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March 17, 2020 

To Governor Inslee, Secretary of Health Wiesman, Chief Science Officer Lofy, Washing-
ton State Legislators, Senator Patty Murray, and Senator Maria Cantwell: 

Re: COVID-19 vaccine testing 

Many citizens and scientists are voicing their concerns over the way COVID-19 vaccine 
testing is being rushed. Of particular concern is: 

• the absence of extensive completed animal-model safety testing, which is necessary 
to assess product safety before being given to humans for the first time, and 

• no inert placebo control group in the very first human trial of the vaccine compound 
(NCT04283461), making its safety profile undeterminable without knowing the base-
line rate of adverse medical events in a placebo group. 

As a scientist recently testified to Congress, the COVID-19 virus is in a family of virus-
es for which vaccine development has proved dangerous, as animals receiving experi-
mental SARS vaccines were not protected but instead predisposed to more severe dis-
ease when challenged with the wild virus. While we understand the urgency behind 
the push for rapid development of a COVID-19 vaccine, proceeding with human trials 
before extensive animal testing is completed may endanger the trial participants who 
are recruited from the area where the virus is circulating, as well as the general pop-
ulation, if the vaccine is fast-tracked. 

“The concern that is extrapolated from the FIPV vaccine experience to human 
SARS-CoV vaccines is whether vaccine recipients will develop more severe dis-
ease if they are exposed to or infected with SARS-CoV after neutralizing anti-
body titers decline. The second concern is whether recipients of a SARSCoV 
vaccine would be at risk of developing pulmonary immunopathology following 
infection with an unrelated human coronavirus e.g. 229E, OC43, HKU1 or NL63 
that usually causes mild, self limited disease. Although findings from preclinical 
evaluation have revealed these concerns, studies in animal models may not be 
able to provide data to confirm or allay these concerns.” 

Animal models for SARS and MERS coronaviruses 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4550498 

Please take action to ensure needed animal testing is completed, that human trials 
include inert-placebo control groups before licensing, and that caution is heeded. 

https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04283461


Public trust in vaccine products is at an all-time low. Failure to ensure that trials on 
any COVID-19 vaccine product are conducted ethically and thoroughly will further 
erode trust. 

Bernard D. Goldstein, Professor Emeritus  with the University of Pittsburgh Graduate 
School of Public Health, wrote: 

“The core maxim of the precautionary principle is that an action should not be 
taken when there is scientific uncertainty about its potential impact. We in 
public health must recognize that the precautionary principle applies to our 
own actions, that when a public health action is proposed, the burden of proof
—to ensure that all risks and consequences are taken into account—rests on us 
just as surely as it rests on others.” 

The Precautionary Principle Also Applies to Public Health Actions 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1446778/ 

Pandemics of novel pathogens require immediate focus on prophylactic and treatment 
therapeutics to protect as many as possible from infection and to minimize loss of 
life. Recovery protocols, such as Vitamin C infusions and chloroquine, are saving lives 
worldwide; plasma therapy must begin as soon as available . Links to studies on 1

known options can be found in Dr. Lyons-Weiler's article cited below, and information 
about a broad range of protective therapeutics is available from many sources. There 
are options for everyone. 

There is growing concern that social-distancing alone is not enough. China utilized 
both distancing and therapeutics and have brought their cases under control in a re-
markably short period of time. We appreciate all the hard work Public Health has 
been doing, but we are afraid that without greatly increasing therapeutic interven-
tions, the outbreak could go on for many months. 

We have ties with a national community of health practitioners and scientists who fo-
cus on therapeutics for prevention and healing, and who are actively participating in 
or following the most current science. In this unprecedented and difficult time, we 
offer our help. 

Sincerely, 

The Board and members of Informed Choice WA 

contact@informedchoicewa.org  

 https://www.dailywire.com/news/report-plasma-therapy-showing-excellent-results-against-1

coronavirus

 
Scientific Integrity ◦ Healthy Immunity ◦ Informed Consent

https://www.dailywire.com/news/report-plasma-therapy-showing-excellent-results-against-coronavirus
https://www.dailywire.com/news/report-plasma-therapy-showing-excellent-results-against-coronavirus
https://www.dailywire.com/news/report-plasma-therapy-showing-excellent-results-against-coronavirus


References:


Ahmed SS, Volkmuth W, Duca J. Antibodies to influenza nucleoprotein cross-react with human hypocre-
tin receptor 2. Sci Transl Med. 2015 Jul 1;7(294):294ra105. doi: 10.1126/scitranslmed.aab2354. 

Agrawal AS, Tao X, Algaissi A. Immunization with inactivated Middle East Respiratory Syndrome coro-
navirus vaccine leads to lung immunopathology on challenge with live virus. Hum Vaccin Immunother. 
2016 Sep;12(9):2351-6. doi: 10.1080/21645515.2016.1177688. Epub 2016 Jun 7. 

Boodman, E. 2020. Researchers rush to test coronavirus vaccine in people without knowing how well it 
works in animals STAT https://www.statnews.com/2020/03/11/researchers-rush-to-start-moderna-coron-
avirus-vaccine-trial-without-usual-animal-testing/ 

Deming D, Sheahan T, Heise M. 2006. Vaccine efficacy in senescent mice challenged with recombinant 
SARS-CoV bearing epidemic and zoonotic spike variants. PLoS Med. 2006 Dec;3(12):e525. 

Gretebeck, Lisa M, and Kanta Subbarao. “Animal models for SARS and MERS coronaviruses.” Current 
opinion in virology vol. 13 (2015): 123-9. doi:10.1016/j.coviro.2015.06.009 

Laguipo, Angela Betsaida B. “Could Rushing a Coronavirus Vaccine Cause More Harm?” News, 12 Mar. 
2020, www.news-medical.net/news/20200312/Could-rushing-a-coronavirus-vaccine-cause-
more-harm.aspx. 

Lanese, N. 2020.Researchers fast-track coronavirus vaccine by skipping key animal testing first. Live-
Science https://www.livescience.com/amp/coronavirus-vaccine-trial-no-animal-testing.html 

Lyons-Weiler, et al. “How the COVID-19 Pandemic Will End.” Jameslyonsweiler.com, 16 Mar. 2020, 
jameslyonsweiler.com/2020/03/15/how-the-covid-19-pandemic-will-end/ 

“Moderna Ships MRNA Vaccine Against Novel Coronavirus (MRNA-1273) for Phase 1 Study.” Moder-
na, Inc., investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/moderna-ships-mrna-
vaccine-against-novel-coronavirus-mrna-1273. 

“Safety and Immunogenicity Study of 2019-NCoV Vaccine (MRNA-1273) to Prevent SARS-CoV-2 In-
fection - Full Text View.” Full Text View - ClinicalTrials.gov, clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NC-
T04283461 

Tetro, JA 2020. Is COVID-19 receiving ADE from other coronaviruses? Microbes and Infection 22:72-73. 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1286457920300344 

Weingartl H, Czub M, Czub S, Immunization with modified vaccinia virus Ankara-based recombinant 
vaccine against severe acute respiratory syndrome is associated with enhanced hepatitis in ferrets. J Virol. 
2004 Nov;78(22):12672-6. 

Yong, Chean Yeah, et al. “Recent Advances in the Vaccine Development Against Middle East Respiratory 
Syndrome-Coronavirus.” Frontiers in Microbiology, Frontiers Media S.A., 2 Aug. 2019, 
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6688523/. 

 
Scientific Integrity ◦ Healthy Immunity ◦ Informed Consent

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26136476
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5027702/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/03/11/researchers-rush-to-start-moderna-coronavirus-vaccine-trial-without-usual-animal-testing/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/03/11/researchers-rush-to-start-moderna-coronavirus-vaccine-trial-without-usual-animal-testing/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/03/11/researchers-rush-to-start-moderna-coronavirus-vaccine-trial-without-usual-animal-testing/
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.0030525
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4550498/
http://www.news-medical.net/news/20200312/Could-rushing-a-coronavirus-vaccine-cause-more-harm.aspx
http://www.news-medical.net/news/20200312/Could-rushing-a-coronavirus-vaccine-cause-more-harm.aspx
http://www.news-medical.net/news/20200312/Could-rushing-a-coronavirus-vaccine-cause-more-harm.aspx
https://www.livescience.com/amp/coronavirus-vaccine-trial-no-animal-testing.html
http://jameslyonsweiler.com/2020/03/15/how-the-covid-19-pandemic-will-end/
http://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/moderna-ships-mrna-vaccine-against-novel-coronavirus-mrna-1273
http://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/moderna-ships-mrna-vaccine-against-novel-coronavirus-mrna-1273
http://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases/news-release-details/moderna-ships-mrna-vaccine-against-novel-coronavirus-mrna-1273
http://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04283461
http://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT04283461
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC525089/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC525089/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6688523/

	References:

