
 
 

 

       NEWSLETTER – June  2021             Visit us on Facebook: Fredericksburg association (fsca)  
              Visit our website:  fredericksburgfrejus.com                                

 
 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Bonjour tout le monde, 
   
With sunnier skies and the easing of COVID restrictions, FSCA looks forward to resuming an 
active program.   Although the Bastille Day event in Market Square will have to wait for another 
year, plans for a smaller event for FSCA members are in the works.   Watch for further details in 
coming weeks. 

Once again, we thank Phyllis Whitley for tirelessly searching her records and providing these 
monthly newsletters featuring the people and events of FSCA’s history AND  we thank Moriah 
Webster for  promptly forwarding the newsletters to the membership.   During the “down” 
months of the pandemic, they have brought back memories and reminded us of the many different 
faces of FSCA since its inception in 1980.  Well done, Phyllis and Moriah! 

A la prochaine fois, 

Judy 

Judy Hansen, FSCA President   
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MEMBERSHIP  NEWS – Nancie Lightner 
 
  Member dues were exempted for 2021 for those members who paid dues in 2020. Any extra donations or 
contributions to FSCA are always greatly appreciated.  Just go to our website, fredericksburgfrejus.com  and use the 
membership application that is there to make your donation. This pandemic will be over and we will need to gear 
up for student and adult visitors from Fréjus. 
 
Looking forward to future events and participation, I continue to expand our membership committee. If you are 
interested in helping with greeting prospective members and/or are knowledgeable in XCEL spreadsheet date 
input, contact me - Nancie Lightner, Membership Chair ncblightner2014@yahoo.com or call me at 434-378-1556  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 
 

 
 OUR WEB SITE  - Thomas Baer 
 
Several interesting stories/articles/previous newsletters at  https://fredericksburgfrejus.com  
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
 
 

NEWS FROM FRÉJUS          
Dear friends, 
 
Today I am happy to share with you FREJUS AND FREDERICKSBURG ON THE THEME OF ARCHEOLOGY 
On Monday, May 17th, there was a Video Conferencing hosted by Pierre EXCOFFON and Julie MARIOTTI from 
the Archaeology Department of the City of Fréjus for the students of James Monroe High School of our Twin City, 
prepared by their Professor Connie ORGERON, several times accompanying Groups during our annual exchanges. 
This project, at the initiative of Ms. Martine PETRUS BENHAMOU First Deputy, aimed at detailing the 
archaeological past of our city, and in particular the results of the latest excavations carried out in the Sainte-Croix 
neighborhood. 
An illustrated photo and video presentation, followed by a series of Q & A between Fréjus specialists and 
Fredericksburg students. 
The latter surprised the organizers and facilitators with the relevance of their questions and the interest in the history 
of our ancient city. 
A follow-up to this first Video Conferencing is envisaged this time, which could give Fréjusian students a better 
understanding of Fredericksburg's rich historical past, especially during the American Civil War period. 
    

         
                    The Frejus group with  Jumelage President Philippe Rigoulot at the right. 
  -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
 
 
 

       Maryse Rigoulot     
 Director of Fredericksburg Section 



 
 

 

 Having coverd History Highlights from 1979 through 2020 in your newsletter since 
March 2021 we now look to our membership to share Favorite Happy Memories:   

            
 

          FAVORITE HAPPY MEMORIES     
 
               WILBUR BROWN… 
 So many great memories! It was difficult for me to pick just a couple.  I am happy to share these: 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 

2015  
 
It was a fantastic dinner 
and a fun evening at the 
St. Raphael home of 
Marie Saint-Marc.  We 
were joined by Cathy 
Herndon, Kathryn and 
Will Phillip.  It was the 
evening before the 
Giante Omelette event 
and it was good to have 
relaxing time before that 
very busy day.  

2015  It was a busy day 
at the Giante Omelette 
but I managed to get 
Mayor Greenlaw and 
Susan Beck aside long 
enough for a photo 
opportunity. We had 
fans made to pass 
around in the crowd… 

    



 
 

NANCIE LIGHTNER…   
 

         
 
Another fond memory was greeting the French students upon their arrival one summer  at Old Mill 
Park.Jeff and I helped decorate and set up the tables. The students arrived in cars and vans to meet 
their Fredericksburg hosts.  Meeting them was such a delight! I am looking forward to our future 
events this year and to increasing our membership. 

 
                   JACK EAST… 

 
 I want to share with the readers some happy memories dear to my wife, Ginny, from her first 
experiences as a world traveler. This is from 1996 when she first went to Fréjus with her oldest 
daughter and met Vannesa Delbasse and her parents, Sylvie and Gil.  Deb Bouslog was on her first 
Trip as well. They had a meal with Guy Masquefa, the owner of the Fréjus Zoo and his Doctor 
friend, who showed Ginny how the Emergency medical system functioned in France.  The entire 
visit left many happy memories. 

   
 Ginny with Vannesa Delbasse             Ginny & Sylvie Delbasse    Dinner party:Debbor Bouslog, our host Guy 
                         Masquefa, 2 of Guys friends & Ginny East 
                                             

2016   One of my 
favorite memories 
was helping cook 
pancakes in  the big 
omelette pan up in 
Hurkamp Park. I 
could not believe 
the size of that pan!  
 



 
 

 
 JUDITH HANSEN … 
 
 A former French teacher at JMHS and member of  FSCA for many years.....Have been secretary 
and am currently president of  the organization....I remember walking in the 2017 Fredericksburg 
Christmas parade when FSCA entered the Giant Omelet pan as an "advertisement" for the 
upcoming omelet in 2018.....We wore our Giant Omelet hats and milled around on Carolline St. for 
what seemed like hours, waiting for the signal to start....Someone snapped a photo of  Sara Fartro 
and me as we waited (and I share it with you today)....I was surprised at how different the city looks 
to a walker behind a huge float, with people lining both sides of  the street, laughing and 
cheering....Even the buildings, usually so familiar, somehow looked different from this 
perspective....When the parade was over and I headed back to the agreed-upon meeting place to 
find my husband, I felt a bit of  a shudder, walking through the dark, now almost empty streets.  A 
memorable experience! 

 

               
 

 
 
 

Jumelage President Philippe Rigoulot Maryse Rigoulot, 
Director of the Fredericksburg Section in Fréjus were 
Grand Marshals for the 2017 
Fredericksburg Christmas Parade.  Chip Willis escorted 
them at the beginning of the parade in his beautiful 
convertible car. 
 
Dinners, parties, touring, sight-seeing, visits with Mayor 
Greenlaw,  trips to Frederick, Maryland & a special visit 
with Mrs. Pence – wife of U.S. Vice-President Mike 
Pence to discuss Sister Cities Importance in the world 
today.



 
 

MANDY CARR … 
 

I started my friendship with Frejus in 1980 when Mayor Leotard signed the Sister City agreement 
on the steps of  the old City Hall. Little did I know what awaited me.  
After my students sang for a function, I was invited to bring them to Frejus for the first official 
student exchange in 1981.  That visit was for me a “Favorite Happy Memory” 
 

 
La Chorale de Fredericksburg:  (left-right) Lisa Roccio, Cheryl Carter (deceased), Dana Ferguson, Mandy Carr-Director, 
unknown, Mazie Jackson, Matt Maynard, Frances Ferguson- Accompanist 

 
Was it possible to make the trip even more memorable?  Yes!  Just turn to the next page and see 
what happened……………… 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 The wonderful Elisabeth Andre from Frejus requested a private audience with Princess Grace of  
Monoco for our group.  To everyone‘a surprise, she granted the request.  
 

                                 
     Princess Grace of Monaco with Fredericksburg Students 
 
Adults and students alike were in awe of  this beautiful and kind woman. Her butlers, who were 
gorgeous in tuxedos and white gloves, served us beverages in the garden as we chatted.  She said 
she agreed to the meeting because she had a distant cousin from Fredericksburg that she visited as 
a child.  
 
She asked me “how do you compare the Virginia beaches to the French beaches”. I said something 
about the lack of  waves at French beaches. I was almost speechless and for those of  you who know 
me, know that doesn’t happen often.  
 
Tragically she was in a fatal car accident the next year. 
 What a memory we all had on that first visit.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
  
   

  

   FAVORITE HAPPY MEMORIES     
         WILL CONTINUE IN THE JULY ISSUE OF YOUR NEWSLETTER  
                                                          WITH STORIES BY OTHER SISTER CITY MEMBERS 

    
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 



 
 

ANOTHER  SPECIAL ARTICLE FOR YOU 
 

The Lafayette Escadrille 
French American Friendship and the Dawn of  Aviation 
       By Roland Flamini 

A high point in the historic ties between France and the United State was the parabolic rise 
of  the Lafayette Escadrille, the all-American squadron of  pilots who volunteered for service 
in the French Air Force in World War l, before the U.S. entered the conflict. 
 

        
From left: James McConnell, Kiffin Rockwell, Georges Thenault, the French commander of the Lafayette 
Escadrille, Norman Prince, and Victor Chapman. © Dan Patterson Archival Collection 
 

The unit was officially commissioned as Squadron 124 on April 18, 1916; by the end of  1917 it had 
been released from under French command and transferred wholesale into the Air Service of  the 
American Expeditionary Force in France. Yet the collective exploits of  its 38 pilots in those 18 
months, which the New York Times once called “blazing chapters in the history of  war time 
aviation” created a lasting legend of  idealism and heroic sacrifice that captured America’s 
imagination, earned France’s gratitude, and has continued to be celebrated to the present day. 

In March 2016, American and French officials gathered at the Lafayette Escadrille Memorial 
Cemetery, a monument and burial site at Marnes-la-Coquette, near Paris, built in 1928 with private 
donations. They had come together to mark the centenary of the formation of the Lafayette 



 
 

Escadrille and at the same time pay tribute to the more than 200 other American aviators who flew 
under the French flag “in the universal cause of Liberty,” as it says on the massive memorial arch.  

 

The ceremony for the 100the anniversary of the Lafayette Escadrille, at the Marnes-la-Coquette memorial, 
2016. © ABMC 

Their universal gestures remember the Lafayette Squadron’s young aviators (average age: 26) who 
tended to be scions of  wealthy American families. With their influential contacts in both France 
and the United States they were able to prevail upon an initially skeptical French government to 
accept the notion of  an all-American unit. Eleven of  the 38 flyers were the sons of  millionaires. 
William Thaw – one of  the seven original members of  the squadron – arrived in France flying his 
own plane, a gift from his father, which he presented to the French government. Harvard had nine 
alumni in the squadron, and Yale had five. 
 
Some were seeking the adventure that flying promised a mere dozen years after the Wright 
Brothers’ first flight. But many joined because they could not sit on the sidelines while the United 
States debated whether to enter the war. “I pay my debt to Lafayette and Rochambeau,” was how 
Kiffin Yates Rockwell, another of  the original members, expressed it. And General T. Michael 
Moseley, Air Force Chief  of  Staff  from 2005-2008, would later observe that they volunteered 
because “it was the right thing to do.” 
 
Assigned a French commander (Captain Georges Thenault) and an executive officer (Lieutenant 



 
 

Alfred de Laage de Meux), and given agile but fragile Nieuport 17C-1 fighters, the American 
Squadron was initially called l’Escadrille Américaine and sent to the Western Front. When Germany 
protested via diplomatic channels that the squadron’s name violated American neutrality, it changed 
to Lafayette Escadrille. The Americans first saw action at Luxeuil-les-Bains in the Vosges sector 
where Kiffin Rockwell claimed their first kill, flying directly at a German two-seater reconnaissance 
plane and firing his machine gun at practically point blank range.  
 
By May 1916, the squadron was in the thick of  it at Bar-le-Duc, operating over the deadly battle-
ground of  Verdun, where Bert Hall scored their second aerial success on May 22, and where the 
squadron began to suffer casualties. Victor Chapman was the first pilot shot down and killed in an 
air battle with three German fighters. 
 
As a group they were idealists, individualists, but also boyishly high-spirited. They had, for example, 
two lion cubs as squadron pets called Whiskey and Soda – until one of  the lions got too playful 
with a French instructor and they had to go. After Rockwell downed his first enemy his cousin 
presented him with an 80-year-old bottle of  Bourbon. Rockwell took just one swig, and after that 
drinking from the “Bottle of  Death” became a squadron ritual, with every pilot who shot down a 
plane allowed one victory belt. 

 

But the pilots of  the Lafayette Escadrille also gained a reputation for favoring bravado over 
caution. It took a special kind of  courage to hurtle across the sky in their flimsy wood and canvas 
structures and engage an equally determined and skillful enemy in single combat, and the 
Americans got results. Raoul Lufbery had been the former mechanic of  the French air ace Marc 
Pourpe and had barnstormed with him through China and India. When Pourpe was shot down 
early in the war, Lufbery joined the American squadron to avenge him and by the end of  1917 had 
17 official kills. Even so, squadron losses were significant. In its brief  existence, the Lafayette 
Escadrille lost nine of  its 38 aviators in combat, and another nine were shot down or injured. So 
the French sent the squadron back to Luxeuil for further training in newer SPAD VII and XIII 
with which they were able to challenge the German fighters more effectively. 
 
The press at home devoured tales of  their exploits and made the young pilots household names, 
encouraging many more American volunteers, especially to the French Air Force. The publicity, in 

The Lafayette Escadrille  ca.1916  

       ©  Library of  Congress 



 
 

turn, strengthened U.S. ties with France and reinforced the consensus in favor of  an American 
intervention. October 1916 found the pilots of  the Lafayette Escadrille at Cachy, in the Somme 
sec-tor, assigned to the Groupe de Combat n°13, where they remained for the rest of  their service 
under the French flag. 
 
Volunteers continued to join the squadron until the final sortie. Among the last was Edmond 
Genet, direct descendant of  Edmond Charles Genet, Revolutionary France’s first minister to the 
United States (i.e. ambassador), who had presented his credentials to George Washington and 
remained in the United States for the rest of  his life, becoming an American citizen. By February 
1918, Escadrille veterans were integrated into the U.S. Air Service, providing a valuable nucleus of  
combat-hardened fliers, some of  them with more aerial successes to their name than the American 
air ace Eddie Rickenbacker. 
 
The Lafayette Escadrille has been remembered over time in scores of  books by and about 
squadron members, two movies, and an annual ceremony at the Lafayette Escadrille Memorial 
Cemetery where 49 American pilots who flew in French squadrons are buried. During the 
ceremony, a rose would be placed on each of  the tombs, one by one, while a voice intoned “Morts 
pour la France.” The memorial ceremony stopped after 2001 as the Lafayette Escadrille Memorial 
Arch became too dilapidated through neglect amid controversy over who would fund its 
renovation. In the end both the U.S. and French governments have contributed to its repair in time 
for the 100th anniversary ceremonies. 

Jean Réno is Georges Thenault, the French commander of the Lafayette Escadrille, in the film Flyboys. © Electric Holdings 



 
 

Cinematically, the squadron deserved to be honored better. In the 1950s, Hollywood 
released Lafayette Escadrille, directed by William Wellman but justifiably slammed by the critics. 
The New York Times called it “one of  the dullest flapdoodles.” For years, Wellman claimed to have 
flown with the Lafayette Escadrille, and in the picture cast his son, William Wellman Jr., as himself. 
It has since become known that Wellman had been a volunteer pilot, yes, but in another French 
unit. Flyboys, made in England in 2006 and directed by Tony Bill, hews closer to the facts, has some 
good aerial footage (mostly digitalized), but can hardly be said to do justice to the squadron. A 
reviewer for the New York Times dismissed it as “a soppy fantasy.”   
     
But perhaps the greatest tribute is the fact that the French Air Force has kept the number 124 as an 
active squadron called the Lafayette Escadrille, based at Saint-Dizier-Robinson southeast of  Reims, 
and its planes still carry the Sioux feathered head insignia of  the original Escadrille Américaine. 

Article published in the May 2016 issue of  France-Amérique. Subscribe to the magazine. 

 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
  

           FSCA DIRECTORS – 2021     
  
             Merci mille fois to all our Directors for agreeing to lead us in 2021 
 

President – Judith Hansen  judyhansen@yahoo.com 
1st VP, Student Exchange – John East   eastjack1@outlook.com 
2nd VP, Membership – Nancie Lightner  ncblightner2014@yahoo.com 
Secretary – Moriah Webster mlweb@vt.edu 
Treasurer – Wilbur Brown wbrow53399@aol.com 
 Public Relations - Mandy Carr monbar123@aol.com 
 Bob Antozzi – Omelet Festival rantozzi81@gmail.com 
 Craig Vasey - UMW Liaison   cvasey@umw.edu                 
 Thomas Baer – Website tfbaer@hotmail.com 
 Cathy Herndon - herndoncathy@gmail.com 
  Robert Bugno - RobBugno@gmail.com 
 Bill Beck – Ex-officio  bill@becksantiques.com 
 

Newsletter Editor: Phyllis C. Whitley acpcw1@gmail.com / 540-786 -7010 I accept credit for any error in this newsletter 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 


