
Summer 2021

New JerSey’S

faVorIte BeacheS

coNteSt partNerS

wIth 94.3 raDIo

At a ceremony on the Music Pier in

Ocean City, the winners of the NJ

Favorite Beaches poll were

announced by Dr. Peter Rowe,

Acting Executive Director of the NJ

Sea Grant Consortium.

Ocean City came out on top as

New Jersey’s Favorite Beach.

County winners were 

Monmouth County - Spring Lake

Ocean County - Beach Haven

Atlantic County - Brigantine

Came May County - Ocean City

See all the winners

and runners-up for

the coastal counties

on our website:

njseagrant.org

Dr. Jon Miller of Stevens Institute of

Technology presented his annual State of

the Shore Report at McLoone’s Supper

Club on the Boardwalk in Asbury Park,

May 27. The Report is available on our

website -  njseagrant.org. It provides 

information on the factors which affected

our beaches during the past year, as well

as  what we can expect this summer.

Also speaking

were Shawn

LaTourette, 

Acting Commiss-

ioner of the NJ

Department of Environmental Protection

and Dr. Tom Herrington of Monmouth

University who spoke on the BEachSAFEly

Project.

Photos - Karl Vilacoba
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ATTENTION 4TH

& 5TH GRADE

EDUCATORS
As part of the Every Kid Outdoors initiative, 4th

and 5th graders (along with their families and teachers) are

encouraged to visit national parks to experience the natural

wonders and cultural history that can be found there.  NJSGC

headquarters has long been located at Sandy Hook, thus

bringing this unique national park experience to tens of

thousands of students since 1976.  Given the current

circumstances, the talented educators at NJSGC have now

taken these outdoor experiences and adapted them for remote

learning.  Educators with 4th and 5th grade students interesting

in participating in the Every Kid Outdoors program through

NJSGC can choose from 2 FREE virtual programs led by

NJSGC educators.

Whether your students are in class or learning from home, we

can enhance their educational experience with a fun “virtual”

field trip!  For more than 30 years, school groups from New

Jersey and neighboring states have enjoyed learning about

coastal ecosystems with New Jersey Sea Grant Consortium

(NJSGC) at Sandy Hook, a unit of Gateway National

Recreation Area.  NJSGC is proud to partner with the National

Park Service and Jamaica Bay-Rockaway Parks Conservancy

to offer FREE virtual programs to 4th and 5th grade student.

Building partnerships with schools

and other groups is an important

aspect of New Jersey Sea Grant

Consortium’s (NJSGC) education

efforts. For the past 3 years, NJSGC

has been collaborating with a local

women’s civic club to bring ocean

sciences to under-resourced

elementary and middle school

students in the Neptune/Asbury Park

areas of Monmouth County. 

On Saturday, April 20 the Education Program was honored by

the Central Jersey Club of the National Association of Negro

Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc. (CJC-NANBPWC)

for these efforts with a Community Service Award at their 57th

Annual Founders Day Celebration.

This virtual event celebrated the history and service of CJC-

NANBPWC membership, awarded scholarships to outstanding

high school seniors, and recognized community heroes who

work to make a difference in the lives of local residents. The

Education Department was acknowledged for providing hands-

on STEAM- (science, technology, engineering, art and math)

based marine and coastal science learning opportunities to

minority and under-resourced students in grades 3-8 and for

fostering understanding of and appreciation for the coastal

environment in which the students live. These in-person

programs consisted of after-school enrichment sessions and

field trips to local beaches, as well as underwater robotics

workshops at the Neptune Aquatic Center. This year’s efforts

transitioned to a virtual format, with interaction taking place

during class time, and provided “gamified” programs that

supplemented schools’ science curricula. A career awareness

component was added as well, thus giving students the

opportunity to “meet” black and Hispanic scientists and

introducing them as role models. 

According to Diana Burich, Director of Education at NJSGC,

“Our collaboration[with CJC-NANBPWC] is one that is not only

part of New Jersey Sea Grant’s mission, but one that is close to

our hearts as well. Our goal is to educate and inspire children

with our ocean sciences programs, to ignite their sense of

curiosity as they learn about the world around them, and to

empower them to grow into the leaders that will be making

decisions for us and for future generations. Together, we are

working towards a STEM workforce that is more representative

of our population, one that includes and embraces people of

all colors, and one that is equipped to manage the

environmental benefits and burdens that they are sure to face

in the future.”

For more information on this and other partnership

opportunities, contact Diana Burich , Director of Education.

Education Program honored

with Community Service Award

Marine Science Day Camp
A highly-interactive and fun program focusing on a variety of

fascinating marine science topics awaits campers this summer.

We offer both in-person and virtual camp weeks, so campers

can enjoy learning about the ocean and New Jersey’s coast no

matter where they are!

Due to popular demand, NJSGC will again be offering Marine

Science Camp-in-a-Box which will include a variety of unique

science activities and fun crafts that can be done on your own

or during your camp week.

In the meantime, inquiries can be directed to Rosemary Higgins,

College and Special Programs Coordinator, at

rhiggins@njseagrant.org. Check our website njseagrant.org

for complete camp information.

JerSey Shore aNNUal 

photo coNteSt

Many beautiful photos were submitted in the 2021 Jersey

Shore Photo Contest. Voters selected the 12 finalists. They

can be viewed on our website: njseagrant.org.  The 12

winning photos will be featured in the 2022 Jersey Shore

Photo Contest Calendar. 



Secaucus has posted signage next to

the rain garden that is being used to

pilot-test the technology for Dr.

Dibyendu Sarkar’s project funded by

NJSGC. The research is entitled

“Greening the Grey Infrastructure:

Green Adsorbent Media for Catch

Basin Inserts to Remove Stormwater

Pollutants.”

Dr. Thomas Herrington,

NJSGC’s Coastal

Community Resilience

Specialist, who is also the

Associate Director of the

Urban Coast Institute, has

been named the editor-in-

chief of the Journal of

Marine Environmental

Engineering. Herrington has

served for four years as a

member of the publication’s

editorial board, which

currently includes represen-

tatives of American universities and military agencies as well as

research institutions in Canada, China, Denmark, Greece, India

and the Netherlands. His term as editor will extend through

2024.

The journal’s scope includes scientific and engineering disciplines

addressing complex environmental problems in ocean and

Dr.  Thomas Herrington to Guide 

Journal of Marine Environmental Engineering

estuary waters and inland seas. Topics covered in past issues

have included coastal and ocean processes, marine waste

disposal, habitat enhancement and creation, fisheries

management, dredging, beach erosion and management, and

computer modeling, among many others. Herrington said he looks

forward to expanding the publication’s range in upcoming issues.

“The journal is unique in both its interdisciplinary nature and its

focus on applied science and engineering,” he said. “It will

continue to publish articles that articulate practical solutions to

real-world environmental problems, but broaden the content to

include emerging areas of marine environmental engineering

required for future sustainability and resilience to climate change

impacts, including natural carbon sequestration and the use of

natural and nature-based features, living shorelines, and

ecosystem adaptations for coastal restorations, adaption, and

resilience.”

The journal was launched in 1993 and is published by the Old

City Publishing, based in Philadelphia.

New Jersey Sea Grant Consortium and NY Sea Grant again

joining efforts on the BEachSAFEly campaign
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The BEachSAFEly campaign has enjoyed tremendous success in

the Social Media platforms. It provides information on Rip

Currents, Sunburn, Marine Debris, Life Jackets and other safety

issues related to beach visits.



NJSGC SUPPORTS THE 5th

JERSEY SHORE JUNIOR SCIENCE

SYMPOSIUM 

Hooked on Ocean Acidification

Seminars
The “Hooked on Ocean Acidification” seminar series was held virtually in

February and March, in an effort to connect recreational anglers, educators,

and natural resource managers with regional scientists studying the impacts of

ocean and coastal acidification in Mid-Atlantic waters. 

The four sessions covered how acidification can affect recreationally important

fish and shellfish, the potential for seagrasses to buffer acidic waters and help

with reef restoration, and the models being developed to forecast changes in

The 5th Jersey Shore Junior Science Symposium (JSJSS) was held virtually on

March 19, 2021 and hosted by Ocean County College.  The virtual symposium

included presentations of 10 student research papers, 6 posters and a guest

speaker.  The Jersey Shore Junior Science Symposium is co-sponsored by the

Department of Defense, Ocean County College, Naval Weapons Station Earle,

NAVAIR, and Picatinny Arsenal. 

The primary goal of the JSJSS is to promote research and experimentation in

the sciences, engineering, and mathematics at the high school level, and to

publicly recognize students for outstanding achievement. The event includes

presentations from New Jersey high school students on their individual science

research projects.  The JSJSS is one of 48 regional symposia held nationwide

and students compete to attend the Department of Defense Junior Science &

Humanities Symposia (JSHS).  The JSJSS selects the top sixteen papers, the top

ten will compete in a paper presentation and the remainder participate in a

poster presentation competition.  The top five JSJSS student paper presenters

participated in the JSHS on April 14-17, 2021 to compete for scholarships.  

The JSHS is a highly accomplished national program that sets a standard for

academic excellence.  It connects researchers and educators located in university

settings, government laboratories and private research centers with talented

and motivated high school students and their teachers.  Every year, more than

10,000 students participate in the forty-eight Regional Symposiums held on

university campuses across the country.  Participating in the JSHS program offers

students and their teachers many benefits.

The NJSGC provides awards to the students with the Top Environmental Paper

and Top Environmental Poster.  At the 2021 Symposium, NJSGC presented a

$300 award for the Top Environmental Paper to Lana Van Note, Marine

Academy of Technology and Environmental Science, Stafford Township, NJ for

her paper presentation on Comparing the Biodegradability of Petroleum-based

Plastic with a Novel, Sustainable Bio-plastic Alternative and a $200 award for

the Top Environmental Poster was presented to

Cassandra Vongrej, Marine Academy of

Technology and Environmental Science, Stafford

Township, NJ for her poster on Land Based

Seagrass (Zostera marina) Germination to

Determine Optimal Plant Growth and as a

Restoration Initiative.

As a member of the Executive Committee, the

New Jersey Sea Grant Consortium proudly serves

many JSJSS activities such as recruiting members

to be Technical Paper Reviewers, Student Mentors,

and Symposium Judge for Presentations and

Poster Session.  NJSGC member volunteers

included Diana Burich and Jody Sackett.

OA and hypoxia in the Chesapeake Bay. State

and regional efforts to monitor and mitigate

acidification were also highlighted.

Hooked on Ocean Acidification was sponsored by

the Mid-Atlantic Coastal Acidification Network

(MACAN) and the Mid-Atlantic Regional

Association for Coastal Ocean Observing Systems

(MARACOOS), in collaboration with our partners

at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science, Rutgers

Cooperative Extension, the Mid-Atlantic Regional

Council on the Ocean and the New Jersey Sea

Grant Consortium. 

More information and seminar recordings can be

found at https://midacan.org/news/f/hooked-

on-ocean-acidification-series-for-recreational-

anglers



2021 Sea Grant Knauss Fellow Dr.  Arye Janoff Update

Dr. Arye Janoff is the 2021 Knauss Fellow working with the U.S.

House Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Coast

Guard and Maritime Transportation.

He recently visited the Port of Baltimore along with officials

from the US Army Corps of Engineers, the Port of Baltimore

and Ports America Chesapeake. They visited the marine

terminals and the dredge containment management facilities at

Masonville and Cox Creek. Inflow from the Seagirt dredging

project was in full operation at Masonville. During the visit the

Ever Faith of Evergreen, a 12,000 TEU container ship called on

the Port.

Dr. Janoff was awarded the 2021 Syvitski Student Modeler

award for his submission From Coastal Retreat to Seaward

Growth: Emergent Behaviors from Paired Community Beach

Nourishment Choices. 

In his words: “At the end of each week, I am responsible for

providing a top-line weekly overview of CG&MT’s activities to

the Front Office to be compiled into a weekly report for Chair

DeFazio. In addition, I am responsible for writing memos to my

team on bills that are referred to our Subcommittee, including

background, an overview of the language and intent of the

bill, cosponsors, corresponding legislation, etc. Finally, the

Legislative Assistant and I are tasked with notetaking for all

meetings for our team to reference on a rolling basis.”

Dr. Arye Janoff is pictured third from right with officials touring the

Port of Baltimore.

He participates in many other tasks such as drafting

department letters and memos meeting with industry groups

and attending briefings on issues such as Great Lakes shipping,

Covid-19 cruise ship concerns and clean air, among many

others.

NJSGC's 2021 Knauss fellow Arye Janoff has been busy last

month.  He presented a keynote presentation at the Community

Surface Dynamics Modeling System 2021 Annual Meeting as

the recipient of the Jaia Syvitski 2021 Student Modeler

Award.He attended staff meetings and conducted interviews

with the Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation

Subcommittee. He held informational interviews with the

California Coastal Commission, US Army Corps of Engineers

(USACE) Engineer Research Development Center (ERDC),

American Bird Conservancy, National Ocean Protection

Coalition, RRM Designs (planning consultancy), and others.He

staffed the CG&MT subcommittee on various agency briefs

(i.e., Coast Guard, Government Accountability Office, Maritime

Administration, Centers for Disease Control, National

Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration, Department

of Homeland Security, Customs and Border Protection etc.)He

attended and participated in policy meetings with the

Administration and House Leadership on the American Jobs

Plan. He took a course on markup procedures from Committee

Clerk in preparation for upcoming bill markups.He helped to

draft a letter to President Biden and Secretary Alejandro

Mayorkas on Customs and Border Protection determinations on

the Jones Act.He plans to visit the West Coast in August with

stops at many ports in California, Oregon and Washington.

Ocean Fun Days will be

held virtually again this

fall. Watch for updates on

our website!
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