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Local youth theater radio drama provides community 

opportunity to grapple with prejudice 
 

The Laramie Project | Streaming online February 5-7, 2021 (ages 12+) 
 

KIRKLAND, WA– Studio East is honored to present the gripping play, The Laramie Project, 

as a radio drama, streaming online February 5-7, 2021.  

 

The Laramie Project tells the true story of Matthew Shepard, a college student, who was killed 

in October 1998 as a hate crime for being gay.  

 

“The theme of Laramie is evergreen in its relevance, to all of us as individuals and as a 

community,” Founding Artistic Director Lani Brockman says. “Hearing the verbatim 

testimonies of the citizens of Laramie unpack their experiences around this horrific tragedy 

allows us, the listener, the opportunity to sit in discomfort while we examine our own 

prejudices.” 

 

In the months following Shepard’s death, The Tectonic Theatre Project conducted interviews 

with citizens of his hometown of Laramie, Wyoming. The play, which will be adapted into a 

radio drama by Studio East, takes verbatim dialogue from real-time accounts to tell its story. 

“A deeply moving testament to the character of one small town,” says Director Zach Barr, 

“The Laramie Project investigates our collective responsibility in the face of tragedy and how 

each individual responds as that great work begins.” 

 

During the rehearsal process, students explored the history of the queer community in 

America, learned about the modern rebirth of radio dramas, as well as met guest artists who 

have first-hand knowledge of the creation of The Laramie Project and the Matthew Shepard 

case itself. 

 

The show will be available as an online radio drama February 5-7, 2021 with a virtual opening 

night gala on February 5 at 6pm. For more info and tickets, visit HERE. 

 

http://www.studio-east.org/
http://www.studio-east.org/laramie


The Laramie Project is presented by Jeremy Pollard, with Don & Merrily Dicks as Artistic 

Sponsors, and Will & Robin Ludlam, Mary Beth Binns & Jay Arnold, and Dianna Caley as 

Technical Sponsors.  

 

About Studio East 

Studio East Training for the Performing Arts was founded in 1992 to provide theater arts 

education for young people on the Eastside. It was founded on the belief that through the 

performing arts children can build confidence, and acquire leadership and teamwork skills 

while learning discipline, dedication and responsibility. Starting with one theater program for 

teens, Studio East has become one of the largest children’s theater training programs in the 

Seattle area. Today, Studio East serves over 60,000 people annually with a comprehensive 

program of drama classes, theater arts camps, Mainstage productions and live performances 

for children from ages 3 through 19.   


