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Graduated from the University of 

with a degree in Civil Engineering. 

Chase Clark 

Graduated from the University of Oklahoma with 

a degree in Linguistics and a double minor in 

Criminology and French. His career goals are to 

work as a professor, researcher and translator. 

Sophi Vaughn 

Graduated from Arizona School for the Arts and 

is attending CAP21 Musical Theatre Conserva-

tory at Molloy College, NYC. Her goal is to 

perform on Broadway. 

Jacquelyn Gore 

Graduated from Santa Margarita Catholic 

High School and is attending the University 

of San Diego. Jacquelyn is interested in 

careers working with children.. 

Cade Hudson 

Graduated from Tuttle High School, Oklaho-

ma and is attending Oklahoma City Commu-

nity College to become a Certified Regis-

tered Nurse Anesthetic. 

Liam  

Schmidt 

Jake  

Schmidt 

Easton  

Peterson 

Finley  

Brown 

Jackson 

Miller 

Earlie 

Miller 

Georgia 

Miller 

Noah  

Miller 

Claire 

Poe 

Sophia 

Bateman 

Quinn 

Stacy 

Logan 

Hollingback 

Blaine-Anthony 

Miller 

Jaxon 

Shadwick 

Arlo 

Mullin 

Bridger 

Miller 

Kashyn 

Miller 

Gage 

Stacey 

Emberlyn  

Stacey 

Rilee 

Hollingback 

Aaliyah 

Garrett 

Legacy 

Garrett 

Cody  

Richards 

Kylie 

Richards 

Cassidy  

Richards 

Leora  

Worthley 

Jase 

Worthley 

Miles 

Scifers 

Welcome to our newest Modoc Members ages 10 and under!! 

Bryce Hall 

Graduated from the University of Texas at Austin 

with a degree in Civil Engineering. After gradua-

tion, Bryce accepted a position with the firm of 

Halff Associates providing engineering and archi-

tecture services. 

Chelsea Clark 

Graduated from Jay High School as the Salutato-

rian and is attending the University of Oklaho-

ma and considering a major of Art History or 

Anthropology. Chelsea also has interests in the 

bakery field. 
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Forget Me Knot 

Forget me not when I pass through 

Smile, and say “I’ll remember you” 

Forget me not when sadness falls 

Look to the stars—look at them all 

Forget me not as you think of me 

Just like a soft chair, or sweet like tea 

Forget me not when the heart loses beat 

Because you are far, my arms can’t reach 

Forget me not when sleep is awaken 

I’m right here, close...just taken 

Forget me not while you pray 

God is the potter, and I was the clay 

Forget me not today or tomorrow 

Forget me not—sorrow 

 
Written by Modoc member, 

Anita “Jody” Williams 

It is not “goodbye”, it is  

“until we meet again” 

Judy (Follis) Cobb 

Feb. 10, 1941-Apr.9, 2020 

Miami, Oklahoma 

 

Rhonda (Rosiere) McDowell 

March 5, 1966-Oct. 24, 2020 

Branson, Missouri 

 

Tommy Burkybile 

June 10, 1951-June 24, 2020 

Quapaw, Oklahoma 

Phil Follis 

Aug. 9, 1936-Apr. 23, 2020 

Miami, Oklahoma 

Glen Miller 

Apr. 13, 1948-Oct. 16, 2020 

Wynnewood, Oklahoma 

When you were born, you cried and the world rejoiced. Live your life so that 

when you die, the world cries and you rejoice. 
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The Three Sisters  
 One of  the first important crops domesticated by 

Meso-American societies were corn, beans, and squash. 

Corn being the primary crop because it provided more 

energy per acre than the other crops.  

 According to the Three Sisters Legend, corn needs to grow along side other 

crops instead of  by itself  because it benefits greatly from companionship. Corn 

stalks act as a pole for bean vines to climb up. Beans have nitrogen at their roots 

providing an increase of  fertility to the next years crop of  corn by leaving it be-

hind in their empty plots. Bean vines also help the corn stalk to stay up in heavy 

winds by acting as a stabilizer. Squash vines are similar to a living mulch with 

their shallow roots, they prevent moisture in the soil from evaporating, increasing 

their chances of  survival in the dry years.  

 The appearance of  the spiny squash plant acts as a defense mechanism 

against predators and helps ot protect the crops by acting as a defense mechanism 

against predators. Planting these three crops together will produce a large amount 

of  residue which can be put back into the soil at the end of  the season to improve 

the quality of  the soil for next year. These crops also compliment each other nutri-

tionally.  

 Native Americans practiced this system for centuries using a different name 

for the soil and nitrogen. They would often look for signs in nature to tell when it 

was time to do something, for example, when the leaves on the dogwood tree 

reached the size of  a squirrels ear. Our crops were sure to have struggled for many 

years without this Native American legend. 
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            Traditional Modoc Plants  
Iris Missouriensis, or Gha’-gum lak’-o. in the Modoc language, also known as Rocky 

Mountain Iris, Western Blue Flag, and Missouri Flag. It is common in moist meadows 

that typically become dry later in the season. When the rootstocks are dried, they 

are occasionally used by medicine men as smoking material. They would mix it with 

white camas, Zygadenus venenosus, and tobacco which would result in severe nau-

sea, this way they could require a large fee for making them well again.  

Kunzia Tridentata, or chak’-lo. In the Modoc language, also known as buck brush, is 

a shrub that is commonly 1 to 1 and a half meters in height. It is a much darker green 

than that of a sage bush. It has 3 toothed leaves and flowers with 5 yellow pedals that 

are almost an inch in diameter. It is found in the Yellow Pine Forrest. It is known as 

buck brush because it’s a favorite food of the antelope. After soaking the roots in 

water, the solution is then drank to cure a cough and other bronchial issues. It’s not-

ed that this is one of the best remedies they had for a sore throat or cough. 

Artemisia Tridentata, Ghat, or bol’-iche. In the Modoc language, is the biggest most 

widely distributed type of sage bush. It makes up roughly 90% of shrubby vegeta-

tion in the plains of southeastern Oregon. It’s medicinal purpose is used to internally 

check for diarrhea and it is externally used as an eyewash. When it is mashed, it’s 

used as a substitute for liniment. Small dead stems from this plant are used in the aid 

of creating a fire by twirling the sticks. This is the most commonly used wood for this 

purpose. 

Scirpus Lacustris Occidentalis, Ma’-i. in the Modoc language, commonly known as 

the Tule of marshes. Along lake borders it is abundant in Klamath County. The stems 

are used to make mats. Thin strips from the bottom of the Tule stem are used to 

make closely woven baskets and small baskets. Mok’-was is the name that is used 

for the black stained Tule grass that makes up the design on the baskets. The color 

is made by putting the stems of the Tule in black mud. The yellow pattern is made 

with porcupine quills that are dyed with a yellow lichen, also known as erequin 

rulpina. The seeds of Tule are also eaten sometimes. 

Linaceae Kol’-a-kams, in the Modoc language, also called The Rocky Mountain Flax, 

is a perennial plant that has slender stems that branch out. It is about 1 and a half to 2 

feet tall and has lots of small narrow leaves with large blue flowers that are almost an 

inch in diameter. The stems produce a strong fiber that is used to create strings and 

cords. These strings and cords are used in the making of baskets, mats, fish nets, 

and the mesh in snow shoes. This plant grows in open spaces in the Yellow Pine For-

rest and also in the higher altitudes of the sage plains. This plant could be grown in 

areas without irrigation. 

Nymphaeaceae, wo’-kas. In the Modoc language this yellow water lily is found at 

Wocus Bay and a few other locations on Klamath Lake. There is a never ending sup-

ply in the Klamath marsh. The myelogenous seed pods are collected in boats. After 

drying the pods, they would extract the seeds and store them for the year. To pre-

pare these seeds for use, they would roast them in an open basket or they would use 

live coals. In more recent years, they would roast them in a frying pan over an open 

flame. After roasting the seeds, they swell and crack their outer coats. The seeds are 

then typically eaten and resemble the taste of popcorn. Sometimes, the seeds are 

ground up and used to make bread. 
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Tribal Happenings 

Modoc Nation 

Documentary 

   Modoc Nation has 

been working with a 

film company, Sextons 

Creek Productions, 

making a documentary 

telling the story of the 

Modoc people. Much is  

known about the war, 

but there is so much 

more to their story, past and present.  The film crew and 

three tribal representatives visited the homelands in Oc-

tober to capture footage, learn the history of the land,  

and meet with representatives from the Klamath Tribes.   

   While there, Perry Chocktoot, Director of Culture for 

the Klamath Tribes, spent time with us. We discussed the 

disconnect between the Modoc people due the miles in 

between. Perry stated, “We see the Oklahoma Modocs as 

our cousins who were sent on a very long, unwanted va-

cation. We are ready for our family to come back home!” 

He is working on developing some online opportunities 

for our members to come together with theirs to learn 

how to make traditional baskets, beading, and many oth-

er things. The language instructor at the Klamath Tribes 

also offered to share his language curriculum and access 

to weekly online classes. We are at the beginning of 

something great for our members, with the support of the 

Klamath Tribes.  

  The Modoc documentary will be completed in the be-

ginning months of 2021 and the tribe will be scheduling a 

premier showing for members to attend, contingent on 

current COVID-19 health regulations at that time.   

 

 

 

Will things ever go back to normal?? 

The Covid-19 pandemic has had an impact on everyone through 

the last eight months and still continues to do so. Our highest 

priority is the health and welfare of the families that make up 

Modoc Nation. The changes to our daily routines have taken 

some adjustment, but one Modoc characteristic will carry you 

through this, and that is your perseverance. We understand 

changes to office procedures as well as periodic closures may 

make it a little inconvenient at times, but we will continue to 

move forward in the most effective manner we can.  Before at-

tempting to visit one of our offices, please call to make sure the 

doors are open and someone is there. Due to employees having 

to be quarantined, this is your best bet to avoid a wasted trip. 

Mask up, wash your hands, keep your distance, and stay safe!!! 

Covid Relief Funds are currently being processed and send out! 

Tutoring and Education 

We are continuing to offer educational assistance to families dealing with 
distance-learning issues. If you have questions or are in need of some-
thing during this school year, please reach out to our educational office: 
(918)-994-1819.  

 

Cancellations 

Youth Camp has been cancelled for the 2020 year. Those who were 
originally signed up, will be receiving their camp shirt in the mail.  

 

CCDF Children’s Christmas Celebration has been cancelled this 
year. 

Hello from the YOHO Range 

Our yoho are ready for the winter, if it ever gets here! The herd 

is growing and doing great. We’ve had some calves later in the 

season this year, and they are developing well. In the early fall 

we received a bull from Yellowstone National Park through the 

InterTribal Buffalo Council (ITBC). Adding this bull helps boost 

the long-term genetic health of cultural herds due the un-

touched gene pool it originated from. We also received 15 head 

of weanling calves from the Grand Canyon. A big thanks to 

Chief and Jan Follis for providing 160 acres of their property for 

them to graze on. The current bull to cow ratio is a little uneven 

with 70% bulls and 30% females, so a request for 100 head has 

been made to the ITBC. However, the current pandemic has 

negatively impacted roundups this year and slowed the pro-

cess. 

Please come out and see the herd. Phill, Jeremy or Kaleb will be 

more than happy to show you around! 

Enrollment Update 

 Modoc Nation currently has 459 enrolled members residing in 27 states! 

Cultural Club 

Cultural Club meets the first Thursday of the month at the 

Modoc Library and we are still trying to use ZOOM as 

well. Our next meeting will be Jan. 14th at 6pm. We will 

share the zoom link on our Facebook page. Even if you 

can’t attend each month, come when you can. We discuss 

current events impacting tribal people, things going on in 

the community, ways to support one another, language, 

cultural practices, learn stories of the past, etc.  



  

 

 SAVE PAPER by signing up for our E-Quarterly Newsletter!   

Email annette.clark@modocnation.com 
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Modoc Nation Water Quality  

Program 

The Modoc Nation Office of Environmental Quality 

is currently working with EPA Region 6 to estab-

lish a Tribal Water Quality Program. This oppor-

tunity will help with the identification of water re-

sources that may affect the Tribal lands and Tribal 

citizens. In addition, the anticipated outcome will 

lead to an increased awareness of water quality 

issues, while protecting the Modoc Citizens and 

our environmental resources. 

For more information, please contact: 

Taylor Warner  

Modoc Nation Water Quality Technician  

ph. 918-542-8176. 

Recycling News 

Red Cedar Recycling sets a new milestone by 

processing over 1 million pounds of recyclables 

this past fiscal year. It’s encouraging to know that 

not only are the recycling numbers continuing to 

climb, we are also seeing a younger generation 

getting more involved in the recycling process. 

The culture has changed with more online shop-

ping due to the pandemic. Because of that, here 

has been a steady increase of recyclables, mostly 

cardboard coming out of the residential sector. 

Red Cedar Recycling is located at 204 D street NE 

Miami, OK. For more information please call the 

center at 918-542-8176. 

Take Action in January 

You can’t see, smell or taste radon, but it could be present 

at a dangerous level in your home. Radon is the leading 

cause of lung cancer deaths among nonsmokers in Ameri-

ca and claims the lives of about 21,000 Americans each 

year. In fact, the EPA and the U.S. Surgeon General urge all 

Americans to protect their health by testing their homes, 

schools and other buildings for radon.  

Exposure to radon is a preventable health risk and testing 

radon levels in your home can help prevent unnecessary 

exposure. If a high radon level is detected in your home, 

you can take steps to fix the problem to protect yourself 

and your family. 

Test your home - EPA and the U.S. Surgeon General rec-

ommend that all homes in the U.S. be tested for radon. 

Testing is easy, if you would like to have your home tested 

for Radon please contact Wes Davis, Environmental Pro-

grams Director at 918-542-8176. 
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