A. 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.    
And also with you. 
 



 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of new life, You showed Ezekiel that you have the ability 

and willingness to restore Israel to new life. We ask that you 

restore us and this world as well, that Your new life will fill all 

with abundant blessings and gratitude. Amen. 

Please be seated 
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 
Children are invited to join Pastor Jen in the front as they feel 
comfortable in doing so. 
 
SENDING SONG:   
 
Love, love, God is love 
All who live in God 
Live in God and God in them 
And have eternal life 
 
(Tune: Row your boat; Herb Brokering © Augsburg Fortress) 
 

+ WORD + 
 

READING:  EZEKIEL 37:1-14 

 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by 
the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; 



it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, 
‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you 
know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say 
to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the 
Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 
you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 
‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the 
breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, 
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is 
lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I  



am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and 
you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you 
shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says 
the Lord.’ 
 
Word of God, word of life!   Thanks be to God! 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL: JOHN 11:25-26 
 
The holy Gospel according to John, the 11th chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord 



 
Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?’ 
 
The Gospel of the Lord  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
 

SERMON     Pastor Jennifer Boyd 
  
Please stand as you are able 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   
Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn ELW 242 
 
Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, 
For angels herald its dawning. 
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, 
Behold! The Child of our longing. 
Come as a baby weak and poor, 
To bring all hearts together, 
He opens wide the heav’nly door 
And lives now inside us forever. 
 
To us, to all in sorrow and fear, 
Emmanuel comes a singing, 
His humble song is quiet and near, 



Yet fills the earth with its ringing; 
Music to heal the broken soul 
And hymns of loving kindness 
The thunder of his anthems roll 
To shatter all hatred and blindness. 
 
In darkest night his coming shall be, 
When all the world is despairing, 
As morning light so quiet and free 
So warm and gentle and caring. 
Then shall the mute break forth in song, 
The lame shall leap in wonder, 
The weak be raised above the strong, 
And weapons be broken asunder. 
 
Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, 
Though dark the winter and cheerless, 
The rising sun shall crown you with light 
Be strong and loving and fearless. 
Love be our song and love our prayer 
And love our endless story, 
May God fill ev’ry day we share 
And bring us at last into glory. 
 
Text:  Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Music: Marty Haugen 
Text and music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #734594-A. 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, we confess our faith 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
We pause to humbly lift before you, O Lord, all those prayers 
for the church, the world and all those who are in any need. 
 
A brief silence 



 
Israel had so lost hope that it was as though they had died. 
Show us the places where we have become resigned and have 
given up—on our dreams, on others, on ourselves. Nothing is 
truly lost with you, O Lord. May bones reanimated be our 
reminder and our motivation to start again. Life-giving God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
In war zones, droughts and famines, disaster areas and places 
of mass persecution, breathe your spirit of life where hope has 
dried up. Use your people to minister to one another’s needs 
and to restore a sense of what is possible. Life-giving God, Hear 
our prayer. 
 
Bless the work of healers, caregivers, and all those who work 
tirelessly to find new treatments and cures for chronic diseases. 
Inspire them to discover what they never imagined could be 
done, and to use their talents for the benefit of many. Life-
giving God, Hear our prayer. 
 
Those who believe in you—even though they die—will live. This 
is a lofty promise, but one which you deliver to all who put their 
faith in you. Impart your healing to us all this day, especially... 
(pause) and those we lift up today, Emile, Mary, Joseph, Thom, 
Tony, Jeanette, Katherine, Lisa as well as those who have no 
one to name them and those who do not know Christ’s name 
Life-giving God, Hear our prayer. 
 



They who once were dead are now alive in you. We have no 
fear of death because we belong to you. Join us with the saints 
in never-ending praise to our loving and redeeming Creator. 
Life-giving God, Hear our prayer. 
 
Here other petitions may be offered silently, aloud or online in 
the comments. 
 
Pastor: Renew our strength and rekindle our zeal for your word 
and your work in this world, and make of us the living answers 
to prayer for the sake of all whom you love. Amen.  
 

PEACE OF THE LORD 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
(You are invited to share the peace with those who are with 
you, by commenting below as well as by calling or sending a 
message later to someone) 
 
Please be seated 
 

Offering  
Please be seated as the gift of music is offered for 
the glory of God.  Use this time as moments of 
prayer and reflection.  You are also encouraged to 
continue to share your offering with Trinity be 
mailing them to the church office or by donating 
online via our website:  www.trinitybrewsterny.org 
 

http://www.trinitybrewsterny.org/


Anthem:  
“There Shall a Star from Jacob Rise” Felix Mendelssohn 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 

INVITATION TO STEWARDSHIP/OFFERING PRAYER 
We gather as your people to honor and praise you.  May the 
gifts we share this day bring glory to your name.  
 
Out of dry bones, you can restore a nation to new life. Out of 
lifelessness you can create vibrant abundance. Take our 
humble offerings and make of them an overflowing blessing 
from which the thirsty may drink and the dead may find new 
life. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:  
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.  
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.   
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.   
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hope and dreams.   
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.   
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh 
 
In the night…do this in remembrance of me. 
 
With the bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling 
among us, full of grace and truth.  



We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.   
We look with hope for Christ’s coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus 
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.   
Come among us.  Bless this meal.   
May your Word take flesh in us.   
Awaken your people, fill us with your light.   
Bring the gift of peace on earth 
Come, Holy Spirit 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,  
Word of God incarnate,  
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.  Amen 
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
   and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
  



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God breathes new life into our lifeless souls and continues to 
feed us with grace and goodness. As we gather at this holy 
meal, we are revived to new life so that we might serve a new 
day as God’s faithful followers. Arise, come, and be renewed!   
Thanks be to God! 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
This is God’s table and all are welcome!  You will be invited 
forward by the usher; we’d ask that you wear your mask while 
doing so.  Pastor Jen will put the wafer in your hand and the 
assistant will give you a pre-filled cup of wine.  Please return to 
your seat before partaking of this meal of grace.  
 
 If anyone has difficulty in coming forward, indicate to the usher 
that you would like to receive Communion at your seat. 
 
Communion Hymn 
We Place Upon Your Table ELW 467 
 
We place upon your table, Lord 
Where you by grace have bid us dine, 
These tokens of our daily work, 
The food of life, the bread and wine. 
 
Within these simple thinks there lie 
The height and depth of human life: 
Our pain and tears, our thoughts and toils, 
Our hopes and fears, our joy and strife. 



 
Accept them, Lord; they come from you; 
We take them humbly from your hand; 
Put these your gifts to higher use; 
The holy meal that you command. 
 
Text:  M. F. C. Wilson, 1884-1944, alt. 
Music:  W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #734594-A.  

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in God’s grace now and forever.  Amen.  
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation 
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your 
people.  Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit that we 
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue 
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 

 

+ SENDING + 
 

Mission and Ministry Announcements 
 
The assembly stands 
 

BLESSING 
 



SENDING HYMN  
Hark, the Glad Sound ELW 239 
 
Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes,  
The Savior promised long; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 
And ev’ry voice a song. 
 
He come the pris’ners to release, 
In Satan’s bondage held. 
The gates of brass before him burst, 
The iron fetters yield. 
 
He comes the broken heart to bind, 
The bleeding soul to cure, 
And with the treasures of his grace 
To enrich the humble poor. 
 
Our glad hosannas, Price of peace, 
Your welcome shall proclaim, 
And heav’ns eternal arches ring 
With your beloved name. 
 
Text:  Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751 
Music:  Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #734594-A. 

 



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 
March in D op. 108 Felix Mendelssohn



Worship notes:  
 
Portions of the worship service has been adapted by Pastor Jen 
from the following resources:  
 

+ Advent wreath prayers (© 2013 Lisa Ann Moss 
Degrenia, www.revlisad.com);  

+ Introduction, Confession & forgiveness, Prayer of the Day, 
Prayers of Intercession, Offering prayer, Invitation to 
Communion (@Clergy stuff);  

+ Eucharistic prayer, Post-communion prayer (ELW);  

+ Invitation of stewardship (Pastor Jen Boyd);   
 
 

http://www.revlisad.com/


Music Notes:    

Christus is the title given by the composer's brother Paul to 
fragments of an unfinished oratorio by Felix Mendelssohn, 
published posthumously as Op. 97. The work was suggested by 
Christian Karl Josias von Bunsen, who compiled the German 
libretto from biblical sources. Composition began in 1846 and 
continued through Mendelssohn's last year. The completed 
portions include a tenor recitative relating Christ's birth, two 
choruses "Where is the newborn?" and There Shall a Star from 
Jacob Come Forth" using Philipp Nicolai's chorale "Wie schön 
leuchtet der Morgenstern", and a passion section ending with 
another chorale, Paul Gerhardt's "O Welt, sieh hier dein 
Leben". The first performance took place in 1852. 



Flowers:  Today’s altar flowers are given by: 

Ursula Morella in thankfulness to God for 
holding her hand and guiding her. 

 

TLC – Serving Schedule for Worship Services 

December 2021 

Date Time Assisting Minister Ushers 

Dec. 5 9:30 am Joanne Halbekath Charlie Germain 

Dec. 12 9:30 am Charlie Germain Connie Lanotte Boldish 

Dec. 19 9:30 am Kathie Ruhs Don Icken 

Dec. 24 4:00 pm Don Icken Lois Lawerence 

Dec. 24 8:00 pm Joanne Halbekath Connie Lanotte Boldish 

Dec. 26 9:30 am Ralph Rudolph Lois Lawerence 

 
December Birthday Wishes To: 

Helga Siebern, 12/02 
Robert Briggs III, 12/04 
Lauralee Ulrich, 12/07 
Meagan Beal, 12/12 
Marisol Langke, 12/12 
Cassandra Wise, 12/12 
Kevin Wise, 12/12 
Joe Bettcher, 12/13 
Susan Kolar, 12/15 
Freyja Smith, 12/15 

Vivienne Howard, 12/16 
Barbara Von Bargen, 12/17 
Tyler Lee, 12/19 
Susan Megaro, 12/19 
Karen Nicoletti, 12/19 
Tony Baggetta, 12/23 
Laurie Bell, 12/27 

 


