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mountain heritage  

 

 All of us have preconceived notions as to what our ancestors were like, often from a historical per-

spective of the eras in which they lived. And many of our ideas may be based on movies or television 

shows of fictional lives created by writers. We might think that our Grandparents’ and Great Grand-

parents’ lives were just like “The Waltons” or even “Little House on the Prairie.” What a shock if we 

found that our ideas were far from the truth! What if we had actual documentation such as photo-

graphs, their personal writings, and other writings about our ancestors? And what if that documenta-

tion provided proof that our imagination was completely wrong, and their reality was more like 

“Gunsmoke?” The stories presented in this feature are about our GCGSI member’s ancestors, submit-

ted by their descendants who ask you to “Believe It Or Not!” 

  

 

 
Margaret Canzady Davis Dotson was my great grandmother. When she was 

born in 1873 she had a twin brother---a phenomenon in itself---and unbe-

knownst to her, a sign of what life had in store. 

  

Canzady, as she was called, married Thomas Andrew Dotson in 1888 and they 

soon began raising a family in the Tail's Creek community in Gilmer County. 

  

Little did Canzady realize that triplets---and twins---would become not the exception but the rule in 

her family in the coming years. Between 1890 and 1917 Canzady gave birth to twenty children includ-

ing triplets, and three sets of twins.  Family records show she had nine other children born individual-

ly and two who died in infancy and were not named.  At the time Canzady and Thomas were thought 

to have been the parents to the most young'uns anyone had ever had in Gilmer County. 

  

Canzady passed away October 8, 1936.  She lived a long and true Christian life having been a member 

of the Baptist church for over 45 years. When she died she had some eighty grandchildren and a 

number of great grandchildren.  She was buried at Pleasant Gap Baptist Church Cemetery next to 

Thomas.  

  

My great grandmother Canzady Davis Dotson was a loving, devoted wife and a truly amazing woman-

--and mother.  

Story by Loretta Wells Coker 

Twenty  Was  Aplenty! 

Tom, Canzady, and Fred Dotson (1918) 

See Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not!, page. 2. 

Photos provided by authors of the stories. 
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Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not! 
-continued- 

See Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not!, page. 3. 

 

 

 

 

My ancestors have a history of their love for guns and shooting them.  And not just for target practice 

either.  I have two separate stories about two sets of ancestors where their love of guns, knives, and 

other things ended up getting them into a lot of trouble.   

 

I believe the first story took place in 1887 and reared its ugly 

head again in 1899.  The characters in this story were Tobe 

Chastain and Levi “Lee” Dotson.  Tobe Chastain and Levi "Lee" 

Dotson were brothers-in-law.  Levi was my grandfather Richard 

Lafayette Dotson’s brother, making him my great uncle.  Any-

how Levi and Tobe had been feuding for a long time, over what I 

don’t know.   Sometime around 1887, their feud took things to a 

whole other level when Levi took a knife and cut Tobe from ear

-to-ear, but not deep enough to kill him.  Tobe recovered and 

got into a little trouble with the law in 1897, but then got into 

big trouble around 1899 when he shot Uncle Levi three times 

and killed him.   

 

My second story took place in 1934 and the characters were 

both first cousins.  Burel Dotson was the son of George Dot-

son.  Robert Lee Dotson was the son of Samuel Kenneth Dot-

son.  George and Samuel were both brothers of my grandfather 

Richard Lafayette Dotson.  I guess that made them my first cous-

ins thrice removed? 

 

Burel and his mother came to Ellijay to visit relatives, and he and Robert Lee got together and started 

drinking.  This continued for awhile until Robert passed out.  When Robert came to, he found his wife 

Esther in the bed with cousin Burel.  Robert didn’t really care for that, so he and Burel started to fight 

and Burel pulled out a knife.  Robert pulled out a gun.  Robert shot and killed his first cousin Burel at 

his house on the town square.   

 

Robert was convicted of voluntary manslaughter in October of 1934, and sentenced to 5 to 8 years 

hard labor at the Gilmer County State Prison Camp.  He was assigned to the mess hall where, coinci-

dentally, his wife Esther was a prison cook.  Maybe that’s why it was considered hard labor?   

 

A couple of years later, Robert’s attorney argued for a pardon stating that Robert was only doing 

what any man would do.  He was pardoned on good behavior in September of 1936 and was given a 

full pardon by Governor Gene Talmadge in November of 1937.  I don’t know what happened to him 

and Esther. 

Homicides of Adults in Gilmer County,  

Georgia,  to 1900 - cjrc.osu.edu 

Dotsons Love Their Guns, Knives...And Other Things 

Stories by Gladys Spivey 
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Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not! 
-continued- 

 

 

 

 

My fifth great grandmother Mary Davis Dickenson (1725-1770) had a rough life. She had married in about 1743 and 

had two sons with Samuel Brown (1717-1749) who was killed by the Shawnee at the beginning of the conflicts 

leading up to the Revolutionary War.  She was pregnant at the time of his death.   

 

A couple of years later in 1753 she married Humphry Madison (1730-1756.)  He was a first cousin of President 

James Madison.  They had one child, a daughter they named Catherine (1754-1818.)  Humphry was listed as the 

sheriff of Augusta County, Virginia in 1753.  He fought in a battle with Mary’s father Capt. Adam Dickenson in 1756 

and was killed at Ft. Jackson in Allegheny County, Virginia.   

 

Mary’s two sons with Samuel Brown were kidnapped by the Shawnees in 1756.  Adam (1745) was just 11 years old 

and brother William (1747) was nine.  They were raised by the Indians and lived for some time with the Shawnee, 

until they were sold to the Huron.  William somehow escaped, although it seems to be a legend because no one 

seems to know what happened to him in later life, or even if he survived.  Adam, on the other hand, was sold again 

and found a home with the Wyandotte Indians.   He grew to manhood and married a Wyandotte maiden and 

raised five children.  He became the tribal chief and fought in the War of 1812.  He died in 1817.  (I’ve actually had 

communication with Adam’s fifth great grandson, who is also a tribal chief.) 

 

Catherine was listed as a ward of her uncle, John Madison along with her grandfather Thomas Madison after her 

father’s death in 1756.  She was considered the second cousin of President James Madison, niece of Bishop John 

Madison of Virginia, and niece of Governor George Madison of Kentucky. 

 

My fourth great grandmother Catherine had a life that was not much better than that of her mother Mary Dicken-

son Brown Madison.  In 1770 Catherine married Capt. Robert McClanachan Jr. (1747-1774.)  She gave Robert two 

sons, Robert (1772-1822) and John (1774-1847.)  Captain McClanachan was killed at the Battle of Point Pleasant, 

also known as Lord Dunmore’s War, which was fought in what is now Mason County, West Virginia at the conflu-

ence of the Ohio and Kanawha Rivers.  The battle was fought with American soldiers against members of the Min-

goes, Shawnee, and Cherokee Indians. 

 

After her husband Robert’s death, Catherine married a young soldier named Sgt.  William Poague (1754-1777.)  

They married in 1776 and were only married 10 months before he died in battle.  Perhaps because his rank was 

not considered significant, there is little written about how and when he died.  It is known that he succumbed also 

in the Battle of Point Pleasant which was later determined and declared to be the first battle of the American Rev-

olutionary War.  She was pregnant with their son William who was born in 1778.   

 

Listed as an Augusta County belle, her beauty attracted a third husband in that of Capt. 

William Arbuckle (1752-1836.)  The date of their marriage is not known, but based on 

the birthdates of their children, one would assume it to have been right after the birth of 

her son William, probably about 1779. 

 

William Arbuckle and Catherine had seven children and lost three between 1801-1805 to 

a yellow fever epidemic.  Their daughter Elizabeth (1790-1861) was my third great grand-

mother. 

 

 

 

Indians and the Revolution 

See Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not!, page. 4. 

Story by Leslie Thomas Sam and Elizabeth Arbuckle Alexander 
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Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not! 
-continued- 

See Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not!; Christmas Eve, 1914 by Martin Teem; page. 5. 

 

 

 
 

On December 24 of 1914, one of my ancestors, Herschel Van Buren Teem, was involved in a shooting in downtown 

Ellijay, but before I recount the shooting incident, here is some background information. 

 

Herschel Teem was my dad‘s uncle. He was the grandson of Israel 

Teem who is buried at the Clear Creek Baptist Church cemetery. Isra-

el and his brother George Washington Teem immigrated to Gilmer 

County from North Carolina around 1840.  One of Israel‘s sons was 

Martin Van Buren Teem. Martin Van Buren Teem was a captain in the 

United States Army during the Civil War.  After the Civil War he sold 

his Clear Creek farm and moved to downtown Ellijay, started a Mer-

cantile business, and bought a hotel. At the time of his Martin’s death 

in 1907, he owned two hotels and the Mercantile business. The Mer-

cantile business was in a building that still stands on the north east cor-

ner of the square. The youngest of Martin Van Buren Teem’s three 

sons was Herschel Van Buren Teem. Herschel ran the old Hyatt Hotel 

where the current Gilmer County Courthouse now stands.  He also 

participated in the other family businesses.  In 1914, Herschel was en-

gaged to be married to Pearl Cox, a clerk in Logan’s General Merchan-

dise Store on the square in Ellijay, and a member of the large and pros-

perous Cox family of Gilmer County. 

 

Martin Israel Teem, one of Herschel’s brothers, is my grandfather. My father is 

Martin Irvin Teem. My father was resident engineer with the Georgia Highway 

Department/DOT in Ellijay, and then in Cartersville, from 1937 to 1977.   I am 

Martin Penland Teem, son of Mary Ruth Penland Teem, and grandson of Sam 

Penland, Sr.  

 

Frank Hamby was the son of John 

Lafayette Hamby who was born 

in Rabun County, served on the 

Rabun County Superior Court 

and was a census enumerator for 

his district there.  The family 

moved to Pueblo, Colorado in 

1902, but moved back to Geor-

gia, to Gilmer County, in 1911.  

By January of 1912 “Fate” as John 

Lafayette was called, was the pro-

prietor of the Ellijay Hardware 

Company.  Frank also worked in 

the family’s hardware store.  His 

younger sister Cora Hamby mar-

ried Marcus L. Cox, Jr., nick-

named “Buster” and “Bus.” “Bus” 

was the younger brother of Pearl 

Cox, the fiancé of Herschel Teem.   

Christmas Eve, 1914 

Bearden Brothers and Teem Company Sign 

Teem Building on Corner of North Main Street and River Street; Ellijay, Georgia 

L-R Martin Israel Teem, Herschel Van Teem,  

Martin Van Buren Teem, William Milton Teem, sign painter  

The Atlanta Constitution 

December 29, 1914 

Gathered around the piano rescued from The Central Hotel Fire of 1909 

Row 2, from left: 1) Rosa Teem; 2) Herschel Teem; 3) Pearl Cox 

Row 3, from right: 1) Frank Hamby 

Photo taken shortly before December 24, 1914. 
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Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not! 

Christmas Eve, 1914 
-continued- 

See Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not!, page. 6. 

Story by Martin Teem 

On Christmas Eve in 1914, Herschel was standing by the potbellied stove in the back of the Mercantile building. 

Frank Hamby, age 19 at the time, was also in downtown Ellijay, drunk and in a fighting mood. According to Marcus 

L. Cox III’s writings My Roots – The Hambys of Rabun County Georgia and The Coxes of Gilmer County Georgia, “Frank, 

with a full tank of moonshine, went out on a spree, got pistols and shells from his father’s store and started shoot-

ing up the town  in real old-wild-west fashion.”  One of the shots that he fired came through the front window of 

the Mercantile building and killed Great Uncle Herschel instantly. Hamby wounded a couple of other people and he 

was wounded by someone.  He recovered and was prosecuted, but according to Marcus L. Cox III, “I imagine that 

with his father’s influence (and probably money) and, strange as it seems, probable help from the Coxes (Bart Cox, 

the brother of Marcus Cox, Sr., was ordinary at the time,) got Frank committed to the “State Farm” in Milledge-

ville.”  Pearl Cox never married.   

 

Great Uncle Herschel was 35 years old when he died, and he was probably friends with Frank.  It was an unbelieva-

ble and sad accident brought on by too much moonshine and ready access to guns and ammunition. 

Ellijay Newspaper Article from Rebecca Elizabeth Kell Teem’s Memory Book 

Herschel Van Buren Teem 

(1879-1914) 
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Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not! 
-continued- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Runaway Blonde 

The Boston American - May 14, 1953 

genealogybank.com 

In May of 1953, an 18-year-old girl from Rhode Island told her 

boss Hazel West that she was sick and going home.  She didn’t 

go home.  Instead she got on a plane to New York, met up with 

a man in New York, and spent the night with him. She returned 

home, but not before the “runaway blonde” made the news.  At 

first, she had the audacity to refuse to tell anyone about this 

“Mysterious Trip,” but later told where she had been. 

I was conceived on that runaway trip and was born 2.5 months ear-

ly, in December of 1953.  The actual due date was February 18, 

1954.  My mother was Norma J. Tingley West.  My father was Wil-

liam West.  William West’s wife at the time of the New York trip 

was Hazel West, Norma’s boss. She became his ex-wife.  Can you 

imagine the scandal in 1953?  

In 2013, around sixty years after my birth, and after both of my par-

ents were deceased, I was researching my family’s ancestors, and 

requested a copy of my birth certificate from city records.  I was 

sent 2 birth certificates in error and one of them was for a sister 

born 2 years after me.  I don’t know but assume she is deceased.  I 

was never told about my little sister.  I was always called “the only 

child” and I always said I wanted to be called “Amy.”  I can only im-

agine what else I will find out about my ancestors in the future!   
Amy West Birth Certificate 

Story by Kim West Goodman 

See Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not!, page. 7. 
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Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not! 
-continued- 

 

 

 

 

The whitecapper gangs in the North Georgia mountains were vigilante groups that used violence and intim-

idation to protect the moonshine business from the “revenuers” and their search for stills in order to tax 

the owners, thereby decreasing their family’s source of income.  In the fall of 1893, the revenuers amped 

up their raids on the local stills and the whitecappers intensified their retaliation.   

 

During this time of increased conflict, my Great Great Grandfather Henry M. Tankers-

ley of Murray County made himself famous in North Georgia. After spying a group of 

revenue men passing his home, Tankersley mounted a mule known for its speed, got 

ahead of the revenue men, and then rode for thirty miles, shouting as he passed moun-

tain cabins, "Look out! The revenoorers is a-coming." Upon hearing his calls, men 

quickly removed their stills. Tankersley was later arrested for obstructing officers in the 

performance of their duty, but the grand jury refused to indict him, declaring it did not 

see anything criminal about a man's riding a fast mule.  

 

Probably one of the most famous stories of the North Georgia whitecappers is that of 

James Henry Worley.  Worley was married to Henry M. Tankersley’s sister,  my  

Great Great Great Aunt Elizabeth "Eliza" Tankersley, daughter of David Floyd and Mary Pitts Tankersley.  

Worley, a resident of Murray County and formerly from Gilmer County was a member of a whitecapper 

gang, with most of the leading members being moonshiners. He was indicted in Gilmer County for beating 

Hood Nailer on one of their raids.  Since the evidence was strong  and the Gilmer County authorities were 

trying to end the terrorism of the whitecappers,  he fled to Texas.  He returned after a short time and, 

hoping to have the charges against him dropped, he became an informant.   

The Moonshiner’s Murder 

Editor’s Note: Many Americans have always enjoyed an alcoholic beverage at the end of a hard day. Knowing this, the United States has found the pro-

duction of distilled liquor a consistent way to make money to pay its debts even as early as its founding. This started in 1791 with the new country’s first 
tax levied on a domestic product. George Washington squashed the protestations of the Whiskey Rebellion through threat of force in 1794, but Thomas 
Jefferson repealed this tax in 1802. The tax was revived later to help pay for the War of 1812. 

 
Several decades later during the Civil War, the Commissioner of Internal Revenue was established and a liquor tax was imposed with a license for distilla-
tion required. Following the war, poor Southerners saw these taxes as just another hardship from Reconstruction. With their money now worthless, folks in 
the North Georgia mountains as well as other Southerners had to struggle to make ends meet and many farmed their land to grow corn, apples, peaches, 

and other fruits and vegetables. Crops that weren’t used by their families or sold at market, eventually resulted in the production of moonshine. 
 
It wasn’t illegal to have a registered still, but not paying taxes on the revenue from the sold product was. However, moonshiners had been producing their 

liquor for generations, and as it was a steady source of income, they couldn’t afford to lose part of that income for taxes. Many also saw this as a legacy 
from their Scots-Irish ancestors. As a result, these farmer-moonshiners resisted taxation and became a target of government agents or “revenuers.” 
 

During Reconstruction, vigilante groups were formed for various purposes of protection.  The whitecapper gangs were some of those groups. The groups 
originated in Indiana around 1837 as secret societies to enforce community standards, appropriate behavior, and traditional rights. They were groups that 
threatened others with violence for reasons justified by the groups, be it race, immorality, spousal abuse, or informing revenuers of the whereabouts of 

stills and their owners. They often wreaked their vengeance at night, much like night riders or the ku klux klan. 
 
In North Georgia, counties had their own not-so-secret societies for protection of their moonshine businesses. In Murray County the whitecappers were 

known as the Distillers Union. In Gilmer County they were the Working Men’s Friend and Protective Organization. They considered what they were doing 
as part of their moral code.  As part of the initiation into these groups, men swore a blood oath, with the understanding that betrayal meant death. They 
promised to provide alibis for members caught in violation of the law and to work for their acquittal. They chased off informers, burned barns and houses 
to emphasize their message, and beat and killed witnesses. 
 

Henry Worley was one of these farmer-moonshiners and members of the Distillers Union. Until he wasn’t. 

See Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not!; The Moonshiner’s Murder by Raymond Langley; page. 8. 

Henry M. Tankersley & 

Jan Elnora Orr Tankersley 
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Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not! 

The Moonshiner’s Murder 
-continued- 

As a result of his revealing the location of several illegal stills and sharing in-

formation about the whitecapper gangs, his fellow former members sent him 

a letter giving him notice to leave.  He refused and even threatened to go to 

Atlanta and give Governor Northen the names of a hundred whitecappers. 

 

On the night of April 7, 1894, a group of thirty whitecaps dragged Worley from 

his home, strapped him to a mule, and took him to Bloodtown Road in south 

Murray County. There they hanged him. After the whitecaps departed, there 

are differing stories of how it happened, but Worley managed to escape. One 

story tells that Worley managed to wrap his legs around the trunk of the tree 

from which he was hanging, untied his hands, and with a pocketknife cut him-

self free. Another story is that one of the members slipped back and gave him 

a knife.  And yet another story is that he was fired upon as he fled and re-

turned to his home. 

 

A couple of weeks later, on Thursday, April 19, 1894, Henry Worley was plowing in his field and, 

according to newspaper reports, after spending the night near Worley’s farm, a group of whitecappers 

approached him, claiming to be hunters. “Have you seen any wild turkey this morning?” one of them 

asked. “We are on a little hunting expedition and expect to kill something before we go back.”  

 

He denied seeing any game and the men left, spoke with a neighbor in his field, and waited for that 

man to approach Worley to ask whether he was armed. When they were assured that he wasn’t, the 

whitecappers returned and leveled their rifles at him. One story stated that his daughter, Kemmie, 

was with him in the field. To spare her, he sent her home to get a bolt for his plow. 

 

“Damn you!” Worley screamed. “If you will only give me a chance, I’ll whip the last one of you. If you 

kill me, you will kill the bravest man in this county.” The whitecappers blasted Worley, sending his 

untended mule charging through the field and dragging the plow. Worley was dead before his daugh-

ter reached the house.  

 

At the trial held in Atlanta for the attempted hanging of Worley by the whitecapper gang of North-

ern Georgia, it was stated that it was widely thought that Worley had had something to do with the 

death of his first wife Eliza and that he had run one of his sons off.  Janie Worley Bedrich believes 

that son was her grandfather Bryant Leonard Worley. It was also thought by many that Worley 

abused his second wife and his children. Another report was that he abused his mother which would 

explain her comments after the whitecappers had taken Worley to hang him, they stopped by her 

house and ask her if she wanted to see Worley. She said that he was a traitor and she did not wish 

to look upon a traitor.  

 

The trial for the murder of James Henry Worley was as the Atlanta Constitution said "was one of 

the most thrilling ever tried in this region." This was a case that eventually came before the Supreme 

Court in the United States. The following is the case: U.S. Supreme Court, in re Quarles, 158 U.S. 

532, In re Quarles et all., In re Mc Entire et al., Nos. 14 and 15., May 20, 1895. 

Henry Worley 

Court Sketch 

findagrave.com 

 

 

See Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not!; The Moonshiner’s Murder by Raymond Langley; page. 9. 
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Ancestors’ Believe It Or Not! 

The Moonshiner’s Murder 
-continued- 

Thought not a party to the actual murder of Mr. 

Worley, John Marion Quarles, Sr. was arrested for 

conspiracy to hang Worley in Bloodtown in Murray 

County, and he was tried with David Butler in the 

spring of 1895. Though well defended, both were 

found guilty by the jury and sentenced by Judge Wil-

liam T. Newman to Federal prison in Ohio. John 

Marion Quarles, 45, died in the Federal prison at 

Columbus, Franklin County, Ohio, August 13, 1895, 

from meningitis. He left behind a widow and 14 chil-

dren. John Marion Quarles Sr. was probably a dis-

tance cousin of mine. It appears from my research 

on the Tankersley and Langley families of Gilmer Co 

that John Marion Quarles Sr., and James Henry Wor-

ley also had a family connection.  Others who served 

time for their part in this affair were J. H. Goble, 

James A. McEntire, James McCutchin, Frank Gilbert 

and others.  

 

(Much of the information from my story was taken 

from The Atlanta Constitution reporting from April 

21, 1894 to August 3, 1895, as well as Clayton H. 

Ramsey’s story The Hanging and Shooting of Henry 

Worley.  Additional information was taken from His 

Sentence Ended, John Quarles Pays the Debt of Nature in 

Ohio Prison, from The Atlanta Constitution, August 

14, 1895, Page 5, which was generously provided by 

Grave Digger, Find A Grave member #48786939.  

Murray County, Georgia’s historical newspaper arti-

cles were also used for reference.) 

 

Post Script 

The August 13, 1895 edition of The Atlanta Constitution reported another whitecapper gang ambush and 

shooting in Murray County.  Around dark on Saturday, August 11, 1895, George Bryant and Willis Dock-

ery followed Field’s Gap Road on foot from Gilmer County into Murray County.  When they were near 

the premises of J. S. Worley, the brother of Henry Worley, they were fired upon from behind the under-

growth alongside the road.  Bryant was shot in the thigh with the bullet stopping at the knee, and Dock-

ery only received bullet holes in his clothing.  Dockery dragged Bryant into the bushes for cover, and 

about 2 hours later, Deputy Marshal Wilburn Tankersley, one of my relatives, was driving by in his buggy, 

spotted them, and took them to Ellijay.  Dr. Tankersley, another relative, treated and dressed Bryant’s 

wound.  It was later revealed that Bryant and Dockery had informed some revenue men of illegal stills, 

and it was thought that the whitecappers’ ambush was to kill them as they had killed Henry Worley. 

 

 Story by Raymond Langley 

The Atlanta Constitution 

April 21,1894 
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It is hard to believe how quickly 2019 has passed! I guess the adage “Time 

flies when you are having fun!” is true! 
 

So much has transpired this year and we still have so much to which we 

can look forward! 

 

Our first book in 10 years is published and available for sale! Faces of our Ancestors is complete 

and available for $80.00. There are only 300 copies available, so get yours while you can! I want 

to thank Gladys Spivey, Brenda Cochran, Karen Titus, John Davis and Brenda’s daughter, Hollyan-

na Hardy White, for making this project come to fruition! I know it was hard work and we are 

truly blessed to have this beautiful project to show for the hours of blood sweat and tears in-

volved! 

 

New officers will be installed at our Christmas Gathering. Mary Jones has graciously accepted 

once again to be the Master (Mistress) of Ceremony for this installation and it is appreciated! 

 

A new year means a new way of thinking and new ways of trying to strengthen our numbers and 

bring in some younger members. We will be looking at trying to have more meetings on Satur-

days (to help those who work and go to school). We need suggestions from you as to some of 

the programs you would like to see! 

 

We also need the membership to help! Please consider where you could use your talents and let 

us know. We have several committees that could use your participation! 

 

In closing, I want to wish all of you a Very Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, or what other hol-

iday you celebrate during this time! Learn from your families; teach your families; enjoy your fami-

lies. 

 

“Time is free, but it’s priceless. You can’t own it, but you can use it. You can’t keep it, but you 

can spend it. Once you’ve lost it you can never get it back.” ~Harvey Mackay  

The President’s Corner 

Keely Chalk 

www.antiqueslovetoknow.com 



 

See  Fourth Quarter Highlights, 2019, page 10. 
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See  Fourth Quarter Highlights, 2019, page 12 

Fourth Quarter Highlights, 2019 

Photos provided by Becky 

Burrell & Gladys Spivey. September Monthly Meeting 

Thursday, September 12, 2019 

Gilmer County Library 

 

The program for this meeting was Treasure Talk: A 

Show and Tell of Family Heirlooms and Ancestral Arti-

facts. Members brought family heirlooms or ancestors’ 

artifacts and shared their history and personal signifi-

cance with those in attendance. The photos from this 

meeting are the treasures that were shared.  

Gladys Spivey's Grandma Miller's jewelry, iron, kettle, and 

quilt squares; the shoe last was Gladys' husband's grandfa-

ther; photo is Gladys' daddy Tommy Dotson with mule. 

Tina Peavy shared 

photos of her relatives 

and her home place.. 

Brenda Cochran with 

her husband Jimmy's 

Grandma's bowl. 

Above: Jane Hughes Great Grandmather 

Martha Roxann Hamby's quilt with her 

photos.  Mrs. Hamby was born in Gilmer 

County in 1860. 

Left: Royce Hughes' Grandparents Thomas 

and Cora Hughes' Bread Bowl with their 

photo. 

Willene Davis' relative J. W. Elkins' Certificate 

of Proficiency in Music and Family Photos. 

Becky Burrell' and her Dutch Doll Quilt 

made for her as a child by her Mama. 

Sylvia Johnson’s Grandmother Dura 

Murphy’s Photo and Quilt 

Larry Minor 

and books 

about 

where he 

grew up in 

Kansas 

Susan Noles’ great grandparent’s mantel clock; 

Flemish box wood-burned by her grandfather; 

hot plate holder made  by her great grandmoth-

er for her grandmother; 
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Fourth Quarter Highlights, 2019 

-continued- 

 
October Monthly Meeting 

Thursday, October 10, 2019 

Gilmer County Library 

  

In celebration of National Apple Month, author Zachary Walls was 

our guest speaker for October.  Mr. Walls shared information about 

Gilmer County’s history of apple industry and agritourism from his 

book Apple Ancestry: The Rise of a Fall Phenomenon.  

Author Zachary Walls 

Zachary Walls & GCGSI President Keely Chalk 

Attendees included Keely Chalk’s students of Mountain Laurel Academy. 

November Monthly Meeting 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 

Gilmer County Library 

  

Guest Speaker LaGuana Godfrey told how her genealogy has been traced back to European 

aristocracy through four generations, with one of her ancestors finding what is believed to be 

the Hope Diamond.  She also shared stories about her ancestors that were passed down 

from her grandmother in Tennessee. 

LaGuana Godfrey 
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Join us Saturday, December 7, 2019 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.  

Gilmer County Library at 268 Calvin Jackson Drive; Ellijay, Georgia 30540 
 

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc., First Families of Gilmer County, and 

First Families Book Committee reveal the long-awaited book, Faces of Our Ancestors.  

 

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. will be revealing, selling, and signing 

Faces of Our Ancestors which is a tribute to the families who built a life in the 

mountains we call home and their descendants who passed along their stories.  

 

Faces of Our Ancestors is over 800 pages of the highest quality printing materials that 

are fully indexed with its copyright registered with the International Society of Book 

Number (ISBN) Agency. The Library of Congress has 

assigned a publication catalog number and requested a 

copy of the book. This book is touted as an important 

historical work as well as folklore. You will love the 

stories, documents and photographs. You will laugh, cry, 

and want more.  

 

The First Families of Gilmer County is a program 

created by members of the Gilmer County Genealogical 

Society, Inc. in order to honor those who were settled in 

Gilmer County in 1840 or before, and to recognize their 

direct descendants. To join First Families of Gilmer 

County, Georgia go to www.gcgsi.org.  

 

Save the date and come celebrate with The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

as Faces of Our Ancestors is revealed. Books will be available for purchase for $80.00, 

cash or check only. This book will make a prized heirloom gift. Signings, photographs, 

and readings by the authors and editors will take place at the release party. 

Refreshments will be served.  

 

To reserve your copy of Faces of Our Ancestors and pick it up at the party, send a check 

for $80.00 to Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc.; P. O. Box 919; Ellijay, GA 

30540.  Include your name, mailing address, email address, and phone number with 

your pre-order.  To have your copy shipped, send a check for $88.00.  Books will not 

be shipped until after the release party. 

You Are Invited To The Faces of Our Ancestors Book Release Party! 

 

The Gi lmer County  Genea log i c a l  Soc ie t y ,  I nc .  
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First Families of Gilmer County, Georgia 

The First Families program is designed to honor 

those pioneers who settled in Gilmer County in 

1840 or before, and to recognize their descend-

ants upon becoming members of this program.  

We encourage anyone who is directly descended 

from early settlers whose names appear on the 

1840 or any prior Gilmer County Census to ap-

ply.  Discovering your Gilmer County roots can 

be challenging and exciting.  Your research can 

serve as a source of information for generations 

to come.  An approved applicant receives a cer-

tificate and pin acknowledging this Gilmer County 

ancestor.  Applicants are not required to cur-

rently reside in Gilmer County.  For more infor-

mation, please visit our website at: http://

www.gcgsi.org/firstfamilies.html. 

Logo: Leslie Thomas 

First Family Members Added During 

The Fourth Quarter Of 2019 

New Members                          Ancestors 

Gregory Kemuel Burrell           Willoughby Bearden 

Claude McArthur Callihan           Benjamin Franklin Chastain 

Laura Ellen Callihan Smith Cronan        Benjamin Franklin Chastain 

Judy Elizabeth Callihan Frisbie           Benjamin Franklin Chastain 

Derek Scott Smith            Benjamin Franklin Chastain 

Glenda Ruth Gardner Wattenbarger     Elijah Webb Chastain 

Rebecca Burrell, First Families Chairperson 

Faces of Our Ancestors 

First Families of Gilmer County, Georgia 

Book Committee 

Back Row (from left): Laurel Brenda Baker Hardy Cochran (Coeditor), 

Hollyanna Kim Hardy White (Editor) and John Taylor Davis Sr. (Financial Advisor) 
Front Row (front left): Gladys Elizabeth Dotson Spivey (Coeditor) and Karen Anderson Titus (Chair) 

Photograph By: Sarah Allegood 

First Families of Gilmer County, Georgia Membership News 
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Angelia Smith Bradley asked, “I am trying to get a hold of Kathy Watkins. her and my 

dad were cousins. I had her phone number until my phone crashed. if someone could 

let me know how to get in touch with her, I would greatly appreciate it.” 

 

Trout Bumm is seeking help with these ancestors: “My grandfather William Virgle Worley b 8/10/1888 d 

6/5/1972 My grandmother Minnie Bell Dale Worley b 12/22/1899 d 11/27/1957.” 

 

Janet Hogan Chapman asked, “I am a descendant of Rev. War Veteran Enoch Smith. He is my 4X great 

grandfather. An Ellijay Facebook page discussion says there is a cemetery at the corner of Parks Avenue 

and Lois Parks Dr. obscured by trees and brush, that has some Smith graves. Someone on that page sug-

gested contacting Katherine Watkins and said she had surveyed most known cemeteries in Gilmer County. 

Does anyone know if this cemetery has a name or anything about it? I don't see it on Google Earth. How 

can I contact Katherine? Trying to locate the grave of Enoch Smith, his sons, or other descendants.” 

 

Hello from Texas. I’m Terry Gibbs from Stephenville TX. My great great grandfather lived in the area 

(stories about Cartecay, Tickanetly, Roy, in family). My  great great grandfather was killed in a wagon acci-

dent Nov 26, 1893 and is buried (apparently unmarked) in Scrougetown cemetery. A wagon load of wood 

he was riding on, shifted, he fell and was run over by the wheel. He died a couple days later. His wife 

moved here to Texas after his death, where several children had immigrated. I plan to make a trip out that 

way in the near future to look over the area. His eldest son (William Gibbs) remained in the area and died 

there. Thanks for allowing me to share my story. Any info of the family or area I should visit, would be ap-

preciated. Terry Gibbs. 

 

Kara Joy said, “Hi. I reached out on an old post regarding the genealogy of Moses Carr Clark. I am a direct 

descendant. Is this information still available? Thank you for your time.” 

 

Janet Keagy, Kansas, is still seeking help: “Are there any records available, such as marriage bonds for this 

county? I have a copy of the marriage license and someone suggested I see if a brother or other individual 

supported the bride on her marriage. I am trying to figure out her family/parentage and I am not having any 

luck. She is Almeda Hamrick; married William Beasley in Feb, 1852 in Gilmer County Georgia. Help, I am 

seriously losing my mind over this. Thanks for any suggestions or direction I can take.”  

 

Linda Osborn said, “I am looking for any information on a Newman Osborn (born 1791 in Buncombe, NC 

and died in 1867 in Erath Co, Texas.) I am looking for information on the Arrest Warrant from around 

1853 for the killing of his slave, George. I am wondering if anyone knows the circumstances behind this 

death and why Newman was charged with murder. Any help with this would be greatly appreciated.” 

 

Kathy Stover Patterson (Kathyspatterson@gmail.com) said, “I would love to find information on my moth-

er’s family. Her mother’s name I think was Alma Cloniger. She married Mart Clonts. Alma passed in 1961. 

My grandfather Mart passed I think in 1968 .  When asked if they were from Gilmer County, she said, “My 

mom and her siblings were raised there only place I ever knew them to live. I know my mom is related to 

the Simmons and the Calls and Wrights I don’t know the Wrights I do know Calls and Simmons.”  She add-

ed, “I know they’re buried at Mount Vernon Baptist church.” 

Research Corner 

Ben and Eileen Bailey 
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I am Rebecca Hales Burrell. I was born a couple of miles down 

Roundtop Road from my current home in Ellijay, Georgia. My mom was 

Beuna Keener, born in Gilmer County and my dad was Hoyt Hales, born 

in Gordon County.  I am the oldest of their five children.  

 

I graduated from Gilmer High School in 1964. I was married to Kemuel 

shortly thereafter. We eventually had two sons, Tim and Greg. I now have 

a granddaughter and two grandsons.  

 

I attended Pickens Technical School when the kids were young, and be-

came a Licensed Practical Nurse. I worked for over 20 years as a LPN.  

 

I did not delve into genealogy until a few years ago. By then, many op-

portunities to obtain family stories and oral histories from my relatives 

were gone.  

 

I currently serve as the Gilmer County Genealogical Society’s Second 

Vice-President and First Families of Gilmer County Chairperson. My 

hobbies and interests include reading, sewing, travel, “Words with 

Friends,” genealogy, and my kids and grandkids.   

GCGSI Member Spotlight: Rebecca Burrell 
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Chock-full of vegetables, this soup soothes both the body and spirit, something we all need in these cold, harsh times.  The kale is 

full of nutrients, including omega-3s, and the beans and potatoes provide protein and carbohydrates for fuel.  Serve with a green 
salad,  chunks of crusty bread, and creamy butter  Now is not the time to count calories.  Now is the time for comfort. 

 

Kale & Bean Soup 

Prep Time: 20 minutes    Cook Time: 70 minutes    Total Time: 1 hour, 30 minutes 

 

Ingredients: 

* 2 medium onions, chopped  

* 2 cups cubed and peeled potatoes 

* 1 tablespoon olive oil 

* 2 garlic cloves, minced 

* 1 bunch kale, cleaned, trimmed, and coarsely chopped 

* 3 1/2 cups vegetable broth 

* 2 cans (15 ounces) diced tomatoes, undrained 

* 1 1/2 cups water 

* 1 teaspoon Italian seasoning 

* 1 teaspoon paprika 

* 1/2 teaspoon pepper 

* 1 bay leaf 

* 2 cans (15 ounces) cannellini beans, rinsed and drained 

* Salt to taste 

 

Instructions: 

  

1) In a Dutch oven, saute onions and potatoes in oil until tender.  Add garlic; cook 1 minute longer.  

Stir in the kale, broth, tomatoes, water, Italian seasoning, paprika, pepper, and bay leaf.  Bring to 

a boil.  Reduce heat; cover and simmer for 50-60 minutes or until kale is tender. 

 

2)   Cool slightly.  Discard bay leaf.  Ladle out 3 cups of soup and process in blender until smooth.         

       Return to Dutch oven; add beans and heat through.  Salt to taste. 

Photo and Recipe submitted by Barbara J. Dover. 
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Kim West Goodman 

GETTING  TO  KNOW  YOU 

 
 

I was born in the early morning on December 3, 1953 in Providence, Rhode Island 

at Lying In Hospital. I was premature and only weighed 4 lbs., 1 oz. My maiden 

name is Kim Michele West. When I was born my heart had a murmur. Years later 

I found out that I was whisked off to Jacksonville Florida.  I lived my first 3 years 

there and loved going to the beach. I still do! 

 

I lived in Attleboro, Massachusetts for 3 years in an apartment above Jimmy the 

Barber, my parents’ Insurance Agency, and Bill Carter’s Bakery. At 4 years old I 

went to Jimmy one day and asked him to give me a “bowl cut”. My banana curls 

were always tangled and I didn’t like it when my mother combed them. So dutiful-

ly Jimmy put the “bowl” on my head and cut off my banana curls. I gave them to 

my mother and I said “You like my nana curls so much you can have them.” Bill 

Carter was an awesome baker and I used to beg baked goods from him. Especially 

his meat pies! I was very independent even then. Running away to my Great 

Grandmothers house where she gave me homemade bread and a stick of Land of 

Lakes butter was heaven to me. My Great Grandfather told me stories of horse-

drawn milk wagons and days gone past. I loved Delo and Gertrude Brasier dearly. 

 

My parents and I then moved to 5 acres on Lake Turnpike. I grew up for the next 15 years on what was known as 

a Gentleman’s Farm. I loved being outdoors, making friends with the chickens, geese, goats and cats at the farm. I 

wanted a pony from the time I could talk. My first book was “Rowdy, the Runaway Colt.” I read every horse book 

I could from Walter Farley’s “The Black Stallion” to “Misty of Chincoteague” by Marguerite Henry.  I read all of 

the rest of Marguerite Henry’s horsey books as well as “Brighty of Grand Canyon”, the story of a donkey.   

 

I later travelled around the country in my car with my dog Falmouth and my cat Spooky. I lived in Portland, Ore-

gon in a cabin in the woods. Eventually I moved back to Massachusetts and then south to St. Petersburg, Florida. I 

was married to Robert Goodman and my son Michael Wesley Goodman was born December 23 1981, in St. Pe-

tersburg, Florida. Michael was an awesome youngster and now at 37 years old he is an awesome father to Riley 

(16 years old,) Arryn, (4 years old,) and Addison (2 years old.) My first and second marriages ended in divorce. 

Now I am happily single and loving it! Determination and independence are my two strongest qualities.  

 

For most of my working life I was a purchasing agent for Enviro-Tech in Florida, a senior buyer for L-3 Communi-

cations, as well as a credit associate at the J. C. Penney offices. Working for Honda and Swank were two other 

long-time jobs I had.  

 

After living in a barn apartment in Talking Rock, Georgia for 10 years, I have moved to a little house in Rome, 

Georgia where my 20+ Paso Finos have 30 acres to roam on. My view out my back glass doors is of my horses. I 

love trail riding, working with the foals I raise, and the outdoors. Running my own real estate title business Mon-

day through Friday for the last 20 years helps pay for the hay, and on weekends I am outdoors with my horses.  

 

Myrtle is my donkey (I always wanted a “Brighty.”) My two stallions only produce Palominos and Buckskins. I did 

have a “Rowdy” when I was about 15 years old. (I promised myself that I would name a horse “Rowdy” when I 

was 4 years old.) Lots of people have a dream list, and although I may be a bit behind, I am still working on my 

dream list of which I can honestly say is now my bucket list.  

Kim and Luz de Dios 



 

Page 20 
The Gi lmer County  Genea log i c a l  Soc ie t y ,  I nc .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1843, Sir Henry Cole of the United Kingdom, a senior civil servant who helped expand the Public 

Record Office (now the Post Office) and an arts patron who traveled in elite social circles of Victorian 

England, was in a quandary as to how he was going to perform his job duties and respond to the holiday 

letters from his many friends. A custom in England, the Christmas and New Year’s letter, was revived 

with this recent expansion of the British postal system and the introduction of the “Penny Post.”  This 

allowed the sender to send a letter or card anywhere in the country by affixing a penny stamp to the 

correspondence.  This was important because before then, only rich people could afford to send letters. 

Cards became even more popular in 1870 when they could be posted in an unsealed envelope for one 

halfpenny - half the price of an ordinary letter.   

 

Cole needed to find a way for everyday people to use the 

“Penny Post,” and solve his problem of finding time to keep in 

touch with his large collection of friends during the Christmas 

season.  As a result, he and his artist friend John Horsley 

came up with the idea of Christmas cards to make his life and 

others’ lives easier.  Horsley designed the first card with three 

panels. The outer two panels showed people caring for the 

poor and in the center panel was a family having a large 

Christmas dinner, including the drinking of wine, controversial 

in the time of temperance.  Cole took the illustration to a 

London printer and had a thousand copies made. The image 

was printed on a piece of stiff cardboard 5 1/8 x 3 1/4 inches 

in size, and at the top of each was the salutation, “TO:_____” allowing Cole to personalize his cards.  It 

also including the generic greeting “A Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year.”  These original cards 

were sold for 1 shilling, about 8 cents today, and were advertised with the slogan: "Just published, a 

Christmas Congratulations Card; or picture emblematical of old English festivity to perpetuate kind rec-

ollections between dear friends.” 

 

Within a few years, several other Victorians had copied Cole’s and Horsley’s creation 

and were sending them out at Christmas.  As printing methods improved, Christmas 

cards became much more popular and were produced in large numbers.  By the early 

1900s, the custom had spread over Europe and had become especially popular in 

Germany. The first cards usually had pictures of the Nativity scene on them. In late 

Victorian times, birds and snow scenes became popular.   

 

Christmas Cards appeared in the United States of America in the late 1840s but were 

very expensive and most people couldn't afford them. It 1875, Louis Prang, a printer 

originally from Germany but who had also worked on early cards in the UK, started 

mass producing cards so more people could afford to buy them.  Prang’s first card 

was very different from Cole and Horsley’s of 30 years earlier, in that it didn’t even 

contain a Christmas or holiday image. The card was a painting of a flower, and it read 

“Merry Christmas.”   

Evolution of The Christmas Card 

Barbara J. Dover 

See Evolution of The Christmas Card, page 21. 

The First Christmas Card 

wikimediacommons.com 

Victorian Christmas Card 

pinterest.es; liveinternet.ru 
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Appreciation of the quality and the artistry of the cards grew in the late 

1800s.  Competitions were organized by card publishers, with cash prizes 

offered for the best designs. People soon collected Christmas cards like 

they would butterflies or coins, and the new crop each season were re-

viewed in newspapers, like books or films today. 

 

The modern Christmas card industry began in 1915, when a Kansas City-

based postcard printing company started by Joyce Hall, later to be joined 

by his brothers Rollie and William, published its first holiday card. The Hall 

Brothers company (which changed its name to Hallmark a decade later,) 

used a new format for the cards—4 inches wide, 6 inches high, folded 

once, and inserted in an envelope.  This format was popular because a 

postcard didn’t provide enough room to write, but a letter took too much 

time. 

 

This new “book” format, now the industry standard, featured colorful Christmas 

cards with red-suited Santas and brilliant stars of Bethlehem, and cheerful alt-

hough clichéd messages inside.  They became enormously popular in the 1930s-

1950s. To retain their popularity, Hallmark and its competitors reached out for 

new ideas to sell them. Commissioning famous artists to design them was one 

way: Hence, the creation of cards by Salvador Dali, Grandma Moses, and Norman 

Rockwell, who designed a series of Christmas cards for Hallmark. 

 

In the early 1900’s, a postal worker in Denmark thought it would be a good way 

for charities to raise money, as well as to make cards’ envelopes more decorative, 

by making seals or stickers used to seal the card envelopes. It was a great success 

with over four million sold in the first year. Soon Sweden and Norway adopted 

the custom, with it later spreading all over Europe and to America.  Non-profit 

organizations have not only raised money from seals or stickers, but also with 

sales of cards. 

 

The introduction of the first Christmas stamp by the U.S. Post 

Office proved the popularity of the Christmas card. It depicted a 

wreath, two candles and had the words “Christmas, 1962.” Ac-

cording to the Post Office, the department ordered the printing 

of 350 million of these 4-cent, green and white stamps. Howev-

er, they underestimated the demand and ended up having to do 

a special printing. But they didn’t have enough of the right size 

paper.  The first printing of the new Christmas stamps came in 

sheets of 100. The second printing was in sheets of 90. But, 

thanks to the efforts by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, a 

total of one billion copies of the 1962 Christmas stamp were 

printed and distributed by the end of the year. 

Evolution of The Christmas Card 
-continued- 

See Evolution of The Christmas Card, page 22. 

Christmas Surprise, 1955 

Norman Rockwell/Hallmark Archives 

Pileated Woodpecker Charity Card 

National Wildlife Federation 

First Christmas Stamp - 1962 

postalemployeenetwork.com 
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Card publishers today are reaching out to new 

audiences, expanding their offerings beyond 

the standard Christmas or generic holiday 

cards. Hanukkah and Kwanzaa cards are 

widely available, and there are now cards 

targeted to a variety of niche audiences, in-

cluding, ironically enough, atheists who cele-

brate Christmas. New card designs, such as 

pop-up cards, video cards, audio cards, and 

cards with different sentiments of modern 

language are also created for these niche 

audiences.  Additionally, the craft industry 

has produced materials for senders to create 

their own individual cards, not unlike the 

homemade cards of the 1910s and 1920s.  

(Those cards had unusual shapes and had 

things such as foil and ribbon on them, usual-

ly too delicate to send through the post and 

given by hand.)  And today, at-home printing 

and online digital photography sites have be-

come convenient and creative ways to per-

sonalize and produce one-of-a-kind cards. 

 

The internet and increase in U.S. postal rates have certainly influenced sending mail in general, and spe-

cifically, actual holiday cards. Some have chosen to forget about cards altogether and reach out to loved 

ones through social media or various other forms of digital communication.  While many are continuing 

the tradition of sending physical cards, it is fair to question how long it will remain a part of our culture. 

The answer ultimately rests in the hands of each person of each generation.  Each person will have to 

decide if the time, energy, and expense of sending holiday cards is a tradition they wish to continue. 

 

Evolution of The Christmas Card 
-continued- 

Hanukkah Card 

Notes and Queries Barbara J. Dover Christmas Card 

shutterfly.com 

 
 

Win Crannell, Dahlonega, GA Artist 

wincrannell.net 

facebook.com/wincrannell 
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GCGSI Christmas Gathering 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

The annual GCGSI Christmas Gathering and Installation of 2020 Officers will be on Thursday, 

December 12 at 12:00 noon in the Coosawattee Shrine Club Lodge at 102 Shrine Club Drive.  

(Set up begins at 11:00 a.m.)  

                                      

This gathering is an opportunity for us to celebrate our love for family, history, and genealogy 

and each other during the holiday season.  Bring your friends and family as we again enjoy this 

time of fellowship.  Meat will be provided by GCGSI and all are asked to bring your wonderful 

side dishes and desserts to share.  Please bring a recipe card of your dish and/or dessert if you 

would like to have it published in the next newsletter.  Merry Christmas! 

Membership Dues Reminder 

GCGSI is a non-profit all-volunteer organization whose aim is to promote and preserve family 

history. Our goal is to have all necessary tools available in the Gilmer County Library's Family 

Research Center to help you in your genealogical search. The Membership Drive for the 2020 

Calendar Year has begun. We invite you to help us attain our goal by continuing your member-

ship. (Please note that new First Family Members’ $20.00 application fee covered the GCGSI 

membership for two years after you became a First Family Member. If you became a First Family 

Member at any time in 2018, your membership to GCGSI will be due in 2020.)  

  

MEMBERSHIP:  

PATRONS: $50    CORPORATE: $100    SPONSOR: $250    BENEFACTOR: $500  

Annual Dues: Single $10      Family $15 (everyone living in same household)       $5 Student  

(If you are unable to attend an upcoming meeting, please visit our website at http://

www.gcgsi.org/membership.htm for a membership form and mailing information.) 

  

Thank you for your support! 

GCGSI Christmas Gathering and Installation of 2020 Officers 

Photo by Barbara J. Dover 
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Bul let in  Board  

 

December 2019 

 

• Monday, December 2  
        Festival of Trees Celebration 

        Gilmer County Library - 6:30 p.m. 
                 

• Saturday, December 7 

        Faces of Our Ancestors Book Release Party 
        Gilmer County Library - 2:00 p.m. 

 

• Thursday, December 12 
         GCGSI Christmas Gathering & Installation of Officers 
         Coosawattee Shrine Club Lodge 

         102 Shrine Club Drive; Ellijay, GA 
         11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

• Monday, December 23 - Happy Hanukkah! 
 

• Wednesday, December 25 - Merry Christmas! 

 

• Thursday, December 26 - Happy Kwanzaa! 
        

• Friday, December 27  
        Take Down GCGSI Festival of Trees Decorations 
        Gilmer County Library - Time TBA 

 

• Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 

Gilmer County Library 

Fridays from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
December 6 - Patricia Henson 
December 13 - Rebecca Burrell 

        December 20 - Volunteer Unavailable 
        December 27 -  Volunteer Unavailable 
       (Research Team: 10:00 - 12:00) 

 

January 2020 
 

• Wednesday, January 1 - Happy New Year! 

 

• GCGSI Monthly Meeting 
        Thursday, January 9 

        Gilmer County Library - 2:00 p.m.   
        “Researching Your Family Roots” 
         Ben & Eileen Bailey, GCGSI Corresponding Secretaries 
 

• Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 
        Gilmer County Library 
        Fridays from 10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

        January 3 - Volunteer Unavailable 
        January 10 - Sylvia Johnson 
        January 17 - Volunteer Unavailable 

        January 24 - Volunteer Unavailable 
        January 31 - Jan Cooler 

(Research Team: 10:00-12:00) 

February 2020 

 

• Thursday, February 13 
     GCGSI Monthly Meeting 

     Gilmer County Library - 2:00 p.m. 

     “Genealogical Research at The Gilmer County Library” 
     Jessica Tibbetts, Gilmer County Library Public Service Specialist 

      

• Friday, February 14 - Happy Valentine’s Day 
 

• Gilmer Family Research Center Volunteers 

    Gilmer County Library 

    Fridays from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

    February 7 – Volunteer Unavailable 

    February 14 – Ben & Eileen Bailey 

    February 21 – John Davis 

    February 28 – Volunteer Unavailable 

    (Research Team: 10:00-12:00) 

Mountain Heritage Newsletter  
Published by Barbara J. Dover, 

Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
Publication Chair 

 

This edition of  

Mountain Heritage is dedicated to the memory 

 of GCGSI members  

 

Eric Paul Dotson, Sr. 

(July 4, 1944-November 19,2019) 

 

Sanson Watkins 

(December 13,1937-November 19, 2019) 

 

Betty Watson 

(July 25, 1933-October 30, 2019) 

Trees, 1961 

Tomioko Soichiro 

Jan Cooler, GCGSI Program Chair 
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From Grandmother's Attic Treasures and Scrapbook of Memories by Phila Hach  

Submitted by Brenda Cochron 



 

  We’re online! 

 www.gcgsi.org 

Contact email: gilmergenealogy@gmail.com 

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

• GCGSI Membership 

• First Families Application 

• Genealogical Links 

• Officers 

 

What  Is  Ava i lab le  Onl ine?  

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

• Book Order Form 

• 1834 and 1840 Census 

• Contact Information 
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