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Back in East Africa  
Greeting from Mtwara, Tanzania.  I made the decision to return to East Africa for 2.5 months for a 
variety of reasons, some too complicated to go into, but the primary aim of this visit is to see where 
things are with our MaKuYa Museum. This involves working with the ADEA team in Mtwara, 
considering existing and future programming, increasing the formalization of our museum, expanding 
website content (www.MaKuYaMuseum.org), considering partnerships with local schools and/or 
teachers, making our exhibits more educational, and exploring how can we best serve our increasing 
number of visitors.  And perhaps above all this, figuring out how to raise the funds required to remain 
open. 

The number of student visitors keeps growing 
I am guessing that last week (May 28 - June 2) was a new record for non-scheduled visitors to our 
museum. We had three days with 100+ visitors, with the great majority being primary school students 
(1 - 7 grade US equivilent).  Some walked about the exhibits, some played the drums and marimba, 
many listened to the GuideID audio programming, some played the Makonde game Dindingi in the 
front yard, some read the information tags, and a group of secondary school students were given 
geography learning activities in our "Kuijua Jiografia" exhibit.   These numbers are unusually high, but 
are part of a trend of growing engagement of student visitors over the past four weeks.  They come on 
morning breaks, on their lunch breaks, and they come after school (and I am pretty sure some play 
hooky from time to time to visit us).  When asked why they come, they say "We come to learn."  
  
We are very encouraged by these numbers, and the expanding popularity of our museum, but we are 
faced with challenges:  
• How can we manage so many student visitors? They like to touch things.   
• Can we raise enough money to increase our staff? 
• How can we improve and expand their engagement so that it is educational and not merely 

entertaining? 
 



     
 

   
 
 

 
Back in 2015 - Guide ID of 
the Netherlands was 
generous enough to 
contribute 5 audio devises 
for our museum to use as a 
part of a small research project to help non-reading visitors. 
 
The students love the audio-devices, and we would like to expand this 
programming. The components of sound, music, and stories are powerful.  
Though the audio banks hold 10 podcatchers - I only requested 5 - never 
guessing their popularity.  I will write to request more as they are valuable for 

recording the sounds of musical instruments and the stories of elders.   But for now GuideID provided 
them for no charge.  Will requesting more cost more? 
 
 

Museum 
Improvements 

We have added the Watermelon to 
the "Yanatoka Wapi" - "Where 
Does it Come From" exhibit as it is 
the only popular fruit found in the 
market that has its origins in 
Africa.   



Lots of kids means lots of touching. Today we have added ropes in front of some of our exhibits as an 
increasing number of items have been damaged due to young visitors inquisitive hands.   As funds 
allow we will increase our hands-on items that the students can enjoy touching as freely as they like.  
   

 
 
We are reducing our open days to Saturday only for 

the school holidays in June.  
Why would we shut down during such busy times?   
• To get organized, to catch up on overdue projects  
• To improve our systems of organization, research, and cataloging our artifacts to be more inline 

with international museums  
• To increase our website content  
• To conduct interviews with elders to collect their oral histories 
• To meet with teachers to consider an educational material partnership  
• To make repairs (and list those we cannot currently afford)  
• To consider ways for better management  
• To experiment with new programming (on Saturdays) 
• To write budgets and seek out funding sources  
• The students are on June break 
 
 



www.MaKuYaMuseum.org &  
Very Very Short Stories from Africa 

In April I launched a new website for ADEA that focuses on our MaKuYa Cultural Museum and 
Learning Center.   The intent is to raise awareness of our efforts and content, and awareness that will 
lead to financial support.  It is my hope that in time our website will be a source of information for 
school teachers in other corners of the world to expand student understanding of other populations in 
the world.   The site includes my weekly (or more frequent) blog postings I call "Very short stories 
from Africa" related to the museum, other experiences in East Africa, and the people of Mtwara (Watu 
wa Mtwara).  If you haven't seen it already, please check in out and Like it on Face Book. 
 

Bags and other 
product 

In an effort to 
generate funds 
for the museum 
we will soon be 

selling these 
bags made by 
our artisans. 

Some are repurposed flour bags from the market (very 
strong and light weight duffle and grocery bags) - the 
other is a smaller shopping bag or string pack with a 

hand block-painted design Ishi, Cheka, Penda (Live, Laugh, Love in Swahili).   
Orders will be taken until early July, brought the USA and sent to the buyers 
by the end of July.   Grocery and small duffle bags are $25 plus shipping, the 

large duffle bags are $35, and the book bags and string pack are $20.  
 
 
 
 

 
Spiritual note 

"The	  rain	  falls	  on	  the	  righteous	  and	  the	  unrighteous."	  	  Matthew	  5:45	  
How	  someone	  deals	  with	  it	  speaks	  of	  his	  or	  her	  core	  beliefs.	  

 
 
Sincerely,     Douglas,  Kupik i ta,  Olo ikurrukurr       

Educational Policy PhD fourth year student at Michigan State University 
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LIVE - ISHI  
LAUGH - CHEKA 
LOVE - PENDA 

   


