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Faces of Our Ancestors  

Charts, stories, documents, and photographs illuminate history for a new generation. 

Cover Photography by Carlton F Hardy. 

See Faces of Our Ancestors, page 2. 
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Faces of Our Ancestors is a big hit! A sincere 

thank you to the almost 100 people for coming 

out to help us celebrate at our Book Reveal Party 

on December 7, 2019! It was awesome to see all 

of you and so gratifying to see your smiling faces as 

we revealed Faces of Our Ancestors. We know 

that many of you traveled from out-of-state to be 

there. A heartfelt thank you goes out to all of the 

volunteers that helped with a very successful book 

reveal party, the Gilmer County Library for the 

meeting room, and the Gilmer County 

Genealogical Society. We appreciate you. Also, we 

would like to express our gratitude to Betty 

Riddle, Eurilla Davis Hyatt, and Shirley Sluder who 

started the First Families Program of Gilmer 

County, Georgia in 2012. 

First Families Book Committee:  

Back Row (from left): Laurel Brenda Baker Hardy 

Cochran, coeditor; Hollyanna Hardy White, 

editor; John Davis, advisor 

Front Row (from left) Gladys Spivey, coeditor; 

Karen Titus, chair 

  

Photographs by Sara Allegood. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Faces of Our Ancestors 
- continued - 

Book Reveal Party,  December 7, 2019. 

Evelyn, Alan, and Connie Ledford 

The First Families members bestowed 

quite an honor upon us by allowing 

and trusting us to bear witness to their 

family legacy in this book. We thank 

you for your great support. 

Faces of Our Ancestors is a 

testament not only to the ancestors 

and descendants of Gilmer County, 

but also all of North Georgia and 

beyond. It is considered an important 

historical work. 

See Faces of Our Ancestors, page 3. 
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See Faces of Our Ancestors, page 4. 

Faces of Our Ancestors 
-continued- 

Waiting for “The Reveal” 

Karen Titus; Laurel Brenda Cochran; Gladys Dotson Spivey; and Hollyanna Hardy White reveal Faces of Our Ancestors: First Families of Gilmer County, Georgia. 

Norma and Sandy Lyons 

The Pettit Family 

Rebecca Holt Amerson; Kathryn Watkins; Linda Wolfe; Linda Owens 



 

Faces of Our Ancestors 
- continued - 
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See Faces of Our Ancestors, page 5. 

Susan Noles; Jane Tischler 

Susie Kezh; Beth Perry Bice 

Alan Ledford 

Kathryn Watkins 

Faces of Our Ancestors’ Book Committee Autograph Line 

Karen Titus; Rebecca Holt Amerson; (Keely Chalk in background) 

Tina Peavy; Gerald Flinchum; Robert S. Davis 

Gladys Dotson Spivey; Britt Crump 

Karen Titus; Floyd Wright; Justin Smith; Laurel Brenda Cochran; 

Brenda Rittenberry; Genell Cantrell 

Pauline Dotson Price; Deborah Dotson;  

Amy Dotson Shannon 
Willene Davis; Barbara J. Dover; J. B. Davis 
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Faces of Our Ancestors 
- continued - 

See Faces of Our Ancestors, page 6. 

 

Brenda Clark; Michael C. Hardy; Linda Owens Karen Titus; Gladys Dotson Spivey; Heath Lee; Laurel Brenda Cochran; Hollyanna Hardy White 

Shirley Hill Wells; Gladys Dotson Spivey 

Janice Dover Watson; Laurel Brenda Cochran; Barbara J Dover 

Karen Titus and Keely Chalk 

Jerrie Marie Crump 

Rebecca Burrell; Lynelle Reece Stewart; Floyd Wright; Justin Smith 

Jimmy Cochran; Jon White; Kelly Cochran Prather; Laurel Brenda Cochran;  

Carla Hardy Johnson; Scott White; Hollyanna Hardy White; Jennifer White Babb  

Gladys Dotson Spivey; Donna Lehr 

A sweet time was 

had by all. 



 

See Faces of Our Ancestors, page 7. 
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Why would we 

spend years of 

our lives to put 

this book 

together? The 

discoveries! A 

lasting legacy! 

For example, 

during this 

project, the 

true events 

emerged 

concerning 

several Civil 

War Confederate soldier ancestors. They were 

listed as deserters on muster rolls when they were 

actually wounded, killed in battle, or died up north 

in POW camps. Times were confusing at the end 

of the Civil War, and documentation was often 

lost or not available for examination in the 

rebuilding of the country. The 1891 War 

Department document shown above removed the 

charge of desertion from Thadeus Stephen Ellis 

twenty-six years after he was listed as a deserter. 

Only in our digital age has access to resources 

made it possible to cross-reference documents 

from across the nation. Some families will be able 

to view previously unseen images documenting 

their ancestors’ military service and wars since the 

founding of our country. 

Faces of Our Ancestors 
- continued - 

Fold3.com 

Michael Andrews, 

Mountain Life Editor. Times Courier:   

Faces of Our Ancestors 

book a ‘milestone’: 
 

Attendees get a first look at Faces of Our 

Ancestors during the book release party at 

the Gilmer County Library on 

December 7, 2019. 

A new book that traces several of Gilmer 

County’s pioneering families from the 

1800’s to the modern era represents 

several firsts for the Gilmer County 

Genealogical Society (GCGSI,) an all-

volunteer organization dedicated to 

promoting and preserving family history. At 

800-plus pages, the hardbound Faces of 

Our Ancestors: First Families of Gilmer 

County, Georgia is easily the heftiest and 

most thoroughly-researched publication the 

group has produced to date. 

Ernest Rolfe Falardeau, Lieutenant (Junior Grade),  

Merchant Marines, WWII 

James Larry Cantrell, USAF, Korea 
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Faces of Our Ancestors 
- continued - 

Families blended as settlers joined 

the Native Americans in North 

Georgia. A few chapters help trace 

this heritage using images like the 

1884 Hester Roll (shown on the 

left) showing the descendants (like 

John Marion Smith) of John 

Conseenee Tucker, legislative 

documents of the Nov/Dec 1840 

General Assembly of Georgia, or 

Ellanora Quarles Pankey’s 

Application to the Eastern 

Cherokee Court of Claims 

(shown below). 

ancestry.com ancestry.com 

See Faces of Our Ancestors, page 8. 
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Faces of Our Ancestors is for our 

descendants. It documents the history 

of our ancestors and bears witness to 

events in our own lifespan. Our family 

units and how we live today exist 

because of the decisions made by 

countless preceding generations. 

The research for this book resulted in a 

number of surprises as we identified 

documents and photographs that 

showed how our ancestors lived their 

lives and shaped our community. 

  

Faces of Our Ancestors 
- continued - 

See Faces of Our Ancestors, page 9. 

(from left): William Henry “Bill” Moreland Sr., James Claude Moreland (baby), and Mary 

Henrietta Carolina Wells Moreland. James was the first child of eight children.  

(from left): Oscar C Miler and Martha Caroline Shook Miller. He farmed his own land in Gilmer and later in 

Fannin. He entertained his family by playing the fiddle so they could dance. She was a midwife who delivered 

many babies in the community. The couple had a total of eight children. 

(from left): Brothers — Vernon Holt Sr. and Harold Wayne Holt working the farm in the 1920s. 
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Faces of Our Ancestors 
- continued - 

Karen Titus, First Families Book 

Committee Chair 

  

After many years of work on this book, I 

want to share with you that this is one of 

my proudest projects. I would say, “best 

thing ever!”  

 

To have provided this lasting heirloom of 

documents, stories, and photos for all 

those individuals descended from the 

original pioneers of Gilmer County is so 

powerful and overwhelming. It was so 

much more than we originally anticipated 

but well worth all the effort that was 

involved. Keep in mind, this was a group 

project shared with First Family members 

who donated photos, stories and 

documents.  

 

Kudos to all who participated and then 

waited patiently for the book to be 

compiled and finally printed. 

 

During the book reveal event, there were 

many sharing moments between the 

attendees and frequent statements of 

“look at this picture” or “I never saw 

their marriage record.” Others shared 

“these are my grandparents” or  

“great-grandparents.” There were so 

many excited, happy people. It was 

wonderful! 

 

As part of the book project, we have already placed Faces of Our Ancestors in several locations: 

• • Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. 

• • Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah 

• • Georgia Archives in Morrow, Georgia 

• • Sequoyah Library System in North Georgia 

• • Gilmer County Historical Society in Gilmer County, Georgia 

 

The books that have already been placed have been very well received. They actually took my picture 

several times with the book in Salt Lake City. They thought it was amazing and very well done. Several 

more will be distributed to large research libraries so that other family researchers around the country 

will have access to this wonderful book (and maybe order one for themselves.)  So stay tuned for more 

chronicles of the journey of our book to places far and wide! 

Karen Titus presenting Faces of Our Ancestors to Sister Quillan 

at the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah 
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Time is certainly flying! We are at the end of the first quarter of the 

year and so many good things are happening!  

 

The book reveal in December was definitely the highlight of the holi-

days! Thank you again to Brenda Cochran, Hollyanna White, Karen 

Titus, John Davis, and Gladys Spivey for all your hard work! The book 

is beautiful and is a great addition to any genealogy collection.  

 

We will be combining our March meeting with the Gilmer County Historical Society. On March 

21, 2020 at 2:00 p.m., our own Wayne Hooper will be reading Civil War letters of James L. Tuck-

er (written to his wife from 1862 - 1864). GCGSI will help provide snacks, and I am looking for-

ward to hearing the letters! We will be in the meeting room of the Gilmer County Library.  
 

Cameron Hall was very generous in January and provided our refreshments for our meeting. We 

will be reciprocating the generosity of Cameron Hall in March. GCGSI will make a presentation 

to the residents. Their theme is "Our Heritage" which falls right up our alley! We are still work-

ing out the details, but will let you all know when that presentation will take place. 

 

We have ordered new business cards for GCGSI. We also have a phone number that people can 

leave a voicemail and get a call back. If you need to reach any of the board members you can call 

706-514-8600, leave a voice mail and we will get right back to you! This is also the number peo-

ple need to call if they want to order a book. 

 

I am looking forward to what the rest of the year has to offer our organization! Keep researching 

and remember to get to the meetings!  

The President’s Corner 

Keely Chalk 

Photos of Gilmer County’s February 8 Snowfall: 

Rebecca Burrell; Ben & Eileen Bailey 
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December 2019 Activities 

Gilmer County Library Festival of Trees 

Monday, December 2, 2019 

GCGSI Christmas Luncheon and Installation of 2020 Executive Board 

Thursday, December 12, 2019 

GCGSI’s Tree’s Theme: Faces of Our Ancestors  

First Families of Gilmer County, Georgia 

2020 Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. Officers and Chairpersons (Left to Right:) Rebecca Burrell: Historian and Events 

Chairperson; Jane Tischler: Membership Chairperson; Gladys Dotson Spivey: Recording Secretary and First Families Chairperson; 
Ben and Eileen Bailey: Corresponding Secretaries and Research Chairpersons; Susan Noles: Treasurer; Jan Cooler: First Vice-
President and Program Chairperson; Keely Chalk: President; and Barbara J. Dover: Publication Chairperson. 

Photos submitted by Rebecca Burrell 

and Gladys Dotson Spivey 



 

See  Fourth Quarter Highlights, 2019, page 10. 
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See  First Quarter Highlights, 2020, page 12 

First Quarter Highlights, 2020 

Photos submitted by Rebecca Burrell 

and Gladys Dotson Spivey. 

January Monthly Meeting 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Gilmer County Library 

 

 Researching Your Family Roots 

Ben and Eileen Bailey 

 GCGSI Corresponding Secretaries and 

Research Chairpersons 

Ben and Eileen Bailey, GCGSI’s Corresponding 

Secretaries and Research Chairpersons were 

the speakers for our meeting on Thursday, 

January 9, 2020.  Mr. and Mrs. Bailey shared 

tools and techniques for family research, and 

examples of their personal genealogical re-

search experiences.  

Eileen and Ben Bailey 

Ben Bailey 

Refreshments provided by Cameron Hall of Ellijay. 
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First Quarter Highlights, 2020 
-continued- 

 

February Monthly Meeting 

Thursday, February 13, 2020 

Gilmer County Library 

  

Genealogical Research at the Gilmer County Library 

Jessica Tibbetts 

Gilmer County Library Public Service Specialist 

Jessica Tibbetts, the Gilmer County Library’s 

Public Service Specialist, was the speaker for our 

meeting on Thursday, February 13, 2020.  Ms. 

Tibbetts explained the resources for genealogical 

research that are available at the facility. Included 

with her presentation was a tour of the Family 

Research Center/Georgia Room.  

Jessica Tibbetts 

Jessica Tibbetts and GCGSI Members in the Gilmer County Library’s 

Family Research Center/Georgia Room. 
Jessica Tibbetts in the Gilmer County Library’s Family Research Center/Georgia Room. 

Sylvia Johnson Cochran’s Strawberry Cupcakes, 

a February birthday tradition. 

(See pages 17-18 for recipe.) 



 

Page 14 
The Gi lmer County  Genea log i c a l  Soc ie t y ,  I nc .  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Grandma and the Family Tree, page. 15 

Grandma and the Family Tree 
 

Author unknown 
 

 

There's been a change in Grandma, we've noticed her of late, 

She's reading history or jotting down some date. 

She's tracking back the family; we'll all have pedigrees. 

Oh, Grandma's got a hobby; she's climbing Family Trees! 

 

Poor Grandpa does the cooking and now, or so he states, 

That worst of all, he has to wash the cups and dinner plates. 

Grandma can't be bothered; she's busy as a bee, 

Compiling genealogy, for the Family Tree. 

 

She has no time to babysit, the curtains are a fright. 

No buttons left on Granddad's shirt, the flower bed's a sight. 

She's given up her club work, the serials on tv, 

The only thing she does nowadays is climb the Family Tree. 

 

She goes down to the courthouse and studies ancient lore, 

We know more about our forebears than we ever knew before. 

The books are old and dusty, they make poor Grandma sneeze, 

A minor irritation when you're climbing Family Trees. 

 

The mail is all for Grandma, it comes from near and far. 

Last week she got the proof she needs to join the DAR. 

A worthwhile avocation, to that we all agree, 

A monumental project, to climb the Family Tree. 

 

Now some folks came from Scotland and some from Galway Bay, 

Some were French as pastry, some German, all the way. 

Some went on west to stake their claim. Some stayed near by the sea. 

Grandma hopes to find them all as she climbs the Family Tree. 

 

She wanders through the graveyard in search of date or name. 

The rich, the poor, the in-between, all sleeping there the same. 

She pauses now and then to rest, fanned by a gentle breeze, 

That blows above the fathers of all our Family Trees. 



 

Page 15 
The Gi lmer County  Genea log i c a l  Soc ie t y ,  I nc .  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were pioneers and patriots mixed in our kith and kin, 

Who blazed the paths of wilderness and fought through thick and thin. 

But none more staunch than Grandma, whose eyes light up with glee, 

Each times she finds a missing branch for the Family Tree. 

 

Their skills were wide and varied, from carpenter to cook, 

And one, alas, the record shows was hopelessly a crook. 

Blacksmith, weaver, farmer, judge, some tutored for a fee. 

Long lost in time, now all recorded on the Family Tree. 

 

To some it's just a hobby, to Grandma it's much more, 

She knows the joys and heartaches of those who went before. 

They loved, they lost, they laughed, they wept, and now for you and me, 

They live again in spirit, around the Family Tree. 

 

At last she's nearly finished and we are each exposed. 

Life will be the same again, this we supposed! 

Grandma will cook and sew, serve cookies with our tea. 

We'll all be fat, just as before that wretched Family Tree. 

 

Sad to relate, The Preacher called and visited for a spell, 

We talked about the Gospel, and other things as well, 

The heathen folk, the poor, and then, 'twas fate, it had to be, 

Somehow the conversation turned to Grandma and the Family Tree. 

 

We tried to change the subject, we talked of everything, 

But then in Grandma's voice we heard that old familiar ring. 

She told him all about the past and soon was plain to see, 

The Preacher, too, was nearly snared by Grandma and the Family Tree. 

 

He never knew his Grandpa, his mother's name was ..Clark? 

He and Grandma talked and talked, outside it grew quite dark. 

We'd hoped our fears were groundless, but just like some disease, 

Grandma's become an addict!  She's hooked on Family Trees! 

 

Our souls were filled with sorrow, our hearts sank with dismay, 

Our ears could scarce believe the words we heard our Grandma say, 

"It sure is a lucky thing that you have come to me. 

I know exactly how it's done. I'll climb your Family Tree!” 

Grandma and the Family Tree 
-continued- 
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First Families of Gilmer County, Georgia 

The First Families program is designed to honor those pioneers who set-

tled in Gilmer County in 1840 or before, and to recognize their descend-

ants upon becoming members of this program.  We encourage anyone 

who is directly descended from early settlers whose names appear on 

the 1840 or any prior Gilmer County Census to apply.  Discovering your 

Gilmer County roots can be challenging and exciting; and your research 

can serve as a source of information for generations to come.  An ap-

proved applicant receives a certificate and pin acknowledging this Gilmer 

County ancestor.  Come and join our 222 descendants who are currently 

members of First Families of Gilmer County! Applicants are not required 

to currently reside in Gilmer County.  For more information, please visit 

our website at: http://www.gcgsi.org/firstfamilies.html. 

Logo: Leslie Thomas 

First Family Members Added During The First Quarter Of 2020 

New Members                          Ancestors 

Braxton Jape Burrell     Willoughby Bearden 

 

Chandler James Burrell     Willoughby Bearden 

 

Timothy Hoyt Burrell     Willoughby Bearden 

 

Dwight David Callahan     Benjamin Franklin Chastain 

 

Savannah Dawn Burrell Day    Willoughby Bearden 

 

Lois Irene Callihan Mulkey    Benjamin Franklin Chastain 

 

John W. Pitts III      Elijah Chastain, Sr. 

 

John W. Pitts. Jr.     Elijah Chastain, Sr. 

 

Patricia Talulah Prewett Pitts    Elijah Chastain, Sr. 

 

Thomas Ray Pitts     Elijah Chastain, Sr. 

 

Larry Anthony Smith     Benjamin Franklin Chastain 

 

June Wright Wilson     Jesse P. Wright 

Gladys Dotson Spivey, First Families Chairperson 
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Nettie Johnson’s and Sylvia Johnson Cochran’s Strawberry Cake 

 

 

 My mother assumed you were smart enough to know the basics of cake baking and did not include instructions 

that every Southern woman should know. I, on the other hand, know better and will give you directions. 

  

First, this recipe can be made into a 3-layer cake with regular or heart-shaped cake pans, a 9X13 pan, or 24 reg-

ular size cupcakes.  My whole life, I had a heart-shaped birthday cake. My mother, called Miss Nettie by my 

friends, had one heart-shaped pan. Never occurred to her to buy two more. (Thrifty) She cut out 3 wax paper 

liners for the pan and greased and floured the side. (Since she only had one pan, she had to do this over a sever-

al-hour period.) 

  

When she became elderly and moved to an assisted living facility, I started bringing her and her friends this 

Strawberry Cake on my birthday. She was very pleased that her only daughter would make that effort for her. 

She died 13 years ago on February 16, and I have continued serving the cake to a group of people in her honor 

each year close to my birthday.  

  

 She would not have been proud that I, at a very early age became extremely lazy, and thus very efficient.  The 

easiest way to make this cake is to cook in a 9X13 pan, after spraying with cooking spray.  When it is brown, 

after about 25 minutes at 350 degrees, and a wooden toothpick comes out clean, remove from oven.  When 

cool, spread icing over the whole thing. Cover loosely with foil and put in a cool room overnight. The next day 

when you are going out the door, tighten the foil, take you a knife and fork to serve it and some paper plates 

and forks.  This is perfect for friends and co-workers who don’t care what it looks like; they just want a lot of 

it!! 

  

The other way to serve a crowd has more class. 24 Cupcakes. I have one 12-cupcake and two 6-cupcake pans 

so I can cook them all at the same time. Fill each about 2/3 full. Cook 15 minutes at 350.  I used the white and 

pink liners. “La Dee Da!”  After they are cool, ice each cupcake.  You can come back and add a swirl. Leave in 

pans for transporting if you don’t have a cake carrier.  

See Nettie Johnson’s and Sylvia Johnson Cochran’s Strawberry Cake, page 18. 

Sylvia Johnson Cochran 
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Nettie Johnson’s and Sylvia Johnson Cochran’s Strawberry Cake 

-continued- 

 

 

 

Okay, you have instructions for three types of pans. Now we will go through the ingredients. My personal 

choice is Duncan Hines French Vanilla. Doesn’t matter as long as it’s a good brand without pudding. You will 

also need strawberry Jello, a small 3 oz package. (I put a couple of teaspoons of the Jello in my icing to give it 

color.  You should already have a bowl with the butter set aside for softening so put that bit of Jello in it.) You 

also need four large eggs. I have them on the counter coming to room temperature and add them one at a time 

to batter. The other liquid ingredients are 1/2 cup of water and 1/2 cup of canola or Wesson oil.  

  

Strawberries!  If you have an Ingles, you are fortunate that you can buy Laura Lynn 10 oz. frozen sweetened 

strawberries. Thaw the container of strawberries. Measure 1/2 cup of strawberries with as small amount of juice 

as possible and set aside for icing. Use the rest in the cake. (Okay, more than 1/2 cup is fine too.) No Ingles? Buy 

sliced frozen strawberries and measure one cup in a glass measuring cup and defrost in microwave. You can also 

use fresh strawberries that you have sliced and cooked down to equal a cup. Again, the half of the cup with the 

least amount of juice goes in the icing.   

  

Now let’s work on the filling or icing.  You will need a half stick of butter (salted or not.) You can also use mar-

garine, but not whipped as it has water in it. While cake is cooking, it is softening in a large bowl. You have also 

added that bit of Jello for color.  

  

You can clean up the mess in the kitchen now because you don’t want to get very far from the stove and let 

something burn. Use your timer! My times and my oven may not be the same and it would be a shame to burn 

this after all this trouble. The next time it will be a breeze.  

  

Okay, the cake is done and cooled. Kitchen is mostly clean.  Icing.  I hope you kept your mother’s flour sifter!  I 

always sift confectioner’s sugar as it eliminates lumps. Sift the box of sugar over the softened (not melt-

ed) butter. Mix with mixer and then add strawberries. Proceed to ice the cake’s layers: one up, one down and 

then sides and finally the top. Overnight it will become firm. If you had used 1/2 cup of strawberries that had a 

lot of liquid, it can make the icing too thin and it would be in a puddle! This was why I was warning you earlier.  

  

I hope my details don’t discourage you from making and enjoying this recipe.  My mother would be so pleased 

that hundreds of people ask for and love her strawberry cake. 

  

 

  



 

Page 19 
The Gi lmer County  Genea log i c a l  Soc ie t y ,  I nc .  

Research Corner 

  
  

Sherry Wilson asked, “My great grandfather, Charlie Crump was from Gilmer Co. As was my 

Watkins family. If they are in the book Faces of Our Ancestors, I may need 4 copies. Can 

anyone tell me?” 

  

 

Flo Courtney said, “I found this picture among my mom’s things. Above the torn corner 

pressed into the picture it says J M Hayes (I think) Gilmer, Texas. I have no idea who 

this is, but maybe someone does? My mom’s last name was Davis. Her grandmother was 

a Dacus.”  She may be confusing Gilmer, Texas, with Gilmer County, Georgia, but if any-

one knows of anyone by the name of “Dacus” from Gilmer County, please contact Flo.  

(The photo is to the left.) 

 

 

 

 

From MikeandReggie Gregory via Facebook: “Walking Stick was a noted Cherokee headman along with White Path 

in Gilmer County. I have been researching this family for some time now. If anyone else has any data on this family, I 

would love to hear it. My latest research has led me to the family of Stephen Carroll who emigrated west in the 

same Cherokee removal contingent as the Walking Stick family and associated families. So, I am also interested in 

the relationships of Stephen and William Carroll, who were farmers in the area before 1838, and their history with 

the Cherokee removal. Thank you.” 

Ben and Eileen Bailey 

 

Luncheon for Gilmer County Library Staff Appreciation 
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Jane Tischler 

GETTING  TO  KNOW  YOU 

  

 

Bruce and Jane Tischler 

I was born April 20, 1960 at a USAF base in Sculthorpe, Norfolk, England.  Both of my par-

ents were in the USAF.  We left England the following year, moving to Birmingham, Ala-

bama, then onto various other states until we settled in Vineland, New Jersey in 1965.  I 

grew up in Vineland, and in 1999, I moved to Texas for work.  My career was in aviation, 

primarily Materials Management and Customer Service.  I retired in 2017 and that is when 

we decided to move and settled on Blue Ridge, Georgia. Both my husband, Bruce, and I 

were looking to live with four seasons again as well as some peace and quiet.  

 

I am a member of the Captain James Kell Chapter, NSDAR and my patriot is Archibald 

Campbell who resided in Old Gloucester County, New Jersey.   He served for 3 months as 

a private in Captain William Smith's Company, Colonel Joseph Ellis' Second Regiment, 

Gloucester County Militia 1776.  He also was one of the founders of the old Friendship 

Church.  In Texas, I was a member of the Cross Timbers Chapter, NSDAR, holding the 

offices of Regent, Vice Regent, Recording Secretary and Chairperson for the JROTC Award 

Program. 
  

My grandmother was fascinated by genealogy and passed that interest to me.  I love finding 

out the stories behind the family tree.  I have been researching my maternal grandfather, 

Albert E. Ary of which very little is known.  I've been working with my mother's cousin and 

we share what little tidbits we find.  He has given me a lot of family information and sto-

ries as well as a different perspective on my grandmother, his aunt.  It is almost like they 

were two different people: his Aunt Esther and my Grandma Ary.  What he has shared 

gave me a lot of insight into her as a person.    

  

I am passionate about animal rescue and volunteer at Homeward Bound Pet Rescue in El-

lijay, as well as for the Greyhound Adoption League of Texas.  I also love to travel and 

read, mostly historical fiction. 



 

Page 21 
The Gi lmer County  Genea log i c a l  Soc ie t y ,  I nc .  

Bul let in  Board  

 

May 2020 

 

• Sunday, May 10 - Happy Mother’s Day! 

 

• Thursday, May 14 

     GCGSI Monthly Meeting 
     Gilmer County Library - 2:00 p.m. 
     Treasure Talk: Memories of our Mothers 

     In honor of Mother’s Day, GCGSI Members will “show and tell”  
     cherished heirlooms/artifacts of their mothers and grandmothers. 

      

• Monday, May 25 - Memorial Day 
 

• Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 

    Gilmer County Library 

    Fridays from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

    May 1 – Patricia Henson 

    May 8 – Volunteer Unavailable 

    May 15 – Rebecca Burrell 

    May 22 – Research Team 

    May 29 - Volunteer Unavailable 

Mountain Heritage Newsletter  

Published by Barbara J. Dover, 
Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

Publication Chair 

 

 

This edition of  

Mountain Heritage is dedicated  

to the memory 

 of First Family Member 

Adam Stanley Childress 

(1979-2020) 

Flowers, 1948 

Salvador Dali (1904-1989) 

March 2020 

  

• Sunday, March 8 - Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 

• Tuesday, March 17 - Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
                 

• Saturday, March 21 

        GCGSI Monthly Meeting combined with GCHSI 
        Gilmer County Library -  2:00 p.m. 
        Civil War Letters of James L. Tucker (1862-1864) 

        Wayne Hooper, GCHSI Vice-President & GCGSI Member 
   

• Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 

Gilmer County Library 
Fridays from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
March 6 - Patricia Henson 

March 13– John Davis 
        March 20 - Volunteer Unavailable 
        March 27 -  Research Team 

         
 

April 2020 
  

• Wednesday, April 1 - April Fool’s Day 

 

• Thursday, April 9 

         GCGSI Monthly Meeting 
         Gilmer County Library - 2:00 p.m.   
        The History of the C-130 Hercules Aircraft 
         Ben Methvin, Jr., Former Director of International Sales, 

         Lockheed Martin 
  

• Sunday, April 12 - Happy Easter 

 

• Wednesday, April 22 - Happy Earth Day! 
 

• Wednesday, April 22 
         Library Staff Appreciation Luncheon 

        Gilmer County Library - 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
        Earth Day Theme - Contact Rebecca Burrell for info. 
 

• Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 

        Gilmer County Library 
        Fridays from 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
        April 3 - Patricia Henson 

        April 10 - Ben & Eileen Bailey 
        April 17 - Volunteer Unavailable 

Jan Cooler, GCGSI Program Chair 



 

  We’re online! 

 www.gcgsi.org 

Contact email: gilmergenealogy@gmail.com 

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

706-514-8600 

• GCGSI Membership 

• First Families Application 

• Genealogical Links 

• Officers and Chairpersons 

 

What  Is  Ava i lab le  Onl ine?  

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

• Book Order Forms 

• 1834 and 1840 Census 

• Contact Information 

• GCGSI Newsletters 
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