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¾” Smart Valve at Four-Plex in Sudbury 

Installation Date:  August 15, 2019 

GSU Water Meter # 0000069481 

Average Water Usage (May 27th - Aug 21st):   0.8127 Cubic Meters (M3) / Day 

Reference Attached Corresponding Water Bills 

Read Dates Billing 

Days 

Usage 

in M3 

Rate per M3 for 

Water, Sewer and 

Fixed Water Charge 

Total Water Bill Usage Per 

Day in M3 

Percentage In 

Usage 

Reduction  

Monthly Average 

Savings Not 

Including Rate Hike 

Aug. 21 – Sept 25 35 20 $6.31 $126.23 0.5714 29.7% $40.03 

Jul 25 – Aug 21 27 22 $5.52 $121.42 0.8148 N/A N/A 

Jun 21 – Jul 25 34 28 $5.51 $154.41 0.8235   

May 27 – Jun 21 25 20 $5.55 $111.07 0.8   

 











 

Water rate hikes to slow in Sudbury 
The average yearly water bill will go up from $1,277 in 2019 to $2,047 in 2039 

Mary Katherine Keown 

Published on: June 6, 2019 | Last Updated: June 6, 2019 2:21 AM EDT 

COMMENTPRINT  

Water and wastewater increases will drop to 4.8 per cent annually, city council’s finance committee has 
decided. 

In order to close the infrastructure gap, Jim Bruzzese of BMA Management Consulting Inc. 

recommended the city impose a 4.8 per cent water/wastewater hike over 20 years (through to 2039). 

Currently, residents are on a 10-year sustainability plan that includes an annual increase of 7.4 per cent. 

Bruzzese said this rate “was recommended to balance closing the infrastructure gap to support 
sustainability with ratepayer affordability.” 

The strategy, Bruzzese said, is to balance revenue with affordability, since no new debt is forecasted for 

the next decade. 

“The last thing you want is a lot of volatility in your tax rates,” he told councillors. “Right now there’s an 

infrastructure gap in the water and wastewater areas and we want to help ensure that infrastructure gap 
doesn’t grow.” 

At a 4.8 per cent rate increase, the average yearly water bill for Sudbury households will go up from 

$1,277 in 2019 to $2,047 in 2039. 

“The strategy is to gradually increase contributions to the reserves to develop a financially sustainable 

base upon which assets and infrastructure can be replaced on a timely basis,” he said during his 
presentation. “Based on affordability, a 20-year plan is recommended. By 2039, the annual contribution 

will be equal to the required annual contributions, as identified in the master plan.” 

Bruzzese warned councillors the cost of replacement and repair is expected to rise over the next 10 years. 

In 2019 for example, 40 per cent of the water operating budget supports capital replacement. By 2029, 
that number will swell to 49 per cent. Likewise, in 2019, 46 per cent of the operating budget supported the 

replacement of wastewater infrastructure, compared to 54 per cent 10 years from now. 

But in general, he said long-term planning will help support and maintain the fitness of Sudbury’s water 

and wastewater services. 

“We forecast positive reserve balances, low levels of debt and sustainable cash flows,” Bruzzese said. 

“The overall position for water and wastewater is healthy, based on existing and known changes we’ve 
incorporated into the long-range plan.” 

Ward 1 Coun. Mark Signoretti was not convinced. Because the city instituted a 7.4 per cent increase for a 

few years and is now dropping that to 4.8 per cent, he wondered if it was simply an attempt to 

“desensitize” customers and make this increase seem more palatable. 

“Amortizing it over a longer time frame is no different than what they did with hydro,” he said. “It looks 
better, but in the long run you end up paying more.” 

But Bruzzese reminded council they can choose any rate they want for water and wastewater services. He 

added, however, the province requires a long-term plan from municipalities that shows how the service 

will transition from taxpayers to users of the system. 

The 7.4 per cent increase the city imposed a few years ago has generated enough revenue to fund capital 
projects for the next decade. That means introducing a 4.8 per cent hike has become a viable option, 

Bruzzese said. 

Despite Signoretti’s objections, council voted to approve the new rate structure. 
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