
Maasai families in Kenya COVID-19 food crisis  - 6th report      
 
Mwatuni Ene Ntanin can now smile after having received food. Before she 
received food, she gave her children the false hope of a meal by pretending to 
cook in the evening - but in truth, she was boiling stones. "I put stones in a pot and 
boiled them until the children fell asleep without having eaten. The next morning I 
would cook tree roots for the children to drink. Then I went to nearby families for 
a handful maize flour to make porridge for my children." 
 
Dear Friends, 
 Your ongoing contributions have relieved the pain of desperate families, 
like Mwatuni's, who were unable to provide food for their children due to COVID-
19 lockdown policies.  Thanks to you, we have been able to eliminate the fear of 

starvation for more than 600 people for over three months.  Our current aim is to raise $2500 to provide basic 
food for the Maasai of Esukuta for two more weeks and to continue to pay the monthly wages of nine teachers 
as long as the schools remain closed ($1000 monthly). The current proclamation is for Kenyan schools to 
reopen in January 2021.  
 Together, we have been helping the most vulnerable Maasai families for whom survival was a challenge 
before COVID-19. Since mid-March, parents have been staying at home with their children. Adding to their 
difficulties, this time of the year, hyenas, lions, and elephants come close to homesteads in search of food 
endangering the children if left alone. Many mothers care for the children alone because the fathers have died or 
are in the cities looking for work. Those parents who work as casual farm laborers have been prohibited from 
doing so. Others cut and carry firewood to the town to sell to restaurants. It is hoped that government 
restrictions will loosen in August to allow people to work more freely again. Though this will not lift them from 
poverty, it will help them, once again, get basic foods for their families.  
 
School and Kitchen Gardens - a long term solution to hunger  
ADEA is currently developing a program to establish a drought-resistant school garden at the Esukuta Primary 
School. This garden program will include a curriculum and training for the staff, students, and community 
members. Not only do we intend for this garden to provide food for the students and school animals, but 
students and community members will receive training to start kitchen gardens in their homesteads to provide 
year-round food for their families and their animals. We are targeting being ready for the October rains to begin 
this program. 
Teachers help students study - As schools remain closed, ADEA has urged the teachers we are supporting to 
devise ways to keep the children studying. They have now organized clusters of homesteads to teach groups of 
the lower- and upper-level students multiple times a week across 
Esukuta.  The teachers have scheduled time with each cluster weekly. 
We aim to encourage the teachers and this program by continuing to 
support their wages as long as schools remain closed. 
  
This message from the program leader Benedict Kitaika is really for 
all of you as well, "Thank you, brother, for how far you have 
taken our community. Through you, we realized the work of God 
in human beings." 
 
“He who has mercy on the poor, happy is he.” Psalm 14:21b 
 
Many thanks - Douglas McFalls  - ADEA Director 
You can contact me at adeadouglas@gmail.com with questions. 
For more images visit: https://www.facebook.com/douglas.a.mcfalls 
Contributions are tax deductible and can be made at 
www.MaKuYaMuseum.org 


