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I am back in Seattle after 3.5 months in Africa. I went to Kenya on February 10 with the intent to confirm a few 

student enrollment numbers and collect some stories to begin our “Every Child in School” sponsorship program for the 
Esukuta Primary School. What I learned when I arrived is a much more complicated, extensive, and troublesome reality of 
land loss, poor rains, hunger, the burden of school fees, an overall struggle of the Maasai of Rombo. For now, our focus 
will be facilitating school fees. 

Summer is nearly here, which means that the school year is nearly over for us in the northern hemisphere. But in 
Kenya, the 2022 school year has just begun, which is great for those families and students who have the means to pay the 
school fees. Unfoundedly, for so many Maasai in Rombo, Kenya managing and keeping up with school fees is impossible 
for an increasing number of families. This means many students are not yet enrolled, while others can expect to drop out 
before the term is over. As ADEA, we have already committed to supporting ten students who had dropped out halfway 
through their secondary studies. There is a high psychological and academic cost when a child attends school sporadically 
and is repeatedly sent home due to being behind in school fees. High school students who give up on school face lifelong 
consequences. For boys, they often leave the community due to shame and disappointment. For girls with no other 
options, they choose or are required to choose young marriage. We can eliminate such strain by supporting these young 
men and women for one, two, or three years. Please consider joining us in our efforts. 

ADEA’s primary aim for 2022 is to ensure that every child is enrolled in school. Beyond this, we are exploring 
ways to reduce school fees, improve the quality of education, support the poorest families, and establish a much-needed 
secondary and vocational school for the many Maasai who have lost their livelihood due to the loss of cattle and land. 

We are also planning ways you can be engaged beyond giving: safari tours, an English language camp, climbing 
Mt. Kilimanjaro, and a Rombo Run marathon. You can expect a Christmas catalog, the kind where you buy a goat and 
cow on behalf of a loved one.  

2020 and 2021 were blessed by your generous gifts to help provide emergency food during COVID-19 and the 
ensuing drought. The community is exceedingly thankful, but they still need help to have a hopeful future, and the 
education of their children is critical for this. By 2023 we expect to have a child sponsorship program. Now, we are asking 
you to join Rombo and ADEA to get every child in school as soon as possible. The more we receive, the more we can do.  

1. Support for a secondary student - $360 ($120 per term).
2. General ADEA contribution help families deeply in need, the local team, teachers, and a wide variety of

needs and costs that are a part of ADEA’s ongoing work to help communities and individuals in need. Our
Kenya director just texted: “We are in a very hard time, more than before.  Many people are crying for
food again.   More than 50 children never report to school this term.”

If you are feeling inspired to participate with a significant 
contribution, that will allow us to help many students and families 
immediately. If you'd like more details, don't hesitate to contact me 
at adeadouglas@gmail.com or call at 206.227.0082 in Seattle.   

Many thanks for your interest and support. Big things ahead. Stay tuned 

Douglas McFalls - ADEA Foundation Director 
Contributions are tax-deductible and can be made: 

www.ADEAFoundation.org 
Me with my team Mayuni (videos) & Saitoti (agriculture) or mailed to P.O. Box 45751 – Seattle, WA 98145 



The Forbidden Second Page 
It is highly encouraged to keep Newsletters to one page.  But there is so much to share. So read at your own risk 

The Shagalabagala Color Book* 
This will be the first of a series of  Early-Reader 
Book in English, Swahili, and Maa (the Maasai 
language) 

Supporting Early Literacy & Giving Before Asking 
These early readers are designed for use in Rombo 
and the whole world. Our intention is that children 
and adults around the world will enjoy and share 
these books, and also consider supporting our 
work.  They will be available on our website.   

Stay tune for: The Tortoise and the Chair, But a 
Maasai Always Has a Stick, A Lion and Her Boy, 
Mayuni Loves to Write, and more.  The book 
contains nine beautifully painted pictures painted 
by the Tanzanian artist, Charles Msoga. 

*Shagalabagala is the Swahili word for messy or
disorganized – a word which inspirited this style of
painting.

Spiritual Note: It’s been too long since I included this.

Life is not primarily a quest for pleasure, as 
Freud believed, or a quest for power, as Alfred 

Adler taught, but a quest for meaning. 

Forces beyond your control can take away 
everything you possess except one thing, your 
freedom to choose how you will respond to the 

situation. 
Viktor E. Frankl 

ABC for ALL Khanga 
– Our Teaching Textiles
Here a video that shares our latest “Check out an 
ABC for ALL textile” to teach whole families the 
alphabet and the beginning of writing and reading. 

Check out the video:  
https://youtu.be/4dg7SvGw2ew 

Welcome, Levi Wanyoike! 
We are expanding the ADEA team and have recently 
partnered with a brand strategist from Kenya to lead 
our communications department. So, we can expect 
much more dynamic engagement with you soon. He 
is wonderfully creative, experienced, and a really 
nice guy. He will be an asset to ADEA. 


