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POPULATION GROWTH 

Study graph A and complete the activities that follows; 

 

(a) Fill in the blanks using the most suitable words. 

 

Graph A shows the ___________ (1) population growth overtime. From the beginning of human 

history until 1800 the world population was growing at a ______________ (2) rate. It was in 1804 that 

the world population reached its first ______________ (3) people. From there until __________ (4) it 

start to grow fast. Since the 1960’s the world population has been growing _______________ (5) (very 

fast). In last 50 years the world population has increase to reach more than ____________ (6) in 2012. 

This rapid growth of population in a short time is described as population ___________ (7). 

 

(b) Answer the following questions as correctly as possible. 

i) How is the world’s population changing?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ii) When did the world’s population started to grow more rapidly? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

iii) Which category of countries experiences the highest rates of population growth? (Circle 

the best answer)           MEDCs       or         LEDCs 

 

iv) Why is ‘explosion” a good description of population changes since 1950? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Graph A 
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(c) Complete the following sentences 

 

i) Birth rate means…. 

ii) Death rate means… 

iii) Natural increase means…. 

iv) Population growth rate….. 

v) Population explosion…. 

 

(d) Study table B below and answer the questions that follows. 

 

 

 

(i) Calculate the natural increase of the countries listed in the table B. 

 

(ii) List the countries in table E by the size of their natural increase.  

        Put the ones with greatest natural increase first. 

 

(iii) What do you notice about the richer and poorer countries? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Countries Birth rate 

(per 1000) 

Death rate 

(per 1000) 

Natural increase 

(BR-DR) 

Natural increase in 

percentage 

(BR-DR)/10 

Canada 11 7   

UK 11 10   

Bulgaria 9 14   

South Africa 25 15   

Botswana 31 22   

Zimbabwe 29 20   

Mexico  19 5   

USA 13 8   

India  22 8   

Japan  8 10   

Bangladesh  20 6   

Table B 
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(e) Draw table C and from diagram D sort the things that affect birth rates and death rates 

into the correct columns. 

 

Birth rate Death rate 

High Low High Low 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(f) Read the short extract below about population growth to answer the questions that follows.  

 

 

 

Table C 

Diagram D 

Population is the number of people living in an area or country. Population is a very dynamic 

geographical element, it changes all the time. A change in population size is known as growth 

whether it is positive or negative.   Population size can change due to two important variables. It 

can change due to natural increase (birth rate and death rate) or due to migration.  The speed at 

which population change is called overall population growth rate. 
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i) List the main factors that causes population of a country to change. 

ii) State the natural causes of population growth in a country. 

iii) Give three reasons why countries such as Britain, Sweden and Italy has low birth rates. 

iv) Give three reasons why countries such as India, China, Bangladesh have high birth rate 

v) Give three reasons why countries such as Somalia, Yemen, Syria have high death rate. 

vi) Give three reasons why countries such as Seychelles, South Arica, Brazil have low death 

rate. 

(g) Study diagram E which shows the relationship between resources and population. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

i) Which letter in diagram E illustrates the term which is describing the relationship between 

resources and population. 

          Optimum population:  

          Over population; 

          Under population:  

 

ii) Describe the following terms; 

 

 Carrying capacity….. 

 Overpopulation…. 

 Under population… 

iii)  Australia and Canada are two countries which are said to be underpopulated. Describe the 

challenges these countries face for being under-populated. 

 

iv) Describe the impacts countries face for being over-populated. 

 

 

             1              2             3 

Diagram E 



WORKSHEET 1 S4 POPULATION & MIGRATION January 2021 

Population Growth   5 
 

(h) Study the diagram F showing the DTM to answer the questions that follows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Add the following information on DTM in diagram F. 

 

i) Draw the line to show death rate 

ii) Shade the main area that shows natural increase. 

iii) Classify the following countries in their correct position on the DTM 

       Kenya,  Australia, Amazonian tribes,  Japan 

2. Circle the best answer for each questions 

 

i) What does the Demographic Transition Model (DTM) shows? 

- Population change over time 

- Employment change over time 

- Changes in tourism over time 

 

ii) The three main factor that causes population change in a specific area are: 

- Death, birth and marriage 

- Birth, death and migration 

- Birth, death and life expectancy 

 

iii) At which stages of the DTM will show a decline in population? 

- Stage 1 -stage 2 - stage 3 -stage 4 stage 5 

 

Diagram F 
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iv) At which stages of the DTM will show birth rate falling? 

- Stage 1 -stage 2 - stage 3 -stage 4 stage 5 

 

 

 

3. Match the population pyramid with their correct stage on the DTM. 

 

DTM Stages       Population Pyramid 

 

 

Stage 1 

 

 

Stage 2 

 

 

Stage 3 

 

 

Stage 4 


