
Maasai families are without food due to COVID-19 restrictions 
REQUEST FOR HELP  
 
Dear friends, 
 
 Kenyan COVID-19 precautions are severely impacting the 
Maasai in Rombo, Kenya, the location of our school. Schools have 
been closed, depriving our Maasai teachers of their slim monthly 
wages received through monthly school fees. Parents who work as 
day laborers are prohibited to work in the fields - those who try are 
treated brutally by the police.  
 
 This morning (April 28) I received a disturbing text message from the head teacher Esukuta Primary 
School.  Twenty-nine families connected to our school are in dire need of food - including our teachers. Some eat 
a single meal of porridge a day; others drink only tea; others say they have nothing. These families are large 5 - 12 
children and are mostly single parent families with fathers who have died, were killed working as security guards, 
or who have abandoned their homes due to extreme discouragement from the already challenging life of this 
Maasai community.  
 
 The Maasai of Rombo, Kenya have a unique plight as they have struggled to sustain their families and 
cattle since their government confiscated half their grazing land and access to fresh water springs to establish 
game reserves.  With lack of cattle they realized that their children could not continue their traditional lives.  This 
is when they approached ADEA for a school in 2005.   
 
 The three-year drought of 2006-2009 wiped out the 98% of their meager herds. My friend Grace had 200 
cows in 2006; she had one by the end of 2009. 
 
 Already living hand-to-mouth with many resorting to demeaning day labor jobs on farms or taking 
security posts in major cities, Corona virus related restrictions have left many families destitute. 
 

 Teacher Moines has no food for herself and the 5 children in her care.  
She looks for vegetables from the forest to make a single meal a day. 
With the school closed monthly school fees are not collected and 
teachers have not been paid since February. 
 
Naisandi Oiguanai has 9 children.  Her husband is elderly. She resorts 
to day laborer on a local farms earning between $1.90 and $2.90 a day 
when there is work to sustain her family. The government has prohibited 
all field laborers (even crops are dying for lack of care).  She has 
nothing to feed her children.   

 
 We will buy at wholesale and distribute corn meal (50 kilos) and beans (20 kilos) per family for two 
weeks for twenty-nine families at $50 per family. Likely this number of families will grow.  
 
 These families need food now. $1500 would provide them survival for two weeks. 
 
PLEASE CONSIDER CONTRIBUTING SOMETHING.  We are all suffering in some way from this pandemic - 
but few of us in the USA are starving.  
   
Many thanks and be safe, 
Douglas  - ADEA Director 
 

Contributions are tax deductible and can be made at www.MaKuYaMuseum.org 


