
 

  

 

Your Church Staff 
Supply Pastor Phil Gustafson 
Lorraine Miller, Organist 
sodorganist@qwestoffice.net 
Kristen Wood Admin. Secretary 
sodsecretary@qwestoffice.net 
Sue Jordan Admin. Assistant 
shepherdofthedes@qwestoffice.net 
Victor Lozano, Custodian 
Contact the church staff at  
623-933-1359 
 

Mission: "Created, Redeemed and Called by 
God, we reach out to all, by sharing our gifts 
and he unconditional love of Jesus."  

Vision:  “To be an intergenerational 

congregation that puts the Love of Christ into 
action from one generation to another and 
from our community to our world".  

Our Worship service is now on Facebook and You-
tube if you would like to watch Worship just 
search Shepherd of the desert Sun City or check 
out our website @ shepherdofthedesertelca.org 

Your Church Council 
 
Council President-Susan Launder  
Vice President-David Christensen  
Council Secretary-Jessica Goodwin 
Council Member-Karen Gangelhoff  
Council Member-Kris SImons 
Council Member-Rob Thirkell 
 
If you would like to contact a council  
member please contact the church 
office  
at 623-933-1359 

February & March 2021 

Shepherd of the Desert Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Shepherds Staff Newsletter 

On Ash Wednesday the Gospel reading ends with these words:  “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where 

thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consume and where thieves do not break in and steal.  

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Mat. 6:19-21 NRSV) 

These words have taken on new meaning for us since offered last Ash Wednesday, as our world view is much different.  A lot of what we took for granted is some-

thing we can no longer do.  Things we thought secure, may not have been so in what we have experienced. 

I am privileged by God’s grace to be with you at this time to assist as Pastor Daniel was ill and unable to lead as Pastor and will continue to assist as we journey 

forward from his death.  I retired last April from parish ministry in Holyoke, MA and moved to Sun City to be near one of my sons and his family along with my wife 

Sandy.  My oldest son and family live in Katy, Texas and my daughter lives in Paris, Ohio. 

I knew Pastor Daniel from a time that we served near each other near Pittsburgh, PA and was delighted to learn that Shepherd of the Desert was offering in-

person worship.  Some of you have seen me at the Saturday afternoon worship and a few Sunday morning services. 

When I learned of Pastor Daniel’s hospitalization I offered to assist anyway that I can until such time as he can return.  The Bishop’s office authorized me to be the 

“stated pulpit supply” and with Council endorsement am seeking to do that.  There will probably be a continuing role for me during this difficult time.  As that be-

comes known it will be shared with all. 

I have served parishes in Western PA (born and raised in Erie, PA), Western MA, Vermont, Missouri (pastor-developer and pastor), Western PA & Holyoke, MA over 

41 years in ministry.  I am also a life coach with ICF Accreditation as a PCC and can teach NLP (Neuro-Linguistic Programming),  My hobbies include Golf, Fishing, 

and Chess. 

As I can assist the leadership of Shepherd of the Desert and assist Shepherd of the Desert through this time of transition, I will 

seek to do so.  I can be reached through the church office or through my cell phone at 413-636-4656. 

Despite the treasures we had that are not feeling safe, know that the treasures of God’s love are treasures that cannot be con-

sumed by others or stolen from you.  Allow your heart in these uncertain times find itself focused on the true treasure of God’s 

gracious love!   

This truth can sustain us in our grief and our questions about the future. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Phil 



     Council President Susan Launder 

Hello Church Members, 

We all began 2021 with high hopes for a better year.  And certainly, with the availability of the COVID vaccine becoming available, it brings with it even greater 

hopes that things will someday return to “normal”.  

As we have learned in our bible readings, we are on a journey, and God has prepared a path for us to follow, just as he once did for the Israelites. And as Pastor 

Phil shared with us in a recent sermon, having hope for something to change for the better, with the faith that God will help us make that change and knowing 

the God loves us most, is what makes this journey doable.  

On January 22, Pastor Daniel entered the Church Triumphant after a short illness. As a church family we need time to grieve and process our lost. As we look at 

the path ahead of us with uncertainty, we are very grateful for Pastor Phil Gustafson, who is helping us out with services at this time as a supply pastor. The 

church council is working closely with Bishop Hutterer and our appointed Transition Coach Pastor Pat Reed on approving the interim pastor. God does provide 

for his children and Shepherd of the Desert. “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will 

uphold you with my righteous right hand”. – Isaiah 41:10 

The season of Lent will begin February 17, 2021 with Ash Wednesday. As Christians, this is the time of preparation for Easter. The 40 days of Lent imitate Jesus 

Christ’s fasting in the wilderness before he began his public ministry. It is a time you may give something up; attend Lenten services; and set goals for yourself 

to help those in need. We hope to see you at these services if you feel comfortable attending in person, otherwise please go to our website where you may view 

these services online.  

As the Shepherd of the Desert family, let us begin our 2021 journey with HOPE for our future; with FAITH that God has set forth our path to follow; and knowing 

we are LOVED every step of the way. 

Please continue to stay safe – face mask (if able), physical distancing, handwashing, and stay home if you are ill. I look forward to seeing you in church.  

Susan Launder, Church Council President 

    Ministry February & March Jeff Hansen & Judy Yates 

It has been a stressful month as we worried about Pastor Daniel in the hospital and then finally his passing January 22nd.  His absence has left a 

huge hole in everything that we do.   

Fortunately, we have had Pastor Phil Gustafson worshipping with us these past few months and he was able and willing to cover our worship ser-

vices as a fill in, soon to be appointed Interim, for as long as needed.  Pastor Phil is a true asset that will guide the congregation while allowing us 

to grieve our loss at our own pace. If you would like a time to talk to Pastor Phil, please indicate that on the sign in sheets and we can set an ap-

pointment time with you. 

There was an expenditure for the water heater in Walton Hall.  It was necessary to replace it and at the same time make a few basic changes 

to bring it up to the current building code. 

A catalytic converter was stolen from one of the buses before a neighbor scared the thief away, but that was an unexpected expense. 

Items were taken out of the sheds behind Walton Hall.  We installed padlocks and then someone has taken bolt cutters and cut the locks off 

the sheds, another unexpected expense. 

FYI:  Notary Service is available in the main office for church members.  Please call 623 933-1359 to make an appointment with Judy. 

We are here to assist you, please connect with us by: 

Phone:  623 933-1359 

FaceBook:  Shepherd of the Desert Lutheran, Sun City Web Page:  www.shepherdofthedesertelca.org 

Don’t forget we are looking for volunteers:  Weekly donation counters (you would sign up for once a month on Mondays), Assisting in office (you 

would pick a morning or afternoon once a week for misc duties) 

http://www.shepherdofthedesertelca.org


Mission Moments February 2021 

      Here we are already at February, the month the secular world associates with love, Valentine’s Day and sales of cards and candy and roses. I would remind 

you that less than two months earlier we celebrated the birth of the Christ Child, the greatest gift the world has ever known. But I would challenge you, “Do you love 

and truly appreciate the gift you have been given?” 

      While the secular world turns its thoughts to celebrations like Shrove Tuesday, popularly referred to as “Fat Tuesday,” a time given to indulgence in food, drink 

and parties, like Mardi Gras. On the day following “Fat Tuesday,” we will turn our focus on “Ash Wednesday” to the time of Lent; a time of contemplation of Christ’s 

gift to all mankind. We are reminded of the gift in John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten son ,..” As we begin our contemplation of the 

wonderful gift of love shown by God and expressed through the birth, life and death of Christ Jesus, let our focus turn outward to those who do not know the great 

value of the gift, or perhaps have not heard of Jesus.  

As Christ himself reminded us there are but two commandments, to love God with all your heart, and the second, to love our ne ighbor. Christ died for your 

neighbor, your friend and even the stranger, perhaps the stranger you will meet today. I love you all and I remind you that God loves you unconditionally, no matter 

who or what the world thinks of you! Thank you God and thank you Jesus, Amen!   

            Mission Moments March 2021 

 We are into the season of Lent and I would challenge you to use the time for deeper introspection, prayer and learning about the person of Christ. In Luke 

chapter 3, verses 46 through 49 we learn something about Jesus as a boy, his devotion to God the Father.  In the closing chapters of the Book of John (12 through 

20) we learn of Jesus the man, his relationship to the Father and the Holy Spirit. Then in Luke 22 we learn of Christ’s relationship to us as Savior.  

Toward the end of March (March 27th) persons of the Jewish faith and others celebrate the festival of Pesach (Passover). The celebration commemorates  the 

emancipation of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. Christ as a devote Jew celebrated the festival of Passover. From mid-day the day before Passover the devote 

Jews rid themselves and their whole household of Chametz, any leavened grain in food or drink. 

 During this mid-Lenten period we too can prepare our hearts and minds to celebrate the victory that is ours through Christ. It is a wonderful time to rid our 

homes, our lives and our very selves from the Chametz of sin. The season of Spring has arrived and an all-out Spring Cleaning, searching out and destroying sin in 

our lives, can begin. Jesus Christ the Savior is here to help us rid our lives of slavery to sin. 

David Hargreaves Assistant for Missions 

      

    Worship February & March 2021 

 Ash Wednesday services February 17th at 10:30 am and 6:30 pm 

 Midweek Lenten Services start February  24th at 10:30 am and 6:30 pm  

 Palm Sunday March 28th, Maundy Thursday April 1, Good Friday April 2, Easter Vigil, Easter Saturday April 3, and Easter April 4th. For more details 

see enclosed Worship booklet 

 We are going to be starting Bible Studies back up after Easter continuing with Understanding the New Testament. Tuesday’s at 2:00 pm and 

Wednesday’s at 6:00 pm More details to follow. 

 We are in need of assisting ministers and Lectors please contact Chuck Hyland or Ceil Heatherly if interested.  

Chuck Hyland 

Assistant for Worship 

February Since 1952, The Phoenix Rescue  Mission has been a place of hope, providing Christ-

centered, life-transforming  solutions to men, women, and children in our community struggling with homeless-

ness, addiction, and trauma.  Please remember the mission and their guests with your prayers and offerings. 

March Prayers and Offerings in the month of September. Pan de Vida is our recipient this month for our spe-

cial offerings. This small community church specializes in tending to the spiritual needs of our Hispanic 

neighbors. Pan de Vida is led by Pastor Mitch Eichmann.  



             Healthy Living    

Every 1st &3rd Tuesday of the month 6:00 pm-7:00 pm 

Healthy Living does not meet on the second and fourth Tues-
day of the month. Contact David Christensen for more info or 
call the church office. 623-933-1359 

Best Pancakes in Sun City 

 The price is right…. FREE!!!!! Come enjoy breakfast the last 

Saturday of each month from 8:00 am-10:00 am  Saturday 

February 27th and March 27th This will be a drive up / 

take out due to COVID-19 precautions.  

 Midweek Lenten Services Wednesday’s at  

 10:30 am and 6:30pm 

The Lord’s Prayer 

February 24th: 

 Hallowed be Thy Name, Thy Kingdom come. 

March 3:  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

March 10:  

Give us this day our daily bread. 

March 17:  

And Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. 

March 24:  

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

Memorial  for Rev. Dr. Daniel Defassio Tuesday 

March 30th at 2:00 pm Bishop Deborah Hutterer 

from the Grand Canyon Synod is officiating. 

Please RSVP by calling the church office so we 

know how many to accommodate. Thank you. 

Ash Wednesday Services 

 February 17th 10:30am & 6:30pm 


