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Grandparents
Raising

Grandchildren
No matter how much you love
your grandkids, raising them
comes with many challenges as
well as rewards. These
guidelines can help you succeed
at parenting the second time
around.

As grandparents, we usually have the benefit of interacting with our grandkids on a level
that is once removed from the day-to-day responsibilities of parents. For many of us,
grandparenting means a weekend together every now and then, an afternoon play date,
an evening babysitting, a summer vacation, or chats on the phone and email exchanges
here and there. But when life circumstances change—through divorce, the death of
parents, or changes to a parent’s work or school-related responsibilities, for example—it
often falls to grandparents to assume full- or part-time responsibility for their
grandchildren.

Also known as “kinship care,” a growing number of grandparents are now taking on the
parenting role for their grandchildren, thus foregoing the traditional grandparent/grandchild
relationship. This often means giving up your leisure time, the option of traveling, and
many other aspects of your independence. Instead, you once again take on responsibility
for the day-to-day maintenance of a home, schedules, meals, homework, and play dates.
And if it was tragic circumstances that required you to step into the role of a parent, you’ll
face many other stress factors, such as as coping with your own and your grandchildren’s
grief.

But raising your grandchildren, while challenging, can also be incredibly rewarding. Yes,
you may have to deal with colicky babies or moody teenagers, but you’ll also experience a
much greater connection to your grandchild’s world, including their school and leisure
activities. You may also find yourself rolling back the years, rejuvenated by the constant
companionship of much younger people. And you can derive immense satisfaction from
providing your grandchildren with a safe, nurturing, and structured home environment in
which to grow and feel loved.
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Exploring your rights as a grandparent
Some circumstances make it necessary for grandparents to seek legal help. If there’s
been a divorce, death of one parent, estrangement, or the suspicion that your
grandchildren are undergoing neglect or abuse, you may need to consult a lawyer or
advocacy group to clarify your legal rights and ensure access to your grandchildren.

Click HERE for more helpful tips on raising grandchildren.

Let us know what you think of the article and what other articles you would like to know
more about.

Please click here to view the City of Life Website and read other very informative
information to help our Foster kids and our Foster Parents.

We would be very interested in getting your feedback about what subjects you’d like
included. Please click on the Contact Us button and tell us what you think.”

Sincerely,
City of Life
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