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 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Bonjour, tout le monde,  

On the morning of July 4th, the first email that I opened was from Maryse and Philippe Rigoulot, who head the 
Jumelage/Sister City program in Fréjus.  As is so often the case,  no matter the significant American holiday, 
their greeting is the first of the day to let Fredericksburg friends know that they remember and reach out to us, 
marking a day important in our history.  This gesture of awareness and friendship is always deeply appreciated 
and reinforces again the strength of our ties to our French Sister City. (This July 4th greeting is repeated in 
Maryse’s “News From Fréjus” below. Ed.) 
  
And July 2020--which FSCA members had hoped would be busy with the arrival of the students from Fréjus for 
their home stay with American students--is quiet, the exchange visit as well as the annual celebration of Bastille 
Day in Market Square, having fallen victim to the coronavirus pandemic.  Unfortunately, c'est la vie....and we 
await the rescheduling in 2021 of the student exchange as well as the 40th anniversary of our "twinning" with 
Fréjus, highlighted by the cooking of the Giant Omelet.  Hopefully, next year we will welcome many French 
visitors and there will again be Bastille Day festivities in Fredericksburg.   

A la prochaine fois, mes amis, 

Judy Hansen 
 FSCA MEMBERS:  We sometimes get inquiries from students or adults interested in finding a tutor in French, 
and I'd like to have some recommendations to offer in future.  If you are interested in being on such a list to be 
contacted and possibly offer help or instruction, please send your name and contact info to 
judyhansen@yahoo.com 

Bastille Day in a Pandemic 
  I certainly wish I could be sitting in Market Square right now with a chilled Róse and listening to the music, but such 
pleasures are not to be this year. Looking for a silver lining, or trying to make lemonade from the lemons life hands us, I’ll 
use this abnormal Bastille Day celebration to try to put our normal celebration in perspective.  
 It seems every year that someone passing by asks me: “Why is Bastille Day a big deal here?” As I start to explain there is 
usually some glimmer of light when they remember that we have a Lafayette Boulevard here, and some folks even recall 
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seeing the signs on Route 2 toward Bowling Green that say “Washington-Rochambeau Route”. Most of them are surprised 
that there were as many French soldiers at Yorktown when the British surrendered as there were American troops. And 
then I explain that what really forced the surrender of the British there was the presence of the vastly superior French 
navy. By this point most people will have wandered off, at least mentally if not physically. If I’m allowed to go on I’ll talk 
about the Treaty of Paris that actually formally ended our revolution and recognized The United States. One entertaining 
fact is that Ben Franklin was our first Ambassador to France and the only person to sign all three of our founding 
documents: The Declaration of Independence, The Treaty of Paris and The Constitution. There are so many other 
interesting parallels to talk about when discussing the deep connections between our two countries. Even though the fall 
of the Bastille was 13 years and 10 days after July 4th 1776, the French Declaration of the Rights of Man is very similar in 
many ways to our Declaration of Independence. That makes sense knowing that Thomas Jefferson was living in Paris as 
our second ambassador and collaborated with Lafayette on its drafting.  
 If I’m allowed a second glass of Róse and still have the company of anyone who enjoys such musings, I might ask some 
questions, not about the end of the American Revolution, but about its beginning. Should we credit the salons and the 
streets of Paris with some of the thinking that got the revolutionary spirit moving in these American colonies? Our 
Founding Fathers were familiar with Jean-Jacques Rousseau and his belief in the equality of religions, they read Voltaire 
and his ideas on freedom of speech, they studied Montessquieu and ultimately adopted his theory of the separation of 
powers. So many of the ideas and ideals that we cherish today as American really are deeply rooted in France. But, our 
story lives on today in the shared beliefs of America and France, as the Constitution of the Fifth Republic, adopted by 
Charles de Gaulle’s government after World War Two, says it is a government “of the people, by the people and for the 
people” just like Lincoln said at Gettysburg. So, HAPPY BASTILLE DAY!               Bill Beck 
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NEWS FROM FRÉJUS        

  

 

        Maryse Rigoulot     
 Director of Fredericksburg Section



For your enjoyment – please visit https://youtu.be/sVdAqflP0YQ   And  axel.aldeguer.tourisme@frejus.fr 

                                  HISTORY HIGHLIGHTS  

Remembering  the good times. With hope that What is Past is Prologue 
 

         1994                        
    
August 50th Anniversary Celebration of the Liberation of  
Southern France in WW II. was a memorable event for  
The  Delegation composed of Dr. George Van Sant –  
representing Mayor Lawrence  Davies and the City of  
Fredericksburg; Veterans Harry Porter and Garnett 
 Strother with his wife Marjorie; A. C. and Phyllis  
Whitley, President of FSCA; and Alec Vitarius  
(Spotsylvania student on work/study program in Fréjus) 

                 Photo (left to right) Gerard Ferraioli, President of The Jumelage, welcomes Harry Porter,    
                 Phyllis Whitley, Garnet Strother, Marjorie Strother, A.C. Whitley, Alec Vitarius and George VanSant   

                         
 

A gathering of friends in another Provence Seaside Village 

Left to right; Guy Masquefa, Garnet Strother, Gerard   
     Ferraioli, A.C. Whitley, Nadine Bressy, George Van Sant, 
     Phyllis Whitley, Elisabeth Andre and Harry Porter. 
    
     Speeches and gifts for the Veterans were abundant. 
 
  

Many homes, like The Chaminade’s entryway shown here,   
offered warm  welcomes to the Veterans and their friends. 

https://youtu.be/sVdAqflP0YQ
mailto:axel.aldeguer.tourisme@frejus.fr


      
Continued next page 

  
1994 continued          

The veterans were presented special medals by       In nearby Brignoles they received a warm reception,  
French Minister of Defense and Mayor of                      a parade in their honor and lunch at the home of   
Fréjus, François Leotard.                                                A former WWII French Resistance fighter. 
 

 
 A van and driver was provided the group as they 
toured around Southern France.  The Jumelage  
also provided accommodations at the  Hotel 
Arena  in the heart of Fréjus City.   While it was a 
whirlwind of programs the group found a little 
time to relax at the hotel.  They were captured in 
this painting as a memento of the celebration. 

 DIRECTORS 1994-1995:   
PRESIDENT       PHYLLIS UNA WHITLEY 
1 ST VICE-PRESIDENT      CHARLIE SIERACKI  
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT      JANE ELLEN KRAVETZ  
SECRETARY       JUDITH HANSEN  
TREASURER   wwi    PAULA SUGGS  
HISTORIAN      CATHY HERNDON  
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT    ANITA GRZIEKA  



EX-OFFICIO      MAYOR LAWRENCE DAVIES  
EX-OFFICIO     JAMES PATES, City Attorney &  Agent of Record 
EX-OFFICIO -PAST PRESIDENT  SARA FARTRO 
EX-OFFICIO-APPOINTED  MARVIN BOLINGER-CITY MANAGER , 

JIM BRANSCOME-FREEMAN BEVERAGE , 
THOMAS & LYDIE MANN-BILLINGSLEY  PRINTING & ENGRAVING, INC. 

Merci mille fois to all the Directors who have contributed to the success of our organization.   
      

1994  IN FREDERICKSBURG 

We were pleased when the Garden Club asked us to  
participate in their Christmas tour of homes by  
decorating a home with a Fréjus holiday theme.  

The dining table was set with the 13 desserts, fresh fruit  
was used to decorate the tree and a nativity scene using 
Santons from Frejus on a large living room table while  
Sister City Members, in Provence costumes, discussed 
 these traditions to the hundreds of visitors to the home. 

   

1995  
July, 1995  “Rond-point de Fredericksburg” [traffic circle]  
was dedicated in Fréjus at the 15th anniversary celebration. 
FSCA president, Phyllis Whitley presided at the event. 
                           A.C. Whitley designed and made 
   Commemorative coins in Pewter and 
   then he & Harry Porter made trays 
     from trees grown in Virginia. Each 
    person on the trip hand carried a tray 

  for friends in Fréjus. 

  
                         
    
 September, 1995   Ward and Judy LeHardy,  
fulfilling a life-long dream, sailed around the  
world in their 39-foot boat. They arrived in Fréjus  
in September and were warmly received by  

 



Jumelage President, Gerard Ferraioli & Mme  
Elisabeth Andre who was their guide during the 
 stay of several days. 

In 1997 Ward and Judy published the book, 
“Once Around” chronicling the fulfillment of a 
Life-long dream; sailing around the world in their 39-foot boat, CORMORANT. It is a very interesting book. 
Perhaps some copies are still available?  You might want to do a search and find a copy – a great read! 

      
       1996 

        
 Mayor Greenup and former Mayor Davies welcome the 

        Fréjus students to Fredericksburg in July. 

   July 25, 1996 “Fréjus Place” dedicated in Fredericksburg in the 
rose garden at the Fredericksburg Area Museum and Cultural 
Center. Mayor H. William Greenup, former Mayor Laurence 
Davies and Mme  Michelle Guillermin – Vice Mayor -  Fréjus 
made the dedication. 

 

In December 1996 Jumelage President Gerard 
Ferraoli traveled to Fredericksuburg to be 



The Grand Marshall for the Christmas 
Parade.  A reception was held for him at the  
Visitor Center prior to the parade.  Dinner 
parties were given by many of his American 
friends. 

  

 DIRECTORS: 1996-1997 
  

PRESIDENT      CHARLIE SIERACKI  
1 ST VICE~PRESIDENT     PHYLLIS LAMONT  
2ND VICE~PRESIDENT     JANE ELLEN KRAVETZ  
SECRETARY      PHYLLIS UNA WHITLEY  
TREASURER      PAULA SUGGS  
HISTORIAN      CATHY HERNDON  
PARLIMENTARIAN     MANDY CARR  
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT    PHYLLIS UNA WHITLEY  
EX~OFFICIO      MAYOR H. WILLIAM GREENUP  
EX~OFFICIO      JAMES PATES, City  Attorney & Agent of Record  
EX~OFFICIO–PAST PRESIDENT    SARA FARTRO  
EX-OFFICIO     MARVIN BOLINGER -CITY MANAGER  

JIM BRANSCOME-FREEMAN BEVERAGE  
LYDIE & THOMAS MANN~BILLINGSLEY PRINTING & ENGRAVING, INC.  

                  Merci mille fois to all the Directors who have contributed to the success of our organization. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

             More History Highlights in future editions of your newsletter 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

FSCA DIRECTORS – 2020-2021      
President – Judith Hansen  judyhansen@yahoo.com 
1st VP, Student Exchange – John East   eastjack1@outlook.com 
 2nd VP, Membership – Nancie Lightner  ncblightner2014@yahoo.com 
 Secretary – Moriah Webster mlweb@vt.edu 
 Treasurer – Wilbur Brown wbrow53399@aol.com 
  Public Relations - Mandy Carr monbar123@aol.com 
 Bob Antozzi – Omelet Festival rantozzi81@gmail.com 
Craig Vasey - UMW Liaison   cvasey@umw.edu                 
Thomas Baer – Website tfbaer@hotmail.com 
Cathy Herndon - herndoncathy@gmail.com 
Roy Kissinger – 40th Anniversary Celebration royhk.007@verison.net   

             Merci mille fois to all the Directors who are contributing to the success of our organization.  

Newsletter Editor Phyllis C. Whitley  acpcw1@gmail.com /540-786-7010  I accept credit for any errors in this newsletter 
=============================================================================== 
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             Founder – Sister Cities International 
  

  
  
    

    
  

  
  
    


