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The year 2020 will be reflected in future history books as the year that life as we knew it 

was put on hold and possibly changed forever.  The global Covid-19 pandemic forced us to 

stay in our homes except when it was absolutely necessary to venture out; created a new 

work and school environment; gave us new ways to shop for groceries; resulted in shortag-

es in aerosol disinfectants, disinfectant cleansers, and even hand sanitizer and toilet paper 

for a quite a while; brought a resurgence in vegetable gardening; provided new apparel 

choices with the ultimate in business casual via Zoom calls and what should now be the 

ubiquitous face mask; and many other changes and challenges.  These things were mere 

inconveniences compared to the terrible loss from this virus: loss of lives, loss of health 

and well-being, loss of businesses, and loss of individuals’ employment.   

 

This being the holiday season, with the recent Thanksgiving, and upcoming Christmas, 

Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and New Year’s Eve and Day, many of our annual traditions are be-

ing adapted in order to help mitigate the spreading virus.  Recommendations for this year 

are being made to forego the usual multi-family get-togethers for feasts and parties in favor 

of just having the people who live under the same roof together for celebrations.  And in-

stead of going out in public to shop or to dine, online shopping and drive-through, 

curbside, or  home-delivered meals is recommended.  When it is necessary to go out in 

public, liberal washing of hands; use of hand sanitizer and sanitizing wipes (if you can find 

them;) physical distancing from others; refraining from touching the face; and wearing a 

covering over your nose and mouth should be the status quo by now.  Gift exchanges if 

held this year will probably be via USPS, UPS, or Fed-Ex, and their opening viewed 

through a screen via FaceTime, Google Meets, or Zoom. 

 

These holiday changes may be temporary or folks may decide that this year’s activities will 

become the new tradition. Regardless, we all have memories of other holiday traditions 

when we were children with our siblings and parents, and later as adults with our own chil-

dren or with our friend families.  In this edition of Mountain Heritage, members of the 

Gilmer County Genealogical Society will share their special holiday traditions that they 

have celebrated in the past, along with a few traditional holiday recipes.  Whether you con-

tinue them or borrow some of these old traditions, create completely new ones, or combine 

the two, our hope for you during this special season is to celebrate in a way that is thought-

ful and meaningful for yourselves and your families, with love and respect for one another. 
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Holiday Traditions 

-continued- 

My Family Christmas Traditions 
Story and Photos by Gladys Dotson Spivey 

 
The first Christmas I remember as a child, my mom gave me a rag doll for Christmas. As I grew 

older, I remember Dad and Mom gave me a beautiful doll with yellow hair, a porcelain face, and 

a yellow tea set.  I don’t remember what Dad and Mom gave my brothers. My dolls lasted until I 

was about ten years old. One day when I was playing with my dolls, I had them sitting in a rock-

ing chair and my brothers came racing through the house, turning the chair over and breaking 

my doll’s porcelain face. 

 

Each of us kids would hang up our socks on Christmas eve and when we awoke on Christmas 

morning, there would be an orange, nuts, and a stick of peppermint candy in our socks. We al-

ways wondered who put the goodies in our socks. 

 

When I got married, my husband and I 

started our own Christmas traditions, and 

continued them when the children came 

along. We would put up a Christmas tree 

about a week before Christmas. We would 

hang the kids’ stockings on Christmas Eve, 

but the things they found in their stockings 

were a lot different from what was in my 

socks when I was a child. My kids’ stockings 

were filled with toys. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
See Holiday Traditions, page 3. 

Karen Spivey Philip Spivey 

Karen and Philip Spivey 
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Holiday Traditions 

-continued- 

After we had our Christmas at home, we would visit both of our families 

on Christmas day. All of my brothers and sister and their families were to-

gether either for lunch or dinner at the grandparents’ houses. 

 

When the grandkids came along, we started a new Christmas tradition.  

We put the Christmas tree up two weeks before Christmas with a lot of 

lights on it. The grandkids loved the lights. When they got older, they 

would come and help Granny decorate the tree. We made a lot of orna-

ments for the tree. I still use some of our homemade ornaments on my 

tree. 

 

My kids and grandkids come to my house for Christmas dinner, and we have 
our own special Christmas food: spaghetti, a salad, and all kinds of deserts of 

course. Each family makes their favorite desert. 

 

It is interesting to see how my Christmas traditions have changed since I was a 

child, then with my own children, and now with my children and their children.  

Regardless of our tradition, we are together to celebrate the birth of Jesus and 

his influence in our lives. 

See Holiday Traditions, page 4. 

My Family Christmas Traditions 
Story and Photos by Gladys Dotson Spivey 

-continued- 

Terren and Jarreth Crider 

Thomas Spivey 

Thomas and Caylee Spivey 

 

The Nativity 
Story and Photo by Ben and Eileen Bailey 

 

This Nativity scene traditionally goes on our fireplace mantel each Christmas.  It has been in our 

family for decades beginning with Eileen's getting several pieces when she was working as a teen-

ager and her dad adding to it over the years.  We have had the entire Nativity scene for about 

15 years since we were living in Maryland and Eileen's mom passed away.  
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Holiday Traditions 

- continued - 

See Holiday Traditions, page 5. 

A Mountaintown Christmas 
Story and Poem by Edith Harper Pinson 

 

As far back as I remember, Christmas has always been a very special time for me 

and it still is so very special.  I always look forward to this time of year.  When I 

start thinking about Christmas, I pull out my Christmas address list and special 

memories pour into my thoughts from early times in my life when growing up in 

the Mountaintown community of Gilmer County, Georgia.  I go back in time and 

reminisce about the special traditions we had when I was young.  Christmas was 

such a happy time for our family. 

 

Wanda and Bill, my siblings, and I always went to the woods with Daddy to hunt for that very 

special Christmas tree.  Then we spent special times together decorating that tree with popcorn 

we strung on a string, colored paper chains we made from construction paper, and many other 
homemade decorations.  This family time was so special. 

 

Then we hung our stockings which were some old socks or mother’s hose, and could not wait 

until Christmas morning to see what was in them.  We always got some candy sticks, chocolate 

drops, nuts, an apple, an orange, and maybe a toy.  Our toys were usually jack stones or a bolo 

bat and ball.  One time I remember getting a doll and another time I got a Bible which I still have.  

I was so thankful for the gifts in my stocking and the special times I spent with friends and rela-

tives during Christmas. 

 

We always celebrated Christmas at school and at church.  At school, sometimes 

we drew names with classmates; and at church, we took a gift to exchange with 

someone.  Usually it was a box of chocolate covered cherries, and if we ex-

changed with family members, we certainly enjoyed them later.  However, we 

always remembered the reason for the season and never forgot that Christmas 

was the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ.  We always thanked him for our 

many blessings.  I still do. 

After leaving Ellijay and moving to the Atlanta area, my 

husband and I carried some of those old traditions with 

our own family, and I always looked forward to going 

back to visit Mother and Daddy in Mountaintown on 

Christmas.  One of my favorite traditions that I have en-

joyed for years is to write a poem for my friends and rel-

atives each Christmas where I express some of my 

thoughts for that year that are important to me.  But 

with each poem and each year, my heart still holds dear 

those wonderful Mountaintown Christmas traditions.  

Mountaintown Baptist Church 

Photo: Barbara J. Dover 

Edith Harper Pinson Family 

Brennan Burke, Chris Burke, Shannon Burke, Raegan Burke,  

Sylvia Pinson, Harper Pinson, Stacey Pinson, Edith Harper Pinson,  

Marcus Edward Pinson, Tori Pinson, Marcus Pinson 

 

Clinton Harper Farmhouse 

Edith Harper Pinson Birthplace 
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Holiday Traditions 

- continued - 

A Mountaintown Christmas 
Story and Poem by Edith Harper Pinson 

-continued- 

See Holiday Traditions, page 6. 
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Holiday Traditions 

- continued - 

See Holiday Traditions, page 7. 

A Very Merry Christmas From Northern Minnesota 
Story and Photo by Donna Lehr 

 

As soon as the dishes were put away after our Thanksgiving dinner, Christmas plans were 

started.  “Who’s going to make what side dish?” “Whose turn is it to host the family?” 

 

If you have experienced the North Country after October 1, you know that anything can be 

expected with the weather.  Typically, there was snow flying by the middle of October.  By 

the time the Christmas season started, there was a lot of snow which made it very easy to get 

into the Christmas holiday spirit.  Picking out a tree was the best while it was snowing. 

 

As an elementary student, we made decorations at school; mostly construction paper chains 

that were held together with that white paste!  They were not exactly professional looking 

but my mother always used them on our tree. 
 

Right after Thanksgiving, our small town started looking festive for the season.  Wreaths and 

bows were hung on the streetlights downtown.  The store decorators seemed to outdo each 

other every year. 

 

Monday night was “Downtown Night” because the stores stayed open until 8:00.  It was magi-

cal when seeing all of the mechanized toys in the window; the dolls dressed in their winter 

finest; a moving train going around the Christmas tree display; bell ringers on the corners; and 

the happy sounds of the people as they watched the displays while holding small children.  

What really made it magical was the soft falling snow.  It’s hard to describe unless you have 

experienced it.  Santa Claus was sure to be at one of the stores where we could tell him just 

how good we’ve been and what we were wishing to find under the tree on Christmas Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Donna Lehr with Cousin Jo Ann at  

Dayton’s Department Store in Minneapolis 

December 5, 1959 
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Holiday Traditions 

- continued - 

 

See Holiday Traditions, page 8. 

 

 

 

Since Minneapolis was a 4-hour drive south, it was rare that we ever got to see the displays in 

a major city; but when we did, we could hardly contain ourselves.  The stores were multi-

levels, not just one or two like our hometown. 

 

We would ride the escalators like we’ve been doing it our whole lives!  Each floor would get 

our imaginations working!  The elves and Santa just had to be real here!  After all, we were in 

Minneapolis! 

 

My cousin Jo Ann and I waited patiently to meet with Santa.  He took both of us on his lap at 

the same time so we could whisper our deepest, most heartfelt wishes.  It was then that Jo 

Ann did something so out of character for her.  She pulled Santa’s beard!  In a moment, my 

mother got us both by the hands, excused us, and we continued to giggle as we went to visit 
another floor! 

 

We have new traditions these days but thinking back to those childhood days can always 

bring a smile and a tear; usually both at the same time. 

A Very Merry Christmas from Northern Minnesota 
Story and Photo by Donna Lehr 

-continued- 

The Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest 

Story and Photos by Rebecca Burrell 

A couple of years ago my family decided to start a new Christmas tradition by holding 

an Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest to be judged by Braxton Burrell, my grandson.  We 

rummaged through our closets to see which sweater would be ugly enough to win the 

prize.  Unfortunately this tradition may be short-lived as the participants dwindled 

mightily from the first year to the second.  It was fun though!   

2018 ~ The First Year 

Greg Burrell,  Judge Braxton Burrell, Rebecca Burrell, Matt Day,  

Savannah Burrell, Tim Burrell, Ansley Boettcher, and Chandler Burrell. 

2019 ~ The Second Year 

Savannah Day, Ansley Boettcher, Greg Burrell, 

Judge Braxton Burrell, and Rebecca Burrell 
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Holiday Traditions 

- continued - 

 Dover Family Christmas Memories 
Story by Janice Dover Watson 

Photos from Dover Family Collections 

 

My first family consisted of H.G., (Hank) and Wanda Dover, our parents, and four “stairstep” 

daughters.  We first three, Janice, Barbara, and Joyce were two years apart, then Lynne, Joyce’s 

Irish twin, born a week less than a year later. When Lynne was twelve years old, our brother 

David came along. (Daddy finally got his boy!) We lived and grew up in Ellijay in what John 

Cougar Mellencamp described in his 1982 song, a “little pink house,” which was located about 

three miles south of Ellijay on a hill in a country setting. 

 

Our family’s Christmas season when I was a child in the early 

1960’s centered around our family and church, which was 

then Watkins Memorial United Methodist Church. Daddy was 

in the choir, as were we two older girls, and we were all part 

of the annual Christmas Cantata. Daddy had a beautiful voice 

but was a quiet man who pretty much only sang out in a 

booming confident voice at home. I can still hear “Good King 

Wenceslas" and “We Three Kings" in my memory as I write 

this.  I think he loved singing the word “Wenceslas!” 

 

Our Christmas decorations were mostly home-

made, or hand-crafted as they would be called to-

day. Daddy would cut small limbs from the holly 
trees and boxwoods around the house and make 

beautiful wreaths for the doors, and then he would 

place on the mantle fresh swags of berried greenery 

along with our little knee-hugger elves.  In the early 

years we would traipse with Daddy across our 

property, or that of our Grandma Effie’s which ad-

joined ours, to cut down a pine or cedar for our 

Christmas tree. They never looked quite like those 

in magazines, but we loved them still.  

 

We would decorate the once live tree with our glass balls, bells, and sometimes popcorn and 

cranberry garlands. The end of the tree decoration was always silver tinsel “icicles" thrown up-

on by us giddy children.  Most of the time we got them on the tree, but a few of them always 

made it into each other’s hair. Our stockings were red felt with rick-rack or lacy trim hand-

made by Mama.  She also made most of our clothing, often including matching pajamas for 

Christmas. She was an excellent seamstress who passed her skill along to her children, yes, 

even our brother. 
See Holiday Traditions, page 9. 

 

Hansel Gordon Dover 

Handcrafting a Yard-sourced Holiday Wreath  

1959 Watkins Memorial United Methodist Church Choir 

Hansel Gordon Dover -top row, far right 
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Holiday Traditions 

- continued - 

  

 

 

Music was always part of our Christmas season celebration. Barbara and I both played piano 

and we'd sometimes gather around to sing carols. Later of course there were albums or cas-

settes to accompany us, or we sang simply a cappella.  

 

My more specific memories are of our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day traditions when we 

were just the four girls and Mama and Daddy, since David came along when I was 17.  By the 

time David contributed to our traditions, I was in college or married and moved away from 

home. 

 

On Christmas Eve, our family would usually 

watch some television after supper, and invaria-

bly beg for popcorn and hot chocolate. Our 
popcorn was popped in oil in a Revere ware pot, 

and hot chocolate was made in another pot with 

Hershey's cocoa, sugar, and whole milk. This 

was way before microwaved popcorn and in-

stant hot chocolate.  The warm milk in the hot 

chocolate would partly calm us to get us ready 

for an early bedtime, and partly give us a sugar 

rush to feed our excitement.  Although I must 

say the sugar’s powers far outweighed the warm 

milk’s powers on Christmas Eve.  

 

At some point on Christmas Eve, Daddy would read the story of the first Christmas and con-

vey the feeling of awe and importance of why we were celebrating this season – the birth of 

Jesus.  Eventually we would try to go to bed early, and the four of us sisters would pile into the 

two twin beds in my and Barbara's bedroom. 

 

As the bossy oldest sister, I felt like it was my duty to try to calm my 

younger sisters so that Santa could come. I would tell them that Santa 

wouldn't come unless they were asleep, while keeping them awake listen-

ing for reindeer bells and hooves on the roof.   

 

At some point we would hear rustling sounds from the living room and 

we would know it was Santa. Of course, we would “play possum" as if we 

were asleep for some time after the rustling ended. 

 

 

 
See Holiday Traditions, page 10. 

Dover Family Christmas Memories 
Story by Janice Dover Watson 

Photos from Dover Family Collections 
-continued- 

Wanda, Janice, Lynne,  

Barbara, Kitty, & Joyce 

Daddy, Barbara, Janice, Lynne, Kitty, & Joyce 

Watching television on Christmas Eve 

 

Wanda and Hank Dover 
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Holiday Traditions 

- continued - 

 
 

 

 

But our excitement soon took over and “playing possum” wouldn’t last for very long before we 

would slip quietly into the living room to see what Santa had left. This was usually somewhere 

around 2:00 or 3:00 in the morning. In our house, Santa gifts were never wrapped, so we would 

figure out what gifts were for whom, if they were shared between two or more sisters (like the 

time Joyce and Lynne received one bike to share,) and play for a while.  We would eventually get 

loud and wake our parents or, being so excited, we would run and wake them to share our 

bounty. Our weary parents would indulge us for a while and then hustle us back to bed, leaving 

our stockings for later that morning. 

 

When we finally got up for good on Christmas morning, we would open our few wrapped gifts 

from each other and go through our stockings. We usually found an orange, some pecans, and a 

pretty apple of course, since this is apple country, with perhaps a Bob's big peppermint stick and 
Hershey’s chocolate or other candy bar. 

 

Our busy Mama would then make a late breakfast, often milk sausage gravy with homemade bis-

cuits, still one of my favorite breakfasts. 

 

We would then have a lazy day playing with our new gifts and family.  These days sure are differ-

ent from Christmas celebrations in the later 20th and into the 21st centuries, but the love and 

happiness shared with family is a constant thread woven through every year.  

 

 

 

Dover Family Christmas Memories 
Story by Janice Dover Watson 

Photos from Dover Family Collections 
-continued- 

The Dovers, circa 1974 

Hank Wanda, Janice, Barbara, David, Lynne, & Joyce 

The Candy Cane Tree 
Story by Susan Noles 

My family was very traditional with presents and good food but 

one thing stands out.  Santa always left candy canes on our 

Christmas tree for Christmas morning. He never forgot while I 

was growing up or while my children were growing up. 

See Holiday Traditions, page 11. 
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Holiday Traditions 

- continued - 

See Holiday Traditions, page 12. 

Christmas Traditions Through the Years 
Story Submitted by David Gordon Dover 

Photos from Dover Family Collections 
  

Growing up in the hills of Ellijay, Georgia, usually the Christmas celebrations with our seven-member 

family were far from extravagant.  Getting the full family together would be one of the most important 

parts of the season.  Gift giving was limited but usually fulfilled the major items from the wish lists of 

most of us kids.  Many of our gifts fell into the practical category rather than from want or whimsy. 

 

One recurring memory in particular regarding my Christmas gifts was usually 

not about what I got, but what was lost.  Let me explain…  Sometimes Santa 

would bring me a gift that I really wanted and after opening it on Christmas 

morning, it would be broken or not quite work right.  

Mom would swoop in and grab the gift and take it away 

to “give back to Santa to repair or replace.”  That was all 

well and good, but out of all of those broken gifts, I don’t 

ever remember getting any one of them back!  I didn’t 

remember all of those incidences until later on in my life.  

I guess it just goes to show that it was the excitement of 

receiving the gift that meant the most.  It turns out that I 

really didn’t need those things after all!  And it was prob-

ably a shrewd way for my family to have saved some 

money from returning the “broken” merchandise. 

 

Many of our Christmas traditions while I was growing up were centered around food and eating.  How-

ever, one thing that I shared with my Daddy and continued to do even after he passed, was the annual 

shooting of the mistletoe.  We would climb up the hill above our house and look for the tree that had 

the most mistletoe.  It took several tries with that .22 rifle, but eventually we 

would get enough to adorn doorways and various openings throughout the 

house.  As the years passed and I became a teenager, standing under the mis-

tletoe became as fun as shooting it out of the trees.  My sisters and I would 

share the annual tradition of making sugar cookies using Mama’s various cook-

ie cutters, then icing and decorating them..  As we got older, the “gingerbread 

man/person” cookie cutter may or may have not resulted in cookies that 

were anatomically correct—to see if we could get away with it mostly!  We 

always hid those if our grandparents came by! 

 

We’d always have plenty of food, especially that which had been put up from the garden 

from the summer harvest.  We’d usually eat a big meal on Christmas Day and either the 

next day or before Christmas, we’d all go to our mother’s parents, Clinton and Vera 

Harper, and share the day at their house in town, usually seeing our aunts, uncles, and 

cousins.  We’d usually have a small gift exchange there and we’d eat way too much good  

 

Drummer David Dover with sister Joyce Dover 

Circa 1975 

Hank and David Dover 1982 

Christmas 1978 

David Dover with 

Grandma Vera Akins 

Harper 1991 
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Holiday Traditions 

- continued - 

See Holiday Traditions, page 13. 

 

 

 

food again.  Sometimes when the adults were talking or watching television, we’d even go to the cool 

back bedrooms to get a short nap to help our bodies get over the gorging we just had. 

 

In 1998, when I got married to Megan Walls of Carrollton, Georgia, I also began to ex-

perience many new Christmas traditions that we continue to celebrate.  Of course, 

preparations for Christmas now take much of December.  We have 

added the traditions of Elf on a Shelf and Advent Wreaths and Scrip-

ture readings since our three kids Owen (b. 2005,) Olivia (b. 2008,) 

and Charlotte (b. 2013) have come along. We love to listen to 

Christmas music, both traditional and popular.  Megan usually wears 

out the Alabama Christmas CD every year.  I generally buy a new 

Christmas album every year. 

 

As with the Dover and Harper families, food is an important part of my young family’s annual traditions.  I 

brought the sugar cookie decorating from my family, but we now do so much more than what I did when 

I was young.  We bake lots of desserts like Forgotten Cookies, Ginger Cookies, White Trash (white 

chocolate covered Chex Mix and pretzels), and other cakes that have been decided upon for the Christ-

mas meals.  We have had themes as well.  I had bought for Megan The Art of French Cooking by Julia Child, 

and we had a French Christmas Feast one year.  Lots of work, but SO delicious. 

 

Leading up to Christmas we usually take the kids, dressed in their pajam-

as, out driving around while sipping their hot chocolate as they look at 

the local neighborhood light displays.  Once when our son Owen was a 

little boy, he spied a nativity scene from a distance.  He questioned, 

“What’s all those people doing gathered around that campfire?!”  Well, 

we all had a chuckle and called our pastor to let him know we had more 

work to do! 

 

 

We usually have a hectic schedule around Christmas.  Sev-

eral weeks before Christmas, we make an appointment for 

the kids’ photos with Santa Claus at Phipps Plaza in Buck-

head.  Megan and her sisters used to have their pictures 

with Santa taken there when she was a child, so we have we 

have done this since Owen was a baby.  This makes it a 15-

year tradition so far.  One memorable visit with Santa was 

in 2013 when Charlotte would have been about 8 months 

old.  She was fascinated with Santa’s beard so she reached 

up and gave it a yank!  Another one of reasons that our 

kids’ photos are taken with the Phipps Plaza Santa is that his 

beard is real.  Good to know when Charlotte’s around!  

Christmas Traditions Through the Years 
Story Submitted by David Gordon Dover 

Photos from Dover Family Collections 
-continued- 

David & Owen Dover  

Christmas 2005 

Olivia, Charlotte, & Owen Dover with Santa 2013 

 

“Hello ,911, we have some elves 

here in a hostage situation!” 

 

Pajama Time! 
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We Dover siblings along with our families usually plan a gathering with 

heavy appetizers, desserts, and a gift exchange at one of our homes in 

Gwinnett County a few days before Christmas.  And we usually cele-

brate Christmas Eve in Carrollton with Megan’s father and step-

mother’s family with lots of food and gifts.  After the trip to Carrollton, 

then it’s back to our church for Christmas Eve Service; followed by a 

visit to the pastor’s house for a short reception; and then home to get 

the kids to bed!  We then may have a mimosa or two as we wrap some 

gifts, prep Mama’s Tarts (a recipe passed down for generations in Me-

gan’s family,) and get ready for Santa’s visit and Christmas morning. 

 

I remember at times when I was little, all of us kids would sleep or hang 

out in the same bed to try to contain (or build up) the excitement until it 

was time to get our parents up in the morning.  Some things don’t 

change, because our kids usually get us up in the morning too!  We make 

them sit on the stairs and wait for us to allow them to come into the 

family room.  Often, we’ll let them sit and stew even while we make cof-

fee!  So mean!  Then we’ll get the camera ready and let ‘em in!  We al-

ways take turns opening gifts while we get our traditional Mama’s Tarts in 

the oven for breakfast.  When all the gifts are opened and the kids are 

playing with their new stuff and we’ve eaten our fill of tarts, we begin the 

preparations for our late lunch.  Often, we invite some of our friends 

from church who are away from family for Christmas—always lots of fun. 

 

This year, the presence of this dreadful pandemic will create a challenge to 

keep those treasured traditions alive.  We’ve already had to cancel the Car-

rollton Christmas Eve celebrations.  We will not have guests for Christmas 

lunch.  Church, a central part of our Christmas focus, will not meet in the 

same fashion although our pastor promises that we must have some sort of 

Christmas Eve Service, even if we will have to bundle up outside in the cold 

for church.  I don’t even know if the Dover siblings will even be able to get 

together this year for our name-drawing gift exchange and heavy appetizers. 

 

I know that we will get back to our annual traditions when this plague is over.  

I also know that although we have outgrown and outlived some of our earlier 

Christmas traditions, our new traditions will still go on.  I also know that our 

traditions will be passed on to the next generations.  How many will stick is 

hard to tell, but one thing is for sure—Christmas will be a time of great signif-

icance of the coming of Jesus, the beauty of the world, and love of God and 

each other for many generations going forward. 

Christmas Traditions Through the Years 
Story Submitted by David Gordon Dover 

Photos from Dover Family Collections 
-continued- 

Charlotte, Olivia, & Owen Dover 

Christmas 2015 

Barbara Dover, Joyce Dover Mulazzi, Wanda Dover, David 

Dover, Janice Dover Watson, Lynne Dover Lawson  

Christmas 2011 

Merry Christmas from our family to yours! 

David, Owen, Megan,  

Charlotte, and Olivia Dover 



 

 

 

See Holiday Appetizers and Desserts, page 15. 
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Holiday Appetizers and Desserts 

-continued- 

Sausage Cheese Balls 
Submitted by Lynne Dover Lawson 

 

Ingredients  
3 cups Bisquick or other baking mix 

1 pound pork sausage (mild or hot, or mixture of both) 

16 ounces sharp cheddar cheese, grated 

Add milk by Tablespoon up to 1/2 cup until desired consistency  

Optional:  chives, parsley, Italian seasoning 

 

Instructions 
1) Preheat oven to 375 degrees.  Use a cookie sheet and parchment pa-

per to avoid sticking. 

 

2) Brown sausage in pan, separating into crumbles. Drain fat.  (Most reci-

pes do not brown the sausage first, but my Mama used to and so do I.) 

 

3) In a mixing bowl, combine all ingredients. Using a cookie scoop or su-

per-clean hands, shape into 1-inch balls, squeezing sausage balls so the 

hold their forms. Place on baking sheet. 

 

4) Bake about 10-12 minutes or until golden brown. Best served warm. 
Can reheat in microwave.  

Cherry Tomatoes with Smoked Oysters 
Submitted by Joyce Dover Mulazzi 

 

Ingredients 
2 baskets cherry tomatoes 

1 3-ounce can tiny smoked oysters, drained 

Italian parsley for garnish, optional 

 

Instructions 
1) Remove stems from tomatoes.  Slice each tomato ver-

tically to within about ¼ inch of base.  Spread tomato 

apart at slice and slip in a smoked oyster. 

 

2) Optional, serve on a bed of Italian parsley or use sprigs 
for garnish.  Makes about 40 appetizers. 

See Holiday Appetizers and Desserts, page 16. 
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Holiday Appetizers and Desserts 

-continued- 

See Holiday Appetizers and Desserts, page 17. 

Southern Pecan Pie 
Submitted by Rebecca Burrell 

 

Ingredients 

1 cup sugar 

2 Tablespoons flour 

2 Tablespoons milk 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

2 eggs 

½ cup melted Crisco, cooled 

½ cup dark Karo corn syrup 

1 unbaked pie crust 

¾ cup pecan pieces 

 

Instructions 
1) Preheat oven to 300 degrees. 

 

2) Mix sugar, flour, milk, and vanilla 

in a mixing bowl.  Add 2 eggs, one at 

a time, and stir.  Add melted Crisco 

and Karo corn syrup and mix all to-

gether. 

 

3) Pour mixture into unbaked pie 
crust and top with pecan pieces.  

Bake in preheated oven for 1 hour 

until golden brown. 

The Nutsnacker 

(Cheese Spread Topped with Almonds) 
Submitted by Janice Dover Watson 

 

Ingredients 
1 ¼ cups smokehouse flavored almonds 

1 8-ounce brick cream cheese * 

½ cup mayonnaise * 

5 crisply cooked bacon slices, crumbled * 

1 Tablespoon chopped green onion 

½ teaspoon dill weed 

1/8 teaspoon pepper 

(Double ingredients to make large pine cones.) 

 

Instructions 
1) Combine softened cream cheese and mayonnaise; 

mix well.  Add bacon, onion, dill weed, and pepper; 

mix well.  Cover and chill overnight. 

 

2) Form cheese mixture into shapes of two pine-

cones on serving platter.  Beginning at narrow end, 

press almonds at slight angle into cheese mixture in 

rows.  Continue overlapping rows until all cheese is 

covered.   

 

3) Garnish with artificial pine sprigs, real pine sprigs, 

or rosemary.  Serve with crackers.  Makes 1 ½ cups. 

 

* To make this a vegan recipe, use vegan cream cheese, 

vegan mayonnaise, and artificial bacon bits. 
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Holiday Appetizers and Desserts 

-continued- 

See Holiday Appetizers and Desserts, page 18. 

Mama’s Tarts 
Submitted by Owen, Olivia, and Charlotte Dover 

 

This recipe has been handed down for generations in the Woods family.  It was used for 

years by our Great Grandmother Sarah Montgomery Woods who got the recipe origi-

nally from her sister June McMakin.  Great Grandmother Sarah Woods taught her daugh-

ter and our Grandmother, Juanita Owen Woods Walls Norton, the recipe; and Nita 

Norton gave the recipe to her daughter and our mother, Megan Walls Dover.  Mom, 

Dad, Grandmother Nita, and sometimes even us kids work together to make these tarts 

every Christmas.  They are being listed as an appetizer in this newsletter feature, but 

they are always a part of our traditional Christmas breakfast in the Dover/Walls/Norton 

household. 

 

Ingredients 
Regular-sized canned butter flake biscuits 

1pound hot sausage (We have been mixing hot and mild.) 

2 eggs, beaten 

12 ounces cottage cheese 

1 teaspoon chives 

¼ cup Parmesan cheese 

Dash of salt & pepper 

 

Instructions 
1) Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 
 

2) Grease tart or muffin pans.  Separate layers of biscuits into thirds and line pan cups. 

 

3) Brown and drain sausage.  Spoon layer into biscuit-lined pan cups. 

 

4) Mix eggs, cottage cheese, chives, Parmesan cheese, salt, and pepper.  Pour over sau-

sage and biscuit layer. 

 

5) Bake in preheated oven for about 20 minutes. 
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Holiday Appetizers and Desserts 

-continued- 

Chocolate Pavlova 
Submitted by Barbara J. Dover 

 
(This is not an original recipe, but it is one that I believe should be in everyone's dessert repertoire.  

You can make one large meringue, two medium, or even small individual ones with this recipe.  The 

large meringue has more of a “Wow!” factor so this recipe is for the large one.) 

  

Ingredients 
Meringue Base 

 6 large egg whites 

2 cups superfine sugar 

3 Tbsp. unsweetened cocoa powder, sifted 

1 tsp. balsamic or red wine vinegar 

2 ounces dark chocolate, finely chopped 

  

Toppings 

2 cups heavy whipping cream 

4 cups raspberries 

1-2 ounces dark chocolate 

(Note: Substitute crushed peppermint sticks for the raspberries and dark chocolate for a holiday topping.)  
  

Instructions 
1) Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F and line a baking sheet with parchment. Draw a 9-inch diameter 

circle on the paper with a pencil, tracing a round cake pan of that size.  Flip the paper over so your 

meringue doesn't touch the pencil marks; you'll still be able to see the circle. 

  

2) Beat the egg whites with a mixer until satiny peaks form, and then beat in the sugar a spoonful at a 

time until the meringue is stiff and shiny.  Sprinkle the cocoa, vinegar and then the chopped chocolate 

over the egg whites. Gently fold everything with a rubber spatula until the cocoa is thoroughly mixed.   

  

3) Secure the parchment to the baking sheet with a dab of meringue under each corner. Mound the 

meringue onto the parchment within the circle, smoothing with a spatula. 

  

4) Place in the oven, then immediately turn the temperature down to 300 degrees F and cook for 1 to 

1¼ hours. When it's ready, it should look crisp and dry on top, but when you touch the center you 

should feel a sponginess beneath your fingers. 

    

5) Turn off the oven and open the door slightly; let the chocolate meringue disk cool completely in the 

oven. When you're ready to serve, invert onto a big flat-bottomed plate and peel off the parchment. 
  

6) Whisk, or whip using a mixer, the cream until thick but still soft, and pile it on top of the meringue. 

Scatter the raspberries on top. Grate the chocolate haphazardly over the top so that you get curls of 

chocolate.  Experiment with toppings, such as crushed peppermint sticks for a holiday Pavlova.  
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Mountain Heritage Newsletter  
Published by Barbara J. Dover 

Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

Publication Chair 

December 2020 

  

• Thursday, December 3  
        GCGSI Board Zoom Meeting - 4:15 p.m. 

 

• Thursday, December 10 -  Happy Hanukkah! 
 

• Monday, December 21—Winter Solstice 
 

• Friday, December 25 - Merry Christmas! 

 

• Saturday, December 26 - Happy Kwanzaa! 
                   

• Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 
Gilmer County Library 

        Canceled due to COVID-19 

    (Please email or post to Facebook page research inquiries. 

    Membership and research team will assist if possible.)     

         
January 2021 
  

• Friday, January 1 - Happy New Year! 
 

• Monday, January 18 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 

• Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 
        Gilmer County Library 

        Canceled due to COVID-19 

    (Please email or post to Facebook page research inquiries. 

    Membership and research team will assist if possible.)     

  

All GCGSI activities are cancelled until notified otherwise. 

Please take care and stay healthy! 

February 2021 

 

• Tuesday, February 2 - Groundhog Day 
 

• Friday, February 5 - National Wear Red Day 
 

• Sunday, February 14 - Valentine’s Day 

 

• Monday, February 15 - Presidents Day 
 

• Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 

    Gilmer County Library 
        Canceled due to COVID-19 

    (Please email or post to Facebook page research inquiries. 

     Membership and research team will assist if possible.)     

     

BULLETIN BOARD 



 

  We’re online! 

 www.gcgsi.org 

Contact email: gilmergenealogy@gmail.com 

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

706-514-8600 

• GCGSI Membership 

• First Families Application 

• Genealogical Links 

• Officers and Chairpersons 

 

What  Is  Ava i lab le  Onl ine?  

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

• Book Order Forms 

• 1834 and 1840 Census 

• Contact Information 

• GCGSI Newsletters 
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