What is

PUBLIC ORAL

HISTORY?

If you’ve ever watched a history documentary,
visited a historic home or museum, or read
the interpretive program at a state or national
park, you have been a consumer of public
history. Public history describes the many
diverse ways that history is, according to
the National Council on Public History, “put
to work” on real-world issues. Some of this
history may have been based on the stories
and recollections of individuals, who at some
point shared their accounts with historians.
This constitutes oral history and represents one
invaluable source for understanding the past.

For more information, contact:
Dr. Dan Clayton
dclayton@regis.edu
303.458.4914

Put your

DEGREE
to work with a

MINOR IN

PUBLIC

ORAL

Oral history can give voice to individuals and
communities who were traditionally omitted
from the written record and from standard
histories, but whose stories represent
essential pieces of the mosaic of our collective
past. These “histories from below” expand
our understanding of the past by complicating
traditional narratives and placing ordinary
men and women into the histories that they
lived and shaped.

HISTORY
(POH)

Though oral history is as old as humanity,
modern recording technologies have made it
more permanent and more accessible. Digital
technologies allow us to create new kinds of
records that can be accessed from anywhere.
“Public history is the organized effort to
bring accurate, meaningful history to a public
audience, and oral history is a natural tool
for reaching that goal,” according to Donald
Ritchie, historian of the U.S. Senate and former
president of the Oral History Association. Regis
University offers a unique combination of these
two fields in a single minor: the Public Oral
History (POH) minor.
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What can I do

WITH IT?
The POH minor offers hands-on experiences
and practical skills that can give you a head
start after graduation.

What are the
REQUIREMENTS
for the MINOR?
To complete the minor, you need a total of 18
hours of course work, nine chosen from each
of the core skill-based and core substantive
courses listed below.
Core Skill-based Courses (9 credits):
• HS 491: Oral History Methodology
• COM 425: Video Production
• COM 430: Hearing the World: Music &
Audio Technology in Contemporary Society
• HS***: Archival Practices and Methods
(in development)
• HS 499 E-W: Internship in History at
the Regis Center for the Study of War
Experience

Combining theory and practice, the POH
minor teaches the craft of history and
equips you with the latest digital audio and
video skills necessary to create high-quality
historical productions. The tools you gain
will prepare you for graduate studies in
oral history and/or public history as well as
for careers in the many professional fields
and institutions that employ oral and public
history, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Museums
Archives
Historic Preservation
Cultural Resource Management
Heritage Tourism
Film and Media Production
Historical Interpretation
Public Policy
Community Activism

PROJECTS

CAN I DO?
Your creativity and drive are your only
limitations! We encourage students
to engage in public oral history that is
meaningful to them and to make that
history publicly available in a space that is
relevant to that history.
Working in collaboration with faculty and
select institutions and organizations, you
might complete a project to:

Core Substantive Courses (9 credits):
• PL 492W: Morality and Psychology of War/
(C) PJ 495P
• HS 455: Bearing Witness to Modern War/
RCC 430M: Stories From Wartime
• HS 430: Colorado History
• HS 427: Voices of the Civil Rights
Movement
• HS 408: Conflict and Compromise in the
American West
• HS 456: Politics and Culture of Public
Memory
• COM 407: Performing Texts: Interpretation
and Acting

What kind of
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• Plan, shoot, edit and produce short oral
history documentaries.
• Create a more inclusive historiography of
selective topics in public oral history.
• Assemble and produce public exhibits
and archival collections.
• Critically analyze bodies of oral
historiographies and create your own.
• Critically examine your own personal
beliefs in the light of meaningful
community work.
• Engage in the process of reflexivity to
assess the meaning of your experiences.
• Conduct meaningful community-based
research.

