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 What do Fifth, Sixth and Eighth Graders normally do upon entering the classroom? 

Proceed quietly to your desk with books and materials required for work in Room 7, which includes pre-sharpened 

pencils, graph paper, text book, homework, fully charged iPads (Grades 6 and 8 only), and a book, or magazine to 

read in the event you finish all your work.  As you enter, identify any particular problem from the previous night’s 

homework that you would like to review by writing its number on the side board.  This is not the time to explain to 

the teacher why you did not do the homework (see below).  If you have a note from home, place it in the “student in-

basket” on the teacher’s desk (this is the same place “absent” work should be placed).  Be seated and quietly 

complete the assignment or follow the directions posted in the front center of the room or on the white board to one 

side.  Make sure your homework is out and available for correction.  
 

 What do Seventh Graders normally do when first entering the classroom in the morning? 

Unload un-needed books to the cubby provided you.  Make sure you have your fully charged iPad available at your 

desk.  Gather up those materials you need for morning classes in Room 8 and place them on your desk in 

anticipation of shifting classrooms.  Stow backpacks and unneeded outerwear on a hook in the “cloakroom.”  No 

later than the 0750 bell signaling the start of class, be seated and quietly complete the assignment or follow the 

directions posted in the front center of the room or on a white board to the side.  If nothing is posted, read or work 

on assignments due in the future. YOU start the class---not the bell, and not the teacher! 
 

 What if I need to use the restroom or get a drink of water after class has started? 

 Sorry, you should have thought about that before class started.  Emergencies will be handled separately. 
 

 What do I do if I have a question during a lesson being presented by the teacher?   

Raise your hand and ask that question when called upon!  Although there may be inappropriate questions, there are 

no dumb questions.  If your question arises during an in-class assignment or test, and you believe the question is of 

immediate importance to everyone, raise your hand normally and I will call upon you and attempt to answer your 

question. 
 

 What do I do if I need personal help during the course of an assignment.... e.g., you don’t understand the material or the 

question being asked? 

 Raise your hand in a fist and the teacher will come to your desk. 
 

 What if I need to sharpen my pencil after class has started? 

 You should have thought about that before class started (or brought a sharpener with you), but if you need to 

otherwise use the sharpeners in the classroom, raise the pencil in the air just as if you were asking a question! 
 

 What do I do if I finish my classroom assignment early? 

 If you haven’t been provided other instructions, do XtraMath, Khan Academy, IXL, or read a book of your own 

choosing that you have brought to school with you.  Do the homework for this class. 

 

 How are my grades computed? 

Grades are computed on a “total points” basis, rather than as many teachers compute them using weighted averages.  

Basically, what you see is what you get.  Point values are established for each assignment.  All the points you 

achieve are added up and divided by the total number of points available.  Your simple average is your percentage 

for the quarter.  Check Option “C” regularly to see how you’re doing.  I like to grade work and return it quickly. 
 

 How do I format my papers for this class?  

 Unless otherwise directed, place student number in the extreme upper left hand corner of the paper.  Place name, 

date due, and subject in the upper right hand corner.  On the line after the subject place the title of the assignment 

aligned to the left margin and the actual assignment to the right.   For example: 
 

 7-3                                                                                                                                                                                     Gabby Collier 

                                                         15 September 2013 

Math 

Homework                                                                                                                                                                               p135, #6-10 

           
More specific guidance regarding expectations for math assignments (all grades) and vocabulary  assignments 

(seventh grade only) is provided separately.  
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 What is Mr. Curry’s homework policy?                                                                                                                              

One of the most important responsibilities for middle school students to learn is that of meeting deadlines.   

Homework is assigned on a daily basis and a due date is always assigned.  Homework assignments are provided 

orally, are written on the board in the classroom, and will be recorded on Option C no later than 5pm on the date 

assigned.  This allows those in attendance as well as absent students and their parents (or guardians) the opportunity 

to check for homework outside of the classroom.  Meanwhile, Option C serves as a permanent record of all 

homework assigned.   Mr. Curry has a strict policy of not accepting any late work.  Make sure that all homework is 

neat and has the proper heading unless directed otherwise.  If you submit work without the proper heading, do not be 

surprised if you do not receive any credit (“No name, No number, No credit!”). On the other hand, the fact that Mr. 

Curry doesn’t accept late work does not relieve the student of the responsibility to complete the assignment.  

Returned work and late work should be retained in the appropriate subject portfolio/binder. 

 

 Where and when do I submit my homework?   

All grades: Bring your homework to class with you and have it available for immediate review and collection upon 

entering. If you are tardy, hand the homework (Grade 5 only) and the tardy slip to Mr. Curry when you enter the 

classroom. Grades 6, 7, & 8 should annotate their homework with the fact that they were tardy, correct the work, and 

then submit it normally via iPad.  If you are at school but have a commitment that prevents attendance at the 

beginning of class (e.g. altar serving), then please ensure that a classmate brings the homework to class for you.  

 

 What should I do about my homework and other assignments if I am absent? 

Obtain information about the assignment from Option C, a fellow student, or other means. Responsibility to 

complete the assignment does not change.  All work due while absent must be made up within one school day of 

your return and must be clearly identified and highlighted as “absent” work at the top of the paper with the 

submission date.  A proper heading must be on all work, indicating the assignment and original due date.  It is the 

responsibility of each absent student to submit the absent work to the “student in-basket.” The teacher is not 

responsible for asking you for your absent work. 

 

 When is assigned work late? 

Assignments are late when the due date has arrived, the student is present, the work has been collected and students 

have not made any prior arrangements with the teacher.  You continue to be responsible for the work even if you did 

not submit it on time and it must be maintained with other work in your subject file.  The work of those students 

who were absent is not late until one day following their return to school.  

 

 Am I really required to take notes in Mr. Curry’s class? 

Yes!  Everyone takes notes, and everyone maintains those notes separately within—but separate from—all other 

work produced in and for their class.  All this is maintained in chronological order within the subject area binder 

(folder for those with iPads) you have brought to class.   

 

 What do we do when a special visitor comes to the classroom? 

Unless directed otherwise, stand as a class and say “good morning (or afternoon as the case may be)” to the visitor 

by name, if the visitor has been recognized by name by the teacher or is otherwise known to the students (e.g. Father 

Matt).  The principal has asked that you do not stand for her. 

 

 What do I do when the fire alarm rings? 

 Leave your schoolwork and books where they are.  Quietly exit the classroom through the front door and silently 

proceed single-file to the assembly area identified on the plan at the front of the room.     

 

 When can I see Mr. Curry for extra help?   

Before school (0700-0720), during lunch recess when he does not have duty, and afterschool virtually anytime 

except on Thursdays.  My posted weekly schedule is usually more specific.  I am here to support your needs, and 

there is nothing I want more than for you to be successful!   

 

 

“I have read and understand the procedures outlined above (and in the addendum for grades 6-8) …..” 
 

 

 

 

__________________________________                      _______________________________________  

Student Signature         Parent/Guardian Signature 
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Addendum for Students with iPads 

 
1. Unless otherwise directed, students are expected to submit all homework digitally via their iPads.   

 

2. You may (and perhaps should) submit your homework to Drop Box as soon as you have completed it. 

 

3. If you are absent at the time the work is due, but you are capable of submitting the work, submit it digitally to the correct 

dropbox by the time class would normally end.  On the other hand, if you are ill and will be submitting the work after the 

specified due date and time, submit your correctly annotated homework (see previous pages) to the Student in-Basket 

located on Mr. Curry’s desk. 

 

4. Since homework is submitted digitally, math homework should normally be done within the Notability App on your iPad 

instead of on paper with a pencil.  The capabilities of this app assist you in producing high quality work that is far more 

legible than what most students produce in a traditional manner.   

 

5. Photography of any type will not be done in the classroom without the teacher’s prior permission. 

 

6. No videos will be taken by students without prior permission of the teacher and the subject.   

 

7. No audio recordings are permitted in the classroom. 

 

8. The command “Facedown” means that all students who have their iPads out should immediately and without question 

turn them “screen down” on top of the desk at which they are seated and focus on the teacher. 

 

9. If you have an idea for how to better use iPads in the classroom, please share it with your teacher(s)!   


