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Be your soldiers voice! Write your family soldier’s 

story and send to us, so they will be honored and 

remembered. We would like to publish their story 

in the Mountain Heritage Newsletter, as well as  

archive it, in our Genealogy Research Center.  
 

E-mail: gcgs@etcmail.com 
 

Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

Monday, May 29, 2017 at 11 a.m. 

Memorial Day is observed on the last Monday of 

May. It was formerly known as Decoration Day 

and commemorates all men and women who 

have died in military service for the United 

States. Many people visit cemeteries and memo-

rials on Memorial Day. Join us at the park. 

http://www.daculamemorialday.com/we_will_not_forget.jpg 

When you visit the Veteran’s 

Memorial Bridge and Park 

you may get the feeling that 

you are entering a sacred 

place, and you are.  

 

Mr. Sandy Lyons has so 

any things honoring God, 

placed around the park. He 

has many things honoring our 

beloved country also. 



 

BY DONNA LEHR 

March 2017 

9th - Gilmer County GCGSI Monthly Meeting at the Gilmer County Library at 2 p.m.  

 Leslie Barker Thomas will be sharing information about the recently donated pen and ink 

sketches of 40 Cherokee home places and settlements created by the late Rev. Charles O. 

Walker, also an author of several books on the Cherokees.   
 

 Genealogy Research Center Volunteers - Fridays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Research Assistants: 

Patricia Henson, Kathryn Watkins, Jan Cooler, Book Committee, and Research Team. 

ANNOUNCEMENT: NEW Saturday Meetings this year!  

 The first Saturday meeting will be April 1st. 10:30 a.m. - 12 noon.  It will replace the April 13, 

 Thursday meeting. This is an opportunity for folks who cannot attend a weekday meeting, to do 

so.  We look forward to seeing you there!  Please bring a guest. If this Saturday is well 

attended—we may plan another in the Fall. 

        

April 2017—Saturday 

1st - Gilmer County GCGSI Monthly Meeting at the Gilmer County Library, 10:30 a.m. - 12 noon  

 Wayne Hooper will be sharing information about “Understanding military documents and combat 

 records of veterans”. This is about a naval carrier pilot who documented actions in the South 

 Pacific and the Philippines’ “Battle of Leyte Gulf”. The family found a box filled with documents 

 but were unsure of what they possessed.  Wayne was able to decipher and explain their found 

 treasures to the family in a slide show.    

11th Library Staff Appreciation Luncheon  

14th - Library Closed.  Good Friday 

16th - Library Closed.  Happy Easter 

 Genealogy Research Center Volunteers - Fridays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Research Assistants: Patricia Henson, Book Committee, and Research Team. 

 
 

May 2017 

11th - Gilmer County GCGSI Monthly Meeting at the Gilmer Library at 2 p.m. 

 Ann and Roger Futch, owners of R&A Orchards will be speaking to us about 

the history of apple orchards in Gilmer County. Ann will be recounting the years when 

her father started his first orchard in 1947, when he returned from WWII.   

 

29th - Library Closed. In Remembrance, Memorial Day 

 Genealogy Research Center Volunteers—Fridays 10 a.m.—3 p.m. Research Assistants: Patricia 

Henson, Karla Duke, Book Committee and Research Team. 

Bul let in  Board  
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https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinim 
g.com/236x/f3/68/17/f3681759d 
d88b9e2d99232321670b657.jpg 
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This Is Not Your Average Southern Genealogy Story 

BY DONNA LEHR 

I have a vivid memory from when I was elementary school age; probably 6 or 7.  The school gave a form for 

each of the students to take home.  We never read it but our parents and grandparents did!  My grand-

mother’s response after reading the questionnaire was, “We are Americans!  Tell them we are Americans!  

It’s none of their business where we came from!”  The question pertained to nationalities of the household 

members.  The year was around 1960. 

This happened in northern Minnesota; specifically, the Mesabi 

Range area which is known for the mining of iron ore and 

used to be known for the Rainey Lake Timber Company; the 

largest timber company in the world; a melting pot for Scan-

dinavians, Italians, and Eastern Europeans. 

I am the third generation born in the USA.  On both sides of 

my family, the great grandparents emigrated from Europe late 

in the 1800’s.  (Most of the grandparent’s siblings were born 

in Europe. My grandparents were born in the U.S.) I have a 

copy of a 1904 census showing my maternal grandmother’s 

household which included a few cousins from Slovenia.   Our 

neighborhood had a variety of nationalities.  Mrs. Angelo, 

who lived across the street, was Italian and made her own 

pasta.  Mrs. Pecarina and Mrs. Delich only spoke “broken 

English” and had hair that reached the back of their knees.  

The hair was braided, wound around the head and covered 

with a hair net to keep the hair in place.   

When my family came from Slovenia (some claim it was Vien-

na and not Slovenia, which was a part of Yugoslavia then), they had to sign a document that they were reject-

ing Kaiser Wilhelm and pledging allegiance to the United States.  It was seldom that we heard any other lan-

guage besides English.  My maternal grandparents made sure they only spoke English around the grandchil-

dren.  They would not teach us their native languages.  They were Americans and did not want it questioned. 

In 1918, when my maternal grandparents were married, it was considered a “mixed marriage” and was not 

well attended by my grandfather’s family.  Albert Jenkins was a Welsh Protestant and Katherine Lakner was a 

Slovenian Catholic.   

I have always been interested in genealogy and did not have the time to investigate until I retired last year.  I 

have always been the one family member to collect the photographs; some dating back to the late 1800’s.  
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This Is Not Your Average Southern Genealogy Story - Continued 

BY DONNA LEHR 

Last spring, I joined the GCGSI, met Sylvia Johnson, who helped me get started and then joined Ances-

try.com, which has been so helpful.  I discovered a cousin in Chicago who has been doing the genealogy on 

the Jenkins family; my maternal grandfather’s side of the family.  She has made numerous trips to England and 

Wales to do research and has found church records back to the 1500’s.   She claims it’s difficult to find rec-

ords beyond that because of the destruction of the churches where the records were kept or the natural 

fading of the ink. 

I know that genealogy is not for everyone but I am hoping that since we don’t have children, at least one of 

my nieces or nephews will pick up the torch and carry on as such treasures should not be lost. 

French Protestant  (Huguenot)  Church  

SUBMITTED BY LAUREL BRENDA COCHRAN 

Attention to all Huguenot Descendants 

You are invited to Our annual French service April 30, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Each spring the French Huguenot Society of 

South Carolina and the French Huguenot 

Church join together to celebrate the Edict of 

Nantes, a service celebrating King Henry of 

Navarre’s decree in 1598 to protect the 

French Protestants and allow them to read and 

interpret the scriptures of the New Testament 

for themselves.  

This service is conducted in French. 

 

 136 Church St Charleston, SC 29401  

http://www.huguenot-church.org/ 



 

President’s Desk 

SUBMITTED BY SYLVIA JOHNSON 

We are off to a very good start this year with an outstanding 

January 12, 2017, Annual Meeting where all the new officers 

and chairpersons were in attendance.  Everyone had an 

opportunity to learn a little about each other and their goals 

for their positions.  The By-Laws had been discussed and 

suggestions for updating had been made at a planning meeting on December 15, 2016, so the 

revisions were voted on at the Annual Meeting and approved and presented to the full 

membership who also approved the changes.   
 

 

"One of the suggestions made to increase our membership and availability, to those in the community 

who cannot attend weekday afternoon meetings, was to occasionally have a Saturday meeting.  We are 

giving it a try on Saturday, April 1, 2017 at 10:30 a.m." This will be instead of our Thursday, April 13, 

2017, meeting.  Wayne Hooper will be our speaker.  He has a very interesting presentation on a World 

War II Naval carrier pilot’s documented actions in the South Pacific which is discussed in more detail in 

this newsletter. 
 

 

We continue to get a lot of inquiries from all over the country from folks whose families have 

ties to Gilmer County.  Becky Burrell, our Corresponding Secretary coordinates and responds 

to these requests.  Assistance is needed in researching these inquiries so on the last Friday of the 

month at 10 a.m. our volunteer research committee Rebecca Burrell, Gladys Spivey, Susan 

Noles, and Sylvia Johnson meet to handle these request.  Please let Becky know if you can help. 

This can also be done from home, but then you miss the congenial lunch afterward! 
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We The Tree  Shakers  -  GCGSI  Genea log y  Tips  

1) AMY JOHNSON CROW, is a Certified Genealogist with more than 20 years of experi-

ence helping people discover their family's history. Go to her website and sign-up for her 

FREE newsletter: http://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/ 

2) WHO DO  YOU THINK YOU ARE?      New season premieres Sunday, March 5 at 10/9c  

TLC’s Emmy Award-winning series, WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? returns this spring with a new 

group of celebrities ready to delve into their lineage and get answers to the questions they’ve wondered 

about their entire lives. Eight new one-hour episodes bring more unexpected turns and surprising discover-

ies of great historical significance. https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=ctb7doim79fhc#0 
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Upcoming Events  

BY CARLA JOHNSON, EVENTS CHAIR 

 

 

INVITATION 

Library Staff Luncheon 

Gilmer County Library 

Tuesday, 11 April 2017 

 

We are celebrating National Library Week 

 by recognizing our special library staff 

with a luncheon. 

 

 Our members bring an abundance of their best dishes “Make it Bloom” theme  

at 11:00 a.m. to help set-up and lunch will be served at 12:00 p.m.  

 

It is a time to get better acquainted with our librarians and show them that we 

appreciate all that they do “Libraries Transform.”  

 

Committee: Gladys Spivey, Patricia Henson, Donna Lehr, Brenda Cochran, Su-

san Noles, Mary Jones, Rebecca Burrell, Sylvia Johnson, and Carla Johnson  

We look forward to seeing you at the this luncheon. 

 
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/564x/48/68/

c5/4868c5745633ab9ac275012546d706f4.jpg 
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Grandma, I Hardly Knew You 

BY LESLIE THOMAS, PRESIDENT GCHSI  

 

I grew up in the love and comfortable arms of my grandmother for the first 14 years of my life.  She was a 

fixture in the family that I unfortunately took too much for granted.  It wasn’t until she had been gone for 

about three years that it dawned on me how much I had lost.  I knew I was a head taller than her five feet 

and that her hair was short, steely gray nearly the same color as her eyes and her skin wrinkled and ruddy 

colored.  I knew she was a fantastic seamstress and could make a dress in an afternoon using a pattern out 

of newspaper.  That she could bake circles around the finest chefs and the best sugar cookies ever.  She 

could fix anything with a whack, a bandage, a hug, a smile or a kiss.  But who was she, really? 

 

The years rolled by and it never occurred to me to ask about her 

parents or past or to inquire about what she knew or about the times 

in which she had lived or things she had seen.   She was born in 

another century in 1885 Indiana.  She told me she had visited the 

Chicago’s World’s Fair when she was 8.  I learned from snippets of 

her life that she had gone to college at a time when women were 

reared to be wives and mothers.  She spoke seven languages and had 

traveled extensively.  But why did she learn so many languages and 

where had she traveled?  And why didn’t she have a profession doing 

something fabulous? 

 

She married well to a dentist and had five children and then for 

reasons we never discussed, they divorced.  She was left without 

support from her husband to raise her children by teaching sewing to 

the daughters of the rich people living in Hyde Park in the downtown area of Chicago.  I heard about 

stories of the Depression era from aunts and uncles how they scavenged for food in the trash of those 

same rich families and dug dandelions from the cracks in the sidewalks of the city.  One time they were 

determined to give grandma a Christmas and cut down a tree from the city park.  It was too tall for the 

ceiling on the apartment and they cut a hole in the plaster to make it fit.  They decorated it with 

everything they could find; tin cans cut into stars and other shapes, bits of cloth tied into ribbons, nuts, 

berries, and pieces of broken colored glass.   

 

I recall as a child we often stopped to talk to the newspaperman on the corner and he’d slip something 

into a paper and hand it to grandma.  Later I learned she had been betting on the horses and won every 

time.  She’d walk me around the corner to the meat market where they also sold popsicles and candy and 

buy me a nickel-sicle while she shopped for the day’s fare. I remember playing in her button up shoes and 

wearing a fancy lacy hat and gloves. Where and when had she worn such finery?  I later learned that she 

actually was a hat maker when she was going to college. 

 

I remember being taught at an early age to set a perfect table and to dress for dinner.  When the meal was 

finished all the women and girls would help clear the table and clean up while the men sat back and 

smoked fine cigars from Havana as the young boys would sit at their feet and listen to the talk.  There was 

Grandma Helen & Bob 1915 
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Grandma, I  Hard ly  Knew You  -  C o n t i n u e d  

no complaining about the chores at hand it was instilled that these would make us suitable wives one 

day.  It wasn’t so much the chores themselves as the companionship of other females of the same family, 

the multiple generations enjoying one another’s banter and laughter.  Why don’t we do that today?  Is 

that what is missing from the lives of our youth these days, the interaction of generations? 

  

I gather up the pages of my grandmother’s story so far and her genealogy and look once more for clues 

as to who she was and wish once more that I had known the questions I wanted to ask her then.  Suffice 

it to say I must write about what I know of her and be content to learn about her parents in the same 

way because I never asked then what I want to know now.  So I say to you, be sure that the time doesn’t 

get away from you before you make a point to write it down or record it for your grandchildren.  Cap-

ture those precious memories on paper.  

(This article is reprinted and updated from the January 2007 Times-Courier) 

Old Naming Pattern 

SUBMITTED BY GLADYS SPIVEY 

First born son named after his father's father 

Second born son named after his mother's father 

Third born son named after his father 

Fourth born son named after his father's oldest brother 

Fifth born son named after his father's 2nd oldest brotheror his mother's oldest brother 

First born daughter named after her mother's mother 

Second born daughter named after her father's mother 

Third born daughter named after her mother 

Fourth born daughter named after her mother's oldest sister 

Fifth born daughter named after her mother's 2nd oldest sister or her father's oldest sister 

 Source: “Bits of Bark from the Family Tree”, pub. By the Batesville, Arkansas Genealogical Socie

 ty, Vol. VII, no. 2 June 1982. 

SUBMITTED BY KAREN TITUS 
 

We have been meeting regularly and have members putting a lot of hard work into this project.  First 

Family members have been contacted and asked to provide family trees, pictures and stories of their an-

cestors. 

We have specialists assisting and they are moving forward with the book layout.  We appreciate your 

cooperating by submitting the information the committee is asking for.  If you are not First Family but 

happen to have old pictures from Gilmer County to lend for the book, we would be very grateful. 

Book Committee: Karen Titus, John Davis, Gladys Spivey, Patricia Henson, Rebecca Burrell,  

Tina Peavy, Brenda Cochran, Kathryn Watkins and Sylvia Johnson. 

First Families Book 
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Spr ing  Wi ld f lowers    

BY SYLVIA JOHNSON 

Spring wildflowers after a cold, winter!  Fortunately, Gilmer County is in an area of North Georgia that is 

prolific with wildflowers.   Some of our flowers appear as early as late February and March and by April 

they are in abundance. You can imagine they were a welcome site after spending the winter in these 

mountains back up in hollows where it was cold and mostly dark.   Roads were often so muddy you 

could not get to church and the children could not always make it to school.  The flowers were a sure 

sign of spring.  Some of the greens were edible as were the flowers.  The roots could often be used as 

teas and poultices. 

 Periwinkle: Trailing evergreen leaves mat-forming vine with Blue or Lavender flowers 

with five lobes also known as Myrtle.  In herbal folklore it was used to treat stomach ail-

ments and stop nosebleeds and for certain wounds.  Also, used as an aphrodisiac. 

 Little Brown Jugs: Arrow shaped leaves with flowers shaped like small jugs which are 

hidden in leaf litter. 

 Sweet Shrub:  Aromatic leaves are opposite and oval.  Flowers are maroon or brownish. 

Crushed petals have aroma of strawberries.  A tea was made by the Cherokee as a diuretic 

for kidney and urinary complaints. My mother said they used the twigs as a toothbrush. 

 Fiddle Leaf Fern: Springtime edible that can be cooked by steaming or sautéing.  A fern 

that has not unfolded. 

 Fire Pink: A perennial herb with rich scarlet red flowers that is a favorite of humming-

birds. The stalks are 12 – 30 inches with basal leaves.  A very conspicuous and beautiful 

wildflower. 
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Spr ing  Wi ld f lowers  -  C o n t i n u e d  

BY SYLVIA JOHNSON 

The flowers in this article were found in one morning, walking from the parking lot of the 
Gilmer County Library on the lawn toward the street across the front and around to the back.  
I then got on the official school trail and walked up behind the elementary school and came 

down Calvin Jackson Drive back to the parking lot to my car.  I used my I-phone to take the pictures.  This 
was on April 15, 2013 about a year after I started pursuing Wildflowers as a passion.  I now have about 275 
photographed and identified.   I used “Wildflowers of Tennessee, the Ohio Valley and the Southern Appala-
chians” for my comments on herbal and Native American uses of wildflowers. Also do not recommend, as 
they did not, useing any of that information for medicinal purposes. I highly recommend a book we have in 
our library for hikes in our area. “Favorite Wildflower Walks in Georgia” by Hugh and Carol Nourse.  I still 
go on walks, but at a slower pace and am always looking for interested friends! 

 

 

 

 Catesby’s Trillium: Three solid green whorled leaves with a 3 petal white flower that turns 

pinkish rose with age, nodding beneath the leaves. Another common named is Bashful 

Wakerobin referring to the nodding flower. Trilliums are protected in most states. 

 Mayapple: Umbrella leaves on one stem that has a single white flower that develops into a 

yellow many-seeded berry about the size of a lemon.  Many parts of the plant are poisonous 

but the fruit can be used as jelly and preserves.   

 Dwarf Flag Iris:  Also known as Dwarf Violet Iris.  Perennial herb to 6 inches tall.  Leaves 

straight and narrow with 3 Showy, lavender 2.5” wide petals with a yellowish orange strip bor-

dered in white. 

 

 
 

Small Bluets: Two to four inches tall but the flowers are 0.2 - 0.3 inches across blue or pur-

ple with a red eye. Pollinated by butterflies. 

 

 

 Field Pansy: The blossoms are solitary arising from leaf axils on stalks that curve into a nod at 

the top. There are 5 petals, the lateral ones are bearded and the larger, lower one has a yellow 

patch at the base. All petals have dark veining. The petals are usually a pale blue. 

 

 Star Chickweed: Considered a delicacy in parts of Europe. The tender leaves are harvested 

before flowers bloom and are a source of Vitamin A &C.  
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We Are The Stor y  Te l lers  Cal led  By  Our  Ancestors  

AUTHOR UNKNOWN, SUBMITTED BY LAUREL BRENDA COCHRAN 

 

In each family there is one who seems called to find the 

ancestors. To put flesh on their bones and make them live 

again, to tell the family story and to feel that somehow 

they know and approve. 

  

Doing genealogy is not a cold gathering of facts but, in-

stead, breathing life into all who have gone before. We are 

the storytellers of the tribe. All tribes have one. We have 

been called, as it were, by our genes. Those who have 

gone before cry out to us, “Tell our story!” So, we do. In 

finding them, we somehow find ourselves. 

  

How many graves have I stood before now and cried? I have lost count. How many times have I walked up 

to a grave and felt somehow there was love there for me? The bones here are bones of my bone and flesh 

of my flesh. How many times have I told the ancestors, “You have a wonderful family; you would be proud 

of us.” I cannot say. 

  

It goes beyond just documenting facts. It goes to who am I and why do I do the things I do. It goes to pride 

in what our ancestors were able to accomplish, how they contributed to what we are today. It goes to re-

specting their hardships and losses, their never giving in or giving up, their resoluteness to go on and build a 

life for their family. 

  

With love and caring and scribing each fact of their exist-

ence, because we are they and they are the sum of who we 

are. So, as a scribe called, I tell the story of my family. It is up 

to that one called in the next generation to answer the call 

and take my place in the long line of family storytellers. 

  

That is why I do my family genealogy, and that is what calls 

those young and old to step up and restore the memory –or 

greet those whom we had never known before.” 

https://heart2heartstories.com/2017/01/07/we-are-the-storytellers-called-by-our-ancestors/ 

https://img1.etsystatic.com/058/1/7172827/

il_340x270.737970779_kvyp.jpg 

https://s-media-cache-

ak0.pinimg.com/236x/25/36/5e/25365e736c843707a50101

eb007b13e7.jpg 



 

BY JOY CHILDRESS 

The First Families program is 

designed to honor the pioneers 

who settled in Gilmer County in 

1840 or before and to recognize 

those descendants who become 

members of this program. We 

encourage anyone who is directly 

descended from early settlers 

whose names appear on the 1840 

Gilmer County Census to apply. 

Discovering your Gilmer County 

roots can be challenging and 

exciting.  Your research can serve 

as a source of information for 

generations to come.  An 

approved applicant receives a 

certificate and pin acknowledging 

this Gilmer County ancestor.  

Applicants are not required to 

currently reside in Gilmer County.  

For more information, please visit 

our website at:  http://

www.gcgsi.org/firstfamilies.html 

Firs t  Fami l ies  o f  Gi lmer  County  
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Reeca Lynne Chastain Ratclif   Elijah Chastain Sr. 

Christina Ratcliff Shute    Elijah Chastain Sr. 

Madison Mycaela Shute    Elijah Chastain Sr. 

Zander Wayne Shute    Elijah Chastain Sr. 

Mary Elizabeth Perry Bice   Richard Cox Sr. 

Kathi Viola Harper Hill    Absalom Pence 

Parks David Cantrell    Samuel Jones Sr. 

William L. “Billy” Cantrell   Samuel Jones Sr. 

H. Dean Reece     Samuel Jones Sr. 

Gwen Cantrell, dec’d. Al Cantrell Cont.  Samuel Jones Sr. 

Bobby Carter Jones    Samuel Jones Sr. 

Cassie Weaver Magallanes   Samuel Jones Sr. 

Betty Lou Fowler Ahangar   Samuel Jones Sr. 

Elsie Fowler Nazerium    Samuel Jones Sr. 

James “Jim” Fowler    Samuel Jones Sr. 

Evelyn Fowler Ledford    Samuel Jones Sr. 

Farish W. Fowler    Samuel Jones Sr. 

Elmer J. “Pete” Fowler    Samuel Jones Sr. 

Frances Jones Mulkey McGill   Samuel Jones Sr. 

Nancy Ann Sease Hicks    John Calvin Jones Sr. 

Willene Kuykendall Davis   Washington J Willis 

Kenneth Robert Wells    Samuel J Thompson 

Mary Ellinora Pankey Jones   Cornelius Goble Sr. 

Sarah Ann Jones Chastain   Cornelius Goble Sr. 

Luke Parks Chastain    Cornelius Goble Sr. 

Roy Vernon Sanford      Melchizedek Charles   

New First Family Members from last quarter 

We Connect  -  Gilmer County Chamber of Commerce 
BY PATRICIA HYATT  HENSON 

I have represented our Gilmer County Genealogical Society (GCGSI) at the monthly Gilmer Chamber of 

Commerce Luncheons for the past year. In his latest newsletter, Lex Rainey, Chairman of the Board for the 

Chamber stated that "the vision of the chamber is to be the leader in making Gilmer County the best place to 

visit, live, work, invest and play”. I have found that the encounters with the Chamber representatives are a 

great way to influence the shaping of our county, to network within our community, and to let everyone 

know about GCGSI and what a amazing organization we are.  You, as an individual, an organization or a rep-

resentative of your business can join the Gilmer Chamber and attend these informative meetings where you 

can share your thoughts and beliefs. Remember that on the 2nd Thursday of each month from 11:30 - 1:00 

p.m. you too can have lunch with the Chamber. Then you can move on to the Gilmer County Genealogical 

Society’s meeting with socialization from 1:30 to 2:00 and then from 2:00—3:00 p.m. you can attend our in-

formative presentation/meeting with our knowledgeable speakers from the community and surrounding area. 

I look forward to seeing you at either or both of these community meetings.  

First Families Committee: 

Gladys Spivey, Patricia Henson, 

JohnDavis, Brenda Cochran, Syl-

via Johnson and Joy Childress 



 

BY REBECCA BURRELL 
 

Our annual Christmas Luncheon and installation of officers was 

held on December 8, 2016 at the Coosawattee Shrine 

building.   An abundance of good food and fellowship was enjoyed 

by all who  attended.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officers for 2017 were installed: Presenting our 2017 Officers/Chairs left to right: 
 

Sylvia Johnson, President, Joy Childress, 2nd Vice President & First Family Chair, Gerald Speck, 

Membership Chair, Gladys Spivey, Recording Secretary  & Historian, Carla Hardy Johnson, Events 

Chair, Donna Lehr,  First Vice President & Program chair, Cassie Weaver Magallanes, Publication Chair, 

Rebecca Burrell, Corresponding Secretary & Publicity Chair, John Davis, 

Treasurer absent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last  Quar ter  High l ights   
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John Davis, Treasurer 

2017 Planning Meeting held Decem-

ber 2016 for upcoming year  

Installation of officers at Christmas Luncheon  



 

Last  Quar ter  High l ights   
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BY REBECCA BURRELL 

January 

Mrs. Carole Kell, our featured 

speaker at the January Meeting 

with a garment of little Ruth 

Kell. It has been preserved in a 

trunk with her other posses-

sions since her death at age 9.  

The Kell homeplace on 

Boardtown Road where the 

family settled. She keeps the 

Kell family history alive by shar-

ing stories from the family farm 

on Boardtown Rd.  

 

We enjoyed her stories and the precious things from the old trunk, such as little Ruth’s antique dress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reeca Chastain Ratcliff receives 

her First Family Certificate to 

honor her ancestor Elijah Chas-

tain Sr. Presented by Joy Chil-

dress, First Families Chair 

Receiving her First Family Certifi-

cate is Willene Kuykendall Davis, 

to honor her ancestor Washington 

J Willis. Presented by Joy Childress, 

First Families Chair 



 

 

 

Page 15 
The Gi lmer County  Genea log i c a l  Soc ie t y ,  I nc .  

Last  Quar ter  High l ights   

BY REBECCA BURRELL 

February:  

Kathi Harper Hill, was our featured speaker at February meeting, read to us from her published books: Fall-

ing, The Crow and the Wind, The Christmas Closet and Other Works, Out on a Limb of the Family Tree, 

Signs from God, The Year of Nine, and 

Bensy and Me. Born and raised in the N. 

Ga. Mountains of Appalachia, Humorist, 

Kathi Harper Hill, writes about Southern 

life. Her children's book, "The Crow and 

The Wind" was first runner up in the 2011 

Georgia Author of the Year Awards. Her 

latest novel, "Bensy and Me" has been 

nominated for the Georgia Author of the 

Year Awards in the Humor division. She states Appalachia is her first 

language, English her second.  Go to https://www.amazon.com/Kathi-

Harper-Hill/e/B00FAXIFQS to order her books. 

We enjoyed her reading for us—what a wonderful experience! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Pankey Jones, Sarah Jones Chastain, 
and Luke Parks Chastain each receive a 
certificate to honor their ancestor  
Cornelius Goble Sr. Mary is pictured with 
her GD Paige Martin and daughter Sarah 
Chastain, and Mary’s GGS Patrick. (not pic-
tured, GGS Luke Parks Chastain) Presented 
by Joy Childress, First Families Chair 

Kathi Harper Hill receives her 

First Family Certificate to honor 

her ancestor Absalom Pence. 

Presented by Joy Childress, First 

Families Chair 

 

Becky’s Pecan Pie  

 

Preheat oven to 300 degrees. Mix 1 

cup sugar, dash of salt, 2 Tbsp. 

Flour, 2 Tbsp. Milk, 1 tsp. Vanilla.   

Add 2 eggs, one at a time mixing 

well after each.   

Add 1/2 cup dark Karo syrup and a 

bit less than 1/2 cup  melted 

Crisco.   

Pour into unbaked pie crust that has 

been pricked with fork.   

Cover with approx. 3/4 cup pecan 

pieces.   

Bake 1 hour or until set. 



 

Research  Corner  
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BY REBECCA BURRELL 

GCGSI RESEARCH TEAM: Susan Noles, Gladys Spivey, Sylvia Johnson and Rebecca Burrell 

Cathy Lawrenz from Kansas City, kcyellowcat@gmail.com, is seeking information to support the father/son 

relationship of Benjamin Cooper (b. c1772-74) and son Cornelius(b. 1801).  Also, Benjamin had a Mr. 

Quillian start a school/church in Ben's house and she would like to know which church this might have 

been.  She also would like information on George Ward's research papers and his method for collecting 

the biographical information for his books. Any help would be very much appreciated. 

 

Whit Peterson, petfam14@gmail.com, needs help with 

researching the family of his great grandmother, Mary Jane 

Leach Richardson.  In the 1860 census a Mary J Leach, 10 

years old, and John W Leach, 8 years old are listed in the 

household of William and Mary J (Booker) Leach and their 

two children, ages 2 and 1.  The couple were married in 

1856.  He believes the 10 year old (1851-1934) of Gwin-

nett County, GA may be his great grandmother.  Her 

death certificate indicates she was born in Gilmer County 

and lists her parents as John Leach and Eliza Ellerson.  If 

anyone can shed light on John Leach and Eliza Ellerson 

please contact Whit.  (Mr. Peterson had high praise for 

our past newsletters he read on our website). 

 

Marcia Grubb from Washington 

state, mlouise421@aol.com, would like information on 

the parents of Alsey Davis and Bennett Roberson who were married here in 1845.  

Gladys and I went to the courthouse and obtained a copy of the marriage record but it contained no pa-

rental information.  Any help would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Join our research team. We meet the last Friday each month at 10:00 A.M. in the research room at the 

Gilmer County Library to answer basic queries that we receive.  If you can't come to the library but love 

to do research, please let us know and you can still help!  Email kemandbecky@yahoo.com to join us.  Al-

so, if you have hit a brick wall in your own research someone on the team may be able to help, just share 

with us. 

First Public Schools: The School Master. McConnel, J. 

L. Western Characters. New York: Redfield, 1853. 
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Remember  When  

RODGERS MILL 

“Creating a scenic springtime picture, Julius Rodgers’ mill was 

erected about 1850. It existed well within the memory of many 

local inhabitants and was located near what is now known as Lake 

Myra. The nearest post office during much of the time that the 

mill stood was called Ollie. Clark Rodgers, the son of Julius 

Rodgers, now owns the property.” 

This photograph was printed in the 1994 Historical Calendar published by the Gilmer Arts and Heritage Associa-

tion. The calendar was in the collection of Carlton Hardy of Ellijay, Georgia. Submitted by Hollyanna Hardy White. 

http://www.peakscan.freeuk.com/millstones63.htm 
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Remember  When  

This photograph, made in the early 1940’s, shows businesses on the south 

side of the public square. The Dover Chevrolet site is now occupied by 

NAPA Auto Parts, the Ellijay Theatre is now the site of Interiors, and the 

old Tankersley office is now the site of Cherokee Federal Bank. The movie 

advertised, on the marquee was “Sergeant York”, starring Gary Cooper. 

Even this little snowfall is rare in Ellijay.” 

WINTER VIEW OF THE SQUARE IN ELLIJAY 

This photograph was printed in the 1994 Historical Calendar published by the Gilmer Arts and Heritage Associa-

tion. The calendar was in the collection of Carlton Hardy of Ellijay, Georgia. Submitted by Hollyanna Hardy White. 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0034167/ 
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The Old Country Church 

In the western section of Gilmer County there stand an old log 

church that was built in 1876 by Mr. Wiley Pankey and a group of 

soldiers after they returned from the Civil War. The trees were cut 

and the logs were hewed by hand to build the church. In the early 

days of the church it was used as a school as well as a church. In the 

early days of the church it was known as Bethel or New Bethel. 

“Family Legions of Gilmer County.” Inside the church are a few of 

the original benches with the names of teenage boys who carved 

their names in the back of the bench with their pocket knife during 

the church service. Back in the seventies some folks wanted to tear 

down the old church to build a new church, but Aunt Nancy Pankey; 

Wiley’s widow lay down in front of the bulldozer to save the old 

church. The old church is still standing, but is in disrepair. If the old 

logs could speak what a story they could tell. If you visit the old church you can still feel the spirit of the 

old saints that worshiped there. It is one of the most peaceful places I have visited.  
 

 

SUBMITTED BY SARAH CHASTAIN 

My great great grandfather built Ridgeway Baptist Church, formerly known as Bethel or New Bethel, his 

name was Wiley Pankey. The original church is an old log church which is still standing today.  I 

remember going there as a child, especially to homecoming.  The 

benches in the church were hand made and lots of names were 

carved on the benches and they're all still there.  At the death of 

his first wife (her name was Julia) he married a lady named Nancy 

Barton.  This would have been my step great great grandmother.  

An article was written in the Atlanta Journal and Constitution 

about her standing by the church to save the church.  She stood 

outside the church and said they would not tear the church down.  

They wanted to tear it down and build a new one.  But they did 

not tear it down, instead they went across the road from the old 

church and built the new church that they worship in today.  Wiley and Nancy are buried at Ridgeway.  

Wiley was a Confederate soldier. 
 

 

 

Newsletter Published By  

Cassie Weaver 

Magallanes,  

Publishing Chair  

SUBMITTED BY GLADYS SPIVEY 

Photo by Adrian May 

 

This edition of the  

Mountain Heritage Newsletter  

is dedicated to the memory of  

founding member Lillie Evylene  

Anderson Canup,  21 Nov 2016  

and  

Roddy Thomas, member &  

USA Veteran  

30 Nov 2016 

A Special Thank You to  

Karla Duke for publishing our 

Mountain Heritage Newsletter, 

for the past two years. We ap-

preciate your time, expertise,  

friendship & all that you do. 
https://s-media-cache-jpg 



 

We’re on the web! 

www.gcgsi.org 

Contact email: gcgs@etcmail.com 

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

 GCGSI Membership 

 First Families Application 

 Genealogical Links 

 Officers 

 

What  Is  Ava i lab le  Onl ine?  

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

 Book Order Form 

 1834 and 1840 Census 

 Contact Information 
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