
Outreach Definition for New Ground Church 
• Proclaiming Christ’s Gospel and serving peoples’ needs outside of our church 

congregation 

Why we do outreach 
• To glorify God, bless our community, and be a reflection of Christ by living out 

Christ’s command to love our Lord and love our neighbor 

How we do outreach 
• By promoting and building long-term, ongoing relationships through meeting 

needs or being a blessing to our greater community with the resources available 
to New Ground Church 

Philosophy of Outreach/Mission 
New Ground Church 

“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 
This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets.” 

-Matthew 22:36-40 (ESV) 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  

-Acts 1:8 (ESV) 

“But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on 
its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” 

-Jeremiah 29:7 (ESV) 

Why we need an Outreach Philosophy? 

The Deacons and Lead Pastor have created this philosophy of outreach to help guide 
our mission efforts at New Ground Church.  A vast amount of needs surround us within 
our congregation, locally in our greater community, and in our nation and world.  This 
Outreach Philosophy helps us focus our efforts outside of our congregation in line with 
the gifts God has given our church community, the vision He has shown us, and the 
relationships we continue to build with the local community and beyond. 



Definition of Outreach/Mission 

Our definition of outreach/mission is proclaiming Christ’s gospel in word and action, 
serving peoples’ needs outside of our church community. 

Why do we participate in outreach/mission? 

We participate in God’s mission because the Church is called to be a blessing to our 
community, locally and globally, as we live out Jesus’ greatest Commandment to love 
God completely and in the same way love our neighbor, who is every human being. In 
essence, we are to embody and proclaim the good news of Scripture in both word and 
action as a witness to the world to the salvation that is found in Jesus Christ, all to bring 
honor to Him. 

How is outreach embodied and proclaimed at New Ground Church? 

We believe that being a blessing is done through long-term, mutual, and intentional 
relationships with the resources God has given us at New Ground Church. This requires 
that we focus time, energy, and resources building relationships with those God allows 
us to serve. 

How do we measure our faithfulness to outreach/mission? 

Christ-centered outreach can be measured by our congregation finding ways to lift up 
the welfare of communities and persons not connected to the church with the truth of 
the gospel. 

In addition, effective outreach also partners with other organizations, communities, and 
persons who embody the gospel and have been gifted with different resources than 
New Ground Church. This allows us to operate in our own gifts, while supporting and 
affirming others in theirs. 
 
Values that reflect this type of mission: 
• Community Relationships- Leadership is formed by partnering with local and 

global communities, not at them for our own benefit. 
• Posture of Empowerment- Posture and actions of empowering others to live out 

the gospel in their communities, both locally and globally. 
• “Hand up” vs “Hand out”- A “Hand Up” not “Hand Out” approach. This is only 

done in mutual long-term relationships. 

Questions that help us make decisions according to our philosophy: 
1. Is this mutual?  Is it partnering with others outside of the church community  

(like our Table-to-Table strategy suggests)?  Or is it self-serving? 
2. Is this long-term?  Is this relationship a one-time event? Or is there a 

conversation on continuing this relationship? 



3. Is this connected to someone in the local church community? Providing 
additional benefits of long-term, mutual connections. 

4. Is this embodying and proclaiming Christ’s Good News (The Gospel)?  
5. Is this empowering others to lead in their communities? 
6. Is this lifting up the welfare of the community? 
7. Does this promote relationship building between our church and the 

community? 
8. Is there a path to a “hand up?” 

  

Examples of effective outreach/mission include, but not limited to the following: 

• Developing long-term friendships with the local community, joining initiatives that 
attempt to uplift its welfare. (i.e. Easter Egg Hunt with Boy Scouts, Pumpkin 
Palooza, Seeds with EB Coffee, “Needs Network” Development in conjunction 
with Railtown Brewing) 

• Consistently surveying the communities’ needs to create or join initiatives that 
bring good news and life to it (i.e. First Aid/CPR Training, Pumpkin Palooza) 

• To respond to crisis situations through ongoing relationships with ministry 
partners of our church (i.e. Nighthawk fundraiser, Meijer Gift Cards for single 
mothers, finding vehicles for people in need, participating with Caledonia Babble 
Community on Facebook). 

• Intentionality in developing relationships with those connected to other 
marginalized groups or circumstances (Local police, school officials, community 
leaders, other community service organizations) 

• Providing temporary relief to those in crisis, with ongoing efforts to continue 
long-term relationships. 

• Listening to those who are marginalized, recognizing that loving our neighbor 
involves recognizing we are not here to “fix” them, but learn from them as we are 
a blessing together. 

• Pointing others to Christ through the actions we do both locally first, then 
globally, our only agenda being to glorify God. 


