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It has been said that the only thing that remains constant is change. Depending on age 
and generation, when we look back on days past, we would be hard-pressed to find 
things in our surroundings that have remained the same. Our opinions of the changes 
in our lives may vary from, “Oh I miss that so much; I wish that was the same,” to “I 
couldn’t wait for that to change; goodbye and good riddance!” And the things that we 
miss from the past may be the very same as those that our ancestors may have been 
glad to see gone. Evolution occurs regardless of our perspective. 
 
This feature will try to provide a timeline of the physical evolution of Ellijay, Georgia, 
Gilmer’s County Seat, along with some background of those changes. Information has 
been gathered from interviews with native residents of Gilmer County, some of whose 
ancestors helped to bring Ellijay from the 19th into the 20th century and who grew up 
here shortly after The Great Depression with memories of how the town looked then as 
compared with how it looks today. These memories are precious and serve to remind us 
of our heritage. It is hard to know where to go when you don’t know where you came 
from! 
 
Articles from the Times-Courier newspaper; photos and written information from the 
Facebook group Historical old photos and videos of Ellijay, Jasper, Blue Ridge, Geor-
gia; personal photos from GCGSI members; publications found in the Gilmer County 
Library’s Family Research Center, including those published by the Gilmer County Ge-
nealogical Society; a variety of websites and Facebook pages; information from random 
Google searches; and the impressive memory of Gladys Spivey have all been used in 
this feature. Much effort has been made to assure the accuracy of Ellijay’s evolution, 
but some of our sources could only provide estimates of the dates and years, and some 
information varied between sources. If any reader finds inaccuracies that need to be 
changed, we ask that you email gilmergenealogy@gmail.com and reference where the 
changes need to be made. Our hope is to end up with a collective of information in one 
document that will continue to evolve just like Ellijay with accountings received from 
more sources and updated with the passage of time.  

Barbara J. Dover, GCGSI Publication Chairperson 

See The Evolution of Ellijay page 2. 
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See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 3. 

The Historic City of Ellijay 

The Historic City of Ellijay 

Ellijay, Georgia, known as the “Apple Capital” of Geor-
gia, is located between the Ellijay and Cartecay Rivers 
where they join to make the Coosawattee River and is 
the county seat of Gilmer County, Georgia. The origin 
of the city’s name is not certain but thought to be an 
anglicized version of the Cherokee Indian word 
Elatseyi,  meaning “place of green things” or “new 
ground.” Some say it means “land of many waters” re-
ferring to the two rivers that converge there to create a 
third. 
  
Inhabited for many years by the Cherokee people that 
are indigenous to North Georgia, the area was first 
mentioned as a village and trade center before white 
settlers inhabited the region. During the 1830’s both 
white settlers and Indians occupied Ellijay. During the 
original land lottery in 1832, Martin Scalf acquired the 
160-acre lot where the town now stands. In 1833, 
Clemonds Quinland bought 10 acres from Scalf, kept 
one acre for himself and donated the rest of his land to 
Gilmer County. A plan for twenty town lots, streets, 
and a public square was created with the streets ori-
ented for the buildings’ maximum sunlight exposure. 

  
Proceeds from those 20 lot sales were used to build a jail and courthouse as well as to 
pay other city expenses. During this same year, Gilmer County was appropriated 
$800.00 from the State to build a school, and a three-acre 
lot was donated for the city cemetery. On December 29, 
l834, Ellijay was incorporated and designated as the Coun-
ty Seat of Gilmer County. By 1837, the town had twenty 
dwellings, three stores, and one attorney. Most of those 
early buildings were of log construction, and by 1849, 
many roads led to Ellijay. By the next year, the population 
had grown to 150 and the town had five stores. Some wood
-frame buildings were being constructed at this time, and 
in 1854, a new brick courthouse was built in the center of 
the square, replacing the earlier wooden building. Gilmer 

 

 

 

Ellijay’s Coosawattee River 
Photo: Barbara J. Dover 

Photo Submitted by Ray Langley 
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See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 4. 
The Historic City of Ellijay 

County’s first newspaper, the Ellijay Courier, was started in 1875, and Ellijay became a 
stop on the stagecoach line. The railroad bridge over the Cartecay River was completed 
in 1884, so the town now had rail ser-
vice. With the arrival of the railroad 
and with tracks to White Path, Ellijay 
began to grow much faster than be-
fore. Many hotels such as the Ellijay 
Inn, Jarrett Hotel, and Powell Hotel 
were constructed, and land was donat-
ed for a depot east of town. More in-
dustry, such as a cheese factory and 
the Shippen Brothers Lumber Mill, 
located to Ellijay. By 1898, the city had 
expanded in every direction and it now 
included the depot. 
  
By 1900, all the buildings on the town square were brick, including the newly con-
structed Hyatt Hotel. Most of the other buildings in town were still of log construction, 
but new wood-frame buildings were being built. The Shippen Brothers Lumber Com-
pany production was expanding and exporting their lumber to Europe. Within the next 
few decades, this company grew to be one of the largest employers in Ellijay, often with 
five to six million feet of lumber in the yard at one time. 
  
By 1910, the population of Ellijay grew to 659, and many new modern advancements 
such as electric lights and power as well as a telephone company improved living con-
ditions. Although more new businesses were opening in the city, in 1912 a fire de-
stroyed 23 buildings. As a result of this, many new buildings were constructed under 
new and stricter fire and safety guidelines. Although by 1920 Ellijay’s population had 

decreased to 632, during the 1920’s the 
town’s population began to grow again; 
apples were being shipped out of the 
county; and new storage facilities were 
built. Chickens were also shipped outside 
of Ellijay and Gilmer County. 
 
From the mid 1930’s to 1950, Ellijay re-
ceived much assistance from the Federal 
WPA Programs. The old courthouse was 
removed from the center of town square, 

The Historic City of Ellijay 

 

The L & N Railroad and Depot ~ East Ellijay 
Photo: Ellijay Times-Courier 

 

 

 

Gilmer County Courthouse and Center of the Ellijay Square ~ 1949 
Photo: Ellijay Times-Courier 
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and the Hyatt Hotel was remodeled to become the new courthouse. A park was created 
in the center of the square at what was once the site of the old courthouse, and the 

streets around the square 
were paved. A new street was 
built for entering town from 
the northeast. Other new 
roads, bridges, sidewalks, and 
gutters were constructed to 
improve the city. A school and 
gymnasium were built in 
1936, and other structures 
were retrofitted and im-
proved. 

 
 This growth began to impact the city’s infrastructure, and in the l950’s and l960’s, a 
period of upgrading water systems, roads, and power supplies began. A new hospital 
was built in 1957, and new low-rent housing became available in l960. Georgia High-
way 5 was widened in l962. During the next 40 years, new buildings around the square 
replaced old ones with some destroyed by fire. Some buildings remain, but have been 
remodeled. Different businesses moved into and out of these buildings. Churches and 
schools were expanded, changed, and built. 
 
In 1991, the opening of the Zell Miller Mountain Parkway (Georgia 515,) improved 
transportation into Gilmer County and, as a result, Ellijay and Gilmer County saw 
more visitors as well as new residents. This brought about 
many changes with the construction of new government build-
ings in the late 1990’s and early 2000’s. In addition to the con-
struction of the government buildings, the downtown area be-
gan to take on a new look. 
 
A new government building complex with the Ellijay City Hall 
and Ellijay Department of Public Safety, including the Ellijay 
Police and Fire Departments, was built on property previously 
owned by the McCutchen family. (The family’s J & C Bed-
spread Company; J & C Cottons; and J & C Rug Mill, previous-
ly employing up to 1000 people, were once on that North Main 
Street location.) The complex was built from 1995 - 1996, and 
it was dedicated in 1996. 
 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 5. 
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The Historic City of Ellijay 

 

Old Ellijay Elementary/High School and Gymnasium 
Photo: Facebook.com 

 

 

Ellijay Times-Courier  
Excerpt from Article 

October 10, 1996 
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In 1997, Interiors proprietor Connie Stover led the downtown merchants to apply for a 
Federal Transportation Grant (TE.) This matching grant of $500,000 was awarded to 
the county, however, the county couldn’t match the amount, so it was passed on to the 
city. Part of this funding resulted in the changing of the Ellijay Square’s traffic pattern 
around 2000-2001 with the removal of the light at the intersection of North and South 
Main Streets and River Street and the creation of a roundabout. 
 
By the 2000’s the old courthouse was in such disrepair that it was condemned and 
many offices were moved out of the structure. A referendum was passed in 2006 that 
included the demolition of the old courthouse and the construction of a new one. The 
new courthouse, constructed in two phases on the same site, using some materials from 
the old courthouse, and designed to reflect the old building’s architectural style, was 
dedicated in 2008. 
 
Also in 2008, the Ellijay Mayor and City Council designated a portion of downtown as a 
local historic district. This designation came with many regulations for property owners 
to preserve their historic buildings and to maintain the historic integrity of the city. 
Grants were applied for and awarded; and those funds have been used to create new 
“streetscaping” and beautification of the square. Changes have been made to make the 
downtown area more pedestrian friendly, and activities supporting the city’s tourism 
industry have been promoted in order to make Ellijay a popular destination. It will be 
interesting to see what other changes will occur in Ellijay during the 21st century. 
 
(Information from ellijay-ga.gov and interviews with Mayor Al Hoyle and Ellijay City 
Councilmember Al Fuller was used for this article.) 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 6. 

The Historic City of Ellijay 

Gilmer County Courthouse and Ellijay Signage 
Photo: Barbara J. Dover 
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See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 7. 

Ellijay Mayors: Guidance and Governance 

Ellijay Mayors: Guidance and Governance 

City mayors in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s were originally figureheads who had 
the title given to them usually based on their longevity on the city council or their dis-
tinction in the community. Around 1910-1920, the city council chose one of their own 
to become their chairman or the city’s mayor. As the management of the city grew 
more complex, the mayor became an elected fulltime paid position. Looking at the list 
of mayors from W. M. Teem in 1907; to J. L. Hamby in 1926, B. C. Logan, Sr. in 1927, 
Willard Holden in 1938, G. L. Huff, Sr. in 1952, H. Roy Cobb in 1958; and Letchwich 
Watkins, Henry Gartrell, David Westmoreland, C. Lloyd Smith, and Al Hoyle from the 
1970’s to present, you will see businessmen who were dedicated to the betterment of 
their city. 
 
According to city council members during the time that Letchwich Watkins was mayor 
(1972-1977,) he helped to bring Ellijay into the 20th century. Roads were paved, and 
public safety became a priority with the purchase of a new fire truck, police cars, and 
an actual office instead of a cubicle on the square. He was also instrumental in the 
land deal with the McCutchen Family resulting in the current location of Ellijay City 
Hall and the City of Ellijay Department of Public Safety. 
 
Mayor Henry Gartrell (1978-1985) helped to get grants for affordable housing on 
Corbin Hill through the Housing and Urban Development and as an active member of 
the Shriners, provided assistance for many children. 
 
David Westmoreland (1986-1987) focused on consolidating water and sewer in both 
the city and county and creating a singular water authority. After working on this for 
two years and getting the governments of the cities of Ellijay and East Ellijay and of 
Gilmer County to approve it, the Ellijay-Gilmer County Water and Sewage Authority 
was formed. 
 
Mayor C. Lloyd Smith (1988-1996) was an honored cavalryman in World War II, 
worked as the county’s agriculture extension agent, and a member of the city council 
before running for mayor. His son Roy said of his father, “He’d always worked with 
the public as a county extension agent. To him, (being mayor) was basically an exten-
sion of serving the public.” 
 
Ellijay’s mayor from 1997 to present, Al Hoyle, has pushed for responsible financial 
management while dropping the city’s millage rate. His goal is to lower city property 
taxes until they disappear. Downtown renovations and construction projects, known 
as “Streetscape,” have been funded by Community Development Block Grants. One of 
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See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 8. 

Ellijay Mayors: Guidance and Governance 

Mayor Hoyle’s responsibilities was to utilize a Transportation Enhancement (TE) 
grant. This grant had been applied for by the downtown merchants, led by Connie 
Stover., and this $500,000 matching grant was awarded to Gilmer County and later 
passed to the city. The first Streetscape project was funded by both the grant and the 
city, and projects included the roundabout and a small section of River Street. Mayor 
Hoyle applied for and was awarded four more TE grants which expanded the 
Streetscape expansion to South Main Street, north Main Street, Dalton Street, and 
River Street. 
 
Through the years, Ellijay’s mayors and the City Council have brought and continue to 
bring guidance and governance to the city as it continues to evolve. 
 
(Information from interviews with Mayor Al Hoyle and City Councilmember Al 
Fuller; and an article written by Michael Andrews from the Ellijay Times-
Courier’s Information Please magazine was used in this article.) 
 

Ellijay City Hall and Mayors Throughout History 
Photo: Barbara J. Dover 
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See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 9. 



 

Page 9 The Gi lmer County  Genea log i c a l  Soc ie t y ,  I nc .  

The Evolution of Ellijay 
-continued- 

 
See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 10. 

Downtown Ellijay Map Index, From Then to Now 

Downtown Ellijay Map Index, From Then to Now 

Three separate 1948 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map panels from the Library 
of Congress, loc.gov, have been compiled on the previous page to create the 
downtown Ellijay map that is referenced for this index. We cannot assure 
its accuracy, but we would like it to be as correct and current as possible.  
This is a work in progress, therefore, if you see any changes that need to be 
made, please email gilmergenealogy@gmail and don’t forget to include the 
number(s) of the building(s) with your changes.  Thank you!) 
  
Then - Red Font 
Now - Black Font 

  
1)    Hyatt Hotel /Gilmer County Courthouse 
2)   Home of Dr. Ed Watkins/Temporary Offices of Gilmer County 

Courthouse and County Commissioners/Downtown Ellijay Wel-
come Center; 2a:  The Perry House/Harper & Sales Perry Gar-
den /Parking Lot 

3)  Dr. Ed Watkins Office with Ellijay Telephone Company up
 stairs/Gilmer County Library/Dalton State College-Gilmer Cen
 ter 

4)  C & K Supermarket/Iglesia Pentecostal Unida LatinoAmericana 
 (Church) 

5) Holden - Rackley Dry Goods/Anderson Holt 5 & 10/Recycle 
Store-Community Thrift Store/Gilmer Arts’ George Link Play-
house; 5a: Mullinax Bakery/Recycle Store-Community Thrift 
Store/Gilmer Arts' George Link Playhouse 

6)  Nally & Nuckolls International Farm Machinery and Truck 
 Dealership/Feathering the Nest 

7)  Gilmer County Jail/Ellijay Telephone Company-ETC; 7a Huff's 
 Hardware Store/Ellijay Telephone Company-ETC 

8)  First Baptist Church 
9)  First Baptist Church 
10) Hamby Hardware or Ellijay Hardware/ First Baptist Church 
11) Fire Department and City Garage/First Baptist Church 
12) General Store/Dr. Fernandez and other doctors’ offices/Parking 

 Lot 
13) Tankersley General Merchandise Store/Ellijay Hardware 

 (Hampton)/Ellijay Hardware and Furniture/ T. J. & Co. 
14) Tankersley General Merchandise Store/Ellijay Hardware 
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 (Hampton)/Ellijay Hardware and Furniture/ T. J. & Co. 
15) G. L. Cole Building/Cole Drug Company/Cox Rexall Drugstore/

Starnes Rexall Drugstore/Thomas & Hall Pharmacy/Ellijay 
Marketplace/Back Porch Bistro 

16) The Bank of Ellijay/Starnes Rexall Drugstore/Thomas & Hall 
Pharmacy/Ellijay Marketplace; 16a: Dimmock & McCutchen 
Law Office/John Crawford Photography/ Premier Pools & Spas; 
16b: Paul Sellers Insurance Company/Westmoreland Ac-
counting/Atelier Clothing 

17) Fabric Outlet/Papa’s Pizza/Bavarian Chocolatier & Fudge Shop 
18) Dover & Logan Mercantile/Logan Mercantile/Logan Funeral 

 Home upstairs/Rackley’s Clothing Store/Kit Kat Korner Chil
 dren’s Clothing/Calico Cupboard/Various Home Decor Shops/
 Mountain Oasis Decor & More; 18a: Knight's Pontiac Dealer
 ship/Parking Lot 

19) Bank of Ellijay/Cherokee Federal Savings & Loan/Temporary 
 Gilmer County Courthouse offices/Bail Bonds/Future location 
 of Cigar Shop and Hair Salon (Currently undergoing renova
 tion) 

20) Ellijay Theater/Interiors/Antique Shop/Cantaberry Restaurant 
21) Dover & Logan Chevrolet Company/Dover Chevrolet Company/

 NAPA Service Auto Parts/Cantaberry Restaurant/Blue Ridge Ol
 ive Oil/Abby’s Ice Cream & Frozen Yogurt/Julianna’s Boutique/
 Paws and Claws Thrift and Gift Store/Looch & Quigley/Beyond 
 Pink 

22) Sailors Motor Company-Ellijay Motor Company (Ford Dealer
 ship)/Parking Lot 

23) Watkins Memorial United Methodist Church/Good Samaritan 
 Catholic Church 

24) Whitaker and Bradford Grocery Store/Marshall’s Insurance/
Green Willow Soap/Vacant 

25) Eller’s Shoe Shop/Computer Store/Re-Max-The Fountain Team 
26) Parks Hotel & Cafe with Bus Station/ Office of Dr. Burns, Podia-

trist/Office of Dr. Fleetwood, Optician /Gladys’  Beauty Shop up-
stairs/Various Offices upstairs/Cartecay Wine & Craft/Ellijay 
Wood-Fired Pizza 

27) Miller & Waters Grocery Store/Jerri’s Dress Shop/Lavish/
 Southern Raised  

28) Andy’s Jewelry/Kasei Sushi & Saki/The Roof Restaurant 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 11. 
Downtown Ellijay Map Index, From Then to Now 

Downtown Ellijay Map Index, From Then to Now 
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29) Ellijay Post Office/Parks Dress Shop/Blue Ridge Mountain Out-
fitters/Unique Ellijay/The Roof Restaurant  

30) Ray’s Billiards & Eats/Blue Door Restaurant/Restaurant/J & J 
 Restaurant/Emily’s Bar & Restaurant/ 

31) Kristina Lee’s Boutique/Vacant 
32) Powell’s Rooming House/Estelle’s Beauty Shop/Ellijay Post Of-

 fice/Ellijay Courier/Parking  
33) Reece Brothers Dry Goods and Groceries/ The Mustard Seed/

 Sue’s  Kountry Kafe /Century 21 Real Estate/MooBears Ice 
 Cream & Hotdogs/River Street Tavern 

34) Penland’s Dry Goods and Grocery Store/Jay’s Grocery Store/
Antique Mall/Whimz Boutique/Heart & Vine/Hometown Flo-
rist/Yesterday’s Decor/Outback Antiques 

35) Penland Family Home/Parking Lot 
36) Jones Ray Building/Ellijay Bedspread Company/Oddfellows 

Lodge upstairs/Apple ValleyAntiques/Vacant lot/future home 
of The Gumdrop Fun Shop 

37) Anderson Holt 5 & 10/Western Auto/Various Businesses/Good-
 To-Go Café/Cantaberry Restaurant/Clifford Lancey Law Firm/
 The Cow Pelt/Mountain Hound/Ellijay Printing/Times-Courier/
 The Ellijay Toggery/Bailey Toggery/Times-Courier Publishing 

38) Anderson Holt 5 & 10/Lay’s 5 and 10/A. L. Cagle Dentist Office 
 and Leon’s Beauty Salon upstairs/Parking Lot 

39) Watson Drugstore/Ellijay Walgreen’s (Huff and Holt)/Huff’s 
 Drugstore/Dr. Bond’s Office/Pottery and Ceramic Painting 
 Studio/Artful Ellijay 

40) Ellijay Bargain Store /Wright’s Department Store/Various 
 Businesses/Mountain Treasures 

41) Wright’s Grocery Store/Dimmock & McCutchen Law Office/
 Georgia Power Company Office/Hot Dog Place/Various Busi
 nesses/Beds, Etc. 

42) City Barbershop 
43) Reynold’s/Bluebird Cafe/Calico Cupboard/Various Businesses/

 Green Willow Soap 
44) Bowen’s Dry Goods Store/Posh Salon/i luv linens andpearls/

 Antiques on North Main/Misty Hollow Home Décor and Nostal
 gic Finds/Boardwalk Pizza and Pub 

45) Watkin’s Auto Supply/Various Businesses/Kristina Lee’s Bou-
 tique  

Downtown Ellijay Map Index, From Then to Now 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 12. 
Downtown Ellijay Map Index, From Then to Now 
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46) Pool Room/Gilmer Hardware and Supply/Various Businesses/
 Imbali Wellness & Spa 

47) Logan’s Furniture Store and Funeral Home/Drs. James and 
John O’Daniel Clinic upstairs/Dr. Fagan Dentist upstairs/
Gladys’ Beauty Shop/Main Street Antiques and Collectibles/
Nurse’s School/Cornerstone Cafe 

48) Texaco Gas Station/Laundromat/Ellijay Florist/Parking Lot 
49) Trailways Bus Station/Parking Lot 
50) Starlight Cafe/Davis Restaurant/Live the Trail 
51) Welcome Grill/Yoga Over Blue Ridge Studio and Boutique/Zen 

& Juice (with food truck) 
52) Saddle Shop/Bicycle Shop/Vacant/Sailors Cleaners/Colonial 

 Cleaners/Lucille’s Beauty Nook upstairs/Ellijay Coffeehouse 
53) Diamond Barbershop/Ellijay Florist-City Florist/Davis Restau

 rant upstairs/Pets on Main 
54) Green Ice Cream Parlor/Bennie Bryant’s Store/Love Those 

 Mountains Realty/Store That Sold Local Meat, Honey, Jams & 
 Jellies, and Ellijay-themed items/The Shack 

55) Kay Building/Gilmer Motors-Chrysler Plymouth Dodge  Deal
 ership/Kay’s Auto Repair/Vacant 

56) Ellijay Elementary and High School/Mountain Education Cen-
 ter/Ellijay Primary School/Clear Creek Elementary/Ellijay Ele
 mentary School 

57) Old Institute School and Auditorium/J & C Bedspread Compa-
 ny, Inc./J & C Cottons Company/J & C Rug Company/Ellijay City 
 Hall/Ellijay Department of Public Safety with Ellijay Police De
 partment and Ellijay Fire Department 

58) First United Methodist Church of Ellijay 

  

 

  

 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 13. 

Downtown Ellijay Map Index, From Then to Now 

East Side of North Main Street ~ Then 
Photo: facebook.com 

East Side of North Main Street ~ Now 
Photo: Barbara J. Dover 
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The December 1832 act creating Gilmer County provided that 
"the place where Ned Tucker recently lived" would serve as the 
county's initial courthouse and place for holding elections. The 
law also authorized an election of county officials in March of 
1833 and provided that the first justices of inferior court select 
the county seat of Gilmer County and provide for erection of a 
courthouse and other county buildings. That year, the inferior 
court chose Ellijay as county seat and had a wooden courthouse 
built here. In 1854, a new courthouse was built, which would 
serve the county for the next 80 years.  
 

The next building for the Gilmer County Court-
house was the courthouse for Gilmer County, Geor-
gia, United States, from 1934 until 2003. In 1898, 
the Hyatt Hotel (no relation to Hyatt Hotels) was 
constructed facing the downtown square in Ellijay. 
The two-story brick building was converted for use 
as the Gilmer County courthouse in 1934, including 
the addition of a portico and four columns.  This 
made it the only courthouse in the state not origi-
nally built as a courthouse. It was listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places in 1980.   
 

Gilmer County's population grew rapidly during the 
1980s and 1990s, and county government officials 
needed more space.  As a solution to this problem, the 
former private brick home of Dr. Ed Watkins across 
Broad Street from the courthouse was purchased, and 
then converted into a courthouse annex and home for 
the Gilmer County Commission. 
 
In March 2003, the fire marshal condemned the court-
house building due to building code and fire code viola-
tions.  As a result of these violations, the building was 
closed on March 27,  forcing the county to find alterna-
tive facilities for courts and county officials who had 
been housed in the courthouse.  

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 14. 

1)  “Hear Ye! Hear Ye!”  The Changing of the Gilmer County Courthouse 

1)   “Hear Ye! Hear Ye!”  The Changing of the Gilmer County Courthouse 

 

 

Hyatt Hotel, built in 1898 and converted to 
Gilmer County Courthouse in 1934 
Photo submitted by Ray Langley 

 

Former Home of Dr. Ed Watkins  

and Courthouse Annex 

Current Downtown Ellijay Welcome Center 

Photo: Barbara J. Dover 

Gilmer County Historical Marker 
Photo: Barbara J. Dover 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Courthouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilmer_County,_Georgia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fire_marshal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eminent_domain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Building_code
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The Evolution of Ellijay 
-continued- 

A debate followed on whether to enlarge and reno-
vate the old courthouse. There were a number of lo-
cal citizens and statewide groups (such as the Geor-
gia Trust for Historic Preservation) who campaigned 
to save the historic courthouse. Others, however, felt 
that problems with the condemned building were so 
extensive that it would be cost-prohibitive to try to 
restore it.  It was identified as threatened in the 
2005 catalog of the Northwest Georgia Threatened 
Historic Sites Project.  Eventually, the county com-
mission voted to destroy the historic building rather 
than renovate and restore it.  However, state law re-

quires the approval of county voters before any courthouse built before 1905 and 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places be torn down.  A 2006 referendum of 
county voters approved the municipal bond for a new facility, and allowed the de-
struction of the previous one. 
 
Work began in two phases. In 2007, buildings and struc-
tures surrounding the old courthouse were torn down. In 
their place, construction began on a large, new complex of 
modern design. The historic courthouse was left standing 
until January 7, 2008, when it was demolished. In recogni-
tion of the memory of the old courthouse, a new county gov-
ernment building in the architectural style of the previous 
building was constructed in its place. The new building is 
connected to the modern complex, but from the city square 
it almost appears to be a restoration of the old courthouse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Information in this article compiled from several sources including an interview 
with Mack Logan, businessman and former county commissioner; Wikipedia.com;  
and waymarking.com.) 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 15. 

1)               “Hear Ye! Hear Ye!”  The Changing of the Gilmer County Courthouse 

 
Gilmer County Courthouse 

October 2006 
Photo: Barbara J. Dover 

Gilmer County Courthouse 
Photo: Barbara J. Dover 

Demoliiton of Gilmer County Courthouse 
January 2008 

Photo: Rebecca Burrell 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwest_Georgia_Threatened_Historic_Sites_Project
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwest_Georgia_Threatened_Historic_Sites_Project
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_commission
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Referendum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Municipal_bond
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Ransom Blakey Perry was born in 1809 in Gilmer County to Phillip and Celia Horton 
Perry, who were married in July of 1796 in South Carolina. He married Patience Smith 
in 1834, and they had one child. After his wife Patience died in 1846, he married Eu-
genia Sophia Alexander in 1848. This marriage produced seven children. 
 
The historic Perry House on Broad Street was built on property obtained by Ransom 
Blakey Perry in the original Land Grant of December 1832. The Ellijay Inn was built on 
this property by Ransom Blakey and Eugenia Sophia. Ransom Blakey died in 1871, and 
Eugenia Sophia passed away in 1894. After a time, The Ellijay Inn was dismantled, and 
Ransom Blakey and Sophia Eugenia’s son John Philip Perry began building a house for 
his family on the inn’s original foundation using some of the lumber and other parts of 
the structure such as chimneys and mantles. While it was being constructed in 1899, 
the family lived in the old slave quarters behind the house. (The slave quarters have 
long since been destroyed.). 

 
The family moved into the three-story 
Carpenter Gothic house in 1900. John 
Phillip and his wife Mary Elizabeth 
Cox Perry had four children, Howard, 
Phillip, Ruth, and Ethel, and each 
child had a bedroom on the second 
floor. In the hallway outside the chil-
dren’s rooms were bookcases filled 
with books, and at the top of the stairs 
was a reading area for the children. 
John Philip was in the first graduating 
class of the University of Georgia Law 
School and was a state of Georgia Rep-
resentative and mayor of Ellijay as 
well as a practicing attorney. To ac-
commodate his career as an attorney, 

Perry had a law library located in the first room on the left when one entered the house. 
There were two pocket doors at the entrance of the room, bookcases for Perry’s law 
books, and one large pocket door from the library led into the dining room. This room 
was not decorated as many dining rooms in the Victorian era were as it had only what 
the family needed. This was the case of every room in the house as the family was fo-
cused on education instead of home decor. 

 

The Perry House 
Photo: ellijayperryhouse.org 
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The first floor’s first room on the right was the parlor, decorated with easy chairs, ta-
bles, and lamps. The master bedroom was in the back of the first floor and was fur-
nished with a washstand, dresser with mirror, and a bed with a huge headboard reach-
ing almost to the ceiling. John Philip passed away in 1903, before the third floor was 
completed. 
 
Around 1918, after Howard Perry, John Philip’s oldest son, returned from WWI, he 
and the Tankersley brothers (James) tapped a natural spring on Corbin Hill, piping 
water to The Perry House, the Tankersley Houses, and the Hyatt Hotel which later be-
came the Gilmer County Courthouse. These were the first homes with running water 
and indoor toilets. Around that time, the kitchen and bathroom were added to The 
Perry House. 
 
Of John Philip’s and Mary’s 4 children, Howard, Philip, Ruth, and Ethel, only 2, How-
ard and Ethel, remained in Gilmer County. Howard married Ida Simmons and had two 
children Mary Beth Perry Bice and Philip Perry, both of Ellijay. Philip moved to Illinois 
and then to Oklahoma where he worked in the oil fields. He had 
two sons. Ruth taught at Berry College and Columbia University 
and had no children. Ethel was also a schoolteacher and had no 
children. Ethel lived in The Perry House until the early 1970’s. 
 
In the summer of 1977, the year Miss Ethel Perry passed away, 
Glenn Sales and H. C. Harper rented The Perry property from 
Philip and cultivated a vegetable garden they called “The Perry 
Garden.” Once covered in weeds, the land had to be plowed 
over several times before planting. Harper was 75 and Sales was 
64 at the time, yet they did most of the work themselves on the 
half acre of pole beans. Their experience and the rich soil re-
sulted in 10-foot bean vines and over 150 bushels of beans in 
just the first six pickings. 
 
The Perry House and the surrounding property were eventually sold to the county in 
the 1980’s. Gilmer Arts was located in The Perry House for a time in the early 1990’’s, 
holding exhibits and art events. In 2008, after much discussion about restoring and 
renovating The Perry House, the county commissioners controversially voted to de-
molish the structure and use that space to enlarge the parking lot where The Perry 
Garden was once located. A paved parking lot is now in that location. 
 
(Information from ellijayperryhouse.org, findagrave.com, gilmerarts.com, and the 
Ellijay Times-Courier was used in this article.) 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 17. 
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Glenn Sales & H.C. Harper 
The 1977 Perry Garden 

Photo: Ellijay Times-Courier 

http://ellijayperryhouse.org/
http://findagrave.com/
http://gilmerarts.com/
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In April 15, 1903 W. G. Ownby and J. H. Carter received a 20-
year franchise from the Ellijay mayor and city council to estab-
lish a telephone system, and the corporate charter for the Ellijay 
Telephone Exchange was granted on April 13, 1904. Before this 
any telephone service in the city was poor and few residents had 
service. B. S. Holden was the manager until 1913, when Dr. E. 
W. Watkins and C. G. Watkins bought the outstanding stock in 
the company. The company had only 23 subscribers in 1932, but 
in 1946 the number had grown to 137. In October of 1846, the 
controlling stock was sold to S. B. Green and family. 
 
In 1946, calls were transferred through a manual switchboard. The caller would pick up the 
phone’s receiver and the operator would ask for the number. The caller would relay the num-
ber to the operator in order to place the call. Telephone customers relied on their memories for 
frequently called numbers. For example, J. O. Hipp & Company Dry Goods was No. 8, Dr. 
Watkins was No. 16, L. M. Bramlett’s Livery Stable was No. 26. These telephone numbers were 
usually retained by the various establishments until the new dialing system required longer 
numbers. 

 
The Green family were the sole proprietors of the company 
until the mid-1950’s when Mr. Green’s decided to take a part-
ner. Albert E. Harrison came to Ellijay in 1956 to look at the 
system and discuss it with Mr. Green. A deal was struck be-
tween Harrison and Green for Harrison to buy one-half of the 
common stock then with the option to purchase the other half 
within 2-3 years. Green would retain an executive position 
with the company. 
 
The Harrisons were currently living in Virginia, having 
moved from California a year earlier to be closer to Albert’s 
job with Lenkurt Electric Company. Albert, Marian, and their 
children John, age 7, Marianne, age 5, and Doug, age 3, 

moved to Ellijay in 1958. Upon acquiring the company, Harrison’s goal was to provide more 
people with service, especially in the rural areas of the county. The company had changed from 
manual cord board to automatic dial service, and existing lines were built from U. S. Army sur-
plus wire about 12-14 feet above ground level. However, when surveyed, only about 50% of the 
houses wanted telephones because they didn’t believe in their reliability. Lines were built ac-
cording to estimates of possible customers, but as the reliability grew, so did the customers. 
 
In 1960, the year that the Harrisons purchased the remainder of the common stock, was the 
first year the company made a profit. Throughout the 1960’s and 1970’s, profits wert back into 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 18. 
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       From a Manual Switchboard to a Digital Switch 

 

Ellijay Telephone Company 
Manual Switchboard 

Photo: Ellijay Times-Courier 

  

Dr. Ed Watkins Office Building 
with Ellijay Telephone Company upstairs 

Photo: facebook.com 
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the company for new technology and expansion. The building on Dalton Street that had been 
housing the Gilmer County Jail was demolished and Ellijay Telephone Company purchased 
that property and built their first exchange there. A new exchange in Whitestone was also 
built. In 1962, the office expanded with the purchase of the old Huff Hardware building. In 
1971 all party lines over 4 were eliminated and the first private branch exchange was installed 
at the hospital. In 1972, direct distance dialing was available, and by 1975 all open wire was 
replaced by insulated wire. A new Cartecay exchange was built in 1975-76. 
 
In 1968, Roger Futch joined the company as a member of 
the executive management team, and in 1974, Albert’s old-
est son John joined the company. Albert’s youngest son 
Doug also worked at the Ellijay Telephone Company and 
became president of the company’s Cable Antenna Televi-
sion (CATV), later CTV. The cable company was forced to 
separate for a time from the telephone company due to an-
titrust laws. 
 
In 1982 the first digital switch was installed, the first re-
mote concentrator office constructed, and the commercial 
office was computerized. In 1984, the Ellijay Telephone 
Company became a tandem switch and all customers re-
graded to one-party service. Push-button service instead of 
dial was also made available around this time. 
 
In 1984 the end of an antitrust case begun in 1913 ended with the breakup of the Bell System. 
Previously in 1956, a judgment ruling ordered the separation of Bell System’s manufacturing 
from its operating and research functions. The decree in 1982 resulted in AT&T having to di-
vest its local telephone companies. Competition resulting from the divestiture affected custom-
er’s rates and advanced technology. The 1990’s brought alternative regulation options for local 
telephone companies, and the Telecommunications Act of 1996 gave Georgia companies the 
choice of being alternatively regulated or rate-of-return regulated. 
 
During the late 1990’s, the Ellijay Telephone Company joined several other independent com-
panies to form Georgia PCS, which purchased cellular bandwidth from Sprint. Georgia PCS 
offered personal communication services in areas north, south, and east of Atlanta. The Ellijay 
Telephone Company also joined with 20 other independent companies to form another con-
sortium, the Georgia Independent TelCo Group, later renamed U. S. Carrier, to create a 
statewide connected fiber optics network. And in 1997, the Ellijay Telephone Company pur-
chased a Lucent high-tech digital switch that allowed the company to use updated equipment 
from many vendors. The company mapped its service area and bought over 50 parcels of land 
for remote buildings and equipment sites. As a result, by the end of the 1990’s, the company 
was offering many new services to customers and processing nearly 40,000 service orders. 

3) 7)     Ellijay Telephone Company ~ ETC: From a Manual Switchboard to a Digital Switch 

Former Huff Hardware Building, 
Now Ellijay Telephone Company 

Photo: Barbara J. Dover 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 19. 
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In 1999 the Ellijay Telephone Company, as a statewide reseller, built a new competitive local 
exchange carrier (CLEC) in Jasper. This enabled the company to expand and provide dial tone 
outside of its designated service area. The company officially changed its name to ETC to re-
flect other services offered other than basic telephone. 

 
in 2000, a FCC mandate was reversed allowing CATV/CTV to 
reunite with the ETC family, and by 2002, CTV had nearly 
10,000 subscribers, more than 500 miles of cable, and chan-
nels that had increased from 12 to 169. In 2002, 70,000 di-
rectories were published and distributed to areas from Can-
ton to McCaysville. The CLEC operation has expanded into 
north Cherokee County, and two cable systems were acquired 
in 2003-2004, the former Comcast system in the Fannin 
County/Copper Basin area and the Kudzu cable system in 
Polk County, Tennessee. 
 

The Albert E. Harrison Foundation, a nonprofit 503(c)(3) organi-
zation, was established in 2000 for the Harrison family to give 
back to the community that gave them so much. One of the foun-
dation’s contributions to Ellijay was Harrison Park, a 26-acre 
park alongside the Ellijay River, just minutes from Historic 
Downtown Ellijay. Once part of the Pinson family farm, even the 
old barn was moved there to reflect its heritage. The dog-friendly 
area contains benches, walking trails, and a lot of open space for 
family and community activities. Friends of Harrison Park, an-
other nonprofit 503(c)(3,) was created in 2018 to develop and 
support the park in conjunction with the City of Ellijay for the 
benefit of the citizens of Gilmer County. The Friends have spon-
sored activities such as “Movie in the Park,” “Yoga in the Park,” 
“Scarecrow Invasion,” and “Chili Challenge;” and other activities 
have been co-sponsored with the Stay Active Ellijay organization. 
Future plans for the area include construction of stages for open-
air concerts and plays as well as several festivals each year. Albert 
E. Harrison passed away in 2001 at the age of 73, but his children 
John, Marianne, and Doug remain active in the company. 
 
As a franchise that began over 100 years ago above a doctor’s office in downtown Ellijay, ETC 
continues to expand the number of services it provides and the geographical area it serves. As 
communications and entertainment technologies continue to evolve, it appears that ETC will 
evolve right along with them. 
 
(Information from etcbusiness.com, m.georgiaencyclopedia.org, harrisonparkellijay.com, 
and the Centennial Edition of the Ellijay Times-Courier was used for this article.) 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 20. 

Harrison Park 
McCutchen Street; Ellijay, GA 

Photo: Barbara J. Dover 

Ellijay Telephone Company ~ ETC 
Photo: Barbara J. Dover 
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The Gilmer County Library was founded in 1940, and began operating out of the 
Gilmer County Courthouse as part of a federal W.P.A. project. Local businesses and 
organizations such as J. & C. Bedspread Company, the City of Ellijay, the Ellijay Wom-
an’s Club, and the Ellijay Lions Club supported the library in its origin. In 1943, the 
library was turned over by the W.P.A. to local management, and in the fall of that year, 
it was moved to a room in the Ellijay High School. The Gilmer County Board of Educa-
tion became the manager and furnished space, utilities, janitorial service, and the li-
brarians’ salaries. 

 
In 1948, the Gilmer County Board of Educa-
tion and Library Board of Trustees began 
sharing expenses for the services, and the 
library board adopted a constitution and by-
laws to establish consistency. In 1955, be-
cause one of the Ellijay High School’s build-
ings had burned, the library’s space was 
needed for classes. Since funds were not 
available at the time for housing the library 
outside the school, Superintendent Bryan 
Parks offered to retrofit the former agricul-

ture shop room at the high school for use as a library. In 1956, the library moved into 
this building which was behind the school’s gym and in the same building as the can-
nery. During this time, the library served dual purposes as both the county’s public li-
brary and the school’s library. 
 
In 1959, the Gilmer County Library joined with Cherokee and Pickens Counties in a 
regional library system. This regional system was named the Sequoyah Library System 
in 1961, with its main offices in Canton, Georgia. Also in 1959, bookmobile service to 
Gilmer County began. It made regular visits until its operations ceased in 1997. 
 
In 1972, plans began for a building to be constructed to house only the Gilmer County 
Library. Ruth Hamrick, the librarian from 1968-1989, was the force behind this plan, 
and was also credited spearheading the Ellijay-Gilmer County Library Foundation, a 
foundation developed to enhance the library’s collection through private donations 
and memorials. 
 
In 1974, a lot between Dalton and Sand Streets in Ellijay was bequeathed to the library 
by the estate Mrs. Bessie McLeod Watkins, the late wife of Dr. Ed Watkins. When the 
land was transferred to the county, the adjacent Watkins home was purchased, and 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 21. 
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Gilmer County and Ellijay Elementary High/School Library 
1956 - 1977 

Photo: Gilmer County Library 
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this building has served as county commissioners’ office, a courthouse annex, and is 
now the Downtown Ellijay Welcome Center. Funds were raised for the new library’s 
construction through grants, the County Commissioners’ Revenue Sharing Funds, the 
Governor’s Contingency Funds, local organizations’ 
and community’s donations. Ground was broken for 
the new facility in October of 1976, and it opened on 
September 13, 1977. The library’s previous facility 
then exclusively became Ellijay Elementary School’s 
library. 
 
In March of 1989, the Gilmer County Library Board 
of Trustees filed a preapplication with the Georgia 
Department of Education to add more space and 
renovate the existing building. It was approved, and 
construction on the addition began in February of 
1991, and was completed in September of the same 
year. The entire building had gained 4,000 addition-
al square feet, with a total of 10,000 feet, and a gene-
alogy collection room was a popular addition. At that 
point in time, the library exceeded 20,000 volumes 
with fully automated cataloging and circulation. 
 
In 1998, the library’s computers were linked online with the others in the Sequoyah 
Regional Library System. This made the sharing of library materials much easier, and 
allowed patrons to use their card at all the system’s branches. With the increasing use 
of the library and increase in Gilmer County’s population, the library’s Board of Trus-
tees’ chairman Paul Nealey appointed a committee to study the possibility of a new li-
brary. The committee was tasked with investigating the acquisition of five acres of land 
for a new building, preferably within Ellijay’s city limits. 
 
Two years later, the Gilmer County Board of Education proposed the donation of five 
acres of the board’s property located .7 of a mile from Ellijay on Highway 282 near the 
site of a proposed new elementary school. The Board of Education made the donation 
with the contingency that the library needed to be built within five years, and the prop-
erty would be transferred to the library board. The formal donation of the land was in 
October 2000. 
 
The Ellijay-Gilmer County Library Foundation funded an architect to design the new 
facility, and the artist’s rendering was presented in August 2001. The library founda-
tion chairman Homer Hefner and other supporters went into the community to speak 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 22. 
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Gilmer County Library 
Dalton Street, Ellijay 

Top photo: Original Building; opened September 1977 
Bottom Photo: Building with Addition and Renovations;  

opened September 1991 
Photos: Ellijay Times-Courier 
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to organizations and gather petition cards to support local funding. Over 1,700 signa-
tures were presented to the Gilmer County Board of Commissioners and a request was 
made for the board to put funds for a new library on the next SPLOST (Special Option 
Local Sales Tax) referendum. The commissioners agreed to include $2 million towards 
library construction in the next SPLOST, and the referendum passed in September 
2003. Lobbying continued for the next two years for the state to match the SPLOST 
funds, and in the 2005 legislative session, the Georgia General Assembly approved the 
matching $2 million in 20-year bonds for the Gilmer County Library. The project was 
on hold until the bonds were sold in March of 2006. 

 
The groundbreaking ceremony for the new library on Calvin Jackson Drive was held in 
August 2006, with construction beginning a few months later in October. The building 
was completed one year later in October 2007. Sunday, November 11, 2007 was the 
last day at the Dalton Street location, and the new library opened to the public on 
Tuesday, November 27. At the time of the grand opening celebration on January 27, 
2008, the amount of square footage available for use was 20,000 square feet, with an 
additional 6000 feet available for expansion. 
 
Over the next few years, in addition to circulating print, audio, and electronic books 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 23. 
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The Building of the Gilmer County Library on Calvin Jackson Drive; Ellijay, Georgia 
2001-2007 

From the design and artist’s rendering, to raising funds and breaking ground, and actual  
construction to completion.  Then moving in, the Grand Opening, and back to business. 

Photos: Gilmer County Library and Ellijay Times-Courier 
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through the Sequoyah Library System and providing internet avail-
ability for patrons, Gilmer County Library offered numerous pro-
grams for the community’s youth and adults; became the meeting 
place for its library partners, the Master Gardener Volunteers and 
the Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc., as well as other com-
munity groups; provided space on the outdoor acreage for the Mas-
ter Gardener Volunteers’ D.I.G. (Discover, Inspire, Grow,) a display 
garden with flowers, herbs, vegetables, and serene sitting; and even 
more activities and events. 

 
As part of the state’s budget for fiscal year 2018, it was announced that the Gilmer 
County Library would receive funds for upgrades to the facility. The amount of 
$250,000 would come from a major renovation and repair grant from the Georgia 
Public Library Service. As before when the library on Calvin Jackson Drive was con-
structed, a bond sale took place before the money could be received and renovations 
could begin. The funds from the bond sale were then used to finish the library’s base-
ment, which was not open to the public in 2018 due to its unfinished condition and 
lack of air conditioning. As such, it was only being used for storage at the time. The 
basement was already accessible by stairs and elevator, and the plan for the finished 
space included the addition of restrooms, air condi-
tioning, and a variety of equipment. The result after its 
completion in September of 2019 was a creative, co-
learning, and meeting place for patrons and organiza-
tions. The large space is flexible and can be divided 
into two meeting areas using tabled or audience seat-
ing. Large monitors are placed on the walls around the 
perimeter of the room, and plans are being made for 
their use in virtual meetings and webinars. With their 
use through the internet, the Gilmer County commu-
nity could virtually change and become a global com-
munity within the walls of the library. 
 
In the span of a little over 80 years, the Gilmer County Library has grown from book-
lending in a room of the Gilmer County Courthouse to a modern building that provides 
the community a space for meeting, research, activities, events, learning, growing, and 
more. Check it out! 
 
 
 
(Information from Anita Davis Summers, the Gilmer County Library, the Ellijay 
Times-Courier, and Heritage of Gilmer County 1832-1996 was used in this article.) 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 24. 
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The Finished Basement:  

Before and After 
Photos: Ellijay Times Courier  

and Barbara J. Dover 

 

The D.I.G. 
Photo: Barbara J. Dover 

 

 

Photo: Barbara J. Dover 
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Gilmer County’s religious history has traditionally been Christian, with several denom-
inations represented by churches throughout the county. As more people move into 
the area, bringing their differing cultures and faiths, this is bound to evolve. Down-
town Ellijay currently has nine houses of worship, two of which date back to the 
1800’s. 
 

~The First Baptist Church of Ellijay~ 
 

The history of the First Baptist Church of Ellijay dates back 
to 1875 when it was called The Baptist Church of Ellijay. 
The church has always had a desire to spread the glory of 
God through missions and discipleship. Proof of this was 
found in the church’s minutes in 1910 when a request of 
the names of all missionaries in the field was sent to the 
Foreign (now International) Mission Board for the purpose 
of praying for them by name. 
 
Around 1916, the church split into two separate entities: 
the Ellijay Baptist Church and First Baptist Church of El-
lijay. These two churches were antagonistic towards each 
other for almost 15 years, until a two-week revival resulting 
in over 100 people saved and about the same number of 
baptisms, also led to negotiations for joining the two 
churches together again. The negotiations were successful 
and the reunited church was called The Baptist Church of 
Ellijay. However, First Baptist Church of Ellijay was still 
used by the community, so the name was changed once 
again. 

 
Even when The Great Depression was being felt in Ellijay, FBC Ellijay decided to buy 
property in the downtown area and in 1933, the church built a new facility. In 1955 a 
new educational wing was added, and in the 1960’s discussions began about construc-
tion of a larger sanctuary.  In 1973 a dedication ceremony moved the congregation into 
the present building just to the right of the educational building.  This newer building 
also included additional Sunday School rooms, a pastor’s study, library, nursery, and 
storage rooms.  The lot adjacent to this building was purchased for more parking 
space. Throughout the years, as the church continued to grow its membership, it also 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 25. 
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The First Baptist Church of Ellijay 
Photo: Barbara J. Dover 
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continued to expand with the acquisition of even more adjacent and nearby existing 
buildings and property. FBC Ellijay’s history is one of serving God and the Gilmer 
County community for over 145 years, and the church hopes to continue for many 
years in the future. 
 

~ The First United Methodist Church of Ellijay ~ 
 
The First United Methodist Church of Ellijay has gone through different names and 
locations since the early 1830’s when Reverend William Ellington preached his first 
sermon in Gilmer County. Because his sermons were so well-received, he decided to 
donate a portion of his land where the City Cemetery is now located for a Methodist 
Church. Unfortunately Rev. Ellington died before the deed could be transferred, so in 
1835, his son L. D. Ellington buried his father on the site that he wanted for the 
church, making him the first Ellijay citizen buried in the City Cemetery. 
 
In 1857, L. D. Ellington donated three acres of land near 
the old Ellijay Academy for construction of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. The construction was finished in 1867 
on property that later became the Tabor and Cox burial 
plots. Services were held at this location for 23 years, and 
in 1890, the congregation began planning for a new 
church closer to town. Land for the church was donated 
by W. R. Coleman and was located at Church Street in 
Ellijay. This new church was known as the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South and lumber from the old church 
was used for construction of the frame building. 
 
In 1911, the Methodist Episcopal Church North was built 
on North Main Street, at the corner of College Street and 
today’s North Avenue. Meanwhile, the Methodist Episco-
pal Church South building was soon outgrown, and a 
larger church sanctuary was planned at the Church Street 
location. This necessitated demolishing the existing 
building. 
 
Religious values and beliefs continued to grow, and in September, 1925, the largest 
baptism in the history of North Georgia took place with 84 people from Ellijay First 
Baptist, Ellijay Baptist Church, both North and South Methodist Episcopal Churches, 
and East Ellijay Baptist immersed in the Ellijay River. 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 26. 
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The First United Methodist Church of Ellijay 
Photo: Barbara J. Dover 
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Both North and South Methodist Episcopal Churches worshipped together at the 
North location until the new church was completed in 1927. This new church was given 
the name Watkins Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church in honor of the Watkins 
family. In the first part of the 20th century, discussion regarding slavery and barriers 
became stumbling blocks towards unification between the Methodist and Episcopal 
churches, but issues were resolved in 1939, and the two churches unified, using the 
term Methodist church from then on. The church on Ellijay’s Church Street then be-
came Watkins United Methodist Church. 
 
In November 1966, construction of an adjacent education wing for the church began, 
and it was occupied in September of 1967. In 1972, a steeple was built as a memorial to 
Irma McCutchen by her family and friends; and in 1973, a portion of the land on Main 
Street where Sailor’s Ford dealership was previously located was purchased for a park-
ing lot. As the church continued to grow, in 1989, a committee was formed to plan fa-
cilities for the future. 
 
In 1994, the congregation voted to sell the Church Street buildings and parking lot to 
the Good Samaritan Catholic Church and begin construction of a new education wing 
and fellowship hall on McCutchen Street. In 1995, the new First United Methodist 
Church of Ellijay building was occupied with worship services first held in the fellow-
ship hall; and the new sanctuary of the church was later completed with its dedication 
on May 18, 1997. 
 

~ Good Samaritan Catholic Church ~ 
 

Good Samaritan Catholic Church was first established as a 
mission Blue Ridge, Georgia in October of 1967. After sev-
eral years in temporary locations in Blue Ridge and Ellijay, 
Father Jorge Christancho offered the church’s first Mass 
on June 9, 1984, at 97 North Main Street in Ellijay. Father 
Steve Yander succeeded Father Christancho and offered 
his first Mass in Ellijay in August of 1984. The Chapel of 
Bernhardt Funeral Home was a temporary space for a 
time. 
 
In the 1990’s, Father Foley and Father Doyle offered Mass 
at Sailors Drive, however in 1994, the property of Watkins 
Memorial United Methodist Church was acquired, and 
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February 27, 1996, Father Doyle welcomed Archbishop Donoghue for the dedication of 
our new sanctuary. In 1997, the church continued to grow with Spanish Masses added 
every Sunday. 
 
In the early 2000’s, Father Chris Williamson came to cover both St. Anthony Catholic 
Church in Blue Ridge and Good Samaritan Catholic Church in Ellijay. However, in 
2006, the Archbishop assigned Father Randy Mattox to Good Samaritan. The parish 
came together with picnics, Flea Market fundraisers, and became more visible in the 
community; and in 2007, some parishioners traveled to Italy on a pilgrimage to Ven-
ice, Florence, Assisi, and Rome. But in 2008, Good Samaritan changed its status as a 
Mission to a Parish with Father Randy as its pastor. On February 24, 2008, Archbish-
op Gregory installed Father Randy as the pastor and blessed the altar. 
Good Samaritan became even more visible in the community through the celebration 
of Corpus Christi, and by the middle of 2008, an 11:00 a.m. Mass was added to the reg-
ular 9:00 a.m. Mass on Sundays. By 2010, the parish had grown to 200+ members and 
remains active in the Ellijay community, giving back through over 20 ministries. In 
2014, Father Carlos Vargas was installed as the pastor, and he serves today. Good Sa-
maritan Catholic Church came from humble beginnings, but the journey of the parish 
continues. 
 
            ~ Ellijay Church of Christ ~ 
 
The first record of the Ellijay Church of Christ’s meeting was in a tent set up on Dalton 
Street where ETC is now located.  The meeting began on June 23, 1946 and lasted from 
10-12 nights and resulting in five baptisms and 3-4 restorations.  Worship services be-
gan being held in the Gilmer County Courthouse 
in July of 1946 and changed meeting locations to 
Logan Funeral Home in November of 1946.  The 
church continued to meet there until 1950 until 
a lot was purchased on North Main Street and a 
building constructed at a cost of $3000.  (The 
location at that time was on the east side of the 
street where the Sugar’s End dental office is now 
located.)  In 1952 two classrooms, a steeple, re-
strooms, and a baptistry were added, again at a 
cost of $3000.  And in 1957, $1000 was spent to 
add two more classrooms.   
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In 1962 a new lot was bought on North Dodge Street and a new building was con-
structed with the cost at $30,000.  The new building would seat 250 and the congrega-
tion moved at the end of September 1963.  Later in the mid-1980’s, a decision was 
made to return to North Main Street.  Several lots were purchased to accommodate ex-
pansion, and The City Motor’s Garage building and land was bought for classes and a 
fellowship hall including kitchen.  The garage’s building was demolished to make room 
for the expansion. 
 
1993 saw the formation of a building committee to create plans and a design for an ad-
dition to the existing building.  The existing building continued to house classrooms 
and the fellowship hall and the addition included an auditorium seating 375, 10 more 
classrooms, a library, a resource room, a church office, and a minister’s study. A tem-
porary wall was placed in the rear of the auditorium that when removed, expands the 
seating to 500.  This new building was dedicated in June of 1994.  The first elders were 
Morris Pettit and Larry Cantrell with Marvin Pritchett added soon after.  Butch Jones 
began serving as the evangelist for the congregation on the first Sunday of February 
1980, with others serving the congregation as well. He has since retired. 
 

~ Ellijay’s Hispanic Churches ~ 
 

In the late 1970’s and 1980’s, Ellijay saw an 
influx of Hispanic people joining the com-
munity and continued their practice of wor-
ship here as they had in Mexico and Guate-
mala.  Many families began attending the 
Good Samaritan Catholic Church when the 
Mass was offered in Spanish.  In addition to 
Catholicism, several other denominations 
have been represented in Spanish-speaking 
churches in the past 20 years. With two 
church locations on North Main Street, Ig-
lesia Pentecostal Unida El Mana Del Cielo 

and Iglesia Asamblea De Dios; another church on Dalton Street, Iglesia Pentecostal 
Unida LatinoAmericana; and two on South Main Street, Iglesias Angelica Pentecostes 
and Iglesia Evangelica CentroAmericana Inc., the Hispanic population of Ellijay now 
have more options to celebrate their culture when practicing their faith.  
 
Information from fbcellijay.com, fumcellijay.org,goodsamiritanellijay.com, Heritage 
of Gilmer County 1932-1996 (as written by Butch Jones) and Ellijay Times-Courier. 
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Benjamin Cicero Logan, 
Sr. and Samuel Gordon 
Dover were selling modes 
of work transportation 
long before they partnered 
in the Dover Logan Chev-
rolet Company in down-
town Ellijay. B. C. started 
a business in 1917 buying 
mules to sell as a work an-
imal to replace the ox. He 
was married to Nola Mary 
Dover, and when his busi-

ness started booming, he took on Nola’s first cousin and her uncle Jason Gordon Do-
ver’s son Samuel Gordon Dover as a partner. Later on, they used the capital earned by 
mule trading to partner in a Chevrolet dealership located on the corner of the square 
and what is now South Main Street with a lot across South Main Street for used car 

sales; a mercantile store directly across the 
square on the corner and what is now South 
Main Street; and real estate throughout the 
county. In the 1930’s, they decided to dissolve 
the partnership in a civil way as there were no 
disagreements or negative reasons to end it. The 
method for dissolution would be for B. C. and 
Gordon to write down what business they want-
ed to retain from the dissolution, and when they 
met with their decisions, Gordon turned over his 
paper and had the Chevrolet business written as 
his choice. When B. C. revealed his decision, he 
had selected the Dover and Logan Mercantile 
Store, a general merchandise store that sold eve-
rything from groceries to caskets. 
 

S. G. Dover continued running Dover Chevrolet Company until his early death in 1942 
when his sons Alba (Pete) and Hansel (Hank,) as well as other family members contin-
ued to manage the business. After S. G.’s death, the dealership became a three-way 
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partnership with the sons and their 
mother Effie Burgess Dover. By 1962, 
auto sales were such that the Chevrolet 
company announced plans to close Do-
ver Chevrolet, and the building was 
leased to Service Auto Parts for several 
years until the property was sold. Alba 
had started another business, The Stand-
ard Oil Company, while still working at 
Dover Chevrolet, so he continued work-
ing there until his death in 1981. Hank 
went on to work in various businesses 
around Ellijay, and during the summers 
you could find him tending a huge vege-
table garden. He passed away in 1991. 
 
Meanwhile, in 1928, B. C. Logan, Sr. opened the first funeral home upstairs from the 
Mercantile. The business was later moved to a building on the east side of North Main 
Street where L. M. Bramlett’s Livery and Mule Barn was once located. This building 
was much larger than the one on the square so the downstairs contained a furniture 
store, the funeral home, and a clinic with the top floor housing a hospital. When B. C. 
Logan became the first sole Gilmer County Commissioner in 1946, one of his three 
sons, Ernest, took over the furniture and funeral home business. Ernest had attended a 
school of mortuary and became the first licensed embalmer in Gilmer County. He built 

the first modern funeral chapel on what 
was once the Cox property on Dalton 
Street, and it is still located there today. 
Around 1971, Ernest’s son and one of B C. 
Logan, Sr.’s grandson’s, Scott, having at-
tended University of Tennessee and a 
school of mortuary in Chicago, came back 
to Ellijay to work with his father. He be-
came the third generation to work in this 
Logan business. The building on South 
Main Street that had previously housed 
the Logan Funeral Home and Furniture 
Store burned in the early 1970’s, but it was 
rebuilt and Scott later sold it. 
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Another of B. C.’s grandchildren and the son of Benjamin Cicero Logan, Jr., Mack Lo-
gan, became a businessman like his grandfather. From an early age, Mack was always 
trying to make money, be it from selling eggs from his chickens on the family farm out 
Boardtown Road or delivering milk from his Daddy’s’s dairy east of Ellijay. In 1968, he 
and his wife Dorothy Ann Sumner, purchased the property located on the opposite end 
of the Ellijay square from his grandfather B. C.’s Mercantile, and went into the hard-
ware and furniture business. 
 
Ellijay Hardware was first owned by F. M. 
Hamby on Dalton Street. Hamby Hardware was 
purchased by H. W. Hampton who added furni-
ture at that location. He later purchased the 
building at the west corner of the square and 
Dalton Street from Nick Tankersley. At that 
time the occupant was a general merchandise 
store. When the building was bought by Hamp-
ton, he added space to the back of the building 
and his hardware and furniture store was suc-
cessful for over 40 years. After Hampton died, 
the store was sold to Anderson Holt in 1966. 
Mack and Dorothy Logan bought it from Holt 
in 1968, remodeling it and adding a complete 
line of furniture in the upstairs floor. In addi-
tion to the furniture and hardware supplies, 
they also sold wall covering, built-in appliances, 
hunting and camping supplies, and home de-
cor. In the mid-1970’s, the front of the store 
was remodeled with new windows installed. 
 
On Friday, November 22, 1986, at around 6:46 p.m., a fire was called to the EMA di-
rector, and when the first units arrived, they found a fire burning at Ellijay Hardware 
and Furniture’s side door on Dalton Street and in the back near the fire wall separating 
the hardware store and the adjacent drug store. When the second floor was in flames 
and the roof was collapsing, it was determined that the building could not be saved so 
firefighters from Gilmer and surrounding counties worked on saving the other build-
ings. The fire burned out of control for four hours and even when firefighters thought 
it was under control, hot spots continually flared up due to the caved-in second floor. 
Although adjacent buildings and businesses had smoke and water damage, the efforts 
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by firefighters for over 24 hours saved them from the flames. Mack Logan said nothing 
was saved from the building, but that he would rebuild. He set up a temporary location 
across from the Ellijay Telephone Company on Dalton Street the next week to service 
previously purchased merchandise, and brought appliances such as refrigerators, 
VCRS, and televisions to sell from a separate storage location. 

Mack and Dorothy Logan did rebuild the Ellijay Hardware 
and Furniture Store and rented it while he tried his hand at 
another business. The hardware store later moved to South 
Main Street in a building that formerly housed Lay’s 5 & 10. 

Mack and Dorothy bought the contents of the hardware store and the Ace Hardware 
franchise in 1996. Around 2005, they expanded their lease into the adjacent Thrift-
town Supermarket building to include furniture again. There was a former clothing 
store housed in a building north of the former Thrifttown building, so the Logans later 
expanded into that building and began selling apparel. Today, Mack and Dorothy Lo-
gan’s Ace Hardware & Building Supplies; Ace Furniture & Appliances; and Ace Boots & 
Clothing occupies all the buildings on that property. All they need is groceries and cas-
kets to have a Mercantile Store like Mack’s grandfather Benjamin Cicero Logan, Sr. 
and his cousin Samuel Gordon Dover did in the 1920’s. Well, Mack and Dorothy’s store 
in the 2020’s is a bit larger and a lot more modern. After all, 100 years have passed 
since then. 
 
(Information from interviews with businessman Mack Logan, Dover family history, 
and the Ellijay Times-Courier was used in this article.)  

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 33. 
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The Ellijay Courier was the first paper in Gilmer County to continue publication since 
it began in September of 1875. A weekly newspaper, its publication day was Wednes-
day and was housed in the old brick courthouse in the center of Ellijay. H.A. Lumsden 
was the first editor and subscriptions were $2.00 per year. 
 
Lumsden was editor for 8 months, then sold the company to stockholders including 
E.W. Watkins, J.W. Watkins, J.C. Allen, and others. The editorship changed hands 
over the next years with E.H. Gruby, Samuel R. Freeman, J.C. Allen, G.F. Cochran, 
W.F. Combs, E.W, and his brother W.S. Coleman, Horace Ellington, and J.H. 
Hutchison at the helm. The publication day changed to Friday and then back to 
Wednesday. 

 
Horace Ellington launched another newspaper in 
1864: Mountain Sentinel. This newspaper com-
bined with the Ellijay Courier to form the Courier-
Sentinel with J.H, Hutchison and John S. Everett 
the joint proprietors. In 1899, George W. Gates be-
came the sole editor and owner of the Courier-
Sentinel. In the meantime, S. Estes Johnston began 
the editor and publisher of another newspaper, 
the Ellijay Times. T.H. Tabor assumed publication 
of the newspaper in 1902, and the Courier-
Sentinel became the Ellijay Courier once again. In 
1906, Horace Ellington rejoined the Ellijay Couri-
er, and Tabor and Ellington became joint editors 
and publishers. 

 
In 1908, S. Estes Johnston sold the Ellijay Times, and Cornelius Bramlett became edi-
tor, but by the end of the year, Bramlett had retired and was succeeded by J. Gordon 
Cole. Also at the end of 1908, Tabor sold his interest in the Ellijay Courier to Horace 
Ellington who became the sole editor and owner. Later that year, it moved into its own 
equipped building and by the end of 1910, the Courier was the newspaper of record in 
Ellijay. 
 
In May of 1911, the Ellijay Times became Ellijay’s newspaper of record, but by 1915, 
this distinction had returned to the Ellijay Courier. At the end of the year, Horace El-
lington announced the sale of the Ellijay Courier to Edge Brothers of Jasper and C.F. 
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Owen of Atlanta. This publishing group had already negotiated the sale of the Ellijay 
Times, and arranged for consolidation of the two papers into the Times-Courier. The 
final editor of the Ellijay Courier was Horace M. Ellington and the Ellijay Times was 
Mary Tankersley. 
 
In 1920, the Edge Brothers leased their interest in the Times-Courier to C.F. Owen, 
and in 1924, they relinquished all connection to the newspaper to Owen. Owen contin-
ued ownership until September 1, 1959, when it was sold to Roy A. Cook of Murphy, 
North Carolina, ending his 44-year career as editor and publisher. 
 
The paper had been printed on handset type in small quarters 
behind the Huff Building, and Cook moved it into a larger build-
ing on River Street, installed a flatbed press, and went to a small-
er format than previous editions. Cook and his family enlarged 
the commercial printing department and added a complete line 
of office supplies. In September of 1967, George N. Bunch II 
bought the Times-Courier and became publisher and editor, with 
his wife Annetta the associate editor. They changed the printing 
format to offset printing and increased the staff. 
 
Around the late 1980’s, before the death of Louis Scharlach in 1990, the Times-Courier 
purchased the building of the Ellijay Toggery, and when Jim and Chela Bailey bought 
The Toggery brand, the building was rented for the next six years to The Bailey 
Toggery.  After the clothing shop changed locations, the Times-Courier expanded their 
offices into that building.   
 
The Times Courier was owned and operated by the Bunch family from 1967 to 2015, 
when it was sold to Community Newspapers Inc.  CNI is proud to oversee the official 
news source of Gilmer County and the north Georgia mountains, working towards ful-
filling their belief that strong newspapers build strong communities. work. The Times-
Courier debuted a redesign of both the print edition and www.timescourier.com in 
2016. After almost 150 years, the Times-Courier, the official organ of Gilmer County, 

still covers the news, events, and culture of this North Georgia community. 
 
(Information from www.timescourier.com, the Centennial Edition of the Times-
Courier,  the Times-Courier magazine Information Please, and George N. Bunch III 
was used in this article.)   
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Ellijay’s first high school was known as the Old Insti-
tute and was constructed in 1898-99 to replace the El-
lijay Seminary on College Street. This served as the on-
ly high school in the county at that time and also in-
cluded primary grades until 1923. The Ellijay Elemen-
tary/High School was constructed across the street in 
1936, leaving the Old Institute building vacant. 
 
In 1937, Joe Kelly McCutchen, Sr. leased the two-story 
brick building and began repairing and remodeling it to 
prepare for the manufacturing of bedspreads. 
McCutchen, Sr., was gifted $50,000 from his father-in-

law B. J. Bandy, a pioneer in Dalton, Georgia’s textile field, to join with his wife Chris-
tine Bandy McCutchen and form the J. & C. Bedspread Company. The two had plans 
for their company to suspend the candlewicking of bedspreads in homes and do all the 
work in-house. (Up until then, companies like the O’Kay Bedspread Company of Dal-
ton distributed bedspreads that were printed with various patterns into homes of west-
ern Gilmer County for tufting and candlewicking the designs that had been stamped 
onto the spreads. After the stitching was complete, a company representative picked 
them up to return to Dalton. It was the financial compensation from this textile indus-
try that helped many families in the northwestern area of Georgia survive the Depres-
sion.) 
 
As Joe K. McCutchen, Sr., a Georgia Tech graduate, was re-
modeling the old school building, he ended up creating a lot 
of the machinery for use in the “spread mill.” As a result, he 
held 27 patents for textile machinery. As Joe continued 
working to get the the mill up and running, he and Christine 
enlisted the help of Christine’s first cousin Bandy Fuller as 
bedspread designer and handyman. Bandy recalls in his 
book about his years in the bedspread and carpet indus-
try, Beauty over the Bed and Softness Under Your Feet, “Joe 
and Christine, like B. J., were hard task masters. I worked 
with them for 20 years. During business hours they were 
hard-as-nails with me, with everyone. But outside business, 
Joe and Christine were the most gracious and enjoyable cou-
ple one could be around.” 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 36. 

56) The J. & C. Companies: When the Going Gets “Tuft,” Innovate! 

56)        The J. & C. Companies: 
  When the Going Gets “Tuft,” Innovate! 

 
Old Institute School 

Later remodeled for J. & C Bedspread Company 
Photo: facebook.com 

 

Joe and Christine McCutchen 
Photo: The Annals of Upper Georgia 

Centered in Gilmer County 



 

Page 36 
The Gi lmer County  Genea log i c a l  Soc ie t y ,  I nc .  

 

The Evolution of Ellijay 
-continued- 

The McCutchens were dedicated to their business and worked as 
hard as their 1000 employees. Bandy Fuller writes, “A few 
months after their company, J.& C., was started in a discarded 
public school building, Joe and Christine built themselves a bed-
room inside the sewing room, where the noise was terrific 24 
hours a day. They did it to save money, but how they slept in 
there is beyond me. This is typical of the work and effort they put 
forth to make the business a success. Their salary was $100.00 a 
month to begin with. Mine was $50.00 a month. Later on they 
eventually became millionaires, but they earned every penny.” 

 
The company expanded in 1938 by constructing 
two new buildings, and in 1940, J. & C. Cottons 
was formed. This included a mill with 7000 spin-
dles and 65 wide looms designed for spinning and 
weaving thread for duck fabric as well as heirloom 
and hobnail types of bedspreads. In 1942, The J. 
& C. Bedspread Plant and Thread Mill continued 
their expansion with a new office building and 
storage room. 
 

In 1944, Joe K. and Christine McCutchen announced generous donations to Gilmer 
County and Ellijay amounting to $75,000. The majority of their gifts were designated 
for Ellijay High School, although some were to benefit other Ellijay community and 
Gilmer County institutions. Among the gifts designated were $21,600 for a golf course 
and clubhouse; $10,000 for swimming pool and lighted tennis court; $8,500.00 for 
industrial and vocational building; and $7,000 for lighted football field and stadium. 
In 1945, Ellijay High School organized a band with instruments and uniforms donated 
by the McCutchens. 
 
In 1950, J. & C. Cottons was liquidated 
and J & C Carpet Company was formed 
for the manufacture of tufted rugs and 
carpets. Throughout the years of its oper-
ation, the J. & C. companies often were 
damaged by fire. One fire in 1961 that was 
caused by a short circuit and spread over 
a latex room resulted in over a quarter 
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million dollars in damage. Finished goods and two expensive rug machines were 
counted among the losses. Following this fire, the manufacturing of bedspreads was 
completely discontinued, and the company’s primary focus became room-sized rugs. 
Carpet machinery and a complete foaming operation were added for the process. Tuft-
ed rug volume in 1962 was the highest of any product in J. & C.’s 25 years of business. 
 
According to Ellijay City Councilmember Al Fuller, the son of Bandy Fuller, J. & C..’s 
former designer who left J. & C. in 1956 to form the rug company Hampton Mills along 
with Hayden Hampton and James Tankersley, J. & C. Bedspread was abandoned 
sometime in the 1960’s and most of its buildings were demolished in the 1970’s. This 
property eventually evolved into the current Ellijay City Hall and Public Safety Depart-
ment. 

 
Councilmember Al Fuller explained how this came about. 
Around 1944 when Joe and Christine made their donations 
to the City of Ellijay, they included the building of a 3-4 hole 
golf course that was located where Walmart was originally 
constructed and where Ingles is today. At the time of the golf 
course’s construction, years before 515 had been constructed, 
the property was considered within Ellijay and belonged to 
the City. It sat unused for years, and when Letchwich Wat-
kins was mayor in the 1970’s, the City traded that golf course 
property for the vacant site on North Main Street where J. & 
C. was previously located. The City later purchased addition-
al adjacent property from the McCutchens to build the fire 
station. The City Hall/Public Safety complex was dedicated 
in October of 1996. Fuller added that about 20 years ago the 
street beside Ellijay Elementary School which was previously 
an extension of College Ave. was renamed McCutchen Street 
to commemorate the family’s contributions to Ellijay and 
Gilmer County. Joe K. and Christine McCutchen and mem-
bers of their family used innovation and a strong work ethic 
to manufacture quality products shipped nationwide and 
provide employment for thousands in their industries. 

 
(Information from The Annals of Upper Georgia Centered in Gilmer County by 
George Gordon Ward; the Ellijay Times-Courier; Beauty over the Bed and Softness 
Under Your Feet by Bandy Fuller, and conversations with Ellijay City Councilmem-
ber Al Fuller were used in this article.) 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 38 

56)   The J. & C. Companies: When the Going Gets “Tuft,” Innovate! 

 

Ellijay City Hall Complex Design 
Ellijay Times-Courier 

September 8, 1977 

 



 

Page 38 
The Gi lmer County  Genea log i c a l  Soc ie t y ,  I nc .  

 

The Evolution of Ellijay 
-continued- 

Formal educational opportunities for the young people of Ellijay and Gilmer County date back 
to the early 19th century. In the early days, elementary schools had locations in every commu-
nity of Gilmer County, either in a one-room log building or in a church building. There were 
once up to forty-six elementary schools in Gilmer County, and most were private schools. 
 

The Oakland Academy was established by Na-
than T. Tabor and John E. Robeson in 1867 on a 
site once used for religious assemblies and 
camp meetings.  Its location was in the Cartecay 
section of Gilmer County about 8 miles east of 
Ellijay, and it was the first mission-type school 
in Gilmer County.  The abundance of great oaks 
in the region prompted the name “Oakland,” 
originally a private school. Students attended 
the school from the surrounding counties, and 
the Oakland Academy was operated for many 
years as a church school by the Methodist Epis-

copal Church (South).  Thirty years after the original academy, the second Oakland school was 
erected in 1897. In 1900 it was also known as the Oakland Academy and run by the North 
Georgia Methodist Conference.  In 1929 the private school was discontinued, and the property 
was deeded to Gilmer County for a country school.  Fires destroyed the school in 1929, 1940, 
and 1955. Following the fire in 1955, a new building was erected and Oakland Elementary 
School was held in the current building.  Although it had undergone several renovations, Oak-
land Elementary School was held there from 1955 until its controversial closing at the end of 
the 2012 school year. 
 
A state act in 1866 established a general system of schools for Georgia and another one in 1871 
provided for the operation of public schools.  Public schools with a term of three months in 
Gilmer County were beginning in 1871, although without funds appropriated for them. Eventu-
ally in 1875, a special act from the Georgia Legislature appropriated funds for the payment of 
Gilmer teachers retroactive to 1871.  Ironically, the money was raised by a special tax levied by 
the state upon its impoverished people.   
 
In 1884, the Gilmer County Board of Education, consisting of J. F. Chastain, John W. Holt, P. 
G. Hyatt, and W. F. Hill, adopted the following textbooks: McGuffey’s Revised Readers, Har-
vey’s Grammar, the Sanford Arithmetics, Venable’s History, Worcester’s Dictionary and Ec-
lectic System of Penmanship.  In addition to the textbooks adopted in 1884, at an 1885 meet-
ing of the Board and teachers, the county school commissioner William F. Hill, spoke about 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 39. 
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Oakland Academy Historical Marker 
Photo: waymarking.com 

Oakland Elementary School in 2021 
Photo: Carolyn Crisp Edmondson 

 

Gladys Spivey 
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The Evolution of Ellijay 
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new methods of teaching and new school charts.  J. S. Everett and W. L. Harper then spoke 
upon inculcating in student groups customs of politeness toward teachers and strangers.  A 
report by W. F. Hill quoted the progress of education in 1885 as, “Since last year, five new 
schoolhouses have been erected.” 
 
A school called the Seminary was established in 1874 by the 
Northern Methodist church.  It was located on Seminary Hill, cur-
rently the site of the Ellijay Cemetery. The Seminary burned in 
1897, and in 1900, the town of Ellijay built the Ellijay Institute. 
The Ellijay Institute was located on College Street, and it served as 
the only high school in the county at that time. It also included 
primary grades for a time until 1923, and in 1923, an addition in-
cluding an auditorium was added to the original building along 
with a four-acre track of level land for a playground.   
 
In 1936, a new school was constructed across the street from the Ellijay Institute, leaving this 
structure vacant.  This new school, Ellijay Elementary and High School, housed grades 1-11.  
For the next 15 years, students could graduate Ellijay High School after only 11 years, but in 
1952, students were required to attend 12 years of school.  This school has had several different 
construction periods throughout its existence.  In 1944, Joe, Sr. and Christine McCutchen, 
owners of J. & C. Bedspread Company located across the street in the previous Institute build-

ing, made generous donations of cash and land to the 
school.  The donations were earmarked for a football sta-
dium, later named McCutchen Field; the county public 
swimming pool;  a field house for the football team; band 
instruments and uniforms; a vocational building; a golf 
course; playground equipment; audio-visual equipment; 
and new office furniture. In 1951, the high school section 
of the school burned, but students were dispersed 
throughout the county and classes including the school/
public library were shifted into different spaces while a 
new structure was built on the same site.  In 1956, a new 
high school, Gilmer High School, was built south of El-
lijay, and Ellijay Elementary and High School became El-
lijay Elementary. 

 
Meanwhile, in 1945-1946, under the leadership of Mr. Bryan Parks, the Superintendent of the 
Gilmer County School System. a program of planning to consolidate the schools in the county 
began.  It took some time to convince the people of the need and advantage of the consolida-
tion even though they knew their small schools were below standards. Mr. Parks visited every 
school and community many times to discuss the need and possibilities for more adequate ed-
ucational programs.  By 1956 all the one-room and two-room schools had been consolidated 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 40. 
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Teachers in front of Ellijay Seminary 
1895 

Photo: The Annals of Upper Georgia 
Centered in Gilmer County 

  

Ellijay Elementary and High School 
Photo: facebook.com 
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into eight elementary schools and one high school (1) Boardtown Elementary (closed in 1965,) 
(2) Ellijay Elementary (still open,) (3) East Ellijay Elementary (1951-1998,) (4) Henry Grady 
(closed in 1965,) (5) Oakland Elementary (closed in 2012,) (6) Rock Creek School (closed in 
1965,) (7) Southwestern (1955- 1980,) (8) Tails Creek (closed in 1964,) and Gilmer High 
School opened in 1956. 

With an increase in population and the need to educate its school-aged children, especially 
grades PreK-3,the Gilmer County Board of Education began investing in more new facilities as 
well as additions and renovations to existing schools in Ellijay, south of Ellijay, and east of El-
lijay.  In 1970, Ellijay Primary School for grades preK-3 was built beside Ellijay Elementary 
School in the location where the old McCutchen 
Field, Gilmer County and Ellijay Elementary School 
Library, and Ellijay Cannery used to be. In the 
1980’s, the school added a first grade hall consisting 
of eight classrooms with two large rooms also added 
for art and music classes.  In 1986, the gymnasium 
was completes; and in 1987-1988 the second grade 
wing was added.  By 1996, Ellijay Primary School 
was a Pre-K-3 school serving 2 PreK classes, nine 
kindergarten classes, two multi-age classes, seven 
first grade classes, and eight second grade classes. 
In 2018, Ellijay Primary School’s name was changed 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 41. 
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Gilmer County Community Elementary Schools 
(Clockwise from top left:) Henry Grady School in 1940’s; Henry Grady School in 1950’s; 

Boardtown Elementary School 1956; East Ellijay Elementary School; 
Rock Creek Elementary School 1956; Tails Creek Elementary School 1956; 

Oakland Elementary School; Oakland Academy; Southwestern Elementary School 1962 
(Center:) Ellijay Elementary and High School 

Photos : facebook.com 

 

 

 

Ellijay Primary School 
(renamed Clear Creek  Elementary School in 2018) 

Photos: Barbara J. Dover 
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to Clear Creek Elementary School in anticipation of the new elementary school to be built on 
the east side of the county. 
 

In the mid-1980’s, realizing that primary school-aged 
students would soon be aging out of the current school, 
the school board began plans for a middle school, 
grades 6-8. It was determined that a larger facility on 
the Ellijay Elementary School site would be construct-
ed.  Included in the plans was the destruction of the 
school, most of which was still in use from its origin in 
1936.  The old Ellijay Elementary (and High School) 
was demolished in July of 1987, and new buildings for 
Ellijay Middle School as well as Ellijay Elementary 
School were then constructed.  Ellijay Middle School 
opened in 1988.  One building remains from when cafe-
terias were added to schools in the 1950’s, and although 
it was once site of the Mountain Education Charter 
High School, it is currently used for storage. 
 

In 1995, a new Gilmer High School with a new gymnasium, band practice field, tennis courts, 
and more was built just up Bobcat Trail from the one that was built in 1956. Ellijay Middle 
School was then moved from downtown Ellijay to the old Gilmer High School and the name of 
the middle school was changed to Gilmer Middle School. 
 
The 21st century saw a need for even more schools, 
so in 2000, a new elementary school was built 
south of Ellijay on Calvin Jackson Drive just off of 
Hwy. 282.  Sharing a driveway with the Gilmer 
County Library and Gilmer Head Start, Mountain 
View Elementary lives up to its name.  
 
Deciding to plan a complex of schools east of El-
lijay off of Yukon Road, Clear Creek Middle School 
was built in 2007 and opened in January of 2008. 
In 2020, Gilmer Middle School consolidated with 
Clear Creek Middle School and the old Gilmer 
High School/Gilmer Middle School campus be-
came the Larry Walker Education Center.  In 2021, 
Clear Creek Elementary School was completed and 
opened for classes.   
 
The Larry Walker Education Center opened in 
2020 and was named after a Gilmer County educa-

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 42. 
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The  1987 Demolition of Ellijay Elementary School 

(Formerly Ellijay Elementary and High School) 

Photos: Ellijay Times-Courier 

 

 

Ellijay and Gilmer High Schools Through the Years 
(From top:) Ellijay Elementary and High School, built 1936; 

Gilmer High School and Gilmer Middle School, built 1956; 
Gilmer High School, built 1995 

Photos: facebook.com and Barbara J. Dover 
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tor and administrator who died in a tragic acci-
dent in 2018.  The campus includes Gilmer 
County Charter System’s Mountain Innovations 
Program; Gilmer Mountain Education Charter 
High School; Gilmer Family Connections; and 
Gilmer Professional Learning Center.  Not repre-
sented on the sign is Gilmer High School’s Col-
lege and Career Academy housed in the old GHS 
Vocational area.  Students can complete classes 
earning a pathway towards careers such as Early 
Childhood Education, Audio/Video/Film Techni-
cian, Culinary Arts, Public Safety, Automotive 
Technician, and more.  Students can also intern 
with local businesses and earn course credit at 
Chattahoochee Technical College onsite in Gilmer County and at the school’s campus.  The 
Mountain Innovations Program is an alternative school where students are enrolled voluntari-

ly to work at their own pace, and involuntarily due to discipli-
nary issues.  The Gilmer Mountain Education Charter High 
School, a non-Gilmer County Charter System night school 
housed on LWEC gives students the opportunity to earn a high 
school diploma.  Other programs on the campus include 
Gilmer Family Connections, a local organization bringing 
community partners’ resources to families, and the Profes-
sional Learning Center, a meeting space used for the profes-
sional development of faculty/staff. 
 

In 2014, the Gilmer County School System applied for and was approved as charter school sys-
tem under contract between the local Board of Education and the State Board of Education 
under the Charter Systems Act.  This decision was made as an opportunity for teachers, ad-
ministrators, parents, and school boards to provide greater flexibility for educational student 
needs within the district, requiring a degree of school level governance in the system. Gilmer 
County Charter Schools within the system are Gilmer High School, Clear Creek Middle School, 
Mountain View Elementary School Ellijay Elementary School, Clear Creek Elementary School, 
and Mountain Innovation Program.   
 
Ellijay and Gilmer County Schools have evolved in their educational practices as well as their 
facilities since the 1800’s when the county was first settled.  From one-room and two-room 
schools to campuses with schools that rival those in metropolitan areas, the students are the 
benefactors of the change.  As they should be. 
 
(Information from Heritage of Gilmer County: 1832-1996, gilmerschools.com, G.H.S. Princi-
pal Carla Foley, and The Annals of Upper Georgia Centered in Gilmer County was used for 
this article.) 

See The Evolution of Ellijay, page 43. 
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Larry Walker Education Center 
(formerly Gilmer High School and 

Gilmer Middle School) 
Photo: Barbara J. Dover 

Gilmer County Charter Schools’ Middle and Elementary Schools 

(Clockwise from top left:) Ellijay Elementary School;  

Mountain View Elementary School; Clear Creek Elementary School;  

Clear Creek Middle School 

Photos: Barbara J. Dover and facebook.com 
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This project of documenting the evolution of Ellijay, Georgia has been a self-imposed all-
consuming task, yet one of the most rewarding.  One of the hardest things we came across was 
finding the dates and even the years of the changes that occurred throughout the decades. 
More times than not, when asking the date that a certain event occurred, I was met with the 
reply, “Oh, I’m not sure, but I think it was around…”  Many times the date was close but there 
were times when it wasn’t anywhere “around” the year that was given.  However, the investiga-
tions that we made eventually gave us the results just about as close as we can get with the rec-
ords we have. 
 
Countless hours were spent in the Gilmer County Library looking at Ellijay Times-Courier mi-
crofilm as well as bound and back copies of the newspaper.  Other resources in the library, es-
pecially photos, documents, and books in the Family Research Room were invaluable.  Gladys 
Spivey and I spent some time in the courthouse in the County Clerk’s office for even more 
newspaper page-turning as they have bound copies of every Times-Courier stored there.  We 
walked downtown Ellijay seeing the way it is now, and then discussing how it used to be.  The 
words “I cannot believe” were uttered over and over. We accessed information in GCGSI’s 
Heritage of Gilmer County: 1932-1996 and The Annals of Upper Georgia Cen-
tered in Gilmer County numerous times.  (We really need to find a way to get these books 
reprinted!) 
 
Interviews with city officials and businessman/Gilmer County native Mack Logan helped an-
swer a lot of the questions; not just the when, but also the why.  As a matter of fact, a multime-
dia presentation of conversations with Gladys and Mack along with a collection of “before and 
now” images of Ellijay accompany this project.  You can find it at: youtube.com/watch?
v=lASzx5OZwZM.  (A very special thanks to my brother David G. Dover for compiling the pho-
tos and audio, and then posting this video on YouTube.) 
 
But this project isn’t over.  We have the “facts,” but now we need the stories.  We want the per-
sonal accounts from folks who grew up in Ellijay and remember it when.  Or maybe you had 
family who lived here, but you live somewhere else.  Tell us their stories.  Or maybe you grew 
up in Ellijay, moved away, and now have moved back.  Reminisce with us. 
 
Send these personal stories to gilmergenealogy@gmail.com and attach photos to accompany 
the story. (No scanner? Just take a photo of your photo and email it along with your story.  I 
can edit your photos for sharpness and clarity, but please don’t photograph them in albums or 
frames because of the glare.)  Let us walk down memory lane along with you.  And who knows?  
Maybe we can publish this project in book or booklet form so that others can join us in this 
walk! 

Postscript 

Barbara J. Dover, GCGSI Publication Chairperson 

Photo: Barbara J. Dover 
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GCGSI Picnic: Thursday, August 12, 2021 

 

After 1.5 years, we finally had an in-person gathering, our “annual picnic.”  A sunny day in the 

Ellijay River Park, we had the chance to see and visit with fellow members and their guests, peo-

ple that we might not have seen in quite awhile.  We introduced ourselves to one another, had 

delicious box lunches from Chick-Fil-A washed down with water, tea, or lemonade and certified 

three new First Families of Gilmer County members. All in all, quite a nice afternoon! 

 

Thanks to GCGSI for funding the meal, President Keely Chalk for picking up the food, Events 

Chairperson Becky Burrell for your beautiful quilt tablecloths, and Recording Secretary/First 

Families Chairperson Gladys Spivey for providing the lovely table centerpieces with flowers from 

your garden. Stay safe, everyone, and we will see you again soon! 

Photos: Becky Burrell, Jan Cooler, and Barbara J. Dover 

Phoro by Sherry Parks Vallee 

Barbara and Janice 

Levi,, Charlotte, and John 

Ben, Eileen, Shirley, Janice, Sherry, and Barbara 

Jerry and Norma 

Jan, Jane, Barbara, and Brenda 

Rebecca, Jan, Bruce, and Jane 

Gladys, Rebecca, Jan, Barbara, 

Brenda, Jerry, and Norma 

Rebeca, Becky, Levi, 

Charlotte, John, and 

Shirley 

Randy, Brenda, Tina, Tim, and David 
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GCGSI Programs With A Purpose 

Jan Cooler, our GCGSI Vice-President and Program Chairperson, has been working hard to secure 

speakers for our upcoming monthly meetings’ programs.  She is excited to announce that the Septem-

ber, October, and November meetings will be devoted to strategies in researching your ancestors.   

 

The September meeting will be at the Gilmer County Library basement meeting room on Saturday, 

September 18, 2021, and members of the Gilmer County Historical Society will be combining with us 

on that date.  We will start with fellowship at 1:30 p.m. and the meeting will begin at 2:00 p.m. The 

program, entitled On the Census Trail: The United States Census from 1790 to 2020, will be presented 

by Jerry Taylor.  He will speak about using census information to research and confirm ancestral infor-

mation of those in your family trees. 

 

Jerry Taylor is a native of Towns County, Georgia, having lived his whole life in the shadow of Brass-

town Bald.  He is a graduate of Towns County High School and Young Harris College.  He also holds 

degrees from University of Georgia, North Georgia College and State University, and Lincoln Memori-

al University.  Taylor retired from Towns County High School after 32 years of teaching and is a char-

ter member of the Byron Herbert Reece Society, having served on its board for a number of years.  He 

is a member of the Towns County Historical Society and is Towns County’s official historian.  His 

home, known as “The Organ Loft,” features his collection of antique reed organs.  

 

The October monthly meeting will also be at the Gilmer County Library Basement Meeting Room with 

fellowship at 1:30 pm. and the meeting beginning at 2:00 p.m.  The date for the October meeting is Sat-

urday, October 16, 2021.  Our speaker will be Larry T. Thomas, and his presentation will be Using 

See GCGSI Programs with a Purpose, page 46. 
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GCGSI Programs With A Purpose 

-continued- 

DNA as a Tool in Your Genealogy Research. If you have had your DNA tested, you might want to bring 

your information to use as a reference. 

 

After serving 8 years in the United States Army, Larry T. Thomas joined the Army Reserves while pur-

suing a bachelor’s degree in Aviation Maintenance Management and obtaining his FAA license as air-

plane mechanic. Larry T. Thomas returned to the Army as a Transportation \Logistics officer where he 

retired as a Captain after 23 years of total service. He received his MBA in Management Information 

Systems from Southern Polytechnic State University while working for the US Army Reserves as a Pro-

ject Manager, and he earned his Certification as a Project Management Professional from the Project 

Management Institute in 2013.  Larry T. Thomas began his Genealogy Research almost 30 years ago, 

beginning with his own Thomas Family who have been Georgia residents since the 1750’s, then branch-

ing out to the rest of his and his late wife’s families.  He began researching for clients in 2008. He re-

cently became semi-retired to pursue genealogy research for clients and his own family, operating 

www.atlantagenealogy.com. He is currently working on several projects including researching and writ-

ing about Cobb County’s own Akers Mill.  The brothers who ran the mill share a common ancestor with 

Larry T. Thomas’ mother.  Larry T. Thomas is a graduate of ProGen-38, and member of the National 

Genealogical Society, Association of Professional Genealogists, Genealogy Speakers Guild, and the 

Gwinnett Historical Society. He serves on the Board of the Georgia Genealogical Society and is the past 

president of the Cobb County Genealogy Society. 

The November monthly meeting will be on Saturday, November 20, 2021 in the Gilmer County Li-

brary Basement Meeting Room.  Again, fellowship will begin at 1:30 p.m. with the meeting beginning 

at 2:00 p.m.  Our own Corresponding Secretaries Ben and Eileen Bailey present Using fami-

lysearch.org, a Free Source for Your Genealogical Research.  If you want hands-on use of fami-

lysearch.org during the presentation, bring a tablet or laptop 

 

Originally from New York and New Jersey, Ben and Eileen Bailey have been retired in Ellijay, Georgia 

for thirteen years after living in Maryland for twenty-three years.  Ben retired from the U. S. Army Sig-

nal Corps having served twenty years, eight of them in Germany.  Eileen taught in elementary schools 

in Maryland and was a math specialist. Ben and Eileen had six children, four of whom are still with us.  

They have been members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints for almost forty-nine years, 

hence their interest in family history.  They have served two full-time missions at the Family History 

Library in Salt Lake City and are currently senior service missionaries for FamilySearch. 

 

As you can see the next three months’ meetings will give you various research strategies that should be 

helpful when you are trying to fill the branches of your family tree.  Check emails and Facebook for any 

changes, and as always, we encourage masks at our meetings and hope that you will stay healthy! 
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First Families of Gilmer County, Georgia 

 

  

The First Families program is designed to honor those 

pioneers who settled in Gilmer County in 1840 or be-

fore, and to recognize their descendants upon becom-

ing members of this program.  We encourage anyone 

who is directly descended from early settlers whose 

names appear on the 1840 or any prior Gilmer County 

Census to apply.  Discovering your Gilmer County 

roots can be challenging and exciting; and your re-

search can serve as a source of information for genera-

tions to come.  An approved applicant receives a cer-

tificate and pin acknowledging this Gilmer County an-

cestor.  Come and join our 233 descendants who are 

currently members of First Families of Gilmer County! 

Applicants are not required to currently reside in 

Gilmer County.  For more information, please visit our 

website at: http://www.gcgsi.org/firstfamilies.html. 

Gladys Dotson Spivey, First Families Chairperson 

Jerry Bohannon  Robert Ray, Joseph  

   Pickett, Cornelius Goble 

Randall Jones  Samuel W. Jones, Sr. 

Timothy Jones  Samuel W. Jones, Sr. 

First Family Members Added During  

The Third Quarter Of 2021 

New Members  Ancestors 

New First Families Members 

(From Left to Right:) GCGSI President Keely Chalk; 

First Families of Gilmer County Chairperson Gladys 

Spivey; First Family Member Jerry Bohannon 

Photo ~ Barbara J. Dover 

(From Left to Right:) First Family Member Randall 

Sam Jones; GCGSI President Keely Chalk; First 

Families of Gilmer County Chairperson Gladys Spivey; 

First Family Member Timothy L. Jones 

Photo ~ Barbara J. Dover 
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Remembering Morris M. Parks 

 

See Remembering Morris M. Parks, page 49. 

Gilmer County lost one of its most honorable men on July 25, 2021.  
Morris Miller Parks passed at the age of 86.  A founding member of  
the Gilmer County Genealogical Society, he was involved in many 
other organizations inside and outside the county, including a dea-
con and member of First Baptist Church of Ellijay for seventy-four 
years.  He was very familiar with downtown Ellijay as he was the 
walking mailman for the city for many years before his retirement 
from the USPS.  Many will miss him, especially his wife of sixty-one 
years, Hilda Priest Parks.  Rest in peace, Morris. 

“What can you say about a man who walks into a room and everyone listens before he 
speaks?” 
 
Those are not my words, they first appeared on a certificate Morris gave to me on July 9, 
1999, when he was GCGSI President.  This is an appropriate time to use the same language 
to describe Morris Parks, much more fitting for Morris than me. 
 
I knew Morris in high school. We never had any interaction those days, he being two years 
older.  Later I when was working at Lockheed, I went to the tool crib to get some drill bits, 
who steps up to assist me? Morris Parks. 

 
When I had moved away and would return to visit, I found that 
the U. S. Postal Service was blessed with Morris and him having 
“boots on the ground,” so to speak.  My youngest daughter related 
that while she was staying with her grandmother on Spring Street, 
she always looked forward to get his deliveries to help her grand-
mother. 
 

Not only was Morris the “man about town,” he was the man that involved himself in numer-
ous organizations that supported public causes.  Morris busied himself in the Oak Bowery 
Masonic Lodge, Ellijay Lions Club, Royal Arch, York Rite, Coosawattee Shrine Club, Scot-
tish Rite, and Yaarab Shrine. 
 
Many years passed, during which I would notice in the Times-Courier, Morris’s activities 
and participation and realize how fortunate Ellijay and Gilmer County were for his time and 
efforts.   
 
In February, 1995, a meeting was held and the word went out.  The citizens responded, vol-
unteers stepped forward and The Heritage of Gilmer County 1832-1996 was on its 
way.  Morris had stepped forward along with several more and the Purple Book came to fru-
ition in 1996. Not already having their hands full, most of the Book Committee became 
members of the Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc., which had been chartered in 

 

All photos for this tribute 
retrieved from 

loganfuneralhome.com. 
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Remembering Morris M. Parks 
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the Spring of 1995.  Officers were elected, Morris was the first Vice 
President. 
 
It was our association in the GCGSI that Morris and I became good 
friends, each knowing he could count on the other.  With one book 
following rapidly one after the other, we found storage space be-
came a concern.  Morris was instrumental in working out arrange-
ments with the First Baptist Church to use some of their storage 
building space. 
 
The Society planned a homecoming for descendants of Gilmer County residents that had 
migrated to the county years before.  The morning of the homecoming we were getting 
ready to leave when the phone rang.  I started to not answer it, but went back in.  I can still 
hear that slow, no emotion-voice say, “Earl, the storage building with our books burned last 
night.”  Morris’s call was the prelude to a totally new effort for GCGSI, replacing our inven-
tory.  Luckily, I had insured the inventory just a few months before.  In true GCGSI spirit 
and fortitude we recovered. 
 
Morris was a great asset when representatives from the Ellijay/Gilmer High School’s decade 
of the 50s established an envied reunion, “Classes of the 50’s.” This reunion went on for 
several years. 
 
I can’t remember Morris Parks in those years with GCGSI, without remembering his fellow 
members and their dedication to the Society.  Too many to name here and many of them 
are gone, leaving us with memories of who we were and what we did. 
 
Gilmer County is indebted to Morris Parks and those of his ilk, who built on the founda-
tion laid by their pioneer ancestors. 
 
In closing, I count Morris among my dearest friends and admire him as “A Son of Gilmer 
County.” 

Earl L. Cagle, Sr. 

 

Although we lived in the same neighborhood, a couple of houses 
apart, I didn't get to know Morris Parks until he was a member of the 
Gilmer County Genealogical Society and I worked at the library.    
 
Morris was devoted to his family, his church, and I never heard him 
say an unkind word about anything or anybody.  He worked tirelessly 
for the many groups and organizations he volunteered his time 
to, always with a cheerful and positive attitude.  And I don't recall ev-
er asking him, "How are you doing, Morris?," that he didn't give his 
smile and answer "I am fine, I am blessed."    A life well lived. 
 

     Glenda Garland 
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Mountain Heritage Newsletter  
Published by Barbara J. Dover 

Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

Publication Chairperson 

 

September 2021 
  

• Monday, September 6 -  Labor Day  

 

• Saturday, September 18  
        GCGSI Monthly Meeting 

        Gilmer County Library Basement Area - 2:00 p.m. 
        Speaker: Jerry Taylor 
       “On the Census Trail: The United States from 1790-2020” 

 
                   

• Research Fridays 

        Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 
Gilmer County Library 

        10:00-12:00 noon/1:00-3:00 p.m. 

         September 3 -  Trish Henson 
         September 10 - Volunteer Unavailable 
         September 17 - Gladys Spivey 
         September 24 - Volunteer Unavailable 

              
 

October 2021 

  

• Monday, October 11- Indigenous Peoples’ Day 

 

• Saturday October 16 
        GCGSI Monthly Meeting 
        Gilmer County Library Basement Area - 2:00 p.m. 

        Speaker: Larry T. Thomas 
        “Using DNA as a Tool in Your Genealogy Research” 
 

• Monday October 31 - Halloween        
 

• Research Fridays 

        Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 
        Gilmer County Library 
        10:00-12:00 noon/1:00-3:00 p.m. 

         October 1 - Trish Henson 
         October 8 - Volunteer Unavailable 
         October 15 - Volunteer Unavailable 

         October 22 - Volunteer Unavailable 
         October 29 - Volunteer Unavailable 

 

November 2021 
 

• Thursday, November 11 - Veterans Day 

 

All GCGSI activities are subject to change.  Please check your email and our Facebook page for updates. 

BULLETIN BOARD 

The Apple Gatherers (1880) 

Frederick Morgan (1856-1927) 

 

This edition of Mountain Heritage is 
dedicated to the memory of: 

 

Founding GCGSI Member 
Morris  Miller Parks (1935-2021) 

 
and the mother of GCGSI member 

Joanne Long, 

Beulah Pack ( 1931-2021). 
 

• Saturday, November 20 

        GCGSI Monthly Meeting 
        Gilmer County Library Basement Area - 2:00 p.m. 
        Speakers: Ben and Eileen Bailey 

        “Using FamilySearch.org, a Free Source for Genealogical Research” 

 

• Thursday, November 25 -  Thanksgiving 

 

• Monday November 29 - Hanukkah 
 

• Research Fridays 
        Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 
        10:00-12:00 noon/1:00-3:00 p.m. 

        November 5 - Trish Henson 
        November 12 - Gladys Spivey 
        November 19 - Volunteer Unavailable 

        November  26 - Library Closed for Thanksgiving Holidays 



 

  We’re online! 

 www.gcgsi.org 

Contact email: gilmergenealogy@gmail.com 

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

706-514-8600 

• GCGSI Membership 

• First Families Application 

• Genealogical Links 

• Officers and Chairpersons 

 

What  Is  Ava i lab le  Onl ine?  

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

• Book Order Forms 

• 1834 and 1840 Census 

• Contact Information 

• GCGSI Newsletters 
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