
 

  

 

Your Church Staff 
Supply Pastor Phil Gustafson 
pastorphil@qwestoffice.net 
Lorraine Miller, Organist 
dr_ltm@cox.net 
Kristen Wood Admin. Secretary 
sodsecretary@qwestoffice.net 
Sue Jordan Admin. Assistant 
shepherdofthedes@qwestoffice.net 
Victor Lozano, Custodian 
Contact the church staff at  
623-933-1359 

Mission: "Created, Redeemed and Called by 
God, we reach out to all, by sharing our gifts 
and he unconditional love of Jesus."  

Vision:  “To be an intergenerational 

congregation that puts the Love of Christ into 
action from one generation to another and 
from our community to our world".  

Our Worship service is now on Facebook and You-
tube if you would like to watch Worship just 
search Shepherd of the desert Sun City or check 
out our website @ shepherdofthedesertelca.org 

Your Church Council 
 
Council President-Susan Launder  
Vice President-David Christensen  
Council Secretary-Jessica Goodwin 
Council Member-Karen Gangelhoff  
Council Member-Kris SImons 
Council Member-Rob Thirkell 
 
If you would like to contact a council  
member please contact the church 
office  
at 623-933-1359 
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Shepherd of the Desert Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Shepherds Staff Newsletter 

 

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint 
[Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one an-
other, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very 
large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and 
they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; 
he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you 
will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing 
to anyone, for they were afraid. – Mark 16:1-8 
 
At our Easter Service we will hear Mark’s story of Easter this year.  As I was reading this account I was struck with a part of the story I never 
before considered.  The women going to a sealed tomb (with a large stone rolled in front of the cave entrance to properly care for the corpse 
of Jesus).  They knew the tomb was sealed, yet they took their spices and ointments with them early that morning to “do their duty” “show 
their love”.  They knew it would be difficult to care for that beaten, tortured corpse, but they still intended to care for it.  Note who was not do-
ing anything, but hiding, none of Jesus closest friends are in this story.   
 
Acts of love, falling one’s sense of honor and duty, may bring one to new things, to doing that which others may not choose to do.   
 
Then they discuss the impossibility of their mission.  The tomb was sealed with a large stone, rolled into a grooved place, probably over a ton 
in weight – impossible for a few women to move.  “Who will move the stone away?”  Some looking at impossible obstacles will give up, but 
these women went forward somehow trusting that they could accomplish the impossible because of their love and duty. 
 
Then they discover with joy and wonder that the stone has been rolled away and they hear the greatest of all news, the one they loved, the 
one they mourned is risen!  The corpse is gone!  They are invited to confirm for themselves what the stranger in the tomb tells them. 
 
What obstacles, what figurative large stones, are blocking you from carrying out your love?  Keeping you from your faithful duty?  Scripture 
says, “With God nothing is impossible.”  Whatever the obstacle is God seeks for you to overcome it to carry out God’s mission for you of love. 
 
Now more than a year into this pandemic, with all the changes and challenges we all and each have faced.  The impossibility of many things 

for us to live with or overcome.  The barriers of restriction (many for good reasons of safety) that have impacted our lives – have they stopped 
you from fulfilling the call of love – of God and of neighbor? 
 
 

            Pastor’s letter cont. next page. 



             

 
 
 
 

Every 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month 6:00 pm-7:00 pm 
Healthy Living does not meet on the second and fourth Tuesday of the 

month. Contact David Christensen for more info or call the church office.  
623-933-1359 

We will hear in each of the seven weeks of Easter the joy and wonder of what the resurrection meant to 
those around Jesus.  Even learning how they respond when this truth becomes an experience.  The truth 
that changes everything.  The truth that opens new pathways to go and ways to follow. 
 
With Easter we will begin the journey of transition to calling a new pastor for Shepherd of the Desert.  Part of 
that process will be self-study, part of it will be facing challenges and obstacles and overcoming them – 
maybe nothing as impossible as rolling a one ton stone from a grooved path, but learning new ways of doing 
things, or re-establishing old ways  of doing things. (“Don’t fix what ain’t broke” my Dad and his father taught 
me at a young age). 
 
Using a hybrid of in-person meetings/gatherings and video technology/phone calls I am hoping to begin 
meeting with members and friends this month to hear your stories, your hopes and dreams, so I can better 
guide us in this time of transition.   
 
I am hoping to explore three ministries that are not active presently to see if there is interest in rebuilding 
them.  Stephen’s Ministries, Men’s Group, and Women’s Group have all been strengths in Shepherd of the 
Desert’s past and may be a path to follow in the future.  There are other ministries of strength for us to build 
upon and even new ministries for us to explore.   
 
When opportunities present themselves let us follow the footsteps of those women and walk in love and faith 
this Easter season! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Phil 



Worship this Month 

Maundy Thursday –April 1  
Lessons: Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; Corinthians11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31b-35  
Sermon Theme:  The Doxology of the Lord’s Prayer  
Hymn of the Day “Where charity and love prevail”  ELW359      

 
Good Friday—April 2  

Lessons: Luke 23:33-38; Luke 23:39-43; John 19:25-27; Matthew 27:45-46; John 19:28-29; John 19:30; Luke 
23:44-46 
 The service will focus on reflections of the seven last words of Christ. 

  

Easter Vigil -- April 3, 4:00 pm  

Lessons:  Genesis 1:1-2:4a Creation; Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13 Flood; Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

Deliverance at the Red Sea; Isaiah 55:1-11 Salvation freely offered to all; Ezekiel 37:1-14 Valley of the dry 

bones; Isaiah 61:1-4, 9-11 Clothed in the garments of salvation; Romans 6:3-11 Dying and rising with Christ; 

John 20:1-18 Seeing the risen Christ 

Sermon: “A Rising Hope” 
Hymns Include:  The Strife is O’er, The Battle Done 

  
Resurrection of Our Lord  April 4 

Lessons:  Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Mark 16:1-8 
Sermon:  A Rising Hope 
Hymns Include:  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
 

 Second Sunday of Easter April 10 & 11 
Amen. 
Lessons:  Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133; 1 John 1:1—2:2; John 20:19-31 
Sermon: “Faith After Doubt”      
Hymn of the Day “O sons and daughters, let us sing”    ELW 386 
 

Third Sunday of Easter April 17& 18 
Lessons: Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4;1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36-48  
Sermon: “Opening the Mind”    
Hymn of the Day      “Lord, you give the great commission” ELW 579 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter   April 24 & 25 
60th Anniversary of the founding of Shepherd of the Desert 

During worship this weekend we will celebrate the 60th anniversary of the founding of Shepherd of the Desert 
(April 30, 1961) with special observances. 
Lessons: Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18 
Sermon: “The Good Shepherd of the Desert and our hearts”     
Hymn of the Day “ The King of Love My Shepherd is” ELW 502 
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Council Meeting Highlights and Financials President Susan Launder 

Hello Church Members, 

As we continue on our journey in 2021, I would like to take time to reflect on things that have happened in the past few months. We continue to mourn 

and grieve the lost of Pastor Daniel and I hope many of you are able to come to the Memorial service on March 30th to share with the Defassio family. 

We are so thankful for Pastor Phil, stepping up first as our Supply Pastor, and then accepting the Interim Pastor role. His leadership will help guide us 

forward during our transition time and we will need everyone’s help in the future as we do our ministry assessment for the needs of Shepherd of the 

Desert.  

As you will see, we are adding Council Meeting Highlights and Monthly Financial Information in our Newsletter to keep everyone aware of what is hap-

pening at Church Council meetings. We had a great retreat with council members, lay assistants and staff early in March. We will be communicating 

our action plans from the retreat in the near future. 

In case you did not know – Shepherd of the Desert will be celebrating its 60th Anniversary on April 30th. Plans are underway on how to celebrate this 

event with our current CDC restrictions.  

We have been continuing our journey during this time of lent with the study of the Lord’s Prayer at our Lenten services, and our Saturday/Sunday 

services we have been hearing about the covenants God made with his people: Noah, Abraham, Israelites and Jeremiah. God promised Jeremiah that a 

“new covenant” that will allow all the people to know God by heart. Jeremiah 31:34: No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 

“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 

sin no more. 

I hope to see you at our Easter services as we remember the greatest sacrifice and gift of love that God gave us – His only son – that we too shall 

have eternal life.  

Susan Launder, Church Council President. 

Council Meeting Highlights: 

January 2021: 

Barb Collins has submitted resignation as treasurer – will put out a call to congregation 

Discussed safety measures: Masks are strongly recommended to be worn at church, if unable to wear masks – individuals are asked to sit in 

transept area of church 

Pastor Phil will continue on as Supply Pastor at this time 

Vandalism occurred to one bus – catalytic converter was stolen from one bus – cost to replace $900. Other bus needed fuel pump replaced at a 

cost of $800 

February 2021: 

Council met with our Transition Coach Pastor Pat Reed to explain process going forward to search for new pastor 

Signed Interim Contract with Pastor Phil Gustafson 

Beginning plans for Shepherd of the Desert’s 60th Anniversary on April 30, 2021 

Church Council retreat with Lay Ministers and Staff will take place on March 5 th and 6th, 2021 

Grant money has been received to cover cost of AV equipment for Sanctuary, Founder’s Room and Walton’s Hall – project will be completed 

Dalene Depelsmaeker is our new treasurer 

 

 

 



Financial Update: 

 

January:     2021       2020 

 Income: 

Offerings: $10,703.10  $13,784.45 

  Other Income: $  1,770.76  $  1,769.43 

  Total:  $12,473.86  $15,553.88 

 Expenses: 

  Total:  $36,245.97  $22,172.73 

 Net Income:               ($23,772.11)  ($ 6,618.85) 

Offerings were down $3,000 from prior year. Expenses include paying out all benefits owed to Pastor Daniel (including 5 weeks of PTO), 

Repairs to buses, One-half year insurance premium. 

 

A call to the members of our congregation: We are looking to start a Stewardship Committee at Shepherd of the Desert – if you are 

able to participate please contact the church office.  

 

     Worship Ministry and Worship 

Ministry 

 Installed power line adapter for Ethernet equipment. 

 New Water Heater installed.  

 Ongoing rental with JLVV church. 

 Working on quotes for a high speed internet possibly switching from current provider. 

 Ongoing supervision of custodian (possible new contract in future). 

 Welcome to our new church Treasurer Dalene Depelsmaeker! 

Worship 

 Easter is here and we are starting to expand our worship time with more music and more festive worship. 

 Starting on April 7, 2021 we are restarting our weekly Bible Study it will be Tuesday’s at 2:00 pm and Thursday’s at 6:00 pm 

 We are continuing to follow the CDC procedures in the services as well as the classes.  

Mission  

 The Pancake Breakfast remains very popular and at the end of February we served 110 meals. 

 Shepherd of the Desert began a water drive early in March and there are already 10 cases of water, or just over 220 bottles. We are 

calling it the “Wall of Water Drive” and it will run through Easter.  

 The Vine Church is continuing to use Walton Hall for its ministry. 

 The After School Program continues to serve children, although it is in the Zoom format. As in person learning begins in the schools    

 perhaps we can anticipate the joyful noise of children returning to our campus. 

 

 



April: Navajo Evangelical Lutheran Mission, Rock Point, AZ exists to connect diverse com-

munities to the needs of the Navajo people by creating a safe environment where the values of 

education, culture and spiritual formation are accessible to all people. 

Mission Moments 

April 2021 

      Easter is upon us and for me it is the most glorious of all seasons because my sin, and the shame I have felt 

because of it, are washed away. I confess that I didn’t always felt that way, that the burdens of guilt and shame 

drew me away from the loving arms of Jesus. 

      In my college years I began a journey on a path toward the ministry. Because of my own self-doubt it was a 

journey I would never complete. How could this all powerful God want me, an ardent sinner, hanging out in 

Heaven, much less attending to the spiritual needs of His people. 

      My brother John (a former pastor) and I used to joke about who had the higher educational degree in the 

areas of guilt and shame. We both claimed multiple doctorates in those subjects, having been well trained by a 

mother we both dearly loved. 

      Now I would ask that you journey with me to the foot of the cross. Hanging there so many years ago our 

Savior, Christ Jesus, sent out a plea to us to lay down our burdens of guilt and shame. He pleads with us now to 

shed our self-doubt and reach out to His waiting arms; then walking hand in hand journey with Him into eternity. 

Dear sisters and brothers I will see you there, in Heaven, because he has prepared a place for us. 

Shoppers must register their Fry’s VIP card and designate SOD as 

the “Rewards” recipient by  using the SOD NPO # 82471. The last 

statement was 21 households gave $51.43 

The price is right...FREE!!!!! Come enjoy breakfast the last 

Saturday of each month from 8:00 am to 10:00 am Satur-

day April 24th This will be a drive-up take-out due to 

COVID-19 precautions. 




