
  PD DAY 
May 2, 2022 

 

EQUITY:  POWER, PRIVILEGE AND  
  YOU 

with Erin England and Dana Reaume  

(please register with Erin – eengland@sd19.bc.ca) 

9:00-12:00 @ RSS library

 

Description: 

Explore the complex concepts of power and privilege, and how they 

relate to you and your students. Through guided activities and hearing 

from BIPOC voices, Dana & Erin will support conversations around 

diversity and equity. 
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DYSLEXIA 

With Suzanne Diermann (online) 

9:00-11:00 @ AHE, or the Zoom link can be sent to you 

11:00-12:00 debrief and sharing session @ AHE (hosted by Allison Just) 

 

Description: 

In this session, we will take a “mini-dive” into dyslexia – what is going on with the kids who don’t seem to 

“catch on” in the learning to read process. Why we need to watch for the red flags in the early childhood 

years. Why early intervention is critical for these students and ways teachers can support literacy 

success, using the science of reading principles and structured high-impact strategies. We will also look at 

the great importance of phonological awareness. What it is and ways to weave it into your classroom. 

Resources, screening tools, assessments, strategies, checklists, and teaching ideas will be explained and 

shared with the participants. Come with your questions; we will provide clarity and suggestions on the 

Science of Reading and how the use of high-impact strategies can refine your literacy program. 

 

 

 

 

INDIGENOUS STORY TELLING 

with Kenthen Thomas 
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1:00-3:00 @ RSS common area.  We will hopefully head outside, weather 

permitting, so come prepared with a blanket or chair to sit on. 

  

Description: 

Kenthen captivates audiences with his fascinating retellings of legends 
of the Secwépemc, his family land for more than 10,000 years. This is 
where his late grandmother, respected and even legendary Secwépemc 
elder, the late Dr. Mary Thomas, taught him the traditional art of 
storytelling. Storytelling for the Shuswap people traditionally brought 
entertainment to the families during long winter nights. It is also a way 
to keep the history alive, tell important lessons, and share amusing 
anecdotes about all the creatures found on this land. The language, 
Secwepemctsin, and these stories have become marginalized and even 
endangered because of the predominance and ethnocentrism of English 
language and culture in Canada. 

Kenthen will be spending a few days in our district, starting with an 

afternoon pro-d gathering to learn about traditional Secwepemc 

storytelling. This will include teachings around protocols and ways to 

be a better storyteller. 

Storyteller and theatre artist Kenthen Thomas’ past performances have 
included stints with Salmon Arm Roots n’ Blues Festival, Secwépemc 
Native Theatre, Dreamweaver Theatre (Simon Fraser University), 
Sen’Klip Native Theatre, Caravan Farm Theatre and Shuswap Theatre. 
He also contributed narration in the CBC’s Legends series that appeared 
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nationwide in 2006. He has also been an educator with School District 
#73. 

Kenthen has been involved with the Salmon Arm Roots n’ Blues Festival 
(2007, 2013, 2014, 1015) doing both storytelling and the Secwépemc 
Grand Opening. He co-wrote, co-directed and starred in a play for 
Shuswap Theatre called “Legends” (2012), which had a 22-show run. 

KINBALL  

with Sarra Dupuis (please register with Colleen Wall - cwall@sd19.bc.ca) 

1:00-3:30 @ RSS gym  

*****One Kin-ball will be given away to a lucky participant.***** 

 

Description: 

Have you ever tried Kin-ball before? This Canadian sport was started up in 
Québec in 1986 and has grown into an international phenomenon. In a nutshell, 
it's a game with three teams of 4 players hitting a large but light ball (4ft in 
diameter) up in the air and working together to keep the ball from touching the 
ground. This fun and inclusive game gets all types of students involved, 
regardless of their level of athletism, and it focuses on cooperation and 
communication. 
In this 2.5 hr workshop, you will learn and play the game of Kin-ball but you will 
also explore other activities that can be done with the Omnikin ball. Kin-ball can 
be introduced starting in grade 3 all the way to adulthood. All the other activities 
using the giant ball can be played from K to grade 12. 
Participants need to wear running shoes and athletic wear. Volleyball knee pads 
are optional. 
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GO TO EDUCATOR TRAINING 

This workshop will be held virtually via zoom and staff may join individually or in small 
groups.  Please email ssalon@sd19.bc.ca to register and receive login information. 

 

Time:  9:00-3:00 

  

Description: 

In each school, there are educators with whom students naturally form good relationships, go 
to for help, and feel comfortable talking to about their problems. This workshop is led by the 
Mental Health Literacy Project which strives to increase understanding of mental health in the 
school setting.  The Go-To Educator Training is a one day virtual workshop open to any school 
staff or community professionals who come in contact with students. Its focus is to develop 
mental health literacy amongst staff, and provides information on how to identify students who 
may be struggling and connect them to available supports.  
  
Go-To Educators are not trained to be counselors or work outside of their scope of practice. 
They learn how to complement and collaborate with student service providers in school 
settings, enhancing the development of a whole-school support network that can better meet 
student needs. Research has demonstrated that this approach can improve access to mental 
health care for those students with severe disorders or more complex needs, while 
concurrently decreasing total number of referrals to specific mental health services. 
  
The project works to raise literacy amongst students and staff in the following areas: 

 Understanding how to foster and maintain good mental health  

 Understanding mental disorders and their treatments 

 Decreasing Stigma 

mailto:ssalon@sd19.bc.ca
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 Understanding how to seek help effectively and utilize referral pathways to health care 
services  
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