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MO U NTAI N HER ITAGE  

Alternatives to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®) 

 

Publisher’s Note: Many genealogical researchers rely upon ancestry.com 
(Ancestry®) for gathering information for their family trees. While it has proven to 
be a popular resource, it is not infallible and is dependent on contributors who are 
thrilled to include their family histories in the database whether their information is 
accurate or not. It is also subscription-based with a monthly fee required unless the 
site is accessed in local public libraries. 
 
 Census records and birth, marriage, and death certificates are the best records for 
research but not necessarily the easiest to find if the researchers do not live where 
their ancestors did. Various repositories such as our own Gilmer County Library in 
Ellijay, Georgia and the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah are in-
person resources with various books and anthologies available for research.  
 
In lieu or in addition to these options, family historians are now using alternatives 
like familysearch.org (FamilySearch) and FamilySearch Research Wiki; 
findagrave.com (Find a Grave®;) and online historical newspaper collectives to col-
lect information or verify the data found elsewhere. In this edition of Mountain 
Heritage, GCGSI members Ben Bailey; Barbara Dover; and Susan Noles will pro-
vide a synopsis and/or research experiences with each of these alternatives 
to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®.) 
 
In order to make this an ongoing feature, we invite members to contribute addition-
al articles of their personal experiences with other research resources.  Please email 
articles and illustrative photos to gilmergenealogy@gmail.com. The articles may be 
emailed at any time but the deadline for inclusion in the upcoming newsletter is the 
15th of the month prior to that newsletter’s publication date. Newsletters are pub-
lished quarterly on March 1; June 1; September 1; and December 1. 

See Alternatives to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®), page 2. 

Contributors: Ben Bailey; Barbara J. Dover; Susan Noles 

http://familysearch.org/
http://findagrave.com/
mailto:gilmergenealogy@gmail.com
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Alternatives to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®) 
-continued- 

 

See Alternatives to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®), page 3. 

 
 
My wife Eileen and I are Church Service missionaries for The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints.  We work on projects using the FamilySearch Research Wiki.  
 

Here is a description of the Wiki: 
 

"The FamilySearch Research Wiki is a free, online 
genealogical guide created and maintained 
by FamilySearch, a non-profit organization. It 
contains links to genealogy databases, websites, 
other resources, research strategies, and genea-
logical guidance to assist in the search for your 
ancestors. Articles included are locality pages for 
countries around the world and topic pages that 
include pertinent genealogy record types explain-
ing how to use the record, what it contains, and 
how to find it."  
  

As to FamilySearch itself, here is a description: 
 

"It is one of the most popular genealogical resources in the world. The site is spon-
sored by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and is free and available to 
the public. Since launching in May 1999, more than 150 million people have visited 
FamilySearch.org to learn more about their family heritage.  Visitors to Fami-
lySearch.org can search billions of digital images and indexes of records from all over 
the world. These records include government and church records for births, marriag-
es, and deaths; censuses; probate records, land records, draft cards; and so forth. 
Millions of new records are published on a weekly basis.  Many of the records on the 
FamilySearch website are indexed, making them 
easier to search. The indexes are created by vol-
unteers, partners, or vendors. Currently, there 
over 125,000 active indexers around the world 
who complete about one million names a day. 
Anyone can help with this effort, regardless of 
their age, religion, or technical background; all 
that is needed is a computer and an Internet con-
nection. The free online application is available in 
seven languages."  

Familysearch.org, A Free Resource for Genealogy Research 

Ben Bailey 

 

FamilySearch Research Wiki Home Page 

 

 

Find your families in the British Isles  
on familysearch.org 

 

https://www.comeuntochrist.org/
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See Alternatives to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®), page 4. 
 Using findagrave.com (Find a Grave®,) For Family Research 

 

 
I recently found out from a cousin, someone who has done way much more genealogical 
research than me and has written several books, that our mutual Great, Great, Great, 
Great Grandmother Jane Claypoole Osborn’s ancestry can be traced back to British roy-
alty. I had always thought that my blood had a bluish tinge to it, but until hearing this, I 
had attributed it to bad lighting. There was no reason to doubt this newfound infor-
mation as other Claypoole ancestors had written books detailing the lineage, so I 
grabbed my phone and texted my siblings. They were as excited to hear this as I had 
been, and I promised that I would create a timeline/family tree with photos and infor-
mation about each generation, going way back to our Royal ancestors, the Plantagenet 
Kings Edward I, Henry III, John I, and Henry II. My nephew was especially interested 
in hearing this as he was planning a trip to England, or what he called “The Mother 
Country,” so I had just a few weeks to get the timeline to him prior to his trip on the 
chance that he might have time to visit some of the graves or manor houses (castles) of 
our ancestors. 
 
But as I am a novice researcher and did not have consistent 
internet availability at this time, what source could I use as a 
starting point in this weighty endeavor? Obviously, I would 
use the two volumes of The Claypoole Family in America, but 
those books were only available for use in the Family Research 
Center of the Gilmer County Library. I needed something that 
I could access through my phone’s data, something that didn’t 
require a subscription, and something that was reasonably ac-
curate. I chose findagrave.com (Find a Grave®.) 
 
From the website’s “About” page: 
 

“What is Find a Grave®? 
Find a Grave® is the best place on the internet to look for burial and other final dis-
position information for your family, friends and famous people. The site provides 
tools that let people from all over the world work together, share information and 
build an online, virtual cemetery experience. At Find a Grave® you’ll find details 
about cemeteries and individual memorials for many people buried in those cemeter-
ies. Memorials generally include birth, death and burial information and may include 
pictures, biographies, family information and more. Members can contribute what 
they know and can leave remembrances via 'virtual flowers' on the memorials they 
visit, completing the virtual cemetery experience. 

Alternatives to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®) 
-continued- 

Using findagrave.com (Find a Grave®) for Family Research   

Barbara J. Dover 

 

The Claypoole Family in America 
Volumes I and II title pages 
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Our Goal 
Find a Grave®’s mission is to help people from all over the world work together to 
find, record and present final disposition information as a virtual cemetery experi-
ence. 
 

Who is behind Find a Grave®? 
First and foremost, you are. Thousands of contributors submit new listings, updates, 
corrections, photographs and virtual flowers every hour. The site simply wouldn't ex-
ist without the million+ contributors. When it comes to administrating, building, 
maintaining and supporting the site, there are dedicated Find a Grave® teams that 
help out on a daily basis. 
 

History 
Find a Grave® got its start in 1995 when founder Jim Tipton built a website to 
share his hobby of visiting the graves of famous people. He found that many people 
shared his interest and quickly opened the site for all individuals (famous and non-
famous) with a mission for finding, recording and presenting burial and final disposi-
tion information worldwide. Since then, millions of contributors have been entering 
memorials, photos, GPS locations, biographies and other rich content to the site. As 
the site grew, the community grew also. Find a Grave® houses the largest interna-
tional graving community in the world. In 2013, Find a Grave® became a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Ancestry® and launched a new IOS mobile app. The Android 
app was released in 2014. Ancestry®  redesigned the website and released it in Au-
gust 2018. The community continues to add and update memorials every day.” 
 
As with any site that relies upon volunteer contributors, there are always questions 
about the sources’ information and evidence, and it is up to the researcher to evaluate 
the data collection and confirm or deny it as true genealogical research. Many have 
found the site to be reasonably accurate, while others have found errors in burial sites 
as well as errors on the actual tombstones. Copying and pasting an obituary is deriva-

Alternatives to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®) 
Using findagrave.com (Find a Grave®,) For Family Research 

-continued- 

See Alternatives to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®), page 5. 
 Using findagrave.com (Find a Grave®,) For Family Research 

 

findagrave.com (Find a Grave® Homepage 
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See Alternatives to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®), page 6. 

tive, and unless you are actually in attendance at the funeral and/or burial and have 
death certificates, there’s not much to assure its accuracy. And then there are the con-
tributors and their motives. Are they doing this to document and honor a person’s life 
and death, or are they just looking to rack up a large number of added memorials as a 
competition? 

 

I used Find a Grave® as a springboard for birth, mar-
riage, and death dates and locations, as well as any bio-
graphical information and photographs that had been con-
tributed. The layout design made it easy for me to go back 
each generation, toggling between both maternal and pa-
ternal sets of parents. Then, using the search en-
gine Google®, I was able to find more historical and bio-
graphical information about the ancestors, more photos, 
and try to determine the accuracy of information 
from Find a Grave®. I did find some discrepancies here 
and there between the different sources that I sought, but 
nothing that affected the family line. 
 

 

I worked daily to curate the information that I found 
online, and then used Microsoft Publisher to create a 62-
page document tracing this one family line from year 
2022 to 1102. This wasn’t a typical family tree, and alt-
hough it includes most of the birth, marriage, and death 
dates and locations of the generations, I also added bio-
graphical and historical information as well as photo-
graphs of the individuals, their resting places, their coats 
of arms, and more. Unfortunately, I couldn’t find actual 
photographs of any of the Plantagenet Crown Jewels be-
cause after the English Civil War and the execution of 
Charles I in 1649, many of the early Crown Jewels were 
sold or destroyed. In addition to the crowns, Oliver 
Cromwell ordered that the orb and sceptres should be 
broken as they stood for the “detestable rule of kings.” 
He had all of the gemstones removed and sold and the 
precious metal was melted down to make coins. As a result, at our last get-together, we 
sisters had to settle for generic tiaras instead of replicas of our ancestors’ Crown Jewels. 
This document, jump-started by information from a cousin and Find a Grave®, will 
not be published but it will be used as a resource within our families. Or maybe a guide 
for our own future trips to “The Mother Country.” We will pack our tiaras!  

Alternatives to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®) 
Using findagrave.com (Find a Grave®,) For Family Research 

-continued- 

 

Lady Dorothea Wingfield Claypoole  
Findagrave.com Memorial 

 

Adam Claypoole and  
Lady Dorothea Wingfield 

Timeline Page 
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Articles about ancestors found in historical newspapers can provide information that 
can be used to confirm and verify what is found on census records and vital certificates.  
After all, newspaper stories are not limited by fields on a standard form.  The authors of 
stories in a newspaper are guided by a general topic, but they are relatively free to in-
clude any details they feel are relevant. And this is a helpful because many researchers 
will uncover information and stories in newspaper articles that they would never find 
on another type of record.  
 
Newspaper stories can contain biographical information, not just births, marriages, and 
deaths, but other details that can help supplement or complement information gath-
ered from other records.  Many local newspapers contain birth and marriage announce-
ments for their communities, as well as obituaries for those who passed away. Finding 
an ancestor's obituary can be enlightening since it looks often back on an entire life-
time. 
 
In addition to biographical material, newspaper articles may contain descriptions of so-
cial functions, school announcements, missing relatives, and even scandals, gossip, and 
crime that many families might not want publicized!  Descriptions of local events may 
provide a look into the lives of ancestors and lead to more records to investigate. 
 
Some of the different kinds of articles that might be of interest to family historians are 
school announcements, land transactions, probate court proceedings, legal announce-

Alternatives to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®) 
-continued- 

Historical Newspapers as Genealogy Resources 

Susan Noles 

See Alternatives to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®), page 7. 
 Historical Newspapers as Genealogy Resources 

 

Historical Newspaper Sites: Collage 
Barbara J. Dover  
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ments, local political events, travel news, and business ads. Probate notices are excel-
lent resources as they provide the date, the name of the administrator, the name of the 
deceased, and often the other people involved in the probate of the estate.  
 
Each new article discovery could bring to light more information about ancestors and 
be the beginning of another investigation.  Finding out what was going on in the town 
and city, especially from small town and local newspapers, help to fill out the research, 
create an understanding of their decisions and their perspective of the world, and em-
bellish the stories of ancestors’ lives. 
 
There are more online historical newspapers now than ever before and, obviously, the 
different historical newspaper sites provide results based on the locations of their ar-
chived newspapers.  Some sites are free and some require a subscription.   

 
“Chronicling America” is a free source from the 
Library of Congress with digitized newspapers 
from 1777 to 1963.  This site was very helpful in 
my research of my 4th great grandparents Maria 
Catherine Victory and John Maurice Barrett 
from Ireland. They had 9 children, the first 5 
born in Baltimore, 
Maryland be-
tween 1825 and 
1835. In 1837, 
they returned to 

Ireland where the other 4 children were born.  Through 
research, I had found baptismal information on all five 
who were born here in the United States and found 
death records on 4 of them. The fifth child, Julianna, 
was my brick wall. I had searched for almost 10 years 
and resigned myself to the fact I would not find anything 
about her. One night I “found” the site “Chronicling 
America.”  I entered her father’s name, and her obituary 
popped up. It was from the August 21, 1840 issue of 
“The Pilot and Transcript,” a different newspaper from 
Baltimore that I was not even aware of. 
 
“Genealogy Bank,” a fee-based site, is excellent.  I have 
found many articles about my ancestors from newspa-

Alternatives to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®) 
Historical Newspapers as Genealogy Resources 

-continued- 

See Alternatives to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®), page 8. 
 Historical Newspapers as Genealogy Resources 

 

Article from The Pilot and Transcript newspaper 

via “Chronicling America” 

 

Page from Baltimore Gazette and 

Daily Advertiser via  

Genealogy Bank 
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pers that were published in the northern United States.  
However, for research about Georgia, and Gilmer County 
in particular, I have had great results with old articles 
from the free site gahistoricnewspaper.galileo.usg.edu.  
Even though you might not find an ancestor listed in a 
digital newspaper, you still might find out from the local 
newspaper what was going on in the ancestor’s world to 
help fill out research of your family members and their 
lives’ stories.   

 
For other sites, free or not, I recommend running a search in your browser for 
“historical newspaper sites genealogy”  Just try them to see what suits your needs and 
you just might find that missing branch that completes your family tree. 
 
 

Alternatives to Ancestry.com (Ancestry®) 
Historical Newspapers as Genealogy Resources 

-continued- 

1887 Ellijay Courier Article 
via newspapers.com 

Ellijay Times-Courier article via 
gahistoricnewspaper.galileo.usg.edu 

Central Falls, Rhode Island article 
from Genealogy Bank 

Front Page of Feb. 2, 1923  
Ellijay Times-Courier via 

gahistoricnewspaper.galileo.usg.edu 

(Some information in this article was sourced 

from newyorkfamilyhistory.org.) 
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The President’s Post 

 

 

 

Greetings from The President’s Post! We have enjoyed a wonder-
ful Spring here in Gilmer County that has been full of gorgeous 
blooms like the native azalea, rhododendron, mountain laurel, 
and more. How fortunate we are to live in such a beautiful and 
friendly place! 
 

At the Gilmer County Genealogical Society, 2022 has been a fun and productive year so 
far! We’ve held informative meetings, added new members, and have given back to our 
community. We are thankful for our partnership with the Gilmer County Library that 
grows stronger with every passing year. We were able to show our gratitude by provid-
ing an appreciation lunch for the library staff that was enjoyed by all. Thanks again to 
the folks at the Gilmer County Library for providing the perfect meeting space and for 
being so wonderful to our society.   
 

We’ve enjoyed an array of dynamic, informative speakers this year. In January, Mr. 
Wayne Hooper presented an informative talk, Letters from a Confederate Soldier, 
which gave great insight into the challenges that soldiers faced while away from their 
families during the Civil War. Our February talk was presented by Karen A. Titus, who 
gave an engaging interactive talk on how to begin to write and record your family story. 
Ms. Titus will follow up and expand on this topic in a workshop that she will present at 
our September meeting. We are so thankful for Ben and Eileen Bailey, who presented 
the March meeting on how to navigate and use FamilySearch.org for your genealogical 
research. They provided much needed information on updates to FamilySearch.org. The 
Baileys are long time board members who are experts at genealogical research. They are 
a great asset to our society given the depth of knowledge that they possess on genealogi-
cal research, so please be sure to reach out to Ben and Eileen with your questions. For 
our April meeting, we held our annual Treasures from our Mothers meeting (my per-
sonal favorite) where members bring heirlooms from an ancestor to show and tell. Mr. 
Jerry Taylor presented at our May meeting on Cherokee Heritage of Local Place 
Names. What an interesting presentation on the rich Native American Heritage that is a 
huge part of our county’s genealogical history!  
 

We have been providing hybrid meetings for most of this year, with real time streaming 
via Facebook Live. If you were unable to be there in person, check out our Facebook 
page for video recordings of the meetings beginning in February.  
 

We do not meet during June and July, but we are looking forward to our annual picnic 
in August when we kick off our Fall Season!  Save the date for Saturday, August 20, 
from 12:00 noon through 2:00 p.m. in the Gilmer County Library’s Lower Level. It is 
always a fun event that you will not want to miss. Please plan to join us! I look forward 
to seeing you there! 

 Jan Cooler 
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Second Quarter Highlights 2022 

 

See Second Quarter Highlights 2022, page 11. 

 March Monthly Meeting 
March 26, 2022 

Gilmer County Library 
  

Using familysearch.org, a Free Source 
for your Genealogical Research  
Ben and Eileen Bailey, Speakers 

GCGSI Corresponding Secretaries and 
Church Service Missionaries of LDS 

Ben and Eileen Bailey presented a talk 
and annotated slideshow with a step-
by-step explanation of the various 
links and resources of FamilySearch 
and FamilySearch Wiki.  Their 
knowledge of the uses of the site pro-
vided inspiration and ideas for re-
searching our family histories.  

Ben and 

Eileen 

Bailey 

Photos for Second Quarter Highlights 2022 
submitted by Jennifer Anderson, Becky Burrell, 

Barbara J. Dover, and Susan Noles. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Ffamilysearch.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3mRtknO3Dm8HmpFW7rLZXJsoVJlKwhIO010ROeNemCGRzGuL63pHELayw&h=AT2LgSTBA0g95T2ZZxqDNE3YoLh-OwYR1ef1Xqk8lNUis0FgjQdggRjRYygCz-xwjihDFfNodPkP9AqPeDXu8tDbzCP12JgWy1Ir5dAiZp7l9VdVKcVdf8P7
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Second Quarter Highlights 2022 
-continued- 

 

See Second Quarter Highlights 2022, page 12. 

 Library Appreciation Week 
April 3 - 9, 2022 

The Gilmer County Library staff was 
thrilled to receive a sandwich tray loaded 
with various types of meats on croissants, 
a large vegetable tray, along with a cheese 
cake/fruit tray for their library apprecia-
tion lunch on Tuesday, April 5th. Dressing 
the table were beautiful spring plates, nap-
kins, and utensils. Various drinks were 
provided as well.  Thank you to Jennifer 
Anderson and Susan Noles for their cheer-
ful delivery service! And a big thanks to 
the Gilmer County Library staff for every-
thing they do! 

Susan Noles (left) and Jennifer 
Anderson (right) with Gilmer 
County Library Manager Alex 
Thomerson. 
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Second Quarter Highlights 2022 
-continued- 

 

See Second Quarter Highlights 2022, page 13. 

 April Monthly Meeting 
April 16, 2022 

Gilmer County Library 
 

Treasure Talk: 
Memories of Our Mothers 

Members “show and tell” treasured 
items from their ancestors. 

In honor of Mother’s Day, GCGSI mem-
bers showed family heirlooms, photos, 
documents, and other special items passed 
to them from their ancestors and told the 
significance of these items in their lives. 

Members’ Treasures (Clockwise from Top Left:) Jan Cooler and her grandmother’s deviled egg plate; Trish Hyatt Henson and 

the Hyatt Family Bible originating in the mid-1800’s with great grandparents Peter Glenn and Martha Matilda Long Hyatt, an 

AJC article written by G. G. Ward celebrating P.G. Hyatt’s 48-year-longevity as a Postmaster, and weaving and needlework by 

her great grandmother and grandmothers Hyatt; Erin Brandy with a photo of her grandmother Irene Davies at 19 and the 

datebooks that her grandmother kept while at the University of Nebraska that listed actual dates and the names of men that she 

did and did not date; Jane Tischler and the pouch and eating utensils that her mother’s great grandfather Obediah K. Patch used 

during the Civil War; Gladys Spivey showed and told about family documents that her great grandparents and grandparents 

had preserved, as well as photos of them and the Miller log home and barn; and Becky Burrell showed and told about her “Dutch 

Doll” and “Step Around the Mountain” quilts that her mother made for her, as well as her mother’s thimble collection. 
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Second Quarter Highlights 2022 
-continued- 

 

 

May Monthly Meeting 

May 21, 2022 

Gilmer County Library 
 

Cherokee Heritage of Local Place Names 

Jerry Taylor 

Jerry Taylor, Towns County’s official 
historian, returned as speaker for the 
May meeting of the Gilmer County 
Genealogical Society. Due to some 
technical difficulties with the com-
puter and LCD projector, members  
had more time to visit before the pro-
gram, and one new attendee, Ellijay’s 
Rocky Miller, recited for the group a 
poem that he had written earlier that 
day.  Once the projector and Power-
Point were ready, Mr. Taylor pre-
sented his program, speaking about 
the origin of various North Georgia 
locale’s names and their meanings as 
translated from the Cherokee lan-
guage to English. Mr. Taylor was, 
once again, highly entertaining in his 
informative talk about the history in 
what used to be the Cherokee nation. 

Jerry Taylor, Towns County’s Official Historian 

Donna Lehr & Jane Tischler 
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First Families of Gilmer County, Georgia 

 

Gladys Dotson Spivey, First Families of Gilmer County Chairperson 

The First Families program is designed to 
honor those pioneers who settled in Gilmer 
County in 1840 or before, and to recognize 
their descendants upon becoming members 
of this program.  We encourage anyone who 
is directly descended from early settlers 
whose names appear on the 1840 or any 
prior Gilmer County Census to apply.  Dis-
covering your Gilmer County roots can be 
challenging and exciting; and your research 
can serve as a source of information for gen-
erations to come.  An approved applicant 
receives a certificate and pin acknowledging 
this Gilmer County ancestor.  Come and 
join our 237 descendants who are currently 
members of First Families of Gilmer Coun-
ty! Applicants are not required to currently 
reside in Gilmer County.  For more infor-
mation, please visit our website at: 
www.gcgsi.org. 

First Families Member Added During the 
 Second Quarter of 2022 

New Member   Ancestors 

Gary Chancey William Fowlkes Elling-
   ton and Priscilla Duvall;  
   Coke Asbury Ellington 
   and Mary Carter Griffith; 
   William Reed and  
   Frances Robins; Benja-
   min Griffith and Mary 
   Polly Reed 

Happy 10th Anniversary, First Families of Gilmer County, Georgia! 

In 2012, GCGSI founding members Betty Riddle, Eurilla Hyatt, and Shirley Sluder created 
the First Families of Gilmer County, Georgia, a stand-alone organization under the umbrella 
of the Gilmer County Genealogical Society. This organization was formed to recognize de-
scendants of the early residents of Gilmer County as found on the 1840 census or earlier. 
 
As with all lineage organizations, applicants are required to provide documented proof of 
their ancestry and upon approval into First Families of Gilmer County, members are award-
ed a certificate and a commemorative pin. Within the first year, 78 descendants of Gilmer 
County’s pioneers qualified as charter members. 
 
Ten years later, in 2022, we have 237 members and counting! In honor of the 10th anniver-
sary of First Families of Gilmer County, Georgia, the annual GCGSI picnic in August will also 
be a reunion of this organization’s members.  All members should save the date for Satur-
day, August 20, 2022, from 12:00 noon through 2:00 p.m. in the Gilmer County Library’s 
Lower Level, and please R.S.V.P. to gilmergenealogy@gmail.com no later than August 6, 
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No Longer Forgotten 
The Restoration of Rose Cemetery, Part 2 

 

See No Longer Forgotten, The Restoration of Rose Cemetery, Part 2, page 16. 

 
 

 
From the beginning of our endeavor, we couldn’t have imagined how far we would 
come and the amount of support we would receive.  We began our project by cutting out 
barbed wire and putting up a gate on the then existing fence so that workers could get 
in the cemetery safely.  
 
Thanks to the generous donations we received from GCGSI; Bruce and Jane Tischler; 
and Danette Ozment, Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) was performed on March 3rd 
by Len Strozier from Omega Mapping. During this process, Len was able to locate 67 
burial sites. 
 
After the graves were located and the centers marked with flags, Susan Noles and I 
went back and marked the centers of each grave with 10” metal bolts and large washers 
so that the graves will be easy to locate with metal detectors if the need ever arises. 
 
Following the marking of the graves, a group of workers came in for two days and set up 
local field stone for the headstones and footstones of each grave. Some even brought 
nice rocks in from their property.  The decision to do this was made due to cost as well 
as the historical aesthetic. The cemetery looks like it might have originally looked.  The 
graves lay east to west. 

Jennifer Anderson 
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No Longer Forgotten 
The Restoration of Rose Cemetery, Part 2 

-continued- 

 

Flowers and shrubs have been planted, and we are keeping the grass cut. Richard 
worked for two days clearing out the ditches of all the remaining debris left when trees 
were cut to clear the grounds. My husband Danny Anderson did a little grading to make 
it safer to bring the riding lawn mower to cut the grass. It also makes the walk into the 
cemetery more level. Rodney Anderson used the old markers that were blank and not 
used upon graves to make a nice level place for a bench, and the pink flags that were 
used to mark the graves from the DPR were removed. 
 
Next on our agenda is putting up a fence. Rick and Phyllis Gutknecht generously donat-
ed the funds to purchase a black aluminum fence to go around the road frontage of the 
cemetery. Phyllis is a friend from the Captain James Kell Chapter, NDAR located here 
in Ellijay. Chris Miller, another member of the Chapter, donated a bench. It is now a 
nice resting place inside the cemetery.  

See No Longer Forgotten, The Restoration of Rose Cemetery, Part 2, page 16. 

 

Adding headstones and footstones, planting flowers and shrubs, and cleaning ditches are just a few recent improvements. 

 

Other major mprovements are grading near the entrance gate and the addition of a bench on a small stone patio. 
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No Longer Forgotten 
The Restoration of Rose Cemetery, Part 2 

-continued- 

 

As we continue our research efforts, we have learned that there was a preacher by the 
name of Henry Wright that owned 1/2 of the 160-acre tract that the cemetery is on, and 
that a church sat somewhere on the property down by the creek. We plan to look for the 
foundation in the fall.  
 
Thank you so much for your interest and support. If you would like to volunteer with 
labor, donate resources, and/or provide information in research of the cemetery’s histo-
ry, please email us at gilmer.nolongerforgotten@gmail.com.  We look forward to 
providing more updates of our progress with this historical preservation in future edi-
tions of Mountain Heritage.  
 

Susan Noles and Jennifer Anderson 

mailto:gilmer.nolongerforgotten@gmail.com
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Research Corner 

 

See Research Corner, page 19. 

Please email gilmergenealogy@gmail.com if you have in-
formation that may help these family researchers with 
their queries. 
 
 

From Paul Carter: I have been searching for over 30 
years and recently found my 2nd great grandmother.  I need 
help on finding more details on her and her son, my great 
grandfather.  My 2nd great grandmother is Sophronia Carter born 1845 North Caro-
lina.  In 1860 census she is in Fannin County.  In 1870 census she is in Gilmer Coun-
ty.  In 1880 census she is in Murray County.  In 1900 she is in Cherry Log, Gilmer 
County.   I don't know when she died or where she is buried. 
 

Sophronia had the following children:  Lucinda Carter (1865 - ?); Nancy J Carter (1868 
- ?); James Carter (1877 - ? probably around 1904) [my great grandfather]; and 
George Carter (1886 - ?).  As you can see, I haven't been able to trace any of her chil-
dren.  My ggrandfather James Carter is on the 1880 census with Sophronia.  I have a 
record of a James Carter marrying Mary Bishop (my ggrandmother) in Gilmer County 
29 Sep 1895.  Mary (Bishop) Carter is in 1900 US census in Murphy, NC along with my 
grandfather Mauldin Carter (1898 - 1973) and his siblings.  James Carter is not with 
the family.  Mary is listed as head of household and married.  The last Carter child born 
to Mary was born in 1904 so the family assumption is that James Carter died around 
that time.  My grandfather, Mauldin Carter, said in an army medical exam that his fa-
ther died of typhoid but didn't give a date or age.   
 

Sophronia is the daughter of Ezekiel Carter (1820 - Dec 1863) and Lauret E Thompson 
*1824 - 1907).  Lauret was living with Sophronia Carter in the 1900 US census in Cherry 
Log, Gilmer County.  Lauret died 14 Dec 1907 and is buried in the Salem Baptist Church 
Cemetery, in Ellijay as Loriet Carter.  I sure would appreciate it if anyone could help me 
find further information on my family line. 
 

 
From Chris White: “I am trying to track down my Champion family. They seem to 
have moved between the Carolinas and northern Georgia. My main target is my 3x 
great grandmother Rosanna Springfield Champion, born August 1823 in Green-
ville, SC. She died June 1859 in Gilmer County, GA. I know Rosanna is buried at the 
Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Cemetery #2 outside Ellijay. 
 

Rosanna was the second wife of Abner Champion (1909-1885). They married 20 No-
vember 1851. Her son, and my 2x great grandfather, William Champion was born in 
January 1859. He died at the State Hospital in Morganton, NC in October 1946. He 
spent the last 20+ years of his life there, so I don’t know a lot about him. I am eager to 

 

 

mailto:gilmergenealogy@gmail.com
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Research Corner 
-continued- 

 

find proof that Rosanna is the daughter of Thomas B. Springfield (b. 1804 Greenville, 
SC – d. 1865 Gilmer County, GA) and Amy Styles (1805-1837). 
 

I believe I have exhausted everything I can find on Ancestry, so I probably need to do 
this the old-fashioned way. I live in Michigan, so I am planning to visit the region some-
time in the next year. I'm not asking anyone to do the research for me, but my question 
is can you point me in any direction to do research in and around Gilmer County? 
Would there be any local histories published that might contain any of this infor-
mation?  Any information you may be able to provide would be immensely appreciat-
ed.” 
 

 
From Pamela Hill: “My name is Pamela Hill. I live in Fayetteville, Ark., and I’m re-
searching my great-great-grandfather who moved to Arkansas, specifically Searcy 
County, from Gilmer County, Ga. I’m trying to find out if there’s additional information 
in what you have to show why he left Georgia, maybe what his life was like there, and 
what happened to his first wife.  
 

Here’s what I know: 
—His name was George W Whisenant. Born Feb 24, 1849, in Gilmer to George 
Whisenant and Holley Hoppis Whisenant.  
—Married Sarah E. Starks (b.1850) on July 22, 1869. They had 4 kids: Martha, Alice, 
John H., and Margret. Apparently, 2 or 3 of Sarah’s siblings married George’s siblings. 
I’m assuming their families had been longtime friends but I have no idea.  
—The 1880 census still showed them in Mountain Town, but by 1886, marriage records 
show him living in Searcy County and married to Susan Williams, who would be-
come my great-great-grandmother. Family history has always claimed she was a Native 
American woman. Together, they had 3 children: Andrew, James Riley (my great-
grandpa), and Walter.  
—It looks like his children with Sarah were also with him when he came to Ark. So what 
happened to her? Assuming she died in Georgia and they left, but it would be nice to 
know for sure.  
—The 1900 census showed George and his children from Susan living in Township 10, 
Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory, Okla. But Susan is nowhere to be found. Just him 
and kids. At least one of his older kids, John, is also there - not living with George but 
another family listed as a hired hand.  
—By 1901, another marriage record shows him back in Arkansas and married to anoth-
er Sarah (b.1865).  
 

I know there were a lot of Whisenants in Georgia. In glancing at some information 
there, there’s even a Whisenant Mountain. Do you know how that came to be called 
that? Any information you have about his life there would be welcomed.” 

See Research Corner, page 20. 
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Mountain Heritage Newsletter  
Published by Barbara J. Dover 

Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Publication and Publicity Chairperson 

This edition of  
Mountain Heritage is dedicated  

to the memory of the brother-in-law of 
GCGSI First Families Member 

Douglas Hyatt, 
Crate Hollis Weaver  

(November 21, 1956 - April 22, 2022) 

June 2022 
 

• Tuesday, June 14 - Flag Day 
 

• Sunday, June 19 - Father’s Day and Juneteenth   
 

• June, 2022 - No GCGSI Monthly Meeting 
                 
 
July 2022 
  

• Monday, July 4 - Independence Day 
 

• Sunday, July 17 - National Ice Cream Day 
 

• July, 2022 - No GCGSI Monthly Meeting 
 
 
August 2022 
 
• Friday, August 12 - Annual Perseid Meteor Show-

er (Peak Night) 
 
• Saturday, August 20 - GCGSI Annual Picnic/ 
         First Families of Gilmer County 10-Year Reunion 
         Gilmer County Library Lower Level 
         12:00 noon—2:00 p.m. 
 

• Friday, August 26 - National Dog Day 

Bulletin Board 

The Wind (2019) 
Olga Grigorieva-Klimova (Ukranian b. 1984) 
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  We’re online! 

 www.gcgsi.org 

Contact email: gilmergenealogy@gmail.com 

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

 

• GCGSI Membership 

• First Families Application 

• Genealogical Links 

• Officers and Chairpersons 

What  Is  Ava i lab le  Onl ine?  

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

 

• Book Order Forms 

• 1834 and 1840 Census 

• Contact Information 

• GCGSI Newsletters 
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