
PROMPT: If you could star in any movie, what movie would you pick and why? (225 word limit) 

 

BEFORE 

Released in 1989, Dead Poets Society is one of my favorite movies. If given the opportunity, I would play 

John Keating, an unusual English teacher who inspires his students to cease the day and live life to the 

fullest. In the end, Keating is fired; in part because he encourages his students to stand up against 

authority. But his teaching proves it has a lasting effect when his students, despite commands from the 

headmaster to sit down, stand on their desks upon Keating’s departure and shout “O Captain! My 

Captain!” to honor him. 

Outside of Keating being a very exciting character to play, I would love to work with Ethan Hawke and 

Robert Sean Leonard, who have gone on to have exciting (and lucrative) careers. I would love to work 

with great actors, or experts in any field. I admire that Hawke explored other avenues outside of acting as 

well, including writing a book. 

In Dead Poets Society, Keating spurs his students to live life to the fullest and take chances, and that is 

how I hope to live my life. I want to be brave and make a change. I also want to fight against the same 

kind of injustice that Williams was faced with.  

 

FINAL 

With a barbaric yawp, I would play Robin Williams’ character in Dead Poets Society. Like John Keating, 

I want to encourage bravery and live life to the fullest. I want to be immersed in academic life in 

buildings covered in ivy. I also want to fight against the same kind of injustice Keating came up against.  

In the movie, Keating is an unconventional English teacher who inspires his students to seize the day. 

When I was 14, I had a life-changing experience at an academic competition out of state. I had never been 

outside of Kentucky and I was nervous. But my dad told me I would come back stronger and gave me $50 

to buy a souvenir. He was right. We didn’t even kind of win the competition, but the trip made me realize 

how much you learn by facing your fears. Also, I still love the sweatshirt I bought with the money. 

Now, I want to be a lawyer. That’s another reason why I relate to Keating. In the end, he is unfairly fired, 

but his teaching proves it has a lasting effect when his students, despite commands from the headmaster to 

sit down, stand on their desks upon Keating’s departure and shout “O Captain! My Captain!” to honor 

him. I want to make that kind of impact, too.  


