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F ro m  t h e  Co u r t h o u s e  t o  t h e  Co m p u t e r :  
T h e  A d d i t i o n o f  Te c h n o l o g y  t o  G e n e a l o g i c a l  R e s e a r c h   

Many of our genealogical society’s members in past 
years spent countless hours, dollars, and miles re-
searching their family histories before technology 
began helping to grow our family trees. Numerous 
conversations and correspondence with known rela-
tives possessing detailed family Bibles repeatedly 
burned telephone lines and flashbulbs. Multiple vis-
its to courthouses thought to hold documentation of 
births, marriages, divorces, and deaths put miles on 
vehicles and removed dollars from wallets. 
 
Trips to libraries with research centers provided books with valuable information, but after 
a few hours, trying to remember which book contained what became so frustrating that 
the library’s magazine rack became more interesting than trying to discover what year 3rd 
Great Grandma and Grandpa moved from the farm in one county to the town in another. 
Stomping through church and family cemeteries with butcher paper and pencils brought 
prayers of thick enough boots and strong enough bug spray to keep various critters away. 
And tediously poring over census records with magnifying glasses to analyze spidery yet 
beautiful handwriting often resulted in other glasses of adult beverages shared with rela-
tives who joined in the same search. 
 
Then along came computers, the internet, networked databases, and DNA testing. Infor-
mation that once may have taken months or years to collect may now be found in minutes 
or hours using technology created specifically for the purpose of genealogical research. 
This technology has given researchers ways to locate, network, compile, and store infor-
mation from an easy chair in their homes. Computers have consolidated filing cabinets of 
papers into bytes of storage. Scanners can preserve old photos and documents for future 
generations. Genealogical software provides researchers with ways to compile and organ-
ize data, photos, and documents retrieved from multiple sources that may then be gener-
ated into charts, graphs, and other documents, even books. Accessing and sharing infor-
mation through the internet and various search engines have expedited research, but only 
if the research has already been done accurately and then uploaded. 

See From the Courthouse to the Computer: The Addition of Technology to Genealogical Research, page 2. 
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There are many websites and types of software; ways to browse and collect information for 
family trees. There are different levels of programs and ones that may be used offline, 
online, and both off and online. Before choosing programs and software, researchers 
should create a point of focus and then realistically evaluate their technological abilities, 
computer equipment, and internet connection. Depending on what is available at home, it 
might still be advantageous to conduct research using a library’s or research center’s tech-
nology. 
 
Online databases are found on websites such as ancestry.com; rootsweb.com; myherit-
age.com; fold3.com; and genealogy.com. Keep in mind that these are databases with up-
loaded information from other researchers, so verification is still necessary, often requiring 
additional investigation. There is no guarantee of the accuracy of the uploaded infor-
mation, but they can provide a starting place or give additional clues on which to focus 
while looking for evidence, aiding in what could be an overwhelming and daunting search. 
Access to these programs require a subscription, but there are often trial subscriptions so 
the researcher can use and determine which one is compatible with their needs, technolog-
ical ability, computer equipment, and internet connection. Fold3.com contains data and 
documentation of military service, but with this and all of these databases, there may be 
multiple listings of the same name and even different spellings of the same name. Scrutiny 
of other information such as birth dates is necessary to pinpoint the correct listing and 
documentation. Some of these database websites work together, hopefully resulting in less 
repetition; and depending on the internet connection, their search engines can provide fast 
results of family documents and data. DNA results may even be uploaded to these digital 
libraries, and searches through other uploaded DNA results can help to locate cousins 
around the world. 

From the Courthouse to the Computer: 
The Addition of Technology to Genealogical Research  

-continued- 

Image: istockphoto.com 

See From the Courthouse to the Computer: The Addition of Technology to Genealogical Research, page 3. 
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Other online resources such as findagrave.com, a division of ancestry.com, and social me-
dia such as Facebook groups may be accessed without fees. Photos and data may often be 
available through a simple search on findagrave.com or a question for the Facebook group. 
Findagrave.com often lists parents, siblings, spouses, and children as well, including birth, 
marriage, and death dates, and other interesting family information. However, keep in 
mind that this website, as with other genealogical databases, only store information that 
has been contributed by others and there is no promise of authenticity or accuracy. 
 
Software packages have been developed to organize genealogical information and docu-
ments retrieved online and from other sources. Ultimate Family Tree and Family Tree 
Maker provide templates for organizing and storing data, photos, and documentation, as 
well as its source. But as with everything in the digital age, backups and hard copies are 
highly recommended.  And don’t forget that signing up for iCloud includes 5GB of free 
storage. 
 
This is just a brief introduction and explanation of how technology has enhanced genea-
logical research and some of the technological resources available. 
 
Members are encouraged to share their personal research experiences, both before and 
after the use of technology. 
 
Send these via email to gilmergenealogy@gmail.com using the subject “My Genealogical 
Research Experiences: With and Without Technology.” Stories will be published in up-
coming newsletters.  

From the Courthouse to the Computer: 
The Addition of Technology to Genealogical Research  

-continued- 

Image: www.cliparting.com 
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The summer is coming to an end.  School is back in session.  Time is fleeting!  Re-

flecting on the events of the last year, I can only see how much has changed!  We 

have lost so many in our families and some in our First Families as well. 

 

We are looking for a few good people!  We have openings on our Executive Board.  

We are still looking for someone to take on Events Chair.  This individual helps to 

coordinate snacks for our regular meetings and helps with the set up of the Annual 

Picnic and our Christmas Party.  We do ask that this individual sit in the Executive 
Board meetings to help with planning. 

 

Another opening: Deborah Wilcox has resigned as our First Vice President and Program/Publicity Chair.  

The job description is as follows: 
 

First Vice-President shall: 

     A.  Aid and assist the President, conducting meetings in the absence of the President. 

     B.   Assist committee members when called upon. 

     C.  Perform duties of the Program Chairperson.  (See responsibilities below.) 

Program Chair shall: 

      A.  Be responsible for all programs, workshops, or trips.  

      B.   Secure all speakers or plan a program.  Arrange needed audiovisual equipment such as a video   projector, white boards,  

            etc.  Always arrange microphone for podium even if not requested. 

      C.  Meeting room and conference room for Board to be booked 90 days in advance.  

      D.  Limited funds available for reimbursed travel expense for speaker.  

      E.  Assist other committee chairs as needed.        

Publicity Chair shall: 

      A.  Notify all members of called meetings, annual meetings and regular meetings. 

            Exception: The Recording Secretary will advise the Executive Committee of their meeting at the time the minutes are sent. 

      B.  Publicize any activities the society may conduct or participate in that would be of interest to the public using newspapers, 

            television, postal service, posters, radio, computer or other available media. 

      C.  Assist other committee chairs as needed. 

 

As Fall approaches, take time to spend with your family!  Use the Gift given us everyday and let those 

around you know how much you care; how much you love them; and how much they mean to you! 

“Yesterday is  History; Tomorrow is a Mystery; Today is a Gift – That’s why we call it the Present!” ~ Bill 
Keane 

 

We may not always like those whom we have been gifted, but there is a reason they were put into our 

lives.  Let go of the past, lasso the future, and live in the Present! 

 

Looking forward to seeing you all at the last 4 meetings of 2019! 

 

Keely Chalk 

President, GCGSI 

                                             

 

 

The President’s Corner 

Photos: Barbara J. Dover 
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NEW BOOK AVAILABLE FALL 2019! 
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See  Third Quarter Highlights, 2019, page 7. 

Third Quarter Highlights, 2019 

On Saturday June 15, 2019, GCGSI Past President Karen Titus presented an inter-

mediate level genealogy workshop Digging Deeper into Your Family Roots.  This class 

presented best practices for focusing and organizing family research information.  A 

variety of templates and a list of helpful books were shared with participants. 

On Thursday, June 27, 2019, current GCGSI President Keely Chalk presented a ge-

nealogy program for youth: Describe the Past: Genealogy for Teens. This workshop 

helped participants discover ancestral family members and find more about them as 

they found descriptions for these people that helped mold them into the persons 

they are today.  While completing worksheets with their personal family trees, they 

learned genealogical lingo as well as the hows and whys of family history research. 

Worksheets provided by Karen Titus and Keely Chalk. 
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Third Quarter Highlights 2019 

-continued- 

 GCGSI ANNUAL PICNIC 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 2019 

ETC PAVILION 

See Third Quarter Highlights 2018, page 8 

Gladys Spivey,  

GCGSI Recording Secretary & Historian 

Keely Chalk, GCGSI President; Jane Tisch, Membership Chair, & Donna Lehr 

Mary & Willard Jones 

Sylvia Johnson & Jan Cooler 

INGREDIENTS 

1 small red onion 

Juice of 4 limes 

1 ½ kilograms (appr. 3 ¼ pounds) watermelon, (sweet and ripe) 

250 grams (appr. 9 ounces) chunk feta cheese 
1 bunch fresh flat leaf parsley 

1 bunch fresh mint, chopped 

4 tbsp extra virgin olive oil 

100 grams (appr 4 ounces) pitted black olives 

Black pepper 

 
METHOD 

1) Peel and halve the red onion and cut into very fine half-

moons and put in a small bowl to steep with the lime juice, to 

bring out the transparent pinkness in the onions and diminish 

their rasp. 

 

2) Remove the rind and pips from the watermelon and cut into 

approximately 4cm/1 ½ inch triangular chunks.  Cut the feta 

into similar sized pieces and put them both into a large, wide 

shallow bowl.  Tear off sprigs of parsley so that it is used like a 
salad leaf rather than a garnish.  Add to the bowl along with the 

chopped mint. 

 

3) Tip the now glowingly puce onions, along with their pink 

juices over the salad in the bowl.  Add the oil and olives.  Then 

using your hands, toss the salad very gently so that the feta and 
watermelon don’t lose their shape.  Add a good grinding of 

black pepper and taste to see whether the dressing needs more 

lime.  Hava Negila!  The taste of Tel Aviv sunshine! 

NIGELLA LAWSON’S (& BARBARA DOVER’S)  

WATERMELON, FETA, & BLACK OLIVE SALAD 

Photos by Barbara J. Dover. 
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Third Quarter Highlights 2019 

-continued- 

 GCGSI ANNUAL PICNIC 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8 

ETC PAVILION 

-continued- 

Carol Minor 

Jane Hughes & Larry Minor 

Royce Hughes 

Willene Davis 

Tina Peavy 

Jimmy & Flower Cochran 

Door Prizes 

SALAD INGREDIENTS 

1 medium head Napa cabbage, shredded 

 (Add more regular cabbage if needed) 

1 bunch green onions, chopped 

 
DRESSING INGREDIENTS 

4 tbsp butter 

2 (3-oz.) pkgs. Ramen noodles, crushed in pkg. 

 (Do not use the seasoning packet.) 

4 tbsp sesame seeds 

2 (1/2-pz.) pkgs. sliced almonds 
1/4 cup white vinegar 

1/2 cup vegetable oil 

2 tbsp soy sauce 

1/2 cup sugar 

 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1) In a skillet, begin browning noodles in butter; 

add sesame seeds and almonds and finish brown-

ing.  

 
2) Combine vinegar, oil, soy sauce, and sugar in 

small saucepan; boil for 1 minute.  Cool and stir 

well. 

 

3) Fifteen minutes before serving, toss cabbage 

mixture with browned noodle mixture and 
vinegar dressing. 

 

4) Serves 12 depending on how big the cabbage 

is.  The dressing can be made ahead of time and 

stored until ready to mix with the Napa cabbage 
and green onions. 

SYLVIA JOHNSON’S ORIENTAL NAPA CABBAGE SALAD 
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Donna Lehr and her husband Dan have made Georgia their home since January of 1980, when they moved here 
from Rockville, Maryland.  They originally lived in the Atlanta area but made Ellijay their forever home in 2007. 
 

Donna is originally from the Iron Range, also known as the Mesabi Range, in northern Minnesota.  The area contin-
ues to be rich in iron ore, copper, and timber, which is the reason so many European immigrants settled in the area 
in the late 1900’s.  Virginia, Minnesota is a small town but was unofficially divided into sections depending on one’s 

heritage.  The Italians, Finns, Swedes, Poles, Serbs, and Croats created their own communities including churches, 
corner grocery stores, bakeries, and butchers. 
 

When Donna was growing up in the area during the 1950’s and 60’s, it was not unusual for the grandparents to 
speak their native language and not so much English.  There were a lot of “babushkas” being worn on the heads of 
the old grandmas along with sensible shoes on their feet!  The younger generations were seldom taught the native 
language.  It was important that they became good Americans. 

 
Donna and her three brothers are the third generation of their family to be born in the United States.  Her mater-
nal great grandfather, John Jenkins, came from Wales and he married Martha Roskelly, a woman from Cornwall, 

England.  They emigrated to the U.S. around 1890.  A few of their children were born in Wales, but Donna’s grand-
father Albert Jenkins was born in Ishpeming, Minnesota in 1899.  His father mined copper until they moved to Min-
nesota to work in the open pit ore mines.  Her grandfather Albert became “head of the family” when her great 

grandfather John died of typhoid while hunting one winter.  Albert quit school at 16 and went to work on the rail-
road for the Oliver Mining Co.  At the age of 29 he got caught between two locks on the rail cars and severed his 
left leg.  He survived the accident and stayed with the Oliver Mining Company until he retired at age 65.   

 
Donna’s maternal grandmother Katherine Lakner, the youngest child of her family, was born in Ely, Minnesota in 
1907, but her siblings were born in Slovenia during the reign of Kaiser Wilhelm in Austria.  Donna has documents 

where the family members had to take the pledge of allegiance to America and disavow the Kaiser.  The original 
census shows the family members, including uncles, aunts, and cousins, all living in one house as they got sponsored 
to be in the United States.  

 
Donna’s paternal grandfather, Raymond DeMoe, was born in Michigan where his father was a laborer.  He eventual-
ly moved the family to Minnesota.  The DeMoe family had been living in Canada after leaving France in the mid-

1800’s.  In researching the family, it was discovered that the spelling of the name was changed more than once. 
 
Donna’s paternal grandmother, Mable Christianson, was born in the United States in 1905.  She was the youngest 

child in her family and her siblings were born in Norway. 
 
It has not been an easy task to follow the genealogy from Europe when a lot of the names are alike and the daugh-
ters don’t have a last name: only “Gundersdatter” in Norway. 

 
Fortunately, Donna was interested in family history at an early age and wrote names and dates on the back of pic-
tures and who belonged to whom.  Although Donna has not lived in Minnesota since 1972, she continues to run into 

relatives while doing the genealogy and can share pictures and stories.  

GCGSI Member Spotlight:  Donna Lehr 

Photo provided by Donna Lehr. 
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Back-To-School Shopping 

Way Back...To The 1930’s 

When placing your clothing order from the Chicago Mail Order 
Co., it is important to measure in order to provide the most flat-
tering fit for your body.  Follow the directions from this handy 
sizing chart and place your measurements on the order form.  
Don’t forget that “We Pay Transportation Charges.” 

We’ve got you covered from head to toe!  But when 
you’re shopping for footwear, heed these suggestions 
and you’ll be dancing on air for years to come! 

Ephemera provided by Gladys Spivey.   

Descriptions written by Barbara J. Dover. 
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(Editor’s Note: This feature provides an opportunity for members to meet one another through the publication of short autobiographies.  If you would like to 

share your autobiography, please email us at gilmergenealogy@gmail.com.) 

Jan Cooler 

GETTING  TO  KNOW  YOU 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
I was born in 1961 and raised on our family farm in Hartsville, Darlington County, South Carolina.  Our farm is on 

land that has been in our extended family since 1773.  The land was originally acquired by my maternal 6th great 
grandfather in a land grant.  The land grant was for 300 acres near a place called Jumping Gully on a branch of Spar-
row Swamp off Lynches River. 
 

My mother, Margaret Lucile Beasley, was born into a sharecropper family in Darlington County, South Carolina.  She 
sharecropped alongside my grandfather on land that was owned by the town doctor.  My mother and grandfather 
eventually saved up enough money to buy about 100 acres of the land grant property from an uncle.  My mother did 

not marry until late in life. Age 28.  She refused to marry until she was able to buy the land for the family.  She want-
ed to make sure my grandfather would no longer have to sharecrop.  She was a very determined woman, a farmer, 
and a descendant of Scotch Irish families who came to the states through Virginia, North Carolina, and settled in 

South Carolina. 
 
My father, David Algernon Williams, Jr., was the son of a carpenter in town.   Since he was not raised on a farm, he 

was thought of as a city boy.  He worked for over 30 years as an industrial engineer at the local paper mill in Harts-
ville, but he would help my mother on the farm after coming home from work at the mill.  He is a descendant of 
mostly German and Welsh families who came to the states through North Carolina and settled in South Carolina. 

 
Many of my great aunts, great uncles, and their families lived and worked on farms adjacent to our farm.  As a little 
girl, I would walk through the woods and fields to visit with my older aunts and uncles.  How I loved to listen to 

them share their stories of family lore and of the way things used to be.  This is where my love of genealogy, the 
South, and Early American history began. 
 

In 1988, while living in Tampa, Florida I was lucky enough to meet a South Carolina Low Country boy named Roy 
Cooler.  We married in 1991 and have been happily married for almost 30 years.  Roy and I love the mountains and 
would frequently visit North Georgia on family vacations with our two sons.  We fell in love with Ellijay, so when my 

husband was offered a job in Atlanta in 2003, we jumped at the chance to move our little family to North Georgia.  
We’ve been here ever since. 
 
In my travels as a realtor through Gilmer and Fannin counties, I regularly find streets and communities that share the 

names of my family’s ancestors, like Beasley, Northcutt, Rogers, and Rhodes.  Maybe that’s why Ellijay feels like home.  
Maybe it’s the friendly people or the beautiful mountain vistas.  Whatever the reason, even though my heritage is 
deeply rooted in South Carolina, my heart belongs to North Georgia. 
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Editor’s Note:  Mary Jones is sharing this recipe by request.  She baked and served this delicious cake at the GCGSI Annual Picnic 
on August 8, 2019.   If you were there and tasted it, you’ll know why we all need the recipe in our collections.  If you were not there, 
you’ll just need to make it for yourself to taste it.  You won’t be disappointed! 

Southern Pecan Pound Cake 
Prep Time: 15 minutes    Cook Time: 1 hour    Total Time: 1 hour, 15 minutes 

 

Ingredients: 
* 1 cup chopped pecans 

* 1 tbsp all-purpose flour 

* 2 ¼ cups all-purpose flour 

* 1 tsp baking powder 

* 1 cup salted butter (2 sticks softened to room temperature) 

* 1 1/3 cups sugar 

* 5 large eggs 

* 2 tsp vanilla extract 

* ½ cup sour cream 

 

For the topping: 
* ¼ cup chopped pecans 

* 1 tbsp sugar 

 

Instructions: 

        1)  Preheat oven to 325 F degrees. 

 2)  Spray a 12-cup angel food cake pan with nonstick cooking spray. 

 3)  In a small bowl, combine 1 cup chopped pecans with 1 tbsp flour. 

 4)  Stir well then set aside. 

 5)  In a medium bowl, combine 2 ¼ cups all-purpose flour and 1 tsp baking powder. 

 6)  Set aside. 

 7)  In the bowl of an electric mixer, cream the butter and sugar together until fluffy. 

 8)  Slowly add in eggs one at a time. 

 9)  Then stir in two teaspoons of vanilla extract.  

 10) Once combined, slowly add in flour mixture. 

 11) Then stir in sour cream. 

 12) Finally, stir in by hand floured pecans. 

 13) Batter will be thick.  

 14) Pour batter into prepared angel food cake pan. 

 15) Using the back of a spoon, spread out batter as evenly as possible. 

 16) Top batter with ¼ cup chopped pecans and sprinkle with 1 tbsp sugar. 

 17) Bake for about 55-65 minutes (until an inserted toothpick comes out clean.) 

 18) Allow to cool for an hour, then turn out onto a serving dish. 

Photo: Barbara J. Dover 
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Submitted by Gladys Spivey. 
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Bul let in  Board  

 

September 2019 

  

 Monday September 2– Happy Labor Day! 

 

 Thursday,  September 12 

         GCGSI Monthly Meeting 

         Gilmer County Library - 2:00 p.m. 

         Treasure Talk: A “Show and Tell of Family Heirlooms and 

         Ancestral Artifacts   (Members are invited to bring one or 

         more family heirlooms or ancestors’ artifacts to share its 

         history and personal significance to the group.) 

 

 Genealogy Family Research Center Volunteers 

         Gilmer County Library 

         Fridays from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

         September 6 – Patricia Henson 

         September 13– Rebecca Burrell 

         September 20 – Volunteer unavailable 

         September 27 – Volunteer unavailable 

         (Research Team: 10:00-12:00)  

 

October 2019 
 
 Thursday, October 10  

         GCGSI Monthly Meeting 

         Gilmer County Library - 2:00 p.m. 

         Program TBA 

 

 Thursday October 31—Happy Halloween! 

 

 Genealogy Family Research Center Volunteers 

         Gilmer County Library 

         Fridays from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

         October 4 – Patricia Henson 

         October 11 – Gladys Spivey 

         October 18 – Volunteer unavailable 

         October 25 – Volunteer unavailable 

         (Research Team: 10:00-12:00)  

Farm House with Wash on the Line, 1897 

Piet Mondrian 

 November 2019 

 

 Thursday, November 14 

         GCGSI Monthly Meeting 

         Gilmer County Library - 2:00 p.m. 

         Program TBA 

 

 Thursday November 28—Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 

     Gilmer County Library 

     Fridays from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

     November 1 – Patricia Henson 

     November 8 – Rebecca Burrell 

     November15 – Mary Jones 

     November 22 – Volunteer unavailable 

     November 29– Holiday—Library Closed 

     (Research Team: 10:00-12:00) 

 

 December 2019 

 

 Thursday, December 12 

         GCGSI Christmas Gathering & Installation of Officers 

         11:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

         Coosawattee Shrine Club Lodge 

Mountain Heritage Newsletter  

Published by Barbara J. Dover, 

Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

Publication Chair 

This edition of Mountain Heritage  

is dedicated to the memory of 

 

GCGSI Member Annetta Bunch  

(1921-2019) 

 

GCGSI & First Family Member  

James Allen “Al “Weaver 

(1930-2019) 

 

First Family Member Lethel Weaver 

(1927-2019) 
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  We’re online! 

 www.gcgsi.org 

Contact email: gilmergenealogy@gmail.com 

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

 GCGSI Membership 

 First Families Application 

 Genealogical Links 

 Officers 

 

What Is  Ava i la ble  Onl ine?  

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

 Book Order Form 

 1834 and 1840 Census 

 Contact Information 
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