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Hello from Cape Town, South Africa, where I have set up home for three months to focus on ADEA's 2021 
Social Media campaign, get our website in order, push our early childhood learning initiative, and strengthen 
the ADEA Tanzania team who will join me to experience a cosmopolitan city and a diversity of museums.  

 
ADEA FND SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN 

SHARING WITH YOU, SO THAT YOU CAN SHARE WITH US  
 

ADEA's impact on children and their communities is growing steadily as our initiatives and partners' 
leadership ability grows stronger and our focus clearer. But our popularity and increasing impact require more 
financial input. So, we will be exploring social media approaches that will be educational, fun, interesting, and 
ideally beneficial to everyone.  

The MaKuYa Cultural Museum and Learning Center in Tanzania, the Maasai 
farming initiative, and the Esukuta Primary School in Kenya, need help.   They are 
woefully poor in cash but exceedingly rich in culture and stories of "their" Africa.  

I believe there is room for an exchange through Social Media: Instagram, 
Facebook, YouTube – blogs, videos, podcast, photos, and newsletters. We will share 
with you both the tangible and intangible heritage from here, and we will ask you to 

share with us your thoughts, questions, and 
donations. This should be a fun way to get what we 
need to renovate our new museum building, continue 
our museum work, develop children's programming, 
and keep our farmers farming, among other things.   

For a sneak preview, you will learn that lions don't eat women or 
children but protect them, that the people in Masasi eat grilled rats (four on a 
stick), that women sing to keep rhythm while grinding corn (different song 
for different numbers of women- it’s always women), and that for the 

Makonde the rainbow is really an evil snake ready to eat the unsuspecting.  So, stay tuned!!  
 

 
PILLAR OF MAASAI PARTNERSHIP - AGRICULTURE PROGRAM PROGRESS 

 
Since my last newsletter, the first official harvest for 

our Maasai PMD partners has come in.  Large amounts of 
beans were gathered and are now being dried.  The tassels 
on the ears of corn are turning brown, signaling it's time for 
their harvest too.  How many ears will they bring in on their 
first harvest?  Maasai traditionally never count their 
animals. Will they feel comfortable counting their ears of 
corn?  
I will find out.  This is what Benedict said: 
 
Traditionally, Maasai don't count their cattle. It is believed 
to be bad luck. If you do, they will die. Anything that has life 
should not be counted, or you will likely lose them all.  We 
don't know much about counting beans and corn. They are 
new to most Maasai since we traditionally only eat meat, 
blood, and milk. 



 
It was a drought that hit our area and killed almost all the cattle in 2009 
that forced us to eat other foods to survive.  
 
Most of the Maasai traditionally believed they can't work the soil. They 
suspected that it would cause them to completely lose their cows, goats, 
and sheep. Because God had gifted all cattle to the Maasai, to work farms 
would be ungrateful. 
 
Since we started farming last October, we were feeling as if we were out of place.  We see that farming is 
not easy. The weeds grow faster than the crops. But we thank Dara for educating us on very good farming 
methods. Two Maasai men have taken interest in our work after they saw us harvesting. 
Most of the Maasai are still waiting for God to return their lost animals.  In my view, farming is a way we 
can eradicate poverty for Maasai people in Rombo.  If all Maasai here can farm, food security can be 
realized. 

 
SOME COMMENTS FROM OUR MASTER GARDENER: 
 

Hello! My name is Dara Finnegan, and I have been the agricultural advisor on the PMD Garden Project.  
 
First, I'd like to say is how gratifying it is to work on this project with Benedict, our point man and 
gardener of the Maasai.  He has shown great initiative and has been more than willing to do this project 
for the benefit of his people. He and his team have accomplished way more than we anticipated for their 
first time ever growing a garden.  
 
The beauty of this project is that any monies invested in it have real results with people who are more than 
willing to learn to grow food for themselves.  
 
During the pandemic, with no ability to work any longer, this Maasai community was starving, and 
Douglas was able to raise monies to feed hundreds of the tribe for months. It was this that gave us the 
idea to teach a tribe that had never grown food before in their total history to plant an acre of rented soil. 
We have plans to expand. Always on the lookout for sustainability and innovation, we need donations to 
accomplish food security for this tribe. We hope you will join us in this endeavor. 

 
IN MY NEXT NEWSLETTER; LEARNING IN CAPE TOWN, THE NEW MaKuYa MUSEUM, AND 
OTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 
 
Support is needed to ensure that our partners get their wages and that our programs can grow. A one-time or 
monthly gift of any size would be a great help to us and our work. * If you are an Amazon shopper you can 
donate a % on Smile.Amazon.  ADEA is listed. 
 

Many thanks - Douglas McFalls - ADEA Foundation Director 
You can contact me at adeadouglas@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

Contributions are tax-deductible and can be made:  
www.ADEAFoundation.org 

 
*Many of us will be receiving unexpected stimulus checks this year.  Some of us desperately need them, but for 

others of us, it is a chance to support groups making positive change in the world. 


