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Have a great day!

Thanks for supporting 

your local paper!
10TH ANNUAL COMMERCE DAYS’ 
EVENTS RUN JUNE 16-19

Inserts inside:

Page 8

•Please see Miami,
Page 6

•Please see Modoc,
Page 4

Carla Nielsen

news@reidnewspapers.com

P
referring to use 

the utmost caution 

as the COVID-19 

pandemic continues, and 

to provide community 

members more time for 

vaccinations, the Miami 

Tribe of Oklahoma will not 

hold community events or 

the annual Miami Nation 

Powwow during the week 

of the tribe’s general council 

meeting this month. 

Instead, a Myaamia 

community reunion event is 

scheduled for Sept. 24-25. 

The General Council 

meeting will be Saturday, 

June 26, beginning at 8 a.m. 

The gathering in 

September also will take 

place outdoors, weather 

permitting, and will include 

community lacrosse games, 

an archery competition, 

a Mahkisina tournament, 

social dances, a stomp 

dance and arts and crafts 

vendors. 

A full listing of the 

events, times, and locations 

will be published on the 

tribal website at https://

www.miamination.com as 

the dates get closer.  

Though the COVID-19 

pandemic status has 

improved, large gatherings 

continue to pose health 

concerns and the tribe does 

not have a facility with 

enough space to allow for 

the social distancing of a 

large group at the annual 

meeting. Therefore, it will 

again be held outdoors 

before the heat of the day 

sets in. 

As with last year’s 
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A 
documentary covering the history and 

people of the Modoc Nation will debut at 

7 p.m. Saturday, June 19 at the Coleman 

Theatre.

“Modoc Nation: An Untold Story of Survival” will 

be shown at the invitation-only premier.

“This was a way of recapturing that and 

reconnecting with that homeland, going back to the 

Klamath tribes, talking to them and really showing 

where their people came from,” said Annette Clark, 

Director of Education and Culture, Tribal Registrar 

and Librarian for the Modoc Nation.

Following its premier, “Modoc Nation” will be used 

for different educational presentations and on down 
the road, will be shown in the tribe’s museum once 

it’s completed. 

Clark said the highlight of the documentary isn’t 

the war that forced the relocation of tribal members 

from the California-Oregon border to Indian Territory 

in the late 1800s, but more about the people and what 

J
ennifer Enyart 

has been selected 

as the CASA 

(court appointed special 

Advocat) volunteer of the 

month for June.

Enyart has been a 

CASA volunteer for two 

years and nine months, 

serving two children on 

two cases. 

Enyart says of her 

work with CASA, “I 

absolutely love being 

a CASA volunteer. It is 

the most rewarding feeling knowing that you are doing 

everything you can to make sure your kiddo is living their 

best life.”

Enyart played a vital role in the reunification of a father 
and his son. The son was taken into DHS custody after the 

police raided his biological mom’s house and found meth 

under the mattress he was sleeping on. His father was 

facing legal troubles, on the run, and living in Alabama 

when DHS contacted him regarding his son. 

The father came back to Oklahoma to accept 

responsibility for his wrongdoings and become the father 

his son deserved. The father credits Enyart, the boy’s 

CASA, for his successful reunification with his son. 
Enyart advocated for the boy’s best interest, even when 

no one else agreed with her, and now he is living his best 

life with his dad.

Enyart’s life values were instilled at a young age. 

Enyart recalls her granny and poppa always inviting 

different people to family functions, whether it be a co-

Miami Tribe moves 

powwow to September
 General meeting June 26

Documentary tells 
about Modoc Nation

CASA names its 
volunteer of the 
month for June

The Miami Tribe has pushed its annual powwow back to September as a COVID-19 precaution. It 

now will be a Myaamia community reunion event.

Enyart
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T
he annual Picher all-school 

reunion continues to grow.

The event, marking its 20th 

year, will be at a new location — the 

upstairs meeting room at the Miami 

Civic Center.

The reunion is 2 to 6 p.m. 

Previously it had been at NEO’s 

Student Activity Center.

 “People sort of take for granted that 

you can have your hometown and you 

can always come ‘home’ like for class 

reunions or back in the days when 

in Picher we’d have the Old Miners 

Reunions,” said Sherri Mills, a member 

of the organizing committee. “That was 

a time that people could come back. 

There were a lot of class reunions. To 

me, this has kind of taken the place 

of the miner’s days. It’s kind of the 

same. The name has changed, but the 

outcome is pretty much the same where 

it’s a gathering time, it’s a time to share 

memories, but most importantly, it’s 

our time that we’ve been able to keep 

people connected.

“That is the main thing: don’t forget 

where you came from.”

This is the first of two annual events 
held in honor of a place that is now 

called a “ghost town” by some.

Just like the summer reunion, the 

“Coming Home for Christmas” parade 

has proved to be wildly popular, 

drawing huge crowds in December.

“When you are in a small town, its 

‘when I can get out of this town I am 

going to get out of there because it’s 

so small and there’s nothing to do. But 

when it’s really gone, you look back 

and think ‘our town is really gone — 

there’s not a town there any more,” 

Mills said. “Having events like this, 

the all-school reunion and the ‘Coming 

Home for Christmas’ parade, it gets 

people back and there’s a connection 

people can have together and not forget 

your hometown.”

Picher once was a thriving town (at 

one point having a population larger 

than Miami), the heart of the lead and 

zinc mining industry in the tri-state 

area.

But it slowly died when the mines 

shut down, then being named an 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Superfund site in 1980. 

The EPA and State of Oklahoma 

agreed to an evacuation and buyout of 

the entire township.

The final blow was an F-4 tornado in 
2008.

“We’re going to try something 

different this year (a short program),” 
Mills said. “I think people will enjoy it. 

It’s a change of pace.

“Our main focus is just to have a 

place where people can gather and 

share memories, make new memories 

and just talk about old things.”

The entertainment will include a 

song about Picher performed by Hunter 

Bissell and a poem about the town 

written by Whitney Dively Cantwell.

Former PCHS teacher Lela 

Horsechief will do a pantomime.

Facemasks are optional, Mills said. 

“I’ve been getting positive feedback 

from people because we skipped a year 

(2020 thanks to COVID-19),” she said. 

Work also is progressing on a 

memorial site “which just keeps bigger 

and bigger.”

Reunion member include Mills, Sue 

Sigle, Susie Stone, Tammy Roberts, 

Paula Suman, Shirley Sharbutt, Debbie 

Barnes, Donna Reeves, Stacy Koger 

and Tish Freeman. 

There will be a table with Picher 

memorabilia for sale.

Picher lives on through
all-school reunion
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Across

1) France’s Cote d’_

5) “_ to bury Caesar ... “

10) Ltr. add-ons

13) Striker’s cry

14) “Fat chance!”

15) Soccer fan’s cry

16) Basketball strategy

18) Bit of frat jewelry

19) Give a pep talk to

20) Added zip to

22) Shown on TV

25) Olfactory offenses
26) Verbally abuse

30) Accepted, as a job

32) Thruway signs

33) “Alfie” star Michael
34) Bay State fish
37) Bratty talk

38) Goes belly up

39) Silver State city

40) Texter’s “didn’t need to

know that”

41) Fastener for drywall

42) Marx Brothers specialty
43) Camden Yards player

45) Like hoppy ale

46) Added wing

48) Firebug’s offense
50) Makers of Barbie
52) Cried 15-Across

57) “The Gold-Bug” author

58) Place for bargains

61) Rescue squad letters

62) Not so congenial

63) Rocket segment

64) Morse tap
65) Quitter’s comment

66) Word that can precede the

first parts of this puzzle’s
theme answers

Down

1) In a short time

2) Some California wines, for short

3) Lone Star state sch.

4) Calls again

5) Derive by reasoning

6) Cedar Rapids college

7) Hold title to

8) Church event

9) Assault from Moe
10) Selena Gomez show, e.g.

11) Harder to outwit

12) FedExes, say

13) Action movie gun

17) “HOMES” part
21) Altar affirmation
23) Amazon.com, notably

24) Embroidered ornament

26) Veg out

27) Event with proctors

28) Driver’s license prerequisite

29) “_ alive!”

3 l) Come-_ (lures)

33) Showy lily

35) Story opener

36) Take-charge sort

38) Rock’s _ Fighters

39) Maze scurrier
41) Added to the recipe

42) Deft touch

44) AARP part (Abbr.)

45) Physicist Niels

46) Excited, with “up”

47) “Diana” star Watts

49) Near-miss, perhaps

51) Off one’s rocker
53) Caesarean rebuke

54) Leonine outburst

55) Logician’s “therefore”

56) Balmoral Castle river

59) Lucy of “Elementary”

60) “_ Girls” (Kelly movie)

918-788-2228

  Sudoku uses pure logic 
and requires no math 
to solve. It is a number-
placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several 
given numbers. 
   The object is to place 
the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the empty squares so 
that each row, each 
column and each 3x3 
box contains the same 
number only once. 

Answers to Friday’s crossword

Friday’s

Friday’s Sudoku

they went through.

“There are a lot of different stories 
and stories untold,” Clark said. “So the 
people are reaching out to reconnect 

with their history. This was the way we 
could really get it out there.”

The documentary, which runs about 
56 minutes, tells what members’ 
experiences were, and then moves 
into what was the legacy and what is 
happening now with the Modoc Nation 

and how are they building their people 
back up and how they are supporting 
their community as well, Clark said.

The Modoc and Klamath tribes were 
terminated from federal supervision 
in 1954 and were granted federal 

recognition in 1978.

There are about 500 enrolled 
members in 27 states.

 “From a tribal membership aspect, 
most people know the name or 
most people know the story of the 
larger tribes who have museums —
Cherokees, Quapaws, Peorias. That’s 
great and they know we’ve been here 
a long time, it’s just no one knows it,” 
said Modoc operations manager Rob 
Burkybile. “It’s a chance for not only 
people in our community and state to 
get a better appreciation, but from the 

outside who may say ‘oh my gosh, I’d 
never heard this.’”

The Modoc Nation has evolved from 
barely surviving to be a recognized 
tribe to now running businesses 
and now its thriving businesses are 
supporting programs for people. 

“From member’s point of view, they 
know the story of the war, but they 
don’t know the story of the tribe before 
the war because that was lost,” Clark 
said. “Once they arrived here after the 
war, they really don’t know the story 
in between there either. They tried to 
assimilate and hid everything so they 
could protect their families. They’ve 
lost their history almost entirely in a 
sense. 

“It’s not a ‘pow wow’ tribe. It’s a 
‘gathering’ tribe.”

Tribal officials originally hoped to 
do the documentary through a grant, 
“but the grant was pretty restrictive 
on what we could do. So the tribe saw 
how important telling the story was 
regarding the disconnect and moving 
the tribe from the homeland after the 
war,” Clark said.

Sextons Creek Productions of 
Indianapolis, Indiana, an independent 
design consultancy, is handling 

production, which started in January 
2020 but was slowed by COVID-19. 

It’s one of eight tribes based in 
Ottawa County: Peoria, Eastern 
Shawnee, Miami, Ottawa, Seneca 
Cayuga and Wyandotte.

According to it’s website, the 
ancestral home of the Modoc Nation, 
or Captain Jack’s Band of Modoc 
Indians, consisted of more than 5,000 
square miles along what is now the 
California-Oregon border.

Tribal members were forced by 
the U.S. government to move to the 
Quapaw Agency, Indian Territory in 
the 1800s.

“There’s only a handful (of the 
elders) that have ever made it to the 
homeland, so this will be their first-
hand touch of really seeing this from 
the view that they would see,” Clark 
said. 

“The language program has really 
taken off over the years. One big 
thing that tribal members haven’t had, 
whether it be us or others, has been the 
language disconnect,” said “Once we 
started getting something established 
and working with other sister tribes 
who share the language, it’s really 
piqued interest for members.”

•Continued from Page 1

Modoc

Divorces

Edwin Wade Goddard 
v. Norma Goddard

Rebecca Joy Shockley 
v. Brandon W. Shockley

Protective orders

Raymond Ruppert v. 
Macey Renae Adkison

Sue Ann Rowan v. 
David Wayne Berryhill

Jerry Allen Strait v. 
Melody Lynn Harris

Angel Dawn Miller v. 
Zachary Miller

Sharon Kay 
Quisenberry v. Bryon 
Keith Wade Jr.

Misdemeanors

State of Oklahoma 
v. Harold Everett 
Bringinggood for public 
intoxication

State of Oklahoma v. 
Jeffery Wynn Heiskell 
for DUI

State of Oklahoma v.

Felonies

State of Oklahoma v. 
Earl Ray Abner for theft 
of farm equipment

State of Oklahoma v. 
Octavius Orvell Mainer 
for larceny of lost 
property

State of Oklahoma v. 
Stoney Ray Mendenhall 
for theft of farm 

equipment
State of Oklahoma v. 

Jesus Apolonio Morales 
for possess firearms after 
conviction or during 
probation

State of Oklahoma v. 
Terry Lewis Sapp for 
larceny of an automobile

State of Oklahoma 
v. Tristan Lee Michael 
Tiffany for arson

State of Oklahoma 
v. Tristen Lee Michael 
Tiffany for plan/attempt/
conspire to perform act 
of violence

Ottawa county 
court reports

www.amazon.com

