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BY HOLLYANNA HARDY WHITE  

What was life like a hundred years ago? The daily activities of 

our ancestors were much different than what we experience 

today. My great-grandmother, Martha Susan Miller Baker, 

kept a journal for six decades. She was born in Missouri 

during 1867 and died there in 1948. Her journal entries 

document her life in Franklin County, Missouri. She mentions 

Sullivan (a city), Elmont and Pilot (small areas), and the 

Bourbeuse River (runs through the county). Many of Martha’s 

descendants live in North Georgia. What will your Christmas 

season be like this year? Martha’s journal entries give us a 

window into her life 110 years ago — during December 1904.  

 

December 4 - Sunday evening. The children and I went to 

Sunday school and church this morning. Earl Flaugher came 

and went with Andrew. They went somewhere since dinner, 

to Mr. Ehrmanns, I think. Later: they came back and took 

supper and Andrew went home with Earl. He begged for him 

to go. 

December 5 – We let Uncle John have one of our cows to 

milk. Jonce sold 16 opossums hides, 1 skunk, and 1 mink for 

Andrew today for $5.60. Two of the opossums hides 

brought 50 cts a piece. I went to Elmont this evening. 

December 7 – Ona is sixteen yrs old today. How time flies. It don’t seem like 

she is that old. We went to Uncle John’s tonight from school. Jonce and Andrew 

are gone to Austin Dotter’s to take four white Leghorn roosters that we sold 

him for $2.00. Jonce and I went to Sullivan yesterday. I bought some nice blue 

flannel for Ona a skirt.  

____________________  

See A Journal Through Time, Page 2 

A Journa l  Through Time 

Tin Type (Abt 1883) 

(l to r): Martha at 

about 16 years old, 

and her Aunt, Eliza 

Miller 

Tin Type (1867): Martha 

held by her mother, 

Margaret Blanton Miller 
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A Journa l  Through Time 

Continued from Page 1  

December 11 – Sunday night. Andrew and Ona went to 

singing last night at Mr. Hardecke’s for his birthday. Earl 

Flaugher came and went with Andrew and came back. He 

went home this eve. Mr. & Mrs. Briscoe visited today. It snowed 

today after they came they went home through it. Large flakes falling 

thick and fast. This is the first snow we have had this winter. 

December 12 – Jonce traded for Nellie mare today. He traded with 

Mike Carey. She is our Dolly’s colt that we traded Mike 2 yrs ago. He 

gave Mike a colt, a cow, and twenty-five dollars for her. She is a good 

traveler. This is Mr. Busch’s birthday. Andrew went to their singing. 

Elmer went to Elmont and bought his first boots today. 8 above zero 

this morning. 

December 13 – Another cold day 8 above zero. I went to Elmont. 

Got a letter and package from Mrs. McKee. 

December 14 – A little warmer today. We butchered hogs today. 

Uncle John and John M Linthicum helped. They killed that they 

guessed at about 425 lbs a piece 

gross. Ona and Elmer have colds. I 

must go to bed. Good night and 

pleasant dreams. 

December 15 – Tolerably cold today, but Jonce and I went to Sullivan. 

December 16 – Jonce helped Uncle John kill hogs. Snowed today. I 

rendered lard. 

December 17 – Finished rendering lard today. It was slow work on 

the stove I have. Ten gallons. Tom Perkins came to see Andrew today. 

Tom Baker came home today from his collecting in the west. 

December 18 – Sunday night. Mr. Busch is here tonight. Tom Perkins 

went home. Uncle John took dinner with us. Andrew went to Charlie 

Isom’s today, came back this evening. 

____________________ 

See A Journal Through Time, Page 3 

Ages during December 1904: 

William Johnson ‘Jonce’ Baker (39) + Martha Susan Miller (37) 

 Andrew Marvin Baker (18) 

 Ona Maude Baker (16)  

 Ray Elmer Baker (8) 

About 1900: (front - l to r): William Johnson 

‘Jonce’ Baker (35), Ray Elmer Baker(4), 

Martha Susan Miller Baker (33) 

(standing in back -  l to r): Ona Maude Baker 

(12), Andrew Marvin Baker (14) 

Andrew and his mother Martha at Harvest Time 
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A Journa l  Through Time 

Continued from Page 2  

December 22 – Jonce and Andrew hauled wood.  

December 23 - Jonce and Tom are gone to Sullivan today. The children are 

gone to school. I am alone. I went to Elmont this morning. It has been raining 

some today. Night now, Jonce has got home. Mr. Busch is here talking to him 

tonight. Andrew, John Busch and some more fellows are gone hunting. It is warm 

tonight. 

December 24 – Warm but cloudy. Andrew went to Mr. Flaugher’s this evening. 

Mr. Pat Wright was found dead in his bed yesterday morning. Tom paid off 

mortgage. Received first Chroncile today. Last subscription by Tom. 

December 25 – Sunday night. Christmas night. Still warm and cloudy. Allie and 

Grace took dinner with us today. The children and Tom went to Pilot this afternoon to a Christmas tree. 

They got some candy, nuts, and an orange. Tom gave us all nice presents. Tom Perkins is here tonight. 

December 26 – Jonce has been hauling some this evening. He took a little hunt this morning with Mr. 

Flaugher and Earl. Tom Perkins and Andrew went hunting this morning and have not come back. They said 

maybe they would go to Mr. Josts. Tom went to Uncle John’s tonight. Warm. 

December 27 – A high wind is blowing in a storm from the northwest tonight, and has been all day. A 

terrible blizzard. Yesterday was so warm. Andrew went without a coat and today he would need a fur 

overcoat. It was only 8 above zero about noon. I guess is it zero by now. Andrew and Tom Perkins came 

back last night about eleven o’clock. They killed a mink, then caught seven rabbits this morning. It is so 

cold, I don’t think I ever saw it much worse. Good night. 

December 28 – Another cold day. Mercury stood at zero. Tom Perkins went away. 

December 29 – Much warmer today. David Dotter is 

here tonight. He came from school here. Andrew went 

up there and found him gone so he came back. 

December 30 – Jonce and I went to Sullivan today. 

John and Mamie came home with him. John and Andrew 

and are gone hunting tonight. 

December 31 – Saturday night. Jonce went down on 

the Bourbeuse to buy some sheep but didn’t get any. 

John and Andrew caught nine rabbits today. Ben Prazie 

is here tonight. 
Martha Susan Miller Baker in 

Later Years 

 

Martha and Jonce  

in Later Years 

Andrew and  

his mother Martha  
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In  Focus : E l l i j ay  High  School  

This newspaper clipping was submitted by Ray Langley and depicts Ellijay High School’s first football team 

in 1945. 

 

1st row (l to r): Harold Parker, Edward Worley, Bill Gibbs, Johnny Miller, James Weeks, and Elford 

Medlin. 

2nd row (l to r): Douglas Davis, W. R. Woodring, James A. McClure, Clifford Simmons, Edmund Miller, 

and Bill Key. 

3rd row (l to r): Rual Reece, Bud Dover, Dave Neeley, Hubert Langley, John McFarland, Bill Penland, and 

Coach W. L. Chambers. 
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The Federa l  Census  — A Doorway To The Past  

By HOLLYANNA HARDY WHITE 
 
United States Federal Census records provide a glimpse of our ancestor’s lives. These documents are 
available in county, state, and federal archives as well as online services like ancestry.com. A great method 
to uncover history is to use sequential documents and track individuals over time. For instance, in 1850, 
Robert Edmondson and his wife Mary Polly Harris Edmondson lived in Union County, Georgia with 5 of 
their children (out of 10). We see their names, genders, ages, occupations, places of birth, and value of real 
estate owned. This document indicates that the family members were born in North Carolina and, in 1850, 
Robert was a mechanic with real estate valued at $450. John Houghs, 23 years old, lived with them. 

Name and age inaccuracies do occur in the records, so comparing ages, places of birth, and family 
members helps verify that you have located the correct individuals. By 1860, Robert and Mary lived in 
Fannin County. Robert’s real estate is now valued at $1,000 and his personal estate is valued at $400. 

Robert and Mary are now an elderly couple who live with their daughter Mary. She is helping 
on the farm. By looking at the surrounding entries, we find that Robert and Mary’s children live in close. . . 

____________________ 
See The Federal Census — A Doorway To The Past, Page 6 

ancestry.com 

ancestry.com 
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The Federa l  Census  — A Doorway To The Past  

Continued from page 5 

 
. . . proximity. The next three households listed are Sally Shoppe (a daughter) and her ten children, 
Hamilton (a son) with his wife and eight children, and John (a son) with his wife and child. Several of 
Robert’s children are listed from pages 106 to page 110. Location can be very important. Thomas H Frady, 
a mining hand, is listed with his family on page 110 in the same (Stock Hill) area. Thomas’ 15 year old 
daughter, Telitha Amanda Frady (line 14), would marry Robert’s son, Richard Minyard Edmondson. 

The Civil War scattered the Edmondson family. By 1870, Robert and Mary Polly are not listed, and their 
surviving children reside in Gilmer, Union, Fannin, and Catoosa counties. Richard Minyard Edmondson and 
his wife Telitha lived in Union County with their four children aged from 8 years to 1 month. Richard is a 
farmer with real estate valued at $200 and a personal estate valued at $100. Neither Richard or Telitha can 
read or write, and Richard is listed with the right to vote. In 1880, Richard and Telitha reside in the 
Tickanetly district of Gilmer County with 7 children. He is a farmer. Richard died in 1894, before the 1900 
census, but census records traced him for 40 years along with his parents, siblings, wife, and children.  

ancestry.com 

ancestry.com 
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The James Kimsey Ellis Family (l to r): Ina Mae, John, Ida, Albert 

Glen, Martha Holt, James Kimsey Ellis, Circa 1910 

What We Wore Back  When 

Henry Grady School 

1953-54 School Year 

Sitting (l to r): Robert Hood Nayler,  

Mary Rogers George, 

Arena Rogers McClure 

Standing (l to r): William “Bill” Naylor, 

Elizabeth “Lizzie” Rogers, 

Barbara A Rogers 

John Henry Horne 

and Iona Elinor 

McDonald Horne 

Rosalie 

Cantrell 

Circa—1932 
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What We Wore Back  When 

(l to r): Laurel 

Brenda Baker, 

Frankie 

Cantrell, Peggy 

Lois Cantrell — 

taken about 

1947 

Atlanta, GA -- Summer 1889 -- A Bride And Her Sisters: 

Standing (l to r): Madge Miles Hunt, Mamie Hunt 

Sitting (l to r): Ida Mae Hunt (the bride), Dora Hunt 

Andrew Baker 

Taken in the  

mid-western 

states 

Guarding A 

Moonshine Still In The 

Cashes Valley Area: 

(Standing) 

Joe Chancey,  

(Bending)  

'Little' George Holl-

way, (Sitting) 

Chesley Chancey 
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A Man o f  Note  

BY MARION PRESSWOOD 

Although my father, Everett Prince Bailey, was not born and raised in Gilmer, he knew and loved it as well 

as he did his native Fannin County. He was born October 19, 1897 in the little community of Padena, 

moved across the river to Wilscott and was raised along with his six older siblings by his widowed mother, 

Zilpha Jane Griffith Bailey. Her husband, Stephen, had died of 'bilious fever' when little Everett was barely 

two years old. 

Spoiled, of course, by his older siblings, Everett was a precocious child and was raised in a family that loved 

to gather around the 

little organ and sing at 

night, he naturally was 

led into a career 

involving music. That 

thirty or so year career 

turned out to be 

teaching shape notes in 

singing schools all over 

the Fannin and Gilmer 

County area. In fact, 

just recently the 

GCHGS Newsletter 

published the River Hill 

Singing school picture 

with Everett, his sister 

Ruth (Tarpley) beside 

him, and his three 

brothers, Stanton, 

Thomas, and Arthur 

along with his wife Pearly Davenport, who proudly came out to support him.  

At age 90, Everett wrote an account of his first attempt to teach singing school and I entered it in the 

Murray Creative Arts Guild writing contest in 1987. It received an Honorable Mention - and he was so 

very proud. I also sent it to Facets of Fannin when they were gathering stories from folks with Fannin roots. 

(page 612.) 

____________________ 

See A Man of Note, Page 10 

Singing School, Photograph submitted by Marian Presswood  
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A Man o f  Note  

Continued from Page 9 

I probably heard stories of folks from 

Boardtown, Cherrylog, Cartecay and 

other Gilmer communities as often 

or perhaps more so, than Fannin. For 

Dad wanted to be taken to Gilmer at 

least once a year, especially in the Fall 

to the apple orchards where he knew 

the Hudsons and Reeces and others 

who owned them, and they allowed 

him to go pick his own apples. He 

told me stories of who lived where as 

we drove along the roads around 

Ellijay, and directed my driving where 

to turn.   

In fact, in the wee hours of the 

morning a night or two before he 

passed, on the 27th of April 1993 at 

the age of 96, Dad made his final 'virtual trip' back to Gilmer. I sat beside his bed, held his hand, and felt his 

weakened heartbeat stop, skip a few beats and start again. He spoke to each neighbor as he 'saw' them in 

their yard, or sitting on their porch. "Why howdy Miss Cantrell, how are you today, and under his breath 

he would say, "Poor thing, her husband died and she had to raise that big family by herself. Or "Hey, Mr. 

Davenport, your rheumatism better today?"'  

And so it went until we 'arrived' back at his old 

homeplace on the banks of the Toccoa River, now 

covered by backwaters from the Blue Ridge Lake.  

He was then at peace, and drifted off to sleep, plum 

tuckered out by his 'trip' back to his beloved Gilmer 

County.    

Everett is pictured above with his chart and some of 

his memorabilia kept from his days as a shape note 

singing school teacher in Gilmer, Fannin and Polk 

Counties. He was thrilled when shortly before he passed, Romaine Holloway brought a group from 

Boardtown to sing for him some of the old songs they learned in his schools.  

Everett With His Chart, Photograph submitted by ? 

 



 

First  Fami l ies  o f  Gi lmer  County  
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“The purpose of the First 

Families program is to 

honor the pioneers who 

were settled in Gilmer 

County by 1840 or 

before and to recognize 

those descendants who 

became members of this 

program. “ 

Leslie Barker Thomas 

 

Pres ident ’s  Desk  

BY KAREN TITUS 

This is the end of my second year as your president. It has been busy, educational, rewarding and 

enjoyable. Some of our members have joined together in an endeavor to scan and preserve photos and 

documents from some of Gilmer Counties oldest families. Our next step is to establish the database 

system in the Library so all researchers will be able to access this information. Thanks to helpful 

suggestions and the good work of Trish Henson, we have had interesting speakers, including several of 

our own members, every month. We have co-hosted a number of "how to" 

genealogy seminars for the community with the Library. Again, I offer special 

thanks to Brenda Cochran and her daughter Hollyanna Hardy White for 

establishing such an outstandingly beautiful and informative newsletter. We have 

been truly blessed to have enjoyed their talents for the past two years.   

Occasionally I remind members that I am not from Gilmer County and can't really help with local 

history. However, I am willing to share any knowledge I obtained during my years doing genealogy 

research. It is my pleasure to spend time with all of you, as we share the discoveries we are all making 

about our ancestors. To each of you I say, keeping working to preserve your family stories.  

 

BY KAREN TITUS 

There was a great response in 2013 by individuals interested in proving they were 

descendants of early Gilmer settlers. Applications have continued to arrive during 

2014 and many new individuals have become members. It is impressive to have so 

many decide to take the time to acknowledge their roots and join this group.  

The members receive the Genealogy Society's newsletter for free the year they 

become member of First Families. After that year, we hope they will join the 

Gilmer County Genealogy Society and continue to learn about Gilmer County 

and their ancestors. All of us can benefit by sharing what we know or are learning 

about our family history. After all, you never know when you might discover a 

previously unknown "cousin". Start researching and join us if you haven't yet. 

Congratulations to our new first family members: Janet Lee Spivey Sandway, 

Hallie Lauren Highland, and Macy Paige Highland (ancestor - Abraham Pence); 

Eric Paul Dotson (ancestor - Samuel J Thompson); and Gloria Beaudet (ancestor - 

Jane Powell). 
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A Remin iscence  

By GEORGE GORDON WARD 

 
This story, submitted by Genelle Hall Cantrell, is reprinted from The Annals of Upper Georgia Centered in 
Gilmer County. Georgia: Thomasson Printing and Office Equipment Co., Inc., 1965. The following narrative 
was related by Reuben Sanford to Ernest Parker in 1932. Mr. Parker carefully noted Mr. Sanford’s account 
and saw that the story found publication. Mr. Sanford was in his eighties at the time. 
 
My people came to this part of Georgia from Buncombe County, North Carolina. Migration to Gilmer was 

already about its peak. Travel over such crude trails as had already been developed, averaged but three 

miles a day. A road might be partly traceable, partly blazed through woods and at other points might fade 

out altogether. 

Ranging along wilderness streams, thorough 

rugged gaps, between mountain walls, the 

migrants pushed south and west, letting nothing 

them dismay. When a river in flood barred the 

way, they simply waited until in ran down. It took 

that that group 30 days to reach Ellijay, which 

they did on Christmas Day 1848. 

The new band was cordially received in the little 

county seat. An Ellijay 'Grocer' treated everybody 

to whiskey. The settlers went on into western Gilmer and stopped a little short of the Cohutta mountains. 

These people brought along, in addition to the oxen pulling their wagons, sheep, cattle, poultry. Among 

their hogs was a sow that added the problem of a litter of pigs. But somebody found a box and put the pigs 

into that and then heaved the box into a wagon. The mother of the pigs was treated to a rest. Then she 

ambled slowly along with the cattle and sheep as she had been doing. The pigs were lifted out for lunch 

with her noon and night.  

Some male members of the incoming folks had already been to Gilmer for the purpose of scouting and 

trying to choose wisely,  their families, a home or home site as they could afford. Such looking ahead was 

done usually as soon as crops were laid by in North Carolina. These lookouts also sighted and marked out 

routes for later travelers. 

____________________ 
See A Reminiscence, Page 13 

http://www.cherohala.org/images/imagespresskit/wagontrain3lb.jpg 
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A Remin iscence  

Continued from page 12 

 
Parties Gilmer bound usually set out during the mild 

weather of autumn. In the clan containing my folks were 

27 persons jammed into seven conestoga wagons. These 

vehicles had two brakes. Axles were greased with tar 

run from heart pine. When tired beasts and people 

stopped for the night by the side of the road, the men 

took their axes into the surrounding forest and cut 

wood for a big fire, piling by extra fuel for all-night fires.  

Everybody slept on pallets on the ground as near the fire 

as safely allowed. Bathing pools were spring branches 

and larger woodland streams. Even if it rained, there was 

no room in the wagons with their covers, crowded as these already were with household plunder and 

other necessaries for the homes they expected to establish. The women and girls, who wore shawls for 

coats, cooked on the camp fires.  

Everybody  breakfasted at daybreak around the fire. Everyone, before resuming travel, was at liberty to 

take a swallow of whiskey. In the main these people kept along old routes that had been followed before, 

though these might become so dim and doubtful, rough and narrow, the loads on the wagons would have 

to be taken off toted ahead.  

Among the multiplied obstacles to the travelers 

were hug boulders, logs, steep mountain sides, 

impossible cliffs that had to be skirted somehow, 

not to mention stumps, bogs, mud holes and 

dizzy grades. The emigrants coasted slowly down 

bluffs with the felloes of their wagons wrapped 

round and round with beaten hickory withes. 

Good safe spring water was seldom far.  

Conrad Lowe rode a bay stallion, behind him 

Patsy, his wife, a baby in her arms. Later Lowe 

swapped the horse for 160 acres of land in 

Ridgeway district. On this same tract my mother lived until her death in 1936 at the age of ninety-six. 

Stover Mtn, Fall 1987, Photograph by Carlton Hardy 

Amicalola Falls, May 2009, Photograph by Johnathon White 
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Last  Quar ter  High l ights  

September: 
 11th - Wayne Hooper gave a very interesting presentation about the Coosa 

Kingdom, Their Religion and Art, including a slideshow of items similar to those 
traded or made by the Coosa from Gilmer, Fannin, Pickens, Murphy and Union 
Counties. The Cherokee did not move into N.W. Georgia until the 1740 –50’s.  

 13th - Gilmer County Heritage Days. This was Gilmer County’s 180th Birthday Celebration and was 
centered at the beautiful Harrison Memorial Park. The downtown parade was great and enjoyed the 
live Appalachian music, great vendors, delicious food, and the Civil War reenactment! GCGSI 
members enjoyed talking with all the folks that came by our booth. 

 

 

 

 27th - John Davis’s computer class, Using Your Computer for Genealogy Research, was well attended 
with eighteen attendees. Some folks shared since we only have thirteen work stations. Handouts 
were given with some favorite websites. Everyone seemed to enjoy the class, with the format being 
discussion rather than lecture format. 

October: 
 9th - Tony Lett, President of the Blue Ridge Archaeological Guild was our guest 

speaker and gave an interesting presentation: A Confederate Soldier Meets His 
Destiny at Decatur’s Georgia Meadow Nook. He spoke about the article he wrote 
for the Summer 2013 issue of Georgia Backroads about the death of his Great-
Great-Grandfather, George Morgan Rikard, during the Battle of Atlanta. His 
slideshow included letters from the battle front to George’s wife, blood stained 
uniform, papers, canteen and his wife’s sunbonnet. 

November: 
 13th - Bill Cagle presented The Discovery of Georgia Marble. We heard the 

fascinating story of a young Irish immigrant, Henry T. Fitzsimmons, who was the 
first person to discover pure marble in the Long Swamp Valley. Bill went on to 
establish the first marble quarries and mills in Georgia during the 1830s. The 
Tate family then founded the Georgia Marble Company and the marble business 
grew rapidly. The Lincoln Memorial is just one of the many notable buildings 
which was made from Georgia marble. 

 24th - We had a wonderful time decorating our Christmas 
Tree with old photos of our families and at lunch afterward. 
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Research  Corner  

Johnson: The photograph shown below was in my fathers possessions. We do not know the location 
where it was taken or the individuals who are shown. Our families are from Union, Gilmer, Pickens, 
Gordon, and Murray Counties. Our earliest ancestors are traced back to Union and Gilmer counties. If you 
recognize the location or anyone in the photograph, please contact Donna Johnson at djj0323@yahoo.com 
or 298 Appalachian Ct., Talking Rock, GA 30175. 

O’Neal: Patricia Hyatt Henson is looking for the father of Hettie Mahaly O'Neal. Hettie was born in 
Virginia about 1813 and she married George W. Hyatt from Buncombe Co., North Carolina about 
1837. They moved to Ellijay, Georiga about 1846/47 and relocated to Paris, Lamar Co., Texas about 
1867. Hettie's mother, Catherine, was born about 1781 in New Jersey and her brother J. S. O'Neal was 
born in Virginia during 1808. The family lived in Gilmer County in the 1850 and 1860 Census. If you know 
who Hettie Mahaly O’Neal’s father is or what happened to him, please email trishh6056@aol.com. 
 

Fitzsimmons: Jimmy Cochran is looking for information about Henry T. 
Fitzsimmons, 1802-1844, who discovered marble in Georgia. Who were 
Henry’s parents and where in Ireland was Henry born? If you have any 
information please email Jimmy at landscapebiz@yahoo.com. 

http://activerain.trulia.com/image_store/uploads/9/9/9/4/7/ar126979276874999.JPG 
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New Books  in  the  Genea log y  Research  Center  

BY BETTY RIDDLE 

 Set of 10 Vols. American State Papers USA 

 SW Texas Genealogy TX 

 Birth Records 1838 - 1878 TX 

 Set of 9 Vols. Georgia Co. Records GA 

 Kentucky Soldiers War of 1812 KY 

 Revolutionary Soldiers of Kentucky KY 

 The Cornstalk Militia Kentucky KY 

 Kentucky Marriages 1797 - 1854 KY 

 Kentucky Obituaries 1787 – 1854 KY 

 Surry Co. North Carolina History               NC  

 War of 1812 Veterans of Texas TX 

 East Texas Genealogy Records TX 

 Georgia’s Roster of the Revolution               GA  

 GA Citizens & Soldiers, Am. Rev.               GA  

 1807 Land Lottery of Georgia  GA 

 1820 Land Lottery of Georgia  GA 

 1821 Land Lottery of Georgia  GA 

 1827 Land Lottery of Georgia  GA 

 1832 Gold Lottery of Georgia  GA 

BY LAUREL BRENDA COCHRAN and 

HOLLYANNA HARDY WHITE 

 
 
From us to you. . .Merry Christmas! 
 
Christmas Vintage Postcard From 1904 
 
 
http://www.moodyscollectibles.com/pixfiles19/19049.jpg 



 

December: 
 11th - Society’s Christmas Luncheon, we always have a lot of fun and install our officers, so bring 

your favorite dish to the Shriner’s Building at 11 a.m. 

 12th: The library will be closed  

 26th: The library will be closed 

 29th - Take our Christmas tree down at 10 a.m. 

 Genealogy Research Center Volunteers - Fridays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.: Karen Titus, and Shirley 
Sluder  

January:  
 8th: Society Monthly Meeting, 2 p.m. Speaker: David Harper, A Family Heirloom, John D. Nelson, 

noted riffle maker, from Gilmer County. David will bring his J. D. Nelson riffle with him. 

 Genealogy Research Center Volunteers - Fridays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.: Kathy Watkins, Becky 
Burrell, Karen Titus, and Patricia Henson  

February:  
 13th: Society Monthly Meeting, 2 p.m. Speaker, TBA 

 Genealogy Research Center Volunteers - Fridays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.: Shirley Sluder, Kathy 
Watkins, Betty Riddle, and John Davis 

Bul let in  Board  
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BY LAUREL BRENDA COCHRAN  

Hollyanna and I hope that you enjoy our last edition 
of Mountain Heritage newsletter. We are handing over the 
reins to the very capable hands of Karla Duke who will be 
our new Publishing Chair. Please send your stories to Karla 
at gilmergenealogy_newsletter@yahoo.com.  
 
Our two years has been awesome and so rewarding. We 
thank the GCGSI for the opportunity to work on this 
important project. We thank all of you for helping preserve 
our heritage and keep our members informed by 
providing your wonderful stories and inspiration. 
Hollyanna and I will be members and involved in 
other ways.   

A  Mounta in  Her i tage  Thank You 

Newsletter Published By Hollyanna Hardy White  

and Laurel Brenda Cochran, Publishing Chair  

 

1972 at Amicalola Falls (l to r) Hollyanna Hardy 

White, Laurel Brenda Baker Hardy Cochran, Carla 

Hardy Johnson, and Michael Carlton Hardy 



 

We’re on the web! 

www.gcgsi.org 

Contact email: gcgs@etcmail.com 

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

 GCGSI Membership 

 First Families Application 

 Genealogical Links 

 Officers 

 

What I s  Ava i lab le  Onl ine?  

The Gilmer County Genealogical Society, Inc. 

P. O. Box 919 

Ellijay, GA 30540 

 Book Order Form 

 1834 and 1840 Census 

 Contact Information 
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