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Carlton Earl "Carl" Anderson  
Dunbar High, Lynchburg (1965) 

Contributor 
 

 
 
Carlton Earl Anderson (1945-2004) was a 1965 graduate of VIA Group 1, Dunbar 
High School in Lynchburg VA. “Carl” was memorialized at the time of his death as "a 
renaissance man” who moved skillfully between music, television, theatre, film, 
nightclubs and concert halls in the U.S., the Americas, Europe and Asia. In his 
hometown, he achieved near-iconic status as one of its most accomplished native 
sons. Carlton was best known for his portrayal of Judas Iscariot in the Broadway and 
film versions of the rock opera “Jesus Christ Superstar” produced by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and Tim Rice.  
 
Following high school, Anderson sang at military bases across the United States as 
part of the World Wide Air Force Talent Contest and often returned to Lynchburg to 
tutor aspiring young artists at the Lynchburg Academy of Music. Anderson was cast 
in the film adaptation of “Jesus Christ Superstar” released in 1973 by director 
Norman Jewison, which catapulted his career with two Golden Globe nominations 
as "Most Promising Newcomer" and "Best Musical Actor. He was also nominated for 
the NAACP Image award. Some notable achievements of Carl’s, Grammy nomination 
for the song “Forbidden Lover” a duet with Nancy Wilson, appeared in the TV show 



“Hill Street Blues” and the movie “The Color Purple” (1985) as ‘Rev. Samuel’.  He also 
had TV appearances as ‘King Monroe’ on the Soap Opera "Another World" and guest 
appearances on shows such as "The Rockford Files," "Magnum P.I." and "Starsky & 
Hutch." Anderson and singer-actress Gloria Loring performed the duet "Friends and 
Lovers," which reached No. 2 on the Billboard Hot 100 chart in 1986. Carlton Earl 
"Carl" Anderson was a multifaceted entertainer and performer. On May 15, 2004, 
the Dunbar High School Auditorium in Lynchburg, Virginia, was officially renamed 
the “Carl Anderson Performing Arts Auditorium.”  
 

 
 

Dr. Claudius “CB” Claiborne 
Langston High, Danville (1965) 

Athlete 
 

 
 
According to several narratives, the Langston High School class of 1965 was the most 
honored class in the school’s 28 year history.  This class had 122 graduating “super 
stars.”  Two of the most honored students ever to attend Langston and other 
members of the audience were told the future is very bright for the Negro youth.   
Do you remember newspaper articles that use to say “you are a credit to your race?”  
Well, the wind has changed direction and “they” didn’t see it coming.  They could 
not do anything to discourage super achievers who attended a school premeditated 
to produce inferior citizens mentally and emotionally.   Can you believe, a stellar 
baseball & basketball athlete and honor student, Dr. CB Claiborne was invited to a 



reception at the White House after being selected as one of 121 “Presidential 
Scholars.”   The scholars were chosen as representatives of the outstanding 1965 
high school graduates. 
 
“CLAUDIUS CLAIBORNE, winner of a National Achievement Scholar, will enter Duke 
University in the fall to study engineering.   Ranked No. 1 in his Langton High School 
(Danville) class, the talented basketball player led his team to the finals in the VIA 
Group I State Tournament recently concluded at Hampton Institute.   Duke Cage 
Coach Vic Bubas said ‘Claiborne would be welcome to come out for the team and 
compete for a position.’  Should he make the grade, Claiborne will be Duke’s first 
Negro Basketball player.” 
Daily Press Newport News, Virginia Friday April 3, 1965; page 31 

 

 

Thelma M. Jefferson 
Peabody High, Petersburg (1967) 

Contributor 
 

 
 
Thelma M. Jefferson is a graduate of Peabody High, the first public high school 
established for Negroes in the Commonwealth of Virginia, class of 1967. 
To the children of the community, the old buildings on the campus of the original 
Peabody High School, which later became a Junior High and Middle School are just 



aging structures with boarded windows. However, their parents, grandparents and 
great-grandparents view those buildings with pride. 
 
It’s that pride that will help keep the history and legacy of Peabody High School alive, 
thanks to the efforts of Thelma Jefferson, the Peabody High School National Alumni 
Association, Inc. and the Peabody Academic Learning and Development Center 
(PALDC), which Jefferson works on as Co-Chair.  The organizations are looking to 
restore the original Peabody High School building on Jones Street, the closed 
Peabody Middle School on Wesley Street, and the Giles B. Cooke School building on 
the campus behind Peabody Middle School in order to create a Learning and 
Development Center and African American and Peabody High School history 
museum. 
 
According to Jefferson, “Our main objective is that we keep the legacy of Peabody 
High School alive.”  It is also with much pride that Jefferson worked tirelessly to have 
an historical highway marker dedicated and unveiled at the birthplace of Peabody 
High School in Petersburg.  Peabody Middle School has received a $28,000 donation 
and many academic enrichment items through the works of Jefferson and the Alumni 
Association. 
 
It is with much hope that the Peabody buildings will be brought back to life and 
remain a legacy in the City and the State. 
Thelma Jefferson, President Peabody National Alumni Association 

Petersburg Progress-Index News May 27, 2012 

 

  



Dr. Paulette Walker Johnson 
Peabody High, Petersburg (1969) 

Coach 
 

 
 
There are several Paulette Walker Johnsons, but there is only one Paulette Walker 
Johnson that is synonymous with Peabody High School and the VSU Woo-Woos.   It 
has been said by many, “never underestimate all that a VIA Alumni has to portion 
out to the world.”   Dr. Paulette Walker Johnson spent 35 plus years coaching the 
internationally recognized Virginia State University “Woo-Woos” Cheering Squad.  
While setting the standard for college level cheering programs, the Woo-Woos and 
Dr. Johnson have been featured on the BET television network, Urban Sports 
Network, ESPN and have had numerous appearances on locally based television 
stations and in Jamaica.  In the 1990’s the squad performed at a boxing match staged 
by the legendary promoter Don King.  In 1999, the Mayor of the City of Petersburg 
established “Dr. Paulette Walker Johnson Day.”   Dr. Johnson is noted as the first 
female athletic director in VSU history who coached the VSU softball team to win its 
first CIAA Softball Championship. 
 
 In the conference, Dr. Johnson was the first president and founder of the CIAA 
Cheerleader Coaches Association.   She is a 2003 inductee of the VSU Wall of Fame, 
and 2011 inductee into the CIAA John B. McLendon Hall of Fame. 
 
Morgan State University, Dr. Johnson’s alma mater, can be credited with bridging 
the maturity gap between her adolescent and adult life.  Below is a conversation she 
often shares: 



Dr. Johnson: “Are you a Diva?” 

Campers: “Yes ma’am, I am.” 

Dr. Johnson: “How do I know?” 

Campers: “I have a beautiful mind, a beautiful face, and a beautiful attitude all over 
this place. Diva” 

 
 

Dr. Gladys B. West 
Dinwiddie Training School, Dinwiddie (1948) 

Contributor 

 
 

Dr. Gladys West grew up in Dinwiddie County, VA as the farmer’s daughter with a 
dream to significantly exceed beyond what she could see.  The world has changed 
in ways that would have been virtually unimaginable when Dr. West walked to 
schools as the only means of transportation to children assigned to the schools she 
attended.  After graduating from Dinwiddie Training School at the very top of her 
class, she enrolled in Virginia State College (now University) to study mathematics.   
At Virginia State College she was privileged to sit at the feet of renowned 
mathematician Dr. Reuben McDaniel.   The VIA Heritage Association honors this VIA 
Alumna who dedicated her career to pushing forward the frontier of 
mathematics via a strong orientation towards research in the mathematical sciences 
by length of career, teaching youth, frequency of publication, and impact of her 
work upon the world. 



Mathematics has been a major component part that has suddenly made a number 
of previously unthinkable endeavors very possible.   From modern electronics to 
computers, smart phones, the internet, brain imaging and more, everyday life in 
2022 is vastly different from what it was when Dr. Gladys West and the vast majority 
of us were born. 

One of those technologies that has revolutionized our society because of this VIA 
scholar is GPS: the Global Positioning System.   From anywhere in the world, signals 
can be transmitted by a network of medium-earth orbit satellites to wherever your 
location is, pinpointing your position within twelve inches more than 95% of the 
time. 

                                         

Jacob “Jake” Wyche, Jr. 
Carter G. Woodson High, Hopewell (1958) 

Athlete 

 

Jacob “Jake” Wyche, Jr. was born and raised in Hopewell, Virginia.   He was number 
four of ten children born to Deacon & Mrs. Jacob Wyche, Sr.   Jake was the first 
student athlete to play on four championship basketball teams. 

 
During his junior and senior years, he led the Woodson Trotters in scoring, 
rebounding, and steals.   By the way, he was captain both years for the Carter 
Woodson Trotters. The team was rebuilding around Jake and one other returning 



starter.   At every opportunity, the team played an up-tempo game.   Throughout 
the basketball season, Jake had some really dazzling game performances.  Woodson 
opened the season on the road at Saint Emma Military Academy (Powhatan, VA), 
and Jake was the leading scorer for the game with 24 points.   
 
During the month of January 1957, he averaged 19.6 points per game with a high 
game of 24 points against the Southside Bears (Dinwiddie).  During the VIA Group III 
State tournament, Jake tossed in 42 points verses Jefferson High of Clifton Forge.   In 
the championship finals, he blistered the net with 28 points in a 70-55 win over Saint 
Claire Walker of Middlesex County.  The Group III State Tournament Committee 
recognized Jacob Wyche as the leading scorer and the most valuable player for the 
tournament.  
 
Wyche finished the ‘57 season by tying the Woodson all-time individual scoring 
leader with 42 points. The school’s history reveals that he has also become the 
second individual high scorer with 41 points against Ruthville High School. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



James “Jimmy” Hollins 
Jackson P. Burley High, Charlottesville (1965) 

Contributor 
 

 
 
James “Jimmy” Hollins was born on June 21, 1947, in the city of Charlottesville and 
was reared by parents who wanted the best for him and from him. In 1965 Jimmy 
graduated from VIA Group I, Jackson P. Burley High School in Charlottesville VA.   At 
Burley Jimmy was active in academics and extra curricula activities to include football 
and band.   After graduation he went to trade school and then into the United States 
Army where he served in Vietnam.   After discharge from the military he went to 
work for Amtrak from where he retired.   
  
Always curious and interested in his surroundings Hollins began to think about things 
that would improve the community as well as things to keep the spirit of Jackson P. 
Burley alive.   On January 27, 2007 four former Burley High School athletes, Donald 
Byers, Jimmy Hollins, George Lindsey and Beverly McCullough, came together to 
form the Burley Varsity Club.   The club wanted to make a difference in the 
community and wanted to give back to their former school which closed in 1967.   
James Hollins has been and still is passionate about not letting Jackson P. Burley 
be forgotten. Under his leadership, he has managed several events, programs, and 
fundraisers to keep and maintain the history of Burley alive.   One accomplishment 



that was well recognized was the building of a $90,000 Monument Historic Wall 
honoring Burley High.    
 
As Chairman of the VIA Heritage Association, Inc., Jimmy has lived up to the mission 
of the VIAHA, which is “to honor the rich heritage and legacy of African 
Americans in sports, academics, medicine, law, politics, music and other 
achievements under the direction of the Virginia Interscholastic Association 
from 1954 -1970.” 

 


