
PLEIN AIR SITE DESCRIPTIONS/DIRECTIONS 

 
 
Dale-Engle-Walker Property, 1471 Strawbridge Rd., Lewisburg  

 
The Dale-Engle-Walker (DEW) property, bordered 
by Buffalo Creek, offers a variety of habitats 
including flood plain, streamside riparian buffer, 
mature woodlots and open fields. The property is 
home to Dale’s Ridge Trail, which, to the north, 
presents scenic ridge-top views of Buffalo Valley 
farmland with White Deer Ridge and Nittany 
Mountain beyond.  
  
In early spring, multitudes of wildflowers grace the 
property. Yellow trout lilies and Virginia bluebells 

appear in the rich soil of the floodplain. Wildflowers at the Dale’s Ridge Trail switchback 
are white or purple hepatica, rue anemone and wild ginger. Mayapple, hepatica and 
eastern columbine are found in the woodlot, an old-growth stand of oak, hickories and ash, 
dominated by a healthy sugar maple population.  
  
A shallow pond in the Buffalo Creek floodplain 
supports spring peepers, wood turtles and frogs. 
In springtime, jelly-like masses containing 
hundreds of frog eggs float just below the surface.  
 
The Federal-style Dale-Engle-Walker House, 
constructed of locally quarried limestone by 
Samuel Dale in 1793, is a focal point of the 
property and a perennial favorite of artists and 
photographers.   
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Directions: 3.6 miles, 7 minutes from Routes 15 & 
45/Market St., Lewisburg 

• Head north on Route 15 – 0.5 miles 

• Turn left onto PA-192 W/Buffalo Road – 
 1.7 miles 

• Turn right onto Strawbridge Road/T450 – 1.4 
miles (Destination will be on the left. Drive up the 
lane to the DEW House parking area.) 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Koons Property (Koons Trail) N. 4th St., Mifflinburg 
– Hassenplug Covered Bridge Closed for Repairs 
  
The Koons property, a 25-acre conservation easement 
within the borough of Mifflinburg, is the site of the 
Koons Trail and the picturesque and historic 
Hassenplug Covered Bridge, which crosses Buffalo 
Creek. The bridge is currently closed for repairs, but the 
small parking area south of the bridge on N. 4th St. is 
still available. To access areas of the Koons property 
north of the bridge, parking is available on N. 8th St.  Park north of the 8th St. bridge and 
walk east (downstream) about 150 yards. Walk toward the tree line to the kiosk where trail 
information is available.  Alternatively, drive north on N. 8th St. and turn right onto Green 
Ridge Rd. Turn right again at N. 4th St. and proceed south.    
 
North of Buffalo Creek, one-time farm fields have been restored to their former floodplain 

character. Several depressions were created to further 
diversify this landscape. A slight rise was created here to 
create a site for viewing this wetland. The area is habitat for 
amphibians, muskrat, mink, resident and migratory birds, 
including the American woodcock, a plump, long-billed bird 
that performs dramatic courtship flights in early evening 
and morning from mid-March to late May.  
 
South of Buffalo Creek the eastern portion of the trail 

includes a loop that follows Buffalo Creek, then passes a number of vernal pools and gives 
access from the loop to a wildflower meadow most colorful in summer and fall. Within the 
main loop one can meander along several interior pathways where a variety of wildflowers 
such as mayapple, skunk cabbage, dog toothed violets and spring beauty may be 
observed. (Please note:  the necessary removal of dead ash trees several years ago 
greatly altered this portion of the trail network. Work to restore it to its former character is 
on-going. but will take some time.)  
 
Directions: 8.8 miles, 14 minutes, (without 
traffic) from Routes 15 & 45/Market St., 
Lewisburg 

• Head west on PA-45/Market St. 

• Continue to follow PA-45 W into 
Mifflinburg– 8.3 mi 

• Turn right onto N 4th St. – 0.5 mi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shikellamy Bluffs adjacent to Shikellamy 
State Park in Union Twp., Union Co. 
 
Shikellamy Bluffs, purchased by the Linn 
Conservancy in 2015, is the Conservancy’s 
newest land protection project. Ownership of 
the 36-acre, ecologically significant property, 
which abuts the north edge of the Shikellamy 
State Park overlook, passed to the 
Pennsylvania State Parks system in 2017.    
 
The property offers plein air artists breathtaking vistas of the confluence of the West and 
North Branches of the Susquehanna River, as well as the river valleys of both branches. 
Shikellamy Bluffs also provides an elegant natural backdrop to the Susquehanna River 
and Lake Augusta when viewed from either Sunbury or Northumberland. 
 
In addition, the site provides woodland vistas along County Line Road and more than 
2,400 feet of woodland buffer on the western boundary of Shikellamy State Park. A multi-
tiered forest that has a canopy of red oak, chestnut oak, ash, American basswood, striped 
maple, red maple, sugar maple, black birch, and Virginia pine dominates areas of native 

vegetation. White oaks, some sizeable, occur near and in the 
stream corridor that traverses the southwestern portion of 
the site. Wooded areas open to picturesque glades. 
Lowbush blueberry, pink lady’s slipper orchids, and various 
herbs and grasses make up the understory, helping to 
provide valuable habitat for forest mammals, reptiles, 
amphibians, and birds. Ravens, great-horned owls, wood 
thrushes, titmice, and pileated, red-bellied, and downy 
woodpeckers, as well as many other species are seen and 
heard on the site.   

 
 
Directions: 8.7 miles, 13 minutes, from Routes 15 & 45/Market St., Lewisburg 

• Go south on Route 15, 5.9 miles.  

• Turn left onto County Line Road.  Continue on County Line – 2.4 miles 

• Take a slight left onto Shikellamy State Park Road to top of hill – 0.4 miles  
 

 


