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Pandemics, or the worldwide spread of a new disease, have been a part of medical history since 

the 1300’s when The Plague or The Black Death, a bacteria originated by rodents and flea bites, 

was spread by respiratory droplets throughout Asia and Europe.  Self-quarantine, limited travel, 

and holding a fragrant handkerchief against the mouth enabled the spread to wane.  And then 

there’s cholera, which has reached pandemic status seven times in the past two centuries.  An 

intestinal bacterial infection, it is brought on by contaminated food and water.  Hand-washing, 

safe water, and good food hygiene have all helped to prevent outbreaks.   

 

In 1918, a new strain of an avian virus, H1N1, was detected in military personal.  Although the 

first known case was recorded in March 1918 at a military base in Kansas, it was nicknamed The 

Spanish Flu because in May of 1918, news of the virus made headlines in Spain, a neutral country 

during World War 1.  When King Alfonso XIII became infected a week later, the news spread 

almost as fast as the virus.  Because of the media blackout during the war, the only in-depth ac-

counts of the virus came from Spain, so it was assumed to have begun there.  There were no 
vaccines to prevent the disease and no antibiotics to fight the bacterial infections that accompa-

nied the flu, so, along with the very contagious nature of the virus, the travel by the military, pos-

sible malnutrition, and lack of physical distancing, this became the most severe pandemic in re-

cent history.  There were two waves of the disease, with the second wave even more severe 

than the first. From January 1918 to December 1920, this virus infected an estimated 500 million 

people. This equates to 1 in 3 people. The virus killed around 675,000 people in the U.S. alone 

and approximately 50 million worldwide. 

 

The virus HIV, Human Immunodeficiency Virus, from 1981-present, is another pandemic that has 

claimed the lives of over 32 million people.  The virus attacks the white blood cells that help the 

body fight infection, and unlike other viruses spread through respiratory droplets, the means of 

transmission is not through coughing and sneezing, but through bodily fluids exchanged through 

unprotected sex or shared intravenous needles. There is no cure for HIV, and left untreated, the 

progression of the disease will develop into AIDS, Acquired Immune Deficiency Disease, with life 

expectancy usually no more than 3 years.  However, if diagnosed early, antiretroviral treatment 

can stop the progression of the disease and allow patients to live a long life. At the end of 2018, 

around 37.9 million people were living with HIV. 

 
See Pandemic Perspectives, page 2. 
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According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), between April 2009 and 

April 2010, another strain of H1N1, nicknamed the Swine Flu, created another pandemic, and it 

affected an estimated 60.8 million people. There were also around 274,304 hospitalizations and 

12,469 deaths. Similar to the Spanish Flu from the previous century, symptoms were fever, chills, 

fever, headaches, and cough.  The usage of hand sanitizers, a thin gelatinous mixture containing 

at least 60% alcohol, became ubiquitous during this time to help prevent the spread of the virus 

in public places. 

 

In December 2019, a novel (new) coronavirus known as SARS-CoV-2 (“the virus”) was first de-

tected in Wuhan, Hubei Province, People’s Republic of China, causing outbreaks of the corona-

virus disease COVID-19 that quickly spread globally.  The United States Secretary of Health and 

Human Services (HHS) declared a public health emergency on January 31, 2020. On March 11, 

2020, the World Health Organization announced that the COVID-19 outbreak was a pandemic, 

as the rates of infection continued to rise in many locations around the world and across the 
United States.  On March 12, 2020, 1,645 people from 47 States were infected with the virus 

that causes COVID-19, therefore, on March 13, 2020, the United States President designated 

the COVID-19 outbreak a national emergency effective on March 1, 2020. 

 

Subsequent to the federal government’s declaration of emergency, every state declared public 

health emergencies and began enacting mitigation efforts in accordance with the Center for Dis-

ease Control’s and National Institute of Health’s guidelines to help to prevent the spread of the 

virus and to enable hospitals to effectively handle the influx of patients requiring hospitaliza-

tion.  Schools were closed, and as people with underlying medical conditions were proven to 

have more severe reactions to the virus, orders to shelter in place were made.  Only essential 

businesses were allowed to open, and teleworking became a way for some people to continue 

their jobs.  The closed businesses and workplaces resulted in unprecedented unemployment, 

and several federal legislation acts, as well as charitable organizations’ efforts, assisted families in 

paying their bills and putting food on the table. 

 

Being unprepared for this 21st century pandemic and its resulting lengthy quarantine has forced 

people to spend this time in different ways than what was once considered “normal.”  Not un-

like those who experienced other pandemics such as the Spanish Flu, each person and their fam-

ilies have had experiences and perspectives that they may not have faced before, creating a “new 

normal.”  Let’s take a look at our members’ Pandemic Perspectives from both the early 20th 

century’s Spanish Flu and the 21st century’s COVID-19. 

   

 

Pandemic Perspectives 
- continued - 

See Pandemic Perspectives, page 3. 
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Pandemic Perspectives 
- continued - 

 
Spanish Flu 1918-1920 

Kathi Harper Hill writes: 

 
We are living through the first pandemic any of us ever remember, at least in this country. The worst for me, 

being at home most the time anyway, is that my hair is looking more like a fright wig every day. 

 

I don’t  have anything to report about this go around, but I do have a little bit of a story to share about the 1918 

Spanish flu, which is what so many are comparing this to. 

 

My granddaddy, John Henry Harper was born in 1895. At age 22 he went into the 

army on June 22, 1918, to fight World War I. Never having been out of the 

North Georgia Mountains, he found himself bound for France.  

 

At some point he contracted the famous 1918 Spanish flu. He was very sick for 

some time. What he remembers most was being in a ward full of other people 

with the flu. And one day looking to his left, and seeing only dead people, he 

looked to the right and saw the same. He was the only living person on the ward 

at the time. 

 

Surviving this, he was to become one of the members of a division who was sent 

to fight the Meuse-Argonne Forest offensive.  

 

This is one of the bloodiest battles America ever fought, and the second deadli-

est, with over 26,000 American soldiers losing their life in 47 days. And almost 

96,000    were wounded. A total of 350,000 casualties resulted in this battle.  

 

His unit became trapped, “The Lost Battalion”, about 554 men, and had nothing to eat for weeks except tact – 

dried fish – and coffee. For the rest of his life, if he even smelled fish cooking, or if it had been cooked in a house, 

he would simply turn around and leave.  Roughly 197 were killed in action of the “Lost Battalion”, and approxi-

mately 150 missing or taken prisoner before the 194 remaining men were rescued. My granddaddy was one of 

the rescued.  

 

He remembers there being so many German casualties that the soldiers were stacking them up and hiding be-

hind them to shoot. 

 

My granddaddy was a sharp shooter, but he never talked about that. I imagine there was nothing that happened 

that anyone would want to dredge up and relive. 

 

There’s plenty of information out there to read about this battle. Heartbreaking numbers. If you have the time, I 

suggest you look up some of this and learn about it.  

 

I’ve read articles that say one of the reasons we lost so many soldiers that lots of them were weakened or even 

still had the Spanish flu when they were sent to the Argonne Forest to fight. 

 

And we think we have it rough with this pandemic.  We don’t have a clue. 

See Pandemic Perspectives, page 4. 

John Henry Harper  
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Pandemic Perspectives 
- continued - 

 

See Pandemic Perspectives, page 5. 

Spanish Flu 1918-1920 

-continued- 

Linda Baughcum writes: 
 

My grandmother Naomi Giles was born in 1898 in rural Missouri in the little town of 

Hawk Point.  She told us that back then, people put black wreaths on their front doors if 

there was a death in their family.  She said that in many places whole families died, and 

there was no one left to take down the wreaths.  This was used as a sign that there might 

possibly be people inside their homes that needed to be buried.  She said everyone was 

terrified and, as a result, the churches were full.   

 

Looking back on this from today's perspective, the full churches might have been one of 

the direct causes of the second wave of the pandemic.   

 

I am happy to say that all of my Grandmother's family was spared. 
Naomi Giles (1917) 

Laurel Brenda Cochran writes: 

 I know Gilmer County lost a lot of folks to the Spanish Flu pandemic,  

 including some of my family: 
 

 My 37 yr old grandmother, Frances Laura Jones Cantrell:  
      B: 1881 Gilmer County, GA - D: 1918 Cartecay, GA 

 

 Laura Cantrell’s  1-year-old daughter, Little Dovie Cantrell:  

      B. 1917-1918 Cartecay, GA 

 

 My great grandfather, Alfred David Cantrell, age 71 yrs.  
         B. 1846 Greenville Co. SC - D. 1918  Cartecay, GA. 
 

 They all lived on Big Creek Road, and are buried in the Scrougetown Church  

 Cemetery in Gilmer County, Georgia. 
 

 These are some of the folks that lost their lives.  

 

 My mother was 14 years old at the time, and she said that she was so sick with the 

 flu that she did not even know that her family had died and was buried. 

From George Gordon Ward’s The Annals of Upper Georgia Centered in Gilmer County: 

 
Page 418, March 19: “Influenza is raging.  Many schools and other public meetings suspend or are much depleted and 

handicapped.” 

 

Page 424: “This season, already heavy with the gloom and uncertainty of the World War and the merciless cold, ice, and 

snow brought an added calamity in the form of Spanish influenza, which might reasonably be compared to the ancient 

plagues.  Many died.  It returned in the early part of 1920, becoming so severe in February that schools and churches 

closed.” 

James A. & Frances Laura Jones Cantrell 

“Little Dovie” Cantrell  

Headstone 

Alfred David Cantrell 

Headstone 
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Pandemic Perspectives 
- continued - 

 

See Pandemic Perspectives; Digital Learning in a 21st Century Pandemic, page 6. 

COVID-19 (2019-?) 

The COVID-19 pandemic and the mandatory sheltering-in-place has been challenging for students as the extreme contagion of 

the virus resulted in the closing of schools, and teachers and students switched to digital teaching and learning via the Inter-

net.  GCGSI and First Families of Gilmer County members Owen, Olivia, and Charlotte Dover switched to digital learning on 

March 16, 2020, and recently finished the school year without returning to their schools.  All three are in the Norcross Clus-

ter of the Gwinnett County Georgia Public School System. Owen, age 15, was a freshman at Paul Duke STEM High School; 

Olivia, age 12, was in sixth grade at Pinckneyville Middle School; and Charlotte, age 7, was in first grade at Simpson Elementary 

School.  (In addition to the students’ digital learning from home, their dad David is the Music Technology teacher at North 

Gwinnett Middle School and their mom Megan is Senior Director of Video Product Management of Cox Communications, so 

they were both working from home while their children were “at school.”  This made it a very busy house for the Dovers.) 

 

Owen, Olivia, and Charlotte took a little time to answer a few questions from their Aunt Barbara Dover regarding their per-

sonal perspectives as students, and here’s what they had to say about digital learning during this 21st century pandemic. 

 

When did you learn about the COVID-19 pandemic?  How did it make you feel when you 

learned about it? 

 

Owen:  So I first really learned about Coronavirus watching the news about it first spreading around China, and 

then I was talking to people about it and they’re like, “It’s not going to hit America.” That made me feel a little 

calm about it, but once it spread throughout Europe, and especially Italy, yeah... 

 
Olivia:  I first learned about the pandemic when I kept hearing about it on the news, and at school people kept 

talking about it.  At first I just thought it was like a joke or something because no one was taking it seriously, but 

then I started to realize it was real; it’s happening in a lot of places so I need to be careful about it.  Some people 

seem to get it easier, so that makes me more nervous about it; but at the same time I feel better because the 

curve has been flattening. 

 

Charlotte:  I learned about it when we were still in school and me and my friends were talking about it.  One 

of my friends said, “Have you heard about the crayon box,” meaning Coronavirus, and I told them what it was. I 

told them I felt fine about it because I knew it was really far away and that I wouldn’t get it. 

 

You are all in the Gwinnett County Georgia Public School System and you began digital 

learning on March 16, 2020.  This was initially to be just the week before Spring Break, but 

it kept being extended so that you have just finished out this school year without returning 

to your school. What is the best and worst thing about sheltering in place and learning 

from home? 

 

Owen: Okay, the main reason I’m upset about school being canceled is because I really like hanging out with 

friends, and it’s a lot harder to have school online because there are a lot more distractions.  It’s hard to keep 

your schedule going without being distracted, and not being able to see your friends for awhile gets in my 

head.  My friends’ parents and my parents are very strict about social media, so sometimes it makes it hard to 

work if I’m wondering how they are and if they’re doing okay. 

 

Olivia:  I think the best thing about being home is we’re more safe and protected, and we get to spend more 

time with our family.  Normally my mom’s always at work but we get to see her more often because she’s work-

ing from home. The worst thing is that we can’t see our friends and teachers in person.  It’s kind of hard to digi-

tally learn because at school you can see what they’re trying to explain, like they’ll write it out on the board and 

you can kinda see what’s going on in the teacher’s head.  Some teachers just ask you to watch videos they found 

on YouTube, but some teachers video themselves doing the lesson, and then you practice it, and then you take 

pictures of your work and post it.  Band was very hard.  At first, we watched videos and had Google forms to 

Digital Learning in a 2lst Century Pandemic 

Owen Gordon Dover 

Olivia Evelyn Dover 

Charlotte Harper Dover 
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Pandemic Perspectives 
- continued - 

 

comment like, “How did you feel about it? Was it good? Have 

you heard it before?” so it was super simple and if you complet-

ed it, you got 100.  But then he started making assignments to 

actually practice and stuff; like he made us play “Star Wars” 

and that was fun to learn.  But it’s more fun in person and it 

helps you keep up your skills, because sometimes you really 

don’t feel like playing your instrument at home alone. 

 

Charlotte: One of the best things about sheltering has been 

that I’ve been able to communicate more with my brother Ow-

en because I haven’t been as close to him as I am now.  I also 

get to spend more time with my family and I never have the 

time to do that.  The worst thing about not being at school is 

that I don’t get to see my friends and I miss my teacher. I really 

like my friends.  I don’t get to have playdates either.  

 

Did you have a regular schedule while learning from home, or was it adjusted by you and your parents? 

 

Owen: I tried to maintain my school schedule based on what classes I had first, but ended up making my own schedule because nor-

mally I don’t have the same classes every day. 
 

Olivia: I didn’t follow the normal school day schedule, because I would usually get done around 10:00.  I 

would wake up like at 8:30, and since we didn’t have that much stuff to do, I would work until I was 

done.  That would give me more time to do other stuff for the rest of the day.  One of the bad things about 

getting done early though, was that I would have a lot more chores to do because I had more free time. 

 

Charlotte: I just kind of did two papers, then I had a break.  Then if I had like three more to go, I did 

those and had the rest of the day off.  A lot of times I would keep on taking breaks because no one was 

really telling me to get back in there.  In my online classes, we mostly reviewed stuff, and I had to watch 

videos so I would know what to do.  We had some Zoom classes where I was able to see my friends, and 

some days I dressed up and some days I was in my pajamas for the class.  We would even have official 

pajama days and some days like school spirit day where we wore our Simpson shirts.  We sometimes had 

our reading group together on Zoom where we would gather up 5 people, and take turns reading out loud 

the pages the teacher told us.  We would take turns reading from the same book online or if we had the 

book sitting in our room.  

 

Have you learned new things that weren’t necessarily school-related while you have been sheltering in place 

that you never would have learned had you been in school?  If so, can you share what they were? 

 

Owen:  I learned to not overthink or overexaggerate things in my head.  And to not worry so much. 

 

Olivia:  I’ve tried new recipes.  I’ve made cream cheesecake cookies, chocolate and mint brownies, and kitchen sink cookies, a recipe 

that my uncle and I made up.  They’re called kitchen sink cookies because we went and found all sorts of chocolate candies and put 

them in a regular cookie dough, sort of like everything but the kitchen sink!  I had to do online gymnastics classes which is really weird 

but mostly what we did was just conditioning.  We can’t really do actual gymnastics because someone isn’t there to spot for you and you 

could get hurt.  So I would just do stretching and gymnastics on my own. 

 

Charlotte: I took online ballet classes from the New York Ballet, and I learned how to be a better artist.  I learned that when I’m 

painting that if I paint a lot with a lot of layers, it would take a long time to dry, but it’ll also leave little puddles.  

COVID-19 (2019-?) 

Digital Learning in a 21st Century Pandemic 
-continued- 

See Pandemic Perspectives; Digital Learning in a 21st Century Pandemic, page 7. 

Owen and Charlotte talking in the back yard 

Olivia and Gidget, the new puppy 
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Pandemic Perspectives 
- continued - 

 

See Pandemic Perspectives, page 8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you think this pandemic will affect how you will go about your daily routine once you are no longer shel-

tering in place?  If so, how do you think you will be affected? 

 

Owen:  I think after we can go and visit people’s houses again, everybody will still be super cautious, with social distancing just so we’re 

safe.  Of course we would have to wear masks in public, and I think more businesses will be more contained and self-aware.  I think as 

far as shaking hands, some people might want to do it and some people may not.  And hugs, it just depends on if you know the people 

or not.  Some people are going to hug their friends.  I don’t do that; not everybody does the same thing. 
 

Olivia:  I don’t know.  I think people are going to be more nervous because they might have disabilities that can make them more 

susceptible to it.  Most people are still going to worry about it and it’s not going to be like it has been.  I think we’re still going to try our 

best to sort of keep social distancing, but for the most part I think we’re going to be just fine.  We just have to not get super close to 

each other.  It just depends on where we go. 

 

Charlotte:  I’m going to miss being with my family as much, but I’m going to be really glad I’ll get to see my friends!  

 

Is there anything else that you would like to add regarding your experience so far during the pandemic? 

 

Owen: I don’t really know anybody who has Corona; the only people that I hear about having it is in the news.  So even though some 

part of me believes it’s real, some part of me thinks it’s just like a hoax because I personally do not know anyone who has it or has even 

gotten close to it.  I know a couple people who have been tested but they weren’t positive.  Two of my friends’ families deal with the 

guidelines but are not super strict with it.  They still go to the grocery store, but I don’t think they wear masks.  They social distance only 

because other families do. So not every family has been as strict as we have. 

 

Olivia: After all this time sheltering, my Scout Troop finally had an in-person social distancing campfire in our Senior Patrol Leader’s 

backyard last night.  It was really fun to see them there! 

 

Charlotte:  I really miss seeing my PopPop and Bebop.  Even though me and my mom sometimes FaceTime them, it’s not the same.  I 

also miss getting to do all the fun activities at church.  We always have some really fun things to do at church.  It’s fun to do the virtual 

things too, but it’s better doing things in person. 

COVID-19 (2019-?) 

Digital Learning in a 21st Century Pandemic 
-continued- 

Owen, Charlotte, and Olivia picnic on the lawn 

Huck 

Owen 
Olivia 

David and Megan David and Charlotte 

Wicket 

Knight 

Winks 

The Dover Family 
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Pandemic Perspectives 
- continued - 

 

Ben and Eileen Bailey write: 
 

We don't have any amazing stories about our family during this pandem-

ic.  We are thoroughly enjoying "sheltering in place."  Ben had said that 

when he turned 80, he would eliminate all volunteer commitments ex-

cept for those involving church callings.  Little did he know that this op-

portunity would come when he was still 77!  When the pandemic is his-

tory, he will seek the Lord's guidance about foregoing volunteer efforts in 

the community.   
 

Our children in Arizona, North Carolina, and Maryland are well 

and employed.  Family members in New York, New Jersey, and Florida 

are likewise doing well.  We go for a ride into Ellijay about twice a week 

to get our grocery orders at Walmart's outside pickup.  If we have to go 

inside Walmart, Ingles, or Food Lion for items that are not 

on walmart.com, we wear our face masks that Eileen made.  Eileen made 

two masks for her and one for Ben.  Eileen also has been quilting a baby 

quilt for our great-grandchild who is scheduled to arrive in August.  She 

finished a table runner as well. 
 

We miss getting together with friends from Blue Ridge for lunch weekly, 

so we met them one time in the Walmart parking lot and chatted with 

them in their car and us in ours. 

In case you were unaware, some members of GCGSI are masters with needle and thread, or crochet 

hook and yarn.  During the “shelter in place” order, along with other activities, these masters created 

protective face coverings, quilts, afghans, and home décor for themselves and others.  The old saying 

“A stitch in time saves nine” could be rephrased with “A stitch in time saves lives.”  Eileen Bailey,  

Rebecca Burrell, Willene Davis, Mary O. Jones, and Gladys Dotson Spivey are a few of our masters. 

The Baileys’ Gread-Grandchild’s Quilt 

Eileen’s Table Runner 

Mary O. Jones’ handmade face masks. 

Colorful face coverings 

by Rebecca Burrell. 

Rebecca Burrell and Mary O. Jones also sewed masks/face coverings during the quaran-

tine.  Even Barbara Dover borrowed a friend’s sewing machine to make a throw pillow. 

Masks made by Rebecca Burrell. 

Barbara Dover writes: 
 

I like to upcycle framed needlework 

into pillows.  I find the pieces in thrift 

stores; buy them for a few cents; bring 

them home and remove the frames; 

then clean them up.  Next I find a cool 

fabric backing to match; determine the 

size according to the needlework piece; 

and sew the pillow.  I hate to see all 

that hard work someone originally put 

into the piece go to waste. And they 

make great gifts!  (Plus the gift recipient 

thinks I did it all when I say I made it!)  

 Masked Ben 

See Pandemic Perspectives, page 9. 

COVID-19 (2019-?) 

-continued- 
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Pandemic Perspectives 
- continued - 

 

See Pandemic Perspectives, page 10. 

COVID-19 (2019-?) 

-continued- 

Quilts have been sewn for generations using flour sacks, fabric scraps, and old clothing in order 

to provide warmth and comfort in times of need.  Rebecca Burrell, Willene Davis, and Mary O. 

Jones continued this timeworn tradition during the COVID-19 quarantine.   

Mary O. Jones writes: 

 

This quilt is made with teacup fabric and scrap fabric. It is a 

dot to dot quilt which I added extra borders to make larger. 

The back has the same teacup fabric on the back. I quilted it 

on my home sewing machine as we were quarantined to 

home. I call it the tea and cookies quilt as I quilted round 
cookies onto it.  

Patchwork Quilt by Rebecca Burrell 

Handmade Baby Quilt created by Willene Davis for her niece’s granddaughter. 

Tea and Cookies Quilt made by Mary O. Jones 
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Pandemic Perspectives 
- continued - 

See Pandemic Perspectives, page 11. 

COVID-19 (2019-?) 

-continued- 

Gladys Dotson Spivey writes: 
  

During the shut down for the pandemic, I have been taking 

a lot of naps, talking a lot on the phone, and, oh yes, doing 

a lot of crocheting. 
  

I have started on my seventh afghan.   Pictured to the left 

are three of the afghans; I have already given three away.  
  

In between crocheting, talking, and napping, I have been 

doing a little genealogical research with a cousin I met last 

October at the library, and working in the flower and vege-

table garden.  Can’t wait for those maters and cukes! 

Willene Davis writes: 
 

Sheltering in place during this pandemic has given me a 

chance to make a baby quilt for my niece’s granddaughter 

and crochet several afghans.  I sent a couple of the afghans to 

some friends in Montana, one in earth tones and one that 

looks like a cup of sherbet.  Then I just decided to use up 

some extra yarn in a couple more.  Those afghans were a 

sort of surprise because the pattern cover for them looked 

completely different than the way mine turned out.  After I 

looked more closely at the cover photo, I realized that they 

had photographed the back side of the afghan.  Surprise!   
 

In addition to the sewing and crocheting, I’ve been working 

on some genealogical research for my cousin to use in a his-

torical fiction book that she is planning to write.  I’ve gone a 

little stir crazy during this time, so J. B. and I have taken a 

few rides here and there just to get out of the house. 

Hand-knit and hand-crocheted throws known as afghans also give comfort in times of stress, so is it 

any wonder that Gladys Dotson Spivey and Willene Davis made them for others during the pandemic? 

Willene’s “Surprise” Afghans 

Sherbet  and Earth Tones Afghans with Stitch Close-up Photos 



 

 Page 11 
The Gi lmer County  Genea log i c a l  Soc ie t y ,  I nc .  

 

Pandemic Perspectives 
- continued - 

Barbara J. Dover writes: 

Although this COVID-19 pandemic has been scary at times, especially when Rachel Maddow gets on a roll; 

and funny at times, with the creative memes and jokes; the times that I will remember the most are the times 

I have stopped to reflect on what I believe is truly important.  Many people have stepped up to take care of 

the sick, the hungry, the desperate, and those that, for whatever reasons, just cannot take care of themselves.  

These people define the word “good” and deserve abundant thanks from us all. Unfortunately, this pandemic 

has also magnified things that are not so good in people, a common occurrence in an emergency situation.  

Good or not so good, this pandemic will affect and change all of our lives, but, hopefully, we have learned a 

lot about ourselves as a result.  And that we choose good over not so good. 
 

After sheltering in place in central Florida for over two months, I have come to absolutely cherish my faith in 

God; my sweet dog Ben Dover; FaceTime/Google Hangouts for family visits; honesty; close friends both near-

by and in Georgia; music; local flora and fauna; dirt-digging therapy; good books; photography and editing 

apps; wifi; air conditioning; live and streaming tv; casual everyday; and the good teachings from my parents, 

including the importance of being able to grow your own food and saving as much as you can when you can.   

It’s easy to be fearful and worry about the what-ifs, but counting my blessings always helps.     
 

Meanwhile, here are some images I’ve captured while hanging around the house over the past few months. 

COVID-19 (2019-?) 
-continued- 
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Research Corner 

  
  

Ben and Eileen Bailey 

Gladys Spivey needs help in identifying the two families in front of the old Richard 

Dotson log house.  (Photo is on the left below.)  Also if you have any information 

on the house in the photo below on the right, it would be greatly appreciated.  It 

is said to be the house of a Preacher Hyde.  Please confirm or deny, and give any 

information you might have about Preacher Hyde.  You can email her at  

grannyspivey@etcmail.com with any information. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I (Denise Schatz Schnieders) am looking for information on my great grandfather Josh Burgess.  Josh 

Burgess was born on April 4, 1894, in Ellijay, Georgia. He had three sons and two daughters with Lelie 

Rosella Bryson between 1917 and 1926.  He died on May 8, 1964, in Cincinnati, Ohio, at the age of 70, 

and was buried in his hometown.  I have no information on his family.  Any help would be appreciated. 

 

Richard Dotson Log Home 

Preacher Hyde House? 

 

See Research Corner, page 11. 

 

I (Cara Mulkey) know this is a long shot, but I'm hoping 

someone might recognize any of the people in the photos 

to the right. I think they may be of my GGG grandparents 

Benjamin Mulkey and Allie Sparks OR William Stone and 

unknown wife. My GG grandparents (William Virgil Mulkey 

and Malinda Stone) left Cartecay around 1900 and moved to 

Tennessee.  
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Research Corner 

-continued- 

  
  

  

 

 

 

  

 

I (Philip Taylor) am interested in the location where my 3rd 

great grandfather, Major Southerland, lived in Gilmer County

(1840-1910).  When he died the years’ support for his wife. 

Nancy Cordell, (photo to the right) listed his 130 acres were 

listed in lot 90, 24th district, 2nd section. I know this is locat-

ed near old community of Carlisle and is in the vicinity of Ball 

Creek Church and Mt Pisgah Church. Major Southerland was 

buried at Ball Creek Church.  Are there any old land plats 

that might pinpoint this location?  I am also interested in this 

location because my 2nd great grandfather, James W. Darnell 

and his wife Jane Southerland are believed to be buried in the 

Southerland Family Cemetery located there.  I have found 

mention of this cemetery on Gilmer County Genealogical 

Society’s records of family cemeteries.  I am looking for a 

suggestion on where some of these land records might be 

found, either in the library or with county government rec-

ords.  Any and all help is greatly appreciated; contact me via 

email at philiptaylor56@gmail.com. 
Year's Support for Nancy Cordell Southerland  

after Death of Major Southerland  

Jimmy Sikes from Texas, a member of the Gilmer County Genealogical Society, descendant of Rich-

ard Cox, B 1760, and a member of First Families of Gilmer County wants information about William 

Cox.  Cox was shot in Ellijay in 1865 and wants to find out if there are some of the 1865, 1871, and 

1899 Superior Court records on him. Any guidance will be greatly appreciated.  You can email him at 

jcsikesone@gmail.com.   

 

I (Kacie Greer) am trying to see if anyone would know how I can find any more information on my 

3rd great grandfather Pinkney Griggs (any variation of the spelling). He was married to a Dovie and 

had Bell Griggs Campbell, Annie (Annie Lou/ Lou Annie) Griggs Starks, and Laura Griggs Graham. I 

have the death certificates for Bell and Laura which name him and her both; and I have newspaper 

articles on Darcus/Darkus (any variation of spelling) and they were married in Gilmer County. 1890 

census are gone, so the next thing is in 1900 where Darcus is listed as widowed.  My search has 

come to a dead end other than finding Darcus died in Alabama; and that her obituary again names 

"Pink" Griggs as her husband but the spelling has changed to "Greggs."  I want to know if there are 

any records that can give me any more information on Pinkney and what happened to him. I know 

Lou Annie/Annie Lou Starks lived in Gilmer also.  You can email me at kbabb26@gmail.com. 

 

Jessee Grimes wants to know the parents of Joseph Marion Steadman, born 19 June 1865 in Ellijay, 

Gilmer County, Georgia.  Email information to grimes001@aol.com. 

 

Rebecca Holt Amerson asks: “Does anyone know where William E. Chastain (1825-1878) is buried? 

His will was filed in Fannin County and lists all of his children: Nancy Vianna Sorrell, Mary Adaline 

Padgett, Calloway Chastain, Altha M. Cornett, William Silvester Chastain, Malissa Sophronia Chas-

tain, and Matilda Sabrina Bell. All of the property mentioned in his will was in Gilmer County. Thank 

you for your help!” 
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First Families of Gilmer County, Georgia 

 

First Family Members Added During 

The Second Quarter Of 2020 

New Members       Ancestors 

The First Families program is designed to honor those pioneers 

who settled in Gilmer County in 1840 or before, and to recog-

nize their descendants upon becoming members of this pro-

gram.  We encourage anyone who is directly descended from 

early settlers whose names appear on the 1840 or any prior 

Gilmer County Census to apply.  Discovering your Gilmer 

County roots can be challenging and exciting; and your re-

search can serve as a source of information for generations to 

come.  An approved applicant receives a certificate and pin ac-

knowledging this Gilmer County ancestor.  Come and join our 

223 descendants who are currently members of First Families 

of Gilmer County! Applicants are not required to currently 

reside in Gilmer County.  For more information, please visit 

our website at: http://www.gcgsi.org/firstfamilies.html. 

Dennis Eugene Cantrell Samuel W. Jones 

Logo: Leslie Thomas 

Gladys Dotson Spivey, First Families Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

 

Say you like Corn Bread? 

This is how you make Corn Bread. 

 
You till the soil, plant the corn seed and wait about ten days for the corn to come up and hope the 

crows and worms don’t eat all the little corn plants. You weed the corn ever week for about two 

months for the corn to produce an ear of corn and hope and pray a wind don’t come and blow it 

down. You wait until fall for the ears of corn to grow to maturity and dry in the field. When corn is dry 

you pull ears of corn from the corn stalk and take to a dry place in the shed then you shuck the corn, 

shell the corn and take to a miller to have ground into corn meal. You bring meal home. The wife or 

you have to sift the meal to remove the brand. The brand is the outside of the corn kernel. Now you 

are ready to make corn bread. You add salt, soda, egg and milk or water stir to mix well. Place in a 

greased iron skillet and bake until golden brown. And you say you like corn bread!!!! 

 

Have you ever eaten Leather Britches?   

This is how you make Leather Britches. 
 

You pick green pods that have beans inside the green pod. Take the stem and tails off the pod. Then 

string on a thread and hang the strings of beans in a dry place until they are dry and they rattle when 

touched. Place dried beans in airtight container until ready to use. When ready to cook wash the dried 

beans and place in pot and cover with water and cook until tender. My mom and granny always put a 

ham bone or a hunk of fat back along with a pod of hot pepper in the pot with the beans.  When I was 

younger, I always liked when it came time of the year to work on the beans for leather britches. Gran-

ny, mom, and my sister and I would sit out under the shade tree and string the beans. 

Corn Bread and Leather Britches 

Gladys Dotson Spivey 
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Mary O. Jones’ Death by Chocolate Cake with Cream Cheese Filling 

 

Cake Ingredients 
 

1/2  c. vegetable oil          2-3 c. all-purpose flour 

1 1/2 cups sugar     2 large eggs 

1/2 c. cocoa     1 tsp. each baking soda & salt 

1/4 stick butter    2 tsp. baking powder 

1 c. shredded frozen zucchini, drained    

1/2 c. baking chocolate, chunked or chocolate chips  

2 tsp. real vanilla extract  

 

Cream Cheese Filling Ingredients  Raspberry Glaze Ingredients 
 

8 oz. softened cream cheese    1/2 c. raspberries 

2 c. confectioners’ sugar    1/8 c. sugar 

1 tsp. real vanilla extract    1 c. water 

 

Chocolate Ganache Ingredients  
 

 1/4 c. cocoa  1/2 c. sugar  3/4 c. milk  1/2 c. butter 

Instructions: 
 

Cake:  Preheat oven to 350-degrees F.  Sift flour, baking soda, salt, baking powder, and cocoa together 

in separate bowl.  Cream eggs, vegetable oil, sugar, butter, and vanilla together using mixer.  Add dry 

ingredients a little at a time and mix together until smooth.  Fold in zucchini and chocolate chunks/chips.  

Pour into either 2 greased round cake pans or 1 greased bundt pan.  The baking pan depends on the ov-

en ,but round pans will take around 25 minutes, and the bundt pan about 55-60 minutes. Test for done-

ness with toothpicks. Cool thoroughly before removing from pans. 
 

Cream Cheese Filling: While cake is baking, cream softened cream cheese and add confectioners’ 

sugar a little at a time until wll blended.  Add vanilla and set aside. 
 

Raspberry Glaze: Cook ingredients together until  thickened. Strain seeds. Glaze when cake is cool. 
 

Chocolate Ganache: Boil ingredients in a large saucepan until a soft ball forms in a cup of cold water. 

 

To Serve: Add filling between layers of glazed round cake or in center of glazed bundt cake.  Drizzle 

ganache over the top and/or serve on the side.  Garnish with fresh berries. Do rescucitate! 

Mary O. Jones’ recipe book, Momma Mary’s Down Home Southern Cooking Recipes:  

Recipes for Cooking about Everything and Anything, may be purchased at amazon.com. 



 

Page 16 
The Gi lmer County  Genea log i c a l  Soc ie t y ,  I nc .  

 

 

Mountain Heritage Newsletter  

Published by Barbara J. Dover, 
Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

Publication Chair 

 

This edition of  

Mountain Heritage is dedicated  

to the memory 

 of GCGSI Member 

Joseph Robert Hill 

(1954-2020) 

The Flowering Apple Trees, Eragny, 1895 

Camille Pissarro ((1830-1903) 

June 2020 

  

• Sunday, June 14– Flag Day 
 

• Sunday, June 21 - Happy Father’s Day! 
                   

• Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 

Gilmer County Library 
Subject to Library Schedule due to COVID-19 
Fridays from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

June 5- Patricia Henson 
June 12 - Rebecca Burrell 

        June 19 - Gladys Spivey 

        June 26-  Research Team 
         
 

July 2020 
  

• Saturday, July 4 - Happy Independence Day! 
 

• Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 
        Gilmer County Library 
        Subject to Library Schedule due to COVID-19 

        Fridays from 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

        July 3 - Patricia Henson 
        July 10 - Rebecca Burrell 
        July 17 - Volunteer Unavailable 

        July 24 - Research Team 
        July 31 -  Volunteer Unavailable 

  

August 2020 

 

• Thursday, August 13 
     GCGSI Annual Summer Picnic 
     Subject to CDC Guidelines due to COVID-19 

     River Park Pavilion 
     11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
     Bring Covered Side Dish or Dessert; all else is provided.. 

 

• Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 

    Gilmer County Library 

        Subject to Library Schedule due to COVID-19 

    Fridays from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
    August 7 – Patricia Henson 

    August 14 – Rebecca Burrell 

    August 21 – Gladys Spivey 

    August 28 – Research Team 

BULLETIN BOARD 

All GCGSI activities are subject to CDC Guidelines due to COVID-19. 

You are invited to attend the GCGSI 

Annual Picnic and join together with 

other members in the sharing of won-

derful food and fellowship!  Subject to 

CDC Guidelines due to COVID-19, the 

picnic will be held at the River Park  

Pavilion in Ellijay on Thursday, Au-

gust 13, 2020, from 11:30 a.m. until 

1:30 p.m. Lunch will be served around 

noon, with a protein and paper prod-

ucts provided.  Everyone attending is 

encouraged to bring your favorite 

side dish, bread, and/or dessert.  

Contact Rebecca Burrell, Event Chair-

person, for more details. 
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 Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc.   Remember the days of old, 
 P. O. Box 919      consider the years of many generations; 
 Ellijay, Georgia 30540     ask thy Father, and he will shew thee; 
   Cc     thy elders, and they will tell you. 
 Email Address: gilmergenealogy@gmail.com  Deuteronomy 32:7 
 

 
           

Book Order Form 
(Sale prices are while supplies last!) 

 

 
 Quantity Amount 
 
          _    Days Gone By - $40.00   50% OFF!  ONLY $20.00 
     This is a book compiled of the writings of the late Ernest Parker, a Gilmer County  
     Native and historian.  Much of this material was originally published in the  

 Ellijay Times-Courier newspaper. 
 
 

    Reflections on Mountain Heritage - $35.00 48% OFF! ONLY $18.00 
    This book relates times past and the methods practiced on the mountain 
     homestead.  Included are recipes, family care, old sayings, superstitions and 
    traditions, tales from the mountains, memories and reminiscences. 
    This book received a state award. 
 
 
    Poetry from the Mountains - $20.00 OVER 50% OFF! ONLY $8.00 
    This book is a collection of poems by Gilmer residents and/or their 
     ancestors/descendants. 
 
_______ _______ Faces of Our Ancestors: First Families of Gilmer County, GA - $80.00 
    This book is a legacy to the ancestors who first settled Gilmer County from their  

     descendants, members of First Families of Gilmer County.  This latest publication  
    from the Gilmer County Genealogical Society is over 800 pages and its copyright 
    has been registered with the International Society of Book Number (ISBN) Agency. 
    It has been donated to the Library of Congress, the Georgia Archives, and the  
    Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
 
 

     Subtotal 

 

    If shipped, please add $5.00 per item for shipping costs, except for Faces of  
     Our Ancestors.  Due to its weight, shipping for this book is $8.00 per book. 

    (Books may be also purchased at GCGSI meetings.) 
 

 
 
    TOTAL 
 
 
 
All books are available at “Walls of Books” in East Ellijay; at GCGSI monthly meetings;  
and from research assistants on “Research Fridays” at the Gilmer County Library. 

 
 
GCGSI meetings are held at the Gilmer County Library; 268 Calvin Jackson Drive; Ellijay, Georgia 30540,  
on the 2nd Thursday  of each month at 2:00 p.m.  Please call 706-635-4528 to confirm. 



 

  We’re online! 

 www.gcgsi.org 

Contact email: gilmergenealogy@gmail.com 

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

706-514-8600 

• GCGSI Membership 

• First Families Application 

• Genealogical Links 

• Officers and Chairpersons 

 

What  Is  Ava i lab le  Onl ine?  

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

• Book Order Forms 

• 1834 and 1840 Census 

• Contact Information 

• GCGSI Newsletters 
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