
Be Strong & 
Courageous!



Deuteronomy 31:1-9 (NLT)

Joshua Becomes Israel’s Leader

31 When Moses had finished giving these instructions to all the people of Israel, 2 he said, “I am 

now 120 years old, and I am no longer able to lead you. The LORD has told me, ‘You will not 

cross the Jordan River.’ 3 But the LORD your God himself will cross over ahead of you. He will 

destroy the nations living there, and you will take possession of their land. Joshua will lead you 

across the river, just as the LORD promised.
4 “The LORD will destroy the nations living in the land, just as he destroyed Sihon and Og, the 

kings of the Amorites. 5 The LORD will hand over to you the people who live there, and you must 

deal with them as I have commanded you. 6 So be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid and 

do not panic before them. For the LORD your God will personally go ahead of you. He will neither 

fail you nor abandon you.”
7 Then Moses called for Joshua, and as all Israel watched, he said to him, “Be strong and 

courageous! For you will lead these people into the land that the LORD swore to their ancestors 

he would give them. You are the one who will divide it among them as their grants of land. 8 Do 

not be afraid or discouraged, for the LORD will personally go ahead of you. He will be with you; 

he will neither fail you nor abandon you.”

Public Reading of the Book of Instruction
9 So Moses wrote this entire body of instruction in a book and gave it to the priests, who carried 

the Ark of the LORD’s Covenant, and to the elders of Israel.



Joshua 1:5-9 (NLT)

5 No one will be able to stand against you as long as you live. For I will be 

with you as I was with Moses. I will not fail you or abandon you.
6 “Be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will lead these 

people to possess all the land I swore to their ancestors I would give 

them. 7 Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the 

instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to 

the right or to the left. Then you will be successful in everything you 

do. 8 Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night 

so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you 

prosper and succeed in all you do. 9 This is my command—be strong and 

courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the LORD your God is 

with you wherever you go.”



“Big Sandals 
to Fill”



5 Qualities of a Great 
Christian Leader:



1).  LISTENER



2).  CLEAR AND 
EFFECTIVE 
COMMUNICATOR



3).  LEADS IN 
TRUTH AND IS 
HONEST IN 
LIFESTYLE



4).  EMPATHETIC 
AND CARING



5).  HUMBLE



Jesus possesses all of 

these qualities in total 

perfection and to an 

infinite degree.



Pick just one of 
these qualities to 

grow in and you will 
grow in all of them.



Deuteronomy 31:2 (NLT)

2 he said, “I am now 120 years old, and I am no longer 

able to lead you. The LORD has told me, ‘You will not 

cross the Jordan River.’



OH “I am not able 

yet to go out and 

come...”



“Jesus will lead 
me.  I want to 

get things done 
the way He 
prescribes.”



Deuteronomy 31:3 (NLT)

3 But the LORD your God himself will cross over 

ahead of you. He will destroy the nations living there, 

and you will take possession of their land. Joshua 

will lead you across the river, just as 

the LORD promised.



Leaders lead best 

when we love our 

enemies and pray for 

those who try to use us 

(mean people).



Lou Gehrig and 
Babe Dahlgren



Joshua 1:2-4 (NLT)

2 “Moses my servant is dead. Therefore, the time has 

come for you to lead these people, the Israelites, 

across the Jordan River into the land I am giving 

them. 3 I promise you what I promised Moses: 

‘Wherever you set foot, you will be on land I have 

given you— 4 from the Negev wilderness in the south 

to the Lebanon mountains in the north, from the 

Euphrates River in the east to the Mediterranean 

Sea in the west, including all the land of the Hittites.’



When Jesus 

comes to rule, 

Israel will be 

huge!





“I will be with you.  I 

will not forsake you 

and I will not 

abandon you”



Ah-yah = I will be...



HEAR WHAT 
JOSHUA 
HEARD!





“Be strong and courageous, 
do not fear and do not be 

terrified from before them.”



STRONG = mental, emotional and physical





Courage is acting 
boldly even while 

being afraid.


