
Resources/Questions from Teaching “Great Conversion or Great 
Commission?” 

Discussion Questions:  

• We’ve all met people who had authority by virtue of their role or position. But who 
is someone you’ve met that may or may not have had a role or position but 
nevertheless possessed an unmistakable gift or life-giving presence? 

• What are your thoughts about the following statement? “Most of us have been 
taught to understand salvation as the finish line rather than the starting line to a 
life of discipleship.” 

• How do you feel about the idea that Jesus ordained you and has given you his 
authority? 

• In what ways are/have you been sharing the depth of the life you’ve received and 
learned from Jesus with others? 

• How will you begin living out the truths of this teaching this week? 
 



**NOTE: This list is NOT exhaustive. I will have a much longer list by the end of the series. But just to get you 
curious…:) 

INTRODUCTIONS FOR THOSE WHO DON’T LIKE BOOKS: 

• Sitting at the Feet of Rabbi Jesus: by Anne Spangler and Lois Tverberg 
• Reading the Bible with Rabbi Jesus: Lois Tverberg 
• Walking in the Dust of Rabbi Jesus: Lois Tverberg 

• All of Lois Tverberg’s books are very accessible to light readers. Lots of personal stories and examples, but 
also good, yet brief info on Jewish Roots. 

• Jewish Spirituality: A Brief Introduction for Christians: Rabbi Lawrence Kushner 
 A very small book, but packed with insight.  You can literally read through it in 20     
minutes, but you’ll spend 20 minutes a chapter (2-3 pages of huge font at best) on its    
wisdom. 
• The Divine Conspiracy by Dallas Willard 
 One of my personal top 5 books ever, and a must read, this is an accessible walkthrough    
of the power of Jesus’ teaching of the Sermon on the Mount. 
 
FOR THE AVERAGE TO MORE INTENSE READER: 

• Our Father Abraham: by Marvin Wilson 
This is the book I ALWAYS recommend to start first with when diving into Jewish Roots. 

• Exploring our Hebraic Heritage by Marvin Wilson 
Continues with more of the theological postures of Judaism and their connection to Jesus. 

• Jesus Through Middle-Eastern Eyes by Kenneth Bailey 
Goes through various gospel texts and unlocks their historical context and meaning. I always go here 
looking for texts when I teach. 

• Jesus, the Jewish Theologian by Brad Young 
Comprehensive view on Jesus’ thought postures as a Jewish Rabbi.  All of his books are must reads. 

• Everyman’s Talmud by Abraham Cohen:  
Accessible on Major Teachings of Talmud, easily referenced.  I’ve used this reference on all sorts of 
things Jewish Roots. 

• The Philosophy of Man by Abraham Joshua-Heschel 
A comprehensive view of Judaism.  This is a must-have for reference for the posture of Jewish thinking 
on practically everything you can talk about.  And read ALL of his books, especially on the Sabbath 
(much smaller but rich!)! 

• Simply Jesus by N.T. Wright 
 While many of his earlier works, and his epic work below are heavy reads, this is a more    
accessible book on his research on the historical Jesus. 
• New Light on the Difficult Words of Jesus by David Bivin 
 INCREDIBLE book on some of the more difficult sayings of Jesus, and especially Hebrew  idioms 
(i.e.—like if someone 100 years from now read our, “They kicked the bucket” and    thought it was 
strange we were obsessed with kicking buckets around.) 
• The Challenge of Jesus by N.T. Wright 
 One of his earlier works on who Jesus was and is. 
Jewish New Testament Commentary by David Stern 
Accessible Commentary on Jewish Roots and Cultural Keys in the New Testament. 



HEAVIER READS FOR ABOVE AVERAGE READERS: 

• The New Testament and Its World by N.T. Wright 
 This is a culmination of this great theologian’s work. If I had another rabbi than Jesus,    
it’d be him.   

• The Lexham Geographic Commentary on the Gospels: Goes through geography of Numerous Bible 
Passages and Customs. Great reference tool. 

• Paul the Jewish Theologian by Brad Young 
 Same writer as Jesus, the Jewish Theologian but on the apostle Paul. Rich with all sorts    
of historical context! 
• Paul and the Faithfulness of God by N.T. Wright 
 His epic work of decades of research on Paul.  A must have reference! 

• Jesus and the Victory of God, The Resurrection of the Son of God, and The New Testament and the People 
of God by N.T. Wright 

 You wanna go super nerd on this stuff? This is N.T. Wright’s thick 3 volume work on    
Jesus and the church.   

BIBLES: 
• The Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible: TONS of great info but in a study Bible. So you can look at notes as 

you read along with the Scripture. Also tons of terms, charts, and maps! 

• NIV First-Century Study Bible: Not as thorough as The Cultural Backgrounds Bible, but still packed with a lot 
of great info! 

WEBSITES: 

• First Fruits of Zion: www.ffoz.org  
 -They host a “Torah Club,” which are studies starting in October (at beginning of Jewish calendar) 
studying weekly Torah readings with a group of 12 with commentary from a Messianic Jewish perspective.  
I’ve taken a ton of illustrations and tidbits from Torah Club materials. 

• That the World May Know: www.thattheworldmayknow.com (Ray Vanderlaan) 

• Walking the Text: www.walkingthetext.com 
 Check out newgroundchurch.org to register for their Infusion Bible Conference June 14-16.  Register at 
newgroundchurch.org, review details at infusionbibleconference.com. 
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