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A Grand  Dame Remembered:  

Gi lmer  County  Cour thouse  1934 -2008 

The Gilmer County Courthouse complex of today is quite different from the one that the majority 

of our longtime membership remembers.  Sure, it has a similar look as the one previous to today’s, 

but there are more differences than there are similarities.  Our membership was asked if they could 

provide anecdotes and recollections of that old courthouse, and we hope that the memories printed 

in this edition of the Mountain Heritage newsletter will prompt others to remember, or perhaps to 

create new memories in this new courthouse complex.  However, before these recollections are 

shared,  a history of this grand dame is in order. 

 

 

 

 

 

The December 1832 act creating Gilmer County provided that "the place 

where Ned Tucker recently lived" would serve as the county's initial court-

house and place for holding elections. The law also authorized an election of 

county officials in March of 1833 and provided that the first justices of inferior 

court select the county seat of Gilmer County and provide for erection of a 

courthouse and other county buildings. That year, the inferior court chose 

Ellijay as county seat and had a wooden courthouse built here. In 1854, a new 

courthouse was built on the downtown square which would serve the county 

for the next 80 years.  

 

In 1898, the Hyatt Hotel (no relation to Hyatt Hotels) was constructed 

facing the downtown square in Ellijay. This two-story brick building was 

converted for use as the Gilmer County courthouse in 1934, including the 

addition of a portico and four columns.  This made it the only courthouse 

in the state not originally built as a courthouse. It was listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places in 1980.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

History of The Gilmer County Courthouse in Ellijay, Georgia  

Newspaper Clipping  with 1800’s Court-
house Photo provided by Ray Langley 

Hyatt Hotel Photo provided by Ray Langley 

1950’s Photo of Courthouse provided by Ray Langley 
March 1973 Photo of  Courthouse by Julia Evatt 1940’s Photo of Courthouse provided by Gladys Spivey 

(Information for this history compiled from several sources including Wikipedia.com and waymarking.com.) 

See A Grand Dame Remembered: Gilmer County Courthouse 1934-2008, page 2. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
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Gilmer County's population grew rapidly during the 1980s and 1990s, and county government offi-

cials needed more space.  As a solution to this problem, a private brick home across the street from 

the courthouse was purchased and converted into a courthouse annex and home for the Gilmer 

County Commission. 

 

In March of 2003, the fire marshal condemned the building due to building 

code and fire code violations, and it was closed on March 27,  forcing the county 

to find alternative facilities for courts and county officials who had been housed in 

the courthouse.  

 

A debate followed on whether to enlarge and renovate the old 

courthouse. There were a number of local citizens and 

statewide groups (such as the Georgia Trust for Historic 

Preservation) who campaigned to save the historic courthouse. 

Others, however, felt that problems with the condemned build-

ing were so extensive that it would be cost-prohibitive to try to 

restore it.  It was identified as threatened in the 2005 catalog of 

the Northwest Georgia Threatened Historic Sites Pro-

ject. Eventually, the county commission voted to destroy the 

historic building rather than renovate and restore it. However, 

state law requires the approval of county voters before any 

courthouse built before 1905 and listed on the National Regis-

ter of Historic Places can be torn down. A November 

2006 referendum of county voters approved the municipal 

bond for a new facility, and allowed the destruction of the pre-

vious one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work began in two phases. In 2007, buildings and structures surrounding the old courthouse were 

torn down. In their place, construction began on a large, new complex of modern design. The his-

toric courthouse was left standing until January 7, 2008, when it was demolished. In recognition of 

the memory of the old courthouse, a new county government building in the architectural style of 

the previous building was constructed in its place. The new building is connected to the modern 

complex, but from the city square it almost appears to be a restoration of the old courthouse. 

A Grand Dame Remembered:  
Gilmer County Courthouse 1934-2008 

-continued- 

Photo by Barbara J. Dover 
October 2006 

 

Photo by Barbara J. Dover 
October 2006 

See A Grand Dame Remembered: Gilmer County Courthouse 1934-2008, page 3. 

Photo by Barbara J. Dover 
October 2006 

Photo by Barbara J. Dover 
October 2006 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_marshal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eminent_domain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Building_code
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Building_code
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_code
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwest_Georgia_Threatened_Historic_Sites_Project
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwest_Georgia_Threatened_Historic_Sites_Project
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Referendum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Municipal_bond
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Municipal_bond
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A Grand Dame Remembered:  
Gilmer County Courthouse 1934-2008 

-continued- 

What are your memories of The Grand Dame? 

Kathi Harper Hill remembers: 

I remember as a small child standing in line 
to get the first polio vaccine (don't know 
what year that was, but it was the very first 
one). The line came out of the courthouse, 
snaked down the steps and all the way 
across the street to the sidewalk. I guess the 

health department was in the courthouse at 
that time? And it seems that Eppie Cagle 
gave me that sugar cube with the pink in the 
middle!  I also remember, in 1972, riding 
from the high school to the court house to 
register to vote for the first time. 

Rebecca Burrell remembers: 

Jeffie Homer Hefner served as 
Sheriff of Gilmer County for ten 
years. He was my late husband's 
grandfather, and is shown here in 
his office at the Gilmer County 
Courthouse in 1953. 

Miriam Chastain Warren remembers: 

I had only lived here four years when the 
courthouse was razed, so I don't have any par-
ticular memories worth sharing, only ones 
meaningful to me such as the first time my 
husband and I had to locate the tax office 
down in the basement. I still remember some 

of the people and the conversation of that day, 
and can picture exactly how it looked as we 
stood at the counter of the tax office in our 
new home of Ellijay in our new County of 
Gilmer. For me, it was the first time I had 
lived anywhere other than where I was born. 
Now, some 14 years later, THIS is home! 
 
As a lover of historical buildings, I was so 
grieved when the courthouse was torn down 
that I made it a habit to avert my eyes from 
that spot every time we went through town, 
which was frequently since we attended First 
Baptist. Even after I knew the new building 
was finished, I still couldn't look at it for 
awhile, but I remember how pleasantly sur-

prised I was when I finally made myself look 
over there. No, it's not the same, but it sure 
could have been a lot worse. That doesn't 
bring back the old building, but at least looking 
at the reiteration of the previous courthouse 
does not bring me to tears.  

See A Grand Dame Remembered: Gilmer County Courthouse 1934-2008, page 4. 

Gladys Spivey remembers: 

 

The first GCGSI meeting was held in the courthouse 
when the society was formed in 1996. Betty Riddle 
was instrumental in getting the society organized. 
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A Grand Dame Remembered:  
Gilmer County Courthouse 1934-2008 

-continued- 

Lynne Dover Lawson remembers: 

 

When I was in high school, about 1976 and 1977, I worked for two summers in the Gilmer 
County Courthouse at jobs created for teenagers by the Comprehensive Employment and 
Training Act (CETA). Those days were very different from the courthouse of today, particu-
larly in the security department. 

             
The first summer I worked in the Clerk of Superior Court's office under the tutelage of 
Willard Ralston, the long-time Clerk. Mr. Ralston and his personal secretary were very kind 

to me and helped me acclimate to the job. I remember things were never that busy; there 
was no stress and no one hurried to get things done. About 5 years ago, I had the necessity 
to go to the current Clerk’s office to research land deeds. There are more people working 
there but the atmosphere still seems relaxed and the employees friendly. Back then, I 
helped file documents and type correspondence. Frequently I had to docket and hand-glue 
giant property plats into the equally giant plat books. This was a difficult and messy job so it 
was probably relegated to me as I am sure no one else wanted to do it. There were a regular 
stream of people that came in (local attorneys and what I called courthouse sitters--people 
that just hung out at the courthouse to socialize, i.e., gossip). Some came in to do research, 
obtain copies, but most came in just to chat.  One time I was sent to the Sheriff's office to 
check on service of a court document. To show how relaxed everything was back then, 
when I went to the Sheriff's office, there was no one there. What was there was a huge pile 
of marijuana plants laying on the Sheriff's sofa. I suppose they just trusted that no one would 
take it. Needless to say, I quickly returned to the Clerk’s office to avoid suspicion. When I 
told the secretary, she just laughed and said they must have just busted a “farmer” recently.  
             

I had a substantially easier job the following summer when I worked in the Voter Registrar's 
office. I was the sole employee there and the office was the only one in use on the top floor 
of the courthouse. It had a musty smell because no one used it regularly.  It was not an elec-
tion year so I got few visitors; the occasional new resident to Gilmer County and the court-
house regulars, Truman Hood and George Dotson. I suppose they were just making their 
rounds.  Both were also regulars at the Clerk's office, mostly to eat Willard’s endless dish of 
caramels. Because I had a lot of free time, I read, listened to the radio, chatted with my sis-
ter Joyce who was working her CETA job just across the courthouse square, and watched 
people driving around the square from the front balcony. The great thing about the old 
courthouse was that it creaked so much that I always knew when someone was coming up 
the steps to the office. I miss those carefree days, the old courthouse, but mostly I miss the 
days when metal detectors were not an absolute necessity.  
 

See A Grand Dame Remembered: Gilmer County Courthouse 1934-2008, page 5. 
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A Grand Dame Remembered:  
Gilmer County Courthouse 1934-2008 

-continued- 

Joyce Dover Mulazzi remembers: 

 

My story isn’t exactly about the courthouse, but it has a direct relation, literally,  to the court-
house as you will soon see. In the late 1970's, my sister Lynne and I were employed through 
the CETA (Comprehensive Employment and Training Act) program during two summers. 
Lynne was employed at the courthouse in the Clerk of Superior Court’s and Voter Registrar's 

offices, and I was employed at the Court’s Pre-Sentencing Office and the Gilmer County 
Mental Health Clinic.  My offices weren’t in the courthouse, but were located directly across 
the square from the courthouse. We were two high-schoolers learning a little about the work-

ing life and earning money for things like CPO jackets, bell bottom jeans, and that wonderful 
commodity for teenage freedom, fuel for our parents' cars or ones that we eventually bought. 

Once when I was working for the Pre-Sentencing Office I was sent to the Sheriff’s office in the 
courthouse to interview an inmate and saw plants of marijuana laid out on his sofa.  I was so 
surprised to find out that my sister had seen virtually he same thing when she was sent on an 
errand there!  

When I was working for the Mental Health Clinic and Lynne was working in the Voter’s Reg-
istrar office and we were on our breaks, we would turn the radio to a Top 40 station, like 94Q 
(now called Star94) and call each other on our offices' 12 push-button phones. Then we would 
listen and hum or sing songs to each other, discuss the handsome singer, and expound on why 
we did or did not like the song currently playing. We'd choose songs to use for our "break-in" 
recordings later; this was when you would record snippets from pop songs for silly answers to 
our recorded questions. During our musical interludes, I would stare out the window watching 
the cars go around my small-town square or study the men sitting on the courthouse benches 
and wish I could see my sister singing along in the Gilmer County Courthouse. But unfortu-
nately her office window did not face the square. Note that we were always alone during these 

breaks and not serenading registrants nor mental health patients. Although I don't see that that 
would necessarily be a bad thing. 

 
One day a person came in the office screaming that they wanted their medicine.  At this time, 
the "traveling" psychiatrist and my direct supervisor were not in. I was alone with someone in 
distress and I was a little scared. I wish I had been on the phone with my sister in case it got 
out of control. I told the person to come back later and they left. That job, and that incident 
especially, left me with a lasting impression that mental health treatment and advocacy is im-
portant, and I took my job more seriously after that. But occasionally, on my breaks 
and alone, I would turn the dial up on the radio; enjoy observing the carryings-on of the local 
townspeople on the square; and let the sweet tunes in the airwaves bridge me to my sister. 

See A Grand Dame Remembered: Gilmer County Courthouse 1934-2008, page 6. 
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A Grand Dame Remembered:  

Gilmer County Courthouse 1934-2008 
-continued- 

Barbara J. Dover remembers: 

 

Unlike my sisters Lynne Dover Lawson and Joyce Dover Mulazzi, I don’t have a personal 
story to tell about the old courthouse.  But I can share a story about our mother Wanda 
Harper Dover.  After she passed away in 2012, we were looking through papers and other 
items that she kept in the house and came across a diary that she had kept back in 1952.  It 

was one of those five-year diaries with dates at the top of the pages and the locking clasp; 
one that I’m sure most of us had at one time or another.  Instead of writing a couple of sen-
tences on each page and journaling for 5 years, our Mama used the whole page, sometimes 

even spilling around the page in the tiny margins.  We were thrilled to find this personal rec-
ord of our Mama in her late teens, especially as this was the year she had her first job right 
out of secretarial school working for Dover Chevrolet Company; bought her first car; and 
started dating and became engaged to our Daddy.  Those pages were peppered with com-
ments like “Deah, Deah;” “La-ti-da;” “Boyee;” and “Phooey.”  I especially like this entry, 
“Dear Diary,  How are you today?  I have felt worse, I’ve felt better but it cost more.” 
 
Her diary gave us, her grown kids, a different picture of our mother.  Instead of the person 
we knew, we saw her as a young woman full of hopes and dreams, still living at home with 
her parents but wanting to have a life and home of her own.  She and her bestie Ruth were 
always into something: be it skating at the local rink; hanging out at the Welcome Grill; go-
ing to all-night singings in Atlanta; and writing the Mountaintown News for the Times-

Courier using the pseudonyms “Swampy and Pinkey.”  That newspaper column was as 
much about the exploits of Swampy and Pinkey as it was the news of their community.  And 
that brings us to the courthouse story. 
 

During this time, Mama was working for Dover Chevrolet Company which was located at 
one corner of the Ellijay square and her friend Ruth was working at the courthouse for the 
county ordinary, Willard C. Holden.  (The ordinary was the county’s governing authority at 
this time, and the functions included probating wills and estates, determining guardianship 
of children under 14, and issuing marriage licenses and divorce decrees.   In 1974 voters 
approved a constitutional amendment to change the name of the office of ordinary to pro-
bate judge.). Since Mama and Ruth worked on “the square,” they could meet for lunch or 
breaks and plan what they would do the rest of the day, after work of course.  Mama’s diary 
entry for January 1 of 1952 tells of her friend Ruth pretending to marry someone in the or-
dinary’s office at the courthouse.  Evidently, this wasn’t the only time Ruth’s employment 
was used for fictional purposes. 
 
After finding the diary of 1952, I was looking through some old photos and was shocked to 
find two folded documents that threw everything that I had known about my Mama right out 

See A Grand Dame Remembered: Gilmer County Courthouse 1934-2008, page 6. 
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A Grand Dame Remembered:  

Gilmer County Courthouse 1934-2008 
-continued- 

the window.  I immediately called my sisters and brother, exclaiming, “Did y’all ever hear of  
Mama having married and divorced anyone before she married Daddy?!”  This was before I 
had read all of the diary and all of the documents.  After everyone had emphatically an-
swered, “No!,” I told them of my unearthing a marriage certificate and a divorce decree dated 
a few months later naming the same person and citing desertion as the cause of the di-
vorce.  They were as surprised as I was.  I thought about calling my mother’s sister Edith to 

confirm or deny even though we had the papers, but we all decided to let it be.  After all, this 
wasn’t Madison County; I knew of only one covered bridge in Gilmer County and it was no 
longer there.   

 
After I had transcribed all of the 1952 diary; scanned and saved all of the Mountaintown 

News columns; scanned old photos of Mama, Ruth, and other people that she had scrap-
booked that year; and compiled all of these into book form, I decided to revisit those two 
documents.  Even though they looked official and were signed by the ordinary, if I had only 
turned them over, I would have seen written in Mama’s hand that they were fake and typed 
up by Ruth in the courthouse office.  The forms were probably kept blank and presigned, 
ready to fill in the blanks, and I could imagine these two teenage girls with love and marriage 
on their minds during that Leap Year getting together at that office in the courthouse one day 
while on a break.  They must have been talking and laughing about who they’d like to marry 
and who they wouldn’t, and one said something like, “Well, let’s make it official!”  Those 
blank documents were then pulled out of a big metal filing cabinet and inserted into a type-
writer.  One must have dictated to the other what to type, tabbing and rolling through the 
page until it was completed, laughing while envisioning the scenarios presented by these pa-
pers.  When the break was over, the papers were removed from the office and never filed 
anywhere except with other teenage memorabilia, and life went on in a completely different 

direction from what was documented in that courthouse office that day. 

Edgar Land remembers: 

 

Roger Queens’ fall down the old courthouse steps is probably remem-
bered by many of our members. And how many remember the three-
hour wait to vote in the 1976 or 1980 election when the line was out 
the front door, around to the back of the courthouse all the way to the 
street beside the Sheriff's office? 
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Welcome to GCGSI 2019! I am so excited to serve as 

your President this year! I am looking forward to all the 

great programs we have planned and hoping to increase 

our membership! 

 

I presented a talk at the Enlighten Pickens monthly meeting 

on February 19.  I spoke  about "Loving your Line." The 

organizer asked me to show my passion of genealogy to my fellow ladies of the 

group.  I spoke about how I got involved in genealogy and how far back I can take 

my family history.  I am thrilled to get to share my love of genealogy with others,  

and I hope to ignite a passion in others to seek out their ancestry. 

 

We are extremely proud to have a partnership with the Gilmer County Historical 

Society.  They have been working hard to provide good programs for the community,  

and want GCGSI members to attend as many of them as possible.  We also have 

some great programs scheduled this year!  Please invite a friend or three to attend 

one or more of the meetings.  

 

I look forward to meeting our membership and greeting new members! Until the 

next meeting and newsletter, take care and keep on researching! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The President’s Corner 

Keely Chalk 

Oak Tree near Dahlonega, Georgia by Win Crannell 
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See  First Quarter Highlights, 2019, page 10. 

First Quarter Highlights, 2019 

Gilmer County Festival of Trees Celebration 

Thursday, December 3, 2018 

Gilmer County Library 

GCGSI Recording Secretary & Historian Gladys Spivey and GCGSI 

Treasurer Susan Noles with GCGSI’s  

“Yesteryears of Gilmer County” Christmas Tree 

GCGSI Christmas Gathering 

Thursday, December 13, 2018 

Coosawattee Shrine Club Lodge 

Joy Childress’ Curried Rice with Raisins (sweet not hot) 

 
1 cup long grain rice 
1 green onion (green and white parts) finely chopped 

2 teaspoons butter (olive oil or vegetable oil) 
2 cups chicken broth (or beef or vegetable broth) 
½ teaspoon curry powder 
½ cup raisins 

¼ cup chopped fresh parsley for garnish (optional) 
 

• Heat butter (or oil) on medium heat and saute the onions until soft, 

about 1- 2 minutes. 

• Add rice, curry powder and salt. Mix well and continue to cook anoth-

er minute. 

• Add broth and raisins, bring to boil. Reduce heat to medium low, cover 
tightly and cook for about 20 minutes or until liquid is absorbed. (If 

using a different kind of rice, check package directions for ratio of rice 
to water.) 

• Let stand for 5 minutes, fluff with a fork and mix in parsley if desired. 

Serve immediately. 

• If making ahead, leave out parsley initially. When ready to serve, add a 
few drops of water, cover but allow for steam to escape then reheat in 

microwave on high for about 90 seconds. Add parsley. 

Photos provided by Rebecca Burrell, 

Barbara J. Dover, and Gladys Spivey.  
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See  First Quarter Highlights, 2019 page  11. 

First Quarter Highlights, 2019 

-continued- 

GCGSI Christmas Gathering 

Thursday, December 13, 2018 
Coosawattee Shrine Club Lodge 

(continued) 

Gladys Spivey’s Cranberry-Pineapple Salad 

 

1 20 oz. can crushed pineapple in juice 

2 3 oz.) packages Jello, cranberry or raspberry (I use raspberry) 

1 can whole berry cranberry sauce 

½ cup chopped pecans or walnuts 

1 medium apple, chopped 

 

1) Drain pineapple, reserving juice. Add enough water to 

measure 2 ½ cups; pour into sauce pan. 

2) Bring to boil. Pour over gelatin mixture mix in large bowl; 
stir two minutes until completely dissolved. 

3) Stir in pineapple, cranberry sauce, nuts and apple. 

4) Pour into bowl and refrigerate 2½ hours or overnight.  

 

Rob and Mary Hicks 



 

Page 11 
The Gi lmer County  Genea log i c a l  Soc ie t y ,  I nc .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Quarter Highlights, 2019 

-continued- 

January Monthly Meeting 

Thursday, January 10, 2019 

Gilmer County Library 

Ken Rush, Curator of the Ducktown 

Basin Museum spoke of the Copper 

Basin Area’s history and the influ-

ence of the copper mining industry 

through the years. 

Ken Rush, Ducktown Basin Museum Curator 

February Monthly Meeting 

Thursday, February 14, 2019 

Gilmer County Library 

Local author Kathi Harper Hill spoke 

about her writing process and shared 

from her latest book: Poetry, Prose, and 

Music: Life of an Appalachian Woman. 

Author Kathi Harper Hill 

February Refreshment Table 
Past GCGSI President Sylvia Johnson presents Ms. Hill  

with a clipping from a Lenten Rose. 
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I feel very fortunate that both grandparents whose surnames Frady, of German heritage, and Abernathy, descended from Scot-

land, lived in Gilmer County Georgia about the same time and raised their children there.   
 

My maternal grandfather George Sherman Frady was the son of James Hamilton and Martha Crawford Frady.  George married 

Nancy Winters and they had nine children: John Henry b. 1888; Edgar b. 1892; Frances b 1895; Graden b. 1897; Altha b. 1900; 

Sarah b 1902; Arthur b. 1905; Bessie b. 1907; and my mother Dellie, known as “Del,” b. 1909.  They were born in the 

Boardtown section of Gilmer County in the Buckhorn Baptist Church community. 
 

The church was the anchor of most communities. My aunts and uncles courted and married girls and young men they met at 

church.  The churches usually served as classrooms on weekdays.  The two teachers I recall my parents mentioning were Miss 

Lizzie Bryant and G. Gordon Ward. 
 

My mother’s family lived in a log cabin next to one that her grandfather, James Hamilton Frady, built years earlier. Huge logs 

laying on the ground were evidence of both log cabin structures even several years ago.  The family attended Buckhorn Church, 

and the children attended Sheep Pen School and were baptized in Frady Creek.   
 

When R. T. Jones built a cotton mill housing a church and a school around 1898 in Cherokee County, there seemed to be an 

exodus from Gilmer County to Canton.  Mr. Jones built a second mill called the “New Mill.”  Both mills were located on the 

Etowah River.  George and Nancy Frady joined this move south.  My grandfather said his land was farmed out.  I never knew 

what this meant, but now know that they had exhausted the soil. 
 

My paternal grandfather James “Jim” Alexander Abernathy was born in North Carolina and came to Gilmer County as a single 

young man to look for work.  In North Carolina he had tanned hides and didn’t care for that.  Jim met and married Rachel Elmi-

ra Scott and they lived in the New Hope Church community.  He was ordained into the ministry at New Hope Church.  In the 

1920 Mountaintown Census, Jim is listed as 49 years old and Rachel was 46.  At that time, their son James Arthur was 15. 
 

Grandpa Jim Abernathy didn’t work in the mills very long.  He purchased a large farm in the Keithburg Community where he 

grew corn for the farm animals and had a large apple orchard.  Rachel tended the vegetable garden.  The family loved her pick-

led beans and sauerkraut preserved in churns and leatherbritches which were green beans strung on a thread and hung in the 

kitchen to dry.  Rachel made large teacakes when she knew the grandchlldren were coming.  They were put into white cloth 

flour sacks and hung on a nail near the wash stand.  We could take teacakes without asking permission.  That was a treat!   
 

James Alexander died of a heart aneurysm.  Rachel died as a result of a broken heel.  They are buried in the Chalcedonia 

Church cemetery in Cherokee County.   
 

My mother Del Frady married James Arthur Abernathy in Cherokee County and had three daughters:  Dorothy was born in 

Ball Ground in 1928; Betty Sue was born in Canton in 1930; and Brenda was born in Dalton in 1943.  My mother Del died of 

pancreatic cancer and is buried at Mount Calvary Baptist Cemetery in the Keithburg community of Cherokee County.  Arthur 

remarried, but died of heart problems and was buried beside Del. 
 

Betty Sue Abernathy married Philip George Riddle in Cobb County and we had twins. Dana and David were born in 1954.  Oth-

er children were Scott, born in 1956; and Nanette, born in 1958.   
 

My ancestors were farmers, good neighbors, cared for their large families, and were dedicated to their churches.  That’s what 

made America strong. 

GCGSI Member Spotlight: Betty Riddle 

Part 1: The Fradys and the Abernathys 

Photo from the March 2014 edition of Mountain Heritage. 
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First Families of Gilmer County 

Rebecca Burrell 

The First Families program is designed to honor 

the pioneers who settled in Gilmer County in 

1840 or before and to recognize the descendants 

who become members of this program.  We en-

courage anyone who is directly descended from 

early settlers whose names appear on the 1840 

or any prior Gilmer County Census to apply.  

Discovering your Gilmer County roots can be 

challenging and exciting.  Your research can serve 

as a source of information for generations to 

come.  An approved applicant receives a certifi-

cate and pin acknowledging this Gilmer County 

ancestor.  Applicants are not required to cur-

rently reside in Gilmer County.  For more infor-

mation, please visit our website at: http://

www.gcgsi.org/firstfamilies/html. 
 

 

First Families Committee: Rebecca Burrell, Gladys Spivey, Patricia 

Henson, John Davis, Brenda Cochran, and Keely Chalk. 

Logo: Leslie Thomas 

First Family Members Added During 

The First Quarter Of 2019 

New Members                          Ancestors 

Lethel Cleve Fowler Weaver    Jonathan Davis Chastain 

 

Janice S. Nicolosi                     Lewis Duvall Ellington 

Beginning January 1, 2019, the application fee to be-

come a member of First Families of Gilmer County was 

increased from $10.00 per applicant to $20.00 in order to 

help defray the cost of processing and the mailing of 

certificates and pins.  However, the increased cost will 

give the new First Family member an additional year of 

membership to the Gilmer County Genealogy Society, 

Inc., changing from one year of membership to two 

years.   

OUR NEW BOOK COMING SOON! 
 

 

TIMES AND FACES OF GILMER COUNTY’S FIRST FAMILIES 
 
 

Follow the journey of the individuals and families 
who helped found and develop Gilmer County, Georgia. 

 

All First Family ancestors resided in Gilmer County by 1840. 
 

People and events are chronicled through documents and  
family stories as generations live their lives in the  

North Georgia Mountains and beyond. 
 

Observe the changing face of Gilmer County through 
the First Family ancestors and their descendants. 
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Rebecca Jones at jon0533@cox.net has almost completed her Gilmer County geneal-

ogy but needs a photograph of her great-great grandmother, Mahala (also spelled Ma-

halla and Mahalia) Huffman Stump (1820-1899.) There is a picture of Mahala’s hus-

band, John Stump, in a church history.  Are there any Huffman (or possibly Hoffman) 

researchers or a Stump family member with a photograph of Mahala? 

 

John Henle at johnhenle1@hotmail.com is seeking information on his grandfather Josh Burgess born 4 April 

1884/1885 and died in 1964. 

 

Christina Trace at ctracy345@gmail.com needs a record of Mary Amanda King who died in Ellijay in 1866. 

She was wife of Joseph H. King who remarried quickly after Mary died.  The Kings were listed on the Hen-

dersonville, NC 1860 census but moved to GA soon afterward.  Mary died in Ellijay in 1866, and by the 

1870 census, Joseph was living with his new wife Elizabeth in Whitfield County near Tilton.  When Joseph 

died in 1891, he was buried at Pleasant Hill Baptist Church Cemetery in Gilmer County.  Any available re-

sources about local history at this time, Mary’s death, and Joseph’s immediate remarriage to Elizabeth King 

would be appreciated. 

 

Derrick Wilson at derrick_m_w@yahoo.com is looking for information on his Great Great Grandfa-

ther.  His name was Wm M. Wilson, probably William M. Wilson.  His middle name was possibly Mur-

phy.  He lived in Cherry Log during the 1900 federal census.   

 

Barbara L. Wright at bwright22441@gmail.com said that she was in the first grade in 1946-47 when her 

family moved to Ellijay.  Her father worked for Riter Lumber, hauling logs out of the mountains and she 

attended a two-room rock school in Ellijay with several grade levels were in each room.  She was with the 

younger children, and the other classroom's teacher was also the principal and his students were the older 

children. Her classroom was heated with a coal heater located in the middle of the room, and boys from 

the older classroom would come from their classroom to keep the fire going.  There was an outhouse and 

they drank water from a bucket in the room.  There wasn't a lunchroom and they had to take a sack lunch.  

She is 77 years old now and is writing her life story for her family so that they will know about old times in 

her lifetime. She only attended school there in the first grade, and then her father and family moved on.  

She has contacted the school system, the library, the chamber, and no one remembers the school’s exist-

ence. Please contact her if you know the name of the school; any history about it; if it is still standing and, if 

so, what it is being used for today; and any teachers’ names during that time.   

 

Gene Teague at gen77san72@aol.com would like to know if there is an official cemetery listing for Oak Hill 

Methodist Church.  He is looking for the burial sites of John H. Carter and his wife Darkus Thompson 

Carter.  He thinks that they are buried at Oak Hill.  Some records show that John died in 1912 in Gilmer 

County.  Darkus supposedly died in Cherokee County in 1918. 

 

Lynda Theriault at ftheriau@neo.rr.com would like information about her great grandparents: Amos John-

son (1817-1860), Elizabeth Ann Jones (1833-1895), Joseph Henry Ray (1831-1870), and Jane Long (1832-?).  

Her father was Ernest A. Johnson born in Ellijay in 1898.  All were from or lived in Gilmer, Fannin, and Un-

ion counties. 

Research Corner 

Ben and Eileen Bailey 

 

mailto:jon0533@cox.net
mailto:johnhenle1@hotmail.com
mailto:ctracy345@gmail.com
mailto:derrick_m_w@yahoo.com
mailto:bwright22441@gmail.com
mailto:gen77san72@aol.com
mailto:ftheriau@neo.rr.com


 

Page 15 The Gi lmer County  Genea log i c a l  Soc ie t y ,  I nc .  

(Editor’s Note: This feature provides an opportunity for members to meet one another through the publication of short autobiographies.  If you would 

like to share your autobiography, please email us at gilmergenealogy@gmail.com.) 

Ray Langley 

GETTING  TO  KNOW  YOU 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am the fifth child of Tilton Avery Langley and Pluma Alene Tankersley. My grandparents on 

my mother’s side were W.Y. Tankersley and Dora Ellis Tankersley; and my grandparents on my 
dad’s side were Pink Langley and Harriett Craig Langley. I was born and raised in the Pleasant 

Hill area of Gilmer County 

   

I became interested in genealogy because I knew very little about my dad's family. Finding out 

he had been married as an Elliott to Harriett Craig and knowing that all the Langleys that had 

ever lived in Gilmer County were part Cherokee just added fuel to the fire. No one in my fam-

ily had previously known those facts. 

 

When my mother passed, I inherited her collection of pictures, scanned them, and shared them 

with family. I also wondered about who else had old pictures and if anyone might have pictures 

of Dad's family. I found family that did have photos, but not of Pink. I still haven't found one.  

There’s a long story about him, a very long story best saved for another time. 

 

Even though I spent 40 plus years as a teacher and coach, I have always loved history.  Now I 

enjoy sharing many of the photos that I have collected through the years on the Facebook 

group page “Historical Old Photos and Videos of Ellijay, Jasper, Blue Ridge, Georgia.”  I’m still 

learning a lot about my heritage from the comments beneath the posted photos, and I hope 

that other members of this group do as well. 
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Whys and Hows of Lunar Gardening 

 

Barbara J. Dover 
(The illustrations and most information for this article were sourced from https://www.gardeningbythemoon.com/.) 

 

Even with the alternating deluges of rain and bone-chilling temperatures, many stalwart gar-

deners are already ordering their seed, creating their layouts of rows, and checking their 

calendars for the phases and signs of the moon to know when the soil needs to be prepped 

and ready for planting. We all know the importance of good seeds and plant stock, and to 

rotate crops so as not to exhaust the soil, but how many of us know the whys and hows of 

lunar gardening? This gardening system has been used since...well, since people decided to 

plant things to eventually eat. People found that by sowing various plants in a certain combi-

nation of lunar phases and signs resulted in plants that were hardier and less prone to dis-

ease, with crops that were faster-growing, and harvests that were larger and lasted longer. 

Intrigued? Read on for those whys and hows of this method of gardening. 

 

Why plant by the moon phases? 

 

Sir Isaac Newton discovered the laws of gravity, proving that tides are affected by the gravi-

tational pull of the moon, even more so than the larger sun because of the closer proximity 
of the moon to earth. The strongest effect is when the moon’s and sun’s gravitational pull is 

from the opposite sides of the earth, or full moon phase, creating high tides. Although not 

quite as high, the tides created with the gravitational pull in the new moon phase, or when 

both the sun and moon are on the same side, also occurs. 

 

These same forces affect water content of the soil, with more moisture in the soil during 

full and new moon phases. More moisture encourages seeds to sprout and grow. Planting 

by the different phases of the moon helps to keep rhythm with the gravitational pull and the 

resultant moisture content of the soil. Moon phase gardening considers four phases or 

quarters lasting about seven days each. The quarters are measured by the amount of the 

light of the moon, starting with the new moon and increasing to the full moon. 

 

From the book Living by the Moon by Ute York: 

“The old-time gardeners say, ‘With the waxing of the moon, the earth exhales.’ When the sap in 

the plants rise, the force first goes into the growth above ground. Thus, you should do all activities 

with plants that bear fruit above ground during a waxing moon. With the waning of the moon, the 

earth inhales. Then, the sap primarily goes down toward the roots. Thus, the waning moon is a 

good time for pruning, multiplying, fertilizing, watering, harvesting, and controlling parasites and 

weeds.”  

 

See Whys and Hows of Lunar Gardening, page 17. 

(Photograph: First Photograph of the Moon 

in 1840 by J. W. Draper of New York) 
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How to plant by the moon phases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why plant by the moon signs? 
 

The adherence to the influence of the astrological sign on the moon is also a popular planting 

method. Most of us are aware of our astrological sign because of our date and month of birth. 

And that is based on the path of the sun as it's perceived from the revolving Earth as it passes 

through the constellations that formed the Zodiac: Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Li-

bra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius and Pisces. Babylonian astrologers, and later the 

Greeks, originally determined Zodiac signs by which constellation the sun was "in" on the day you 

were born. Early astronomers observed the sun traveling through the signs of the Zodiac in the 

course of one year, spending about a month in each. These ancient astronomers attributed each 

Zodiac sign with one of the 4 classical elements: Fire, Earth, Air, and Water, and the sun cycles 

through each of them three times, known as triplicities. The elemental ruling signs are summarized 

here: 
 

  Fire — 1 - Aries; 5 - Leo; 9 - Sagittarius - hot, dry, ardent 

  Earth — 2 - Taurus; 6 - Virgo; 10 - Capricorn - heavy, cold, dry 

  Air — 3 - Gemini; 7 - Libra; 11 - Aquarius - light, hot, wet 

  Water — 4 - Cancer; 8 - Scorpio; 12 - Pisces - cold, wet, soft 
 

Whys and Hows of Lunar Gardening 
-continued- 

New Moon 

2nd Quarter Moon Full Moon 

4th Quarter Moon 

At the new moon, the lunar 

gravity pulls water up, and 
causes the seeds to swell and 
burst. This, coupled with the 

increasing moonlight, cre-
ates balanced root and leaf 
growth. The first quarter is 
the best time for planting 

above ground bearing annual 
crops that produce their seeds 
outside the fruit. Examples are 

lettuce, spinach, celery, broc-
coli, cabbage, cauliflower, and 
grain crops. 

In the second quarter the 

gravitational pull is less, but 
the moonlight is strong, 
creating healthy leaf growth. 

It is generally a good time for 
planting, especially two days 
before the full moon. The 
types of crops that prefer the 

second quarter are annuals 
that produce above ground, 
but their seeds form inside 

the fruit, such as beans, mel-
ons, peas, peppers, squash, 
and tomatoes. 

The third and fourth quarters are 

after the full moon when the light 
is waning or decreasing, and the 
energy is drawing down. The 

gravitation pull is high, creating 
more moisture in the soil, but the 
moonlight is decreasing, putting 
energy into the roots. This is a 

favorable time for planting root 
time for crops, such as beets and 
carrots. It is also good for peren-

nials, bulbs and transplanting 
because of the active root 
growth. Prune in Scorpio. 

In the fourth quar-

ter there is decreased 
gravitational pull and 
moonlight, and this is 

considered a resting peri-
od. This is also the best 
time to cultivate, harvest, 
transplant, fertilize and 

prune. Mow lawns in the 
third or fourth quarter to 
retard growth. Use the 

water signs for deep wa-
tering of shrubs and trees. 

See Whys and Hows of Lunar Gardening, page 18. 
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The moon’s path circles the Zodiac in a month and only stays there for a little more than two days 

each. Applying the same elemental qualities of Fire, Earth, Air, and Water to the moon’s cycle 

through the Zodiac is another factor many use in determining when to plant, otherwise known as 

planting by the signs.  Some are considered more fertile, and others are barren.  Each plant has a 

preference for the elemental sign it’s planted in. The best time to start most annual plant seeds is 
during fertile water signs. But root crops like earth signs; and flowers especially like the air sign of 
Libra. 

How to plant by the signs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whys and Hows of Lunar Gardening 
-continued- 

Aries– A fire/fruit sign. Barren and dry. Plant vines, stalks, and fruit trees. 

Harvest root and fruit for storage. Cultivate, prune fruit trees, destroy weeds and 

pests. 

Taurus– An earth/root sign. Productive and moist. Second best for planting 

and transplanting. Good for root crops and potatoes, especially when hardiness is im-

portant. Also a good sign for transplanting leafy green vegetables such as lettuce and 

cabbage. 

Gemini– An air/flower sign. Barren and dry. Harvest root and fruit for stor-

age. Cultivate, destroy weeds and pests. Melon seeds respond well in this sign. 

Cancer– A water/leaf sign. Very fruitful and moist. The best sign for all 

planting and transplanting of above ground bearing crops. Also good for grafting, and 

irrigation. Prune, water and fertilize in the fourth quarter. 

Leo– A fire/fruit sign. Very barren and dry. Cultivate, prune fruit trees and 

harvest for storage. An excellent time to destroy weeds and pests in the fourth quar-

ter. 

See Whys and Hows of Lunar Gardening, page 19.. 
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Whys and Hows of Lunar Gardening 
-continued- 

Virgo– An earth/root sign. Barren and moist. Flowers and vines are favored 

by it, especially medicinal plants. Divide and transplant perennial flowers in the third 

quarter. Cultivate and destroy weeds and pests in the fourth quarter. 

Libra– An air/flower sign. Semi-fruitful and moist. Best sign for planting beau-

tiful and fragrant flowers, vines and herbs. Good for transplanting, and root crops with 

pulpy stems like kohlrabi in the third quarter 

Scorpio– A water/leaf sign. Very fruitful and moist. Best for sturdy plants and 

vines, good for transplanting. Tomatoes, corn and squash like  Scorpio. Graft or prune 

in the third and fourth quarter to retard growth and promote better fruit. Prune, wa-

ter and fertilize in the fourth quarter. 

Sagittarius– A fire/fruit-seed sign. Barren and dry. Plant potatoes, onion sets 

and fruit trees. Harvest roots and onions for storage. A good sign in which to cultivate 

the soil. 

Capricorn– An earth/root sign. Productive and dry. Good for planting pota-

toes and other root crops, and for encouraging strong hardy growth. Good for graft-

ing, pruning to promote healing, and applying organic fertilizer. 

Aquarius– An air/flower sign. Barren and dry. Good for planting onion sets. 

Harvest root and fruit for storage. Cultivate, destroy weeds and pests. 

Pisces– A water/leaf sign. Very productive and moist. Second best sign for 

planting and transplanting. Especially good for root growth and transplanting in the 

third quarter. Prune, water and fertilize in the fourth quarter. 

See Whys and Hows of Lunar Gardening, page 20. 
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How do we find the moon phases, signs, and other considerations for planting? 
 

Sometimes it isn’t possible to see the constellations or moon phases due to ambient light, cloud 

cover, or work schedules. So how are we supposed to garden by the moon if we can’t see the 

moon? The Old Farmer’s Almanac has been the go-to publication for planting calendars since 

1792. Not only do they include the waxing and waning moon signs, but they also do their best to 

determine the frost dates. There are also gardening calendar apps available. The USDA plant har-

diness zone and soil temperature should also be consulted along with these moon and frost calen-

dars. And don’t forget the local forecast from your favorite meteorologist. But if Jim Cantore 

brings a camera crew to your town, it might not be a good time to get outside to plant. 
 

 

Today our lives are busy and it is often difficult to coordinate life with the optimum time to gar-

den by the moon. You might have to go with a good sign and a bad phase or a bad sign and a 

good phase. Or maybe the weather may not want to cooperate. Or maybe the phase or sign isn’t 

right, but you want to get those free tomato plants from United Community Bank into the 
ground so that a nice rainfall can water them in and not have to wait almost a month for the 2nd 

Quarter Moon in Scorpio. Regardless of why and how you garden, retrieving your food directly 

from the source, and the sensory sensation of the living art of leafy and blooming plants is one of 

life’s greatest pleasures. 

Whys and Hows of Lunar Gardening 
-continued- 

 

 

 

 

My Granny Miller and my Mother, Jewell Dotson, were true believers in fol-

lowing the signs of the moon. All their planting and harvesting of the garden 

were done by the signs. 

 

Potatoes and corn were planted when in “dark nights.” That is when there 

was no light at night from the moon.  Mother would also plant her beans be-

tween hills of corn. The beans will then run up the corn stalks and she would 

not have to cut poles for the beans to run on. 

 

Corn was never planted on “light nights.”  Their belief was that the 

corn grew taller then. “Light nights” were when the moon was shin-

ing at night. Preserving the harvest was done by the signs also. 

 

From our experience, the most fertile signs for gardening are Cancer, 

Scorpio and Pisces. Keeping the garden free from weeds was best 

done during the signs of Aries, Gemini, Leo, Sagittarius, and Aquarius. 

Gardening by the Signs of the Moon 

Gladys Dotson Spivey, story and photos 

Jewell Dotson: 

Planting Beans Between Corn 

Planting by the Signs: 

(L to R:) Pauline Dotson Price; Jewell Dotson;  

Gladys Dotson Spivey 
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2019 GCGSI Executive Board 

 

2019 GCGSI Executive Board (Left to Right:) Mary Hicks, Events Chair; Gladys Spivey, Recording Secre-

tary and Historian; Ben and Eileen Bailey, Corresponding Secretaries; Susan Noles, Treasurer; Rebecca 

Burrell, 2nd Vice President and First Family Chair; Deborah Wilcox, 1st Vice President and Program Chair; 

Keely Chalk, President.  (Not pictured: Barbara J. Dover, Publication Chair.) 

On Thursday, December 13, 2018, as part of the Christmas Gathering, the 2019 Executive 

Board of the Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. was installed in a ceremony led by mem-

ber Mary O. Jones.  These officers have different job descriptions as noted in the updated By-

laws, therefore if members have questions about various subjects, please contact the person  

assigned to that job through our designated email address www.gilmergenealogy@gmail.com.  

Your new executive board is listed below:  (Please note that Lica Simons was installed as 

Treasurer at the ceremony but due to circumstances making it difficult for her to hold that po-

sition, Susan Noles agreed to take the position after she stepped down.  Susan was elected as 

Treasurer at the February meeting.) 

 

   President: Keely Chalk 

   1st Vice President and Program Chair: Deborah Wilcox 

   2nd Vice President and First Family Chair: Rebecca Burrell 

   Corresponding Secretary Team: Ben and Eileen Bailey 

   Recording Secretary and Historian: Gladys Spivey 
   Treasurer: Susan Noles 

   Events Chair: Mary Hicks 

   Publication Chair: Barbara J. Dover 

Membership in GCGSI 

The 2019 Gilmer County Genealogical Society,  Inc. Membership Booklet will be 

coming out soon.  Members will want to assure that your name and contact infor-

mation is included and accurate so that you can continue to receive our quarterly 

newsletters and other membership benefits,  If you haven’t already done so, please 

keep your membership current by paying your dues as soon as possible. Member-

ship forms will be available at our monthly meetings or may be found on our web-

site: www.gcgsi.org. 
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Bul let in  Board  

 
Deborah Miller Wilcox: First Vice-President 

and Program Chair 

March 2019 

 

• Thursday, March 14 
        GCGSI Monthly Meeting 

        Gilmer County Library – 2:00 p.m. 

        Speaker:  Leslie Thomas, Current  North Georgia TOTA 
        Historic Preservation Officer and Past President Georgia  

        Chapter Trail of Tears Association. Gilmer County 
        Historical Society President. 
        Title of presentation: Researching Native American 

        Genealogy … and why isn’t Cherokee showing up on my 
        DNA test? 
         

• Sunday, March 10 – Daylight Savings Time Begins  
 

• Sunday, March 17 – Happy St. Patrick’s Day!  

 
• Genealogy Family Research Center Volunteers 

Gilmer County Library 
Fridays from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

March 1 -Trish Henson 
March 8 - Rebecca Burrell 

       March 15 - Ben & Eileen Bailey 

       March 22 -  Volunteer Unavailable 

       March 29 - Volunteer Unavailable 
       (Research Team: 10:00 - 12:00) 

 

April 2019 
 

• Thursday, April 11          
        GCGSI Monthly Meeting          
        Gilmer County Library - 2:00 p.m.          

        Speaker:  Kathleen Thompson Historian and Author 
       Title of Presentation: How to Tackle Your Research 
        Project.  Ms. Thompson cites examples from her research of 

        Chief Whitepath as a guide. 
 

• Sunday, April 21 – Happy Easter! 

                 

• Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 

        Gilmer County Library 
        Fridays from 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

        April 5- Trish Henson 
        April 12 - Rebecca Burrell 
        April 19 - Good Friday (Library Closed) 

        April 26 - Gladys Spivey 
(Research Team: 10:00-12:00) 

Over the Moon 

Rob Gonsalves 

May 2019 

 

• Thursday, May 9 
     GCGSI Monthly Meeting 

     Gilmer County Library - 2:00 p.m. 

     Speaker: Pat Holden Kovosky-Dotson – local writer/journailist 
     Title of Presentation:  The Holdens of Gilmer County: From 
     Fighting alongside the Indians to Present Day Descendants 

 

• Sunday, May 12 – Happy Mother’s Day 
 

• Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 

    Gilmer County Library 

    Fridays from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
    May 3 – Patricia Henson 

    May 10 – Rebecca Burrell 

    May 17 – Debbie Wilcox 

    May 24 – Volunteer Unavailable 

    May 31 – Volunteer Unavailable 

    (Research Team: 10:00-12:00) 

 

Mountain Heritage Newsletter  
Published by Barbara J. Dover, 

Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Publication Chair 

This edition of Mountain 

Heritage is dedicated to the 

memory of GCGSI member 

Brenda Cochran’s sister: 

Mary Baker Beebe. 
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Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc.   Remember the days of old, 

P. O. Box 919       consider the years of many generations; 

Ellijay, Georgia 30540     ask thy Father, and he will shew thee; 
  Cc      thy elders, and they will tell you. 
Email Address: GCGS@etcmail.com   Deuteronomy 32:7 
 

 

 
Book Order Form 

SALE WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! 
 

 
 Quantity Amount 
 
     Days Gone By - $40.00   50% OFF!  ONLY $20.00 
     This is a book compiled of the writings of the late Ernest Parker, a Gilmer 
      County Native and historian.  Much of this material was originally published 
     In the Ellijay Times-Courier newspaper. 
  
                                                    1953 Video: A Day in Ellijay - $20.00 50% OFF! ONLY $10.00  

  (Available only in VHS format) 
 This film donated by the Leroy Abernathy family depicts a day’s events in Eli-

  jay, Georgia in late Spring, 1953. 
 
    Reflections on Mountain Heritage - $35.00 48% OFF! ONLY $18.00 
    This book relates times past and the methods practiced on the mountain 
     homestead.  Included are recipes, family care, old sayings, superstitions and 
    traditions, tales from the mountains, memories and reminiscences. 
    This book received a state award. 
 
CURRENTLY UNAVAILABLE Family Legends of Gilmer County - $45.00 (Published in 2009.) 
    This is a 500-page compilation of stories by contributors that wished to record 
     their ancestors’ and current family’s histories.  It includes a 1500 surname 
    index, photos, recollections, and memoriam. 
 
    Poetry from the Mountains - $20.00 OVER 50% OFF! ONLY $8.00 
    This book is a collection of poems by Gilmer residents and/or their 
     ancestors/descendants. 
 
 
    Subtotal 
 
 
    If shipped, please add $5.00 per item for shipping and handling 

     costs.  Books may be also purchased at GCGSI meetings. 
 
 
    TOTAL 
 
 
 

BOOKS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AT “WALLS OF BOOKS” IN EAST ELLIJAY,  
AT GCGSI MONTHLY MEETINGS, AND FROM RESEARCH ASSISTANTS  

ON “RESEARCH FRIDAYS” AT THE GILMER COUNTY LIBRARY! 
 

 
GCGSI meetings are held at the Gilmer County Library; 268 Calvin Jackson Drive; Ellijay, Georgia 30540, on the 2nd Thursday of each 

month at 2:00 p.m.  Please call 706-635-4528 to confirm. 



 

  We’re online! 

 www.gcgsi.org 

Contact email: gcgs@etcmail.com 

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

• GCGSI Membership 

• First Families Application 

• Genealogical Links 

• Officers 

 

What  Is  Ava i lab le  Onl ine?  

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

• Book Order Form 

• 1834 and 1840 Census 

• Contact Information 
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http://www.gcgsi.org

