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Alton King, Director General
PEP Air - CASARA

It has been quite a winter. Record snow and low temps in 
some places throughout the province. Spring is supposed 
to be here, but I think Mother Nature is spending extra 
time down south before coming up this way.  

As you know we had two SARs last year with no closure 
to each of them. Local units will be conducting SAREXs in 
prime areas of these missing aircraft this spring and 
summer with the hopes of locating each of them and 
allowing closure to the families and our SAR family as well. 
 
We have some new equipment that will be dispersed 
throughout the province this spring. The inReach units, noise cancelling headsets and the 
CrashKits will be sent out very soon to all zones. The inReach units will be an asset to us to 
allow two way communication via satellite for ops normal and most any other messaging 
required for our crews who are out of cell or radio communication. Although the cost of 
operation is considerably higher than the SPOT units, I think the better coverage will be a 
benefit to all. We have already sent out all the CrashKits to all within the province. Now 
every aircraft in BC will have exactly the same kit on board.

It is already looking like a very busy season ahead of us, provincial meetings will take place 
on May 4th and 5th in Richmond and the National Board of Directors will be meeting in 
Winnipeg on May 26th.  At this time of writing it is not clear if the Provincial Executive will be 
doing Town Hall Meetings as they did last year. Those meetings turned out to be a great 
success and we would like to continue getting out in the field and meeting all the members. 
The Western Canada SAREX will be held in Red Deer, Alberta on August 10 – 12, 2018. 
South East and Vancouver Island Zones will be evaluated this spring as well.

Don't forget that we have funding available for SAR Awareness and outReach events. 
These are over and above our training budget, so let's get the word out every chance we 
have to let everyone know that we are in their community ready and able to help.

Have a fantastic spring and summer and be SAFE.
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John Jorimann
Vernon Area Air Deputy

Central  Zone Deputy  Commander

Continued on next page.

With the objective of increasing public awareness, 
members of CASARA's Central Zone (Vernon) have 
been very busy lately......

VERN  N

Once it was over, 

we unanimously agreed that we had 

definitely succeeded in achieving our goal of increasing the 

public's awareness about CASARA and PEP Air. Not only did we interact with 

parade onlookers, we were seen on provincial TV and displayed on Kelowna website 

Castanet.net. All promotional material developed for this event will now be available for any zones 

who wish to use them in order to continue this mission.  

     

....on February 3, members 

participated in their first parade. For fifty-eight 

years, Vernon's Winter Carnival Parade has seen thousands of 

eager onlookers and seemed like an ideal venue for this group to educate 

the public about CASARA/PEP Air. Working with members of the Vernon Flying Club, since we 

were tasked with towing their float, almost all fourteen members of this group worked very hard to define what we wanted 

to say to the public in order to let them know who we are and what we do. We developed key messages such as: “Flying 

Volunteers Who Search” and “Trained Volunteers Searching From Our Aircraft”. Of course our banners contained the CASARA 

and PEP Air logos as well as “That Others May Live”. Thus, leading our truck covered in banners and logos, eight of us 

marched, waved, and interacted with the public while wearing our CASARA jackets, caps and carrying signs with the CASARA 

logo on one side and our positions on the reverse. As the event unfolded, we were extremely pleased with the reactions 

from people lining the streets. At times we became quite emotional when groups would spontaneously begin clapping and 

thanking us for what we do. It was enormously pleasing to hear parents reading our signs to their children and explaining to 

them that “these people fly in their planes and look for people who get lost”. We heard many 

people say, “I didn't know that people flew in their planes “ while most people 

cheered, waved, and otherwise showed their appreciation for us and the 

CASARA/PEP Air organization. As a bonus, the CASARA-PEP 

Air/Vernon Flying Club combination entry, was 

awarded the overall Grand Champion Award!
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Vernon - continued from previous page. 

Secondly, on February 15, we had the privilege of setting up a training exercise with the 442 Squadron from Comox. They 

flew to Vernon in the Buffalo, homed an ELT that we had set out in Lavington, and parachuted SARtechs down to tend to 

some of our “injured” members. Upon returning the SARtechs to their aircraft at the Vernon airport, we were met by the 

rest of the crew, shown aboard the Buffalo, and provided with positive responses about the exercise. It is always a 

pleasure to work with the military and demonstrate how CASARA volunteers can assist them in their training as well as 

searching.

Two days later, despite dropping temperatures and heavy snowfall, almost all our members set up the CASARA display 

tent at the First Responders event at Silver Star Mountain. This annual event celebrates the work of first responders in 

our community. The day was also a fund raiser for Vernon Jubilee Hospital which, in many cases, treats the patients the 

first responders save. Our display included: CASARA/Pep Air promotional tent, backdrop, and flag, banners we previously 

created for the Vernon Winter Carnival Parade, TV monitor showing the CASARA Spotter's video, Aviation charts and 

CSADs of actual searches, CASARA logo stickers and brochures as handouts.

In addition to exposing our organization to an estimated three thousand skiers on the mountain that day, this event also 

afforded us the opportunity to promote CASARA to other first responders in attendance:  military personnel, RCMP, 

Silver Star Fire Department, GSAR Vernon and Salmon Arm, Vernon Jubilee Hospital, St. John Ambulance, and various 

groups within Silver Star Mountain Resort.  Our ELT demonstration, and CSADs of actual searches, brought the impact 

of our work to the forefront of the conversation. Throughout the day our CASARA members were accessible to 

hundreds of people, both at our centrally-located booth, and as we mingled throughout the village, easily identified in 

our CASARA clothing.  At the end of this rewarding day, Silver Star staff expressed appreciation for our work and 

promised to invite us to next year's First Responder's Day.

 

Continued on next page.
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Not only did these experiences provide 

us with opportunities to reach out to a 

wide range of people, they also 

instilled in us the importance of having 

a recognizable uniform consistent with 

all other first responders. As an added 

benefit, we gained a stronger feeling of 

community within our zone as we 

worked together to ensure the success 

of these events. On behalf of the 

Vernon CASARA members, we would 

like to thank Director General PEP/Air 

Alton King, and Zone Commander   

Chris Campbell for allowing us the 

opportunity to participate in these 

activities and increase public 

awareness of this outstanding 

volunteer organization.

Vernon
- continued from previous page.

Southwest Zone Training Officer 
George Nunn with an example of the 
new Crashkit 4.7, a four-man-seven-
day Survival and First Aid Kit recently 
distributed to Pep Air pilots 
throughout BC. This will replace any 
current aircraft First Aid and Survival 
kits, and eliminate the need for 
members to carry their own full 
backpacks thus providing a small 
weight saving in our aircraft. These 
are one-time use, weigh eighteen 
pounds, the contents meet and 
exceed all Transport Canada 
requirements for First Aid and 
Survival gear. To see the details, visit 
https://www.embc-air.org/videos/.



Cranbrook PEP Air teamed up with Cranbrook Air Cadets as part of the cadets’ annual survival exercise. 
Prior to the weekend survival exercise PEP Air conducted an academic session outlining SAR in Canada, 
the role of CASARA and specifics on signalling devices that ranged from low-tech (a garbage bag, 
signals in the snow) to high-tech (ELT, SPOT, inReach). On Saturday the senior cadets were taken on a 
hike and then told they were involved in an air crash and had to fend for themselves. On Sunday morning 
the senior cadets were told to do whatever they thought necessary to ensure they were noticed by any 
search aircraft. To their complete surprise a Cranbrook PEP Air crew flew over their location (in the 
woods) several times but they went un-noticed. On their own initiative they moved to a clear area where 
they were spotted. Cranbrook PEP Air later hosted a de-briefing at the airport where the cadets and 
parents/drivers met the PEP Air crews and saw photos taken of them from the search aircraft. They were 
very surprised (if not shocked) by how insignificant they appeared from the air. The exercise is a perfect 
fit to teach cadets about PEP Air, survival signalling and indicate that once they age out of cadets they 
can join PEP Air at age nineteen. The air crew also gained experience looking for individuals signalling to 
them. The spotters noticed a mirror flash, the wave of a garbage bag and a five foot long red-white-black 
striped scarf.

Allister Pedersen
Cranbrook PEP Air
Training Officer &
Cranbrook GSAR

Continued on next page.

with

Junior Cadets making 
human “X” signal.

Photo: Capt. Lori-Lee Bot.
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Senior cadets signalling C-FHLT crew.
Photo: Allister Pedersen.

Air Cadets - continued from previous page. 

Spotter view of cadets (circled).
Photo: Grant Tulloch.

Senior cadets with Capt. Lori-Lee Bot.   
Photo: Allister Pedersen.
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Chuck Henderson
Provincial Safety Officer

FROM THE DESK OF....

Fly Safe!

This will be my last submission to this newsletter as your 
Provincial Safety Officer. I have resigned that position as of March 
31 after four years at the yoke. I will continue on as the Central 
Zone Safety Officer and a SAR pilot. A big thanks to Warren 
McCormick and Stan Owen for taking on this important task as the 
new PSO and APSO. I look forward to working with them.

Over the years I have met many of our provincial members and 
never ceased to be amazed at their willingness to put their lives on 
hold when someone needed our services. I have always been 
proud of the professional approach our members have taken 
towards safety and their excellent record is proof of that attitude.  

I can only urge each and every one to continue with this attitude 
and to actively participate in our safety program.  
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Photo

Showcase

Do you have a 
photo you’d 
like to show? 
Send it along!

Hercules over the Rockies - Allister Pedersen.

Visiting U.S. government 757 at YVR - Trevor Black.
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Photo

Showcase

Buff & Rescue 2 at CYXC - Jared Gross. 

Cormorant 913 en route to Kelowna - Rick Montagnon.
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Brian Dunham
Executive  Committee  Member

A father was giving his sixteen year old son some driving advice. While the 
young man was steering the family sedan, Dad reminded his young novice that 
he should use the scan principle to maintain situational 
awareness…continuously scan to the front, to each side, the rear and the 
dashboard. The son was eager to impress his Dad and said “Dad, you know 
there is a reason that the front windshield is so much bigger than the rear-
view mirror”. To which the father replied, “that is true, but there is also a 
reason why there is a rear-view mirror”.

One of the earliest lessons I learned in search and rescue, was that the CC115 
Buffalo aircraft (although an excellent search platform) was a very quiet 
aircraft. The people we were looking for often heard the search aircraft mere 
seconds before it passed overhead, for this reason, after every few scan lines 
we learned to look behind the aircraft…a sort of spotter’s rear-view mirror. 
Years later that advice was validated when, as a survival instructor, I frequently 
watched frantic survival students trying to activate emergency signals or light 
signal fires as the mighty Buffalo passed overhead.

This simple but powerful lesson can be applied to how we conduct our duties within the organization, and in fact…as an 
organization. It should be an SOP that in everything we do, from time to time, we stop and look behind us. What will we 
see…as an organization it is good to look back, to where we came from, how we have progressed, and where we want to 
go from here. We need to have a clear vision of where we want to be in the future and develop a plan to get us there.

After we have reviewed our vision plan, we need to review our mission. Is it changing or evolving from the past? In our 
case it most certainly is, and rapidly. This requires that we formally identify the changing mission tasks, complete risk 
assessments, identify and publish SOPs and formally develop (or review) the required training programs and minimum 
standards. That is dull boring work, but a mandatory element of a safe and effective work culture.

At the zone and unit levels the ‘review’ process is critical during post mission debriefs, identifying lessons learned and 
developing best business practices to incorporate into future training programs.  Sometimes I have felt we have fallen 
somewhat short in this area.

Life is now moving at a breakneck speed, and so is technology. It is important not to treat technology as a shiny new toy 
we want to have. You will always be shy of the next gadget. Our technology needs to be planned and coordinated over 
the long term, however, it will always be imperative that we maintain our critical pencil to paper skills. These are our core 
skills.

I thought it would be fitting that my last Brian’s Corner column should tie up with the first lessons I learned years ago. 
Déjà vu. To that end…in early May 2018 I will be leaving PEP Air to resume my lifelong goal of becoming a full-time 
motorcycle enthusiast. After forty-one years of SAR, I feel it is time.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for the tremendous support, advice and cooperation I have 
received from everywhere in CASARA, but in particular, from the very dedicated volunteers of PEP Air. I have met many 
people that I now consider life-long friends. I have found my tenure involved in training and on the PEP/CASARA 
Executive to have been both challenging and completely fulfilling.

It has been incredible to watch the progression of this wonderful organization from my first contact (as a SARtech at 440 
Squadron in Edmonton in the early Eighties) with CARES Alberta and PEP BC (before CASARA), through my time in the 
442 Squadron CLO office in Comox (1995-1997 and 2001-2007) and through my memorable time as a PEP Air volunteer 
(2007-2018). It has truly been an honour I will always treasure. Thank you.
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On December 16, 2017 the Zone Commander tasked a ground crew for an ELT search. A 
CC-130 was co-tasked for an air search. Later that afternoon the ground EL T members located a 
wrecked aircraft with the pilot still inside. Would you know what to do? CASARA Handbook 
Section 7.9 E outlines the 'First On Scene' Checklist.

All PEP Air members should read and familiarize themselves with this content. Additionally, last 
year the Executive allocated substantial funds for First Aid Training. All members should have first 
aid and be ready to assist wherever an incident occurs, on task or not. I've noticed on the Sign-In 
sheet (PEP Air Form 5) an increase in the number of members who tick the FA box.

The pilot of the Piper Aztec (PA 23-250   
C-FIPK) departed Gillam Airport (CYGX)
Friday afternoon 15 December for his own
private rural airstrip in Baldur MB
(Southwest of Winnipeg). The weather
conditions were very poor - cold winter day
with snow falling at the time the aircraft
'went missing', no flight plan was filed.
Unfortunately the  sole sixty year old
occupant (pilot) was deceased when the
ELT team located the crash site. PEP Air
members have been First On Scene on a
number of occasions. Training is always
about being ready to accept taskings and
perform to the best of your abilities.

Continued on next page.

Crash site of the Piper Aztec.
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Best regards and safe flying,

PTO’s Chalkboard - continued from previous page. 

Over the last nine months A/PTO Pat McSorley and I have covered all six zones running the Provincial 
Navigation Training Course, and Search Coordinator 'Refresher'. Approximately ninety certified navigators 
have taken the navigation course, and almost every certified Search Coordinator undertook the refresher 
using the new Situational Awareness Tool. We've received some excellent feedback, and uncovered a 
number of surprising outcomes that will feed into future training sessions.

In the fall Pat and I will run an ab-initio Search Coordinator Course covering academic training and a full 
simulator session. Once completed we expect to have the new SC mentored by existing SCs during 
planned exercises, and quickly rotate into the key SC role for future taskings. If you are interested please 
contact your Zone Commander to discuss further. All participants will be nominated by their ZC.

Once the SC course has completed we expect to run an 'Interchange SAREX' shortly thereafter in two 
zones where crews will fly in less familiar areas under the direction of SCs they may not have been exposed 
to. Reviews of the two major searches in BC last year again indicate that during the 'surge phase' additional 
resources are called from other Zones and the ISAREX will be designed to emulate similar conditions. The 
exercise is designed to occur over a weekend, and should be an enjoyable but well conducted experience 
that adds considerable value to our air and ground crews.

Two zone evaluations are imminent as I pen this article: SEA Zone in Creston; VIZ in Nanaimo. I expect 
good results for these evaluations as a direct result of the continued commitment and dedication of all our 
members in British Columbia.

The InReach Training Package is almost complete, this will be discussed at the upcoming Executive, and 
ZC/Exec meetings in Richmond, 3-5 May. The package should be rapidly deployed to all zones shortly 
thereafter. The Crash Kits have been distributed and a useful video demonstrating the contents can be 
found at:           https://www.embc-air.org/videos/

I trust everybody enjoyed a wonderful Easter and I look forward to being in your zone in the near future.

Ruth Ilg explaining at the ZBB 
training day, how it went in the 
CASARA tent at the GirlsFly 
Weekend in Abbotsford recently. We 
shared the tent with NavCanada. 
There was a major presence from 
the Vancouver Police (dog squad, 
mounted squad, motorcycle drill 
team, VPD Pipe Band), Richmond 
RCMP, Canadian Armed Forces, 
Canadian Coast Guard, USAF: C5A. 
Globemaster, DC-10, KC-135.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/opgh8yhuvjxmblz/CrashKit_4-7_Presentation.mp4?dl=0
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Henry and Ruth 
Ilg, and Trevor 

Black on an 
OutReach to    
Air Cadet 767 

Dearman 
Squadron.in 

Surrey recently.
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Continued on next page.

Allan Rempel

Vancouver Island

VI SAREX!

CASARA/PEPAir (Vancouver Island Zone) 
recently participated in a four day SAREX 
from February 26 to March 1, with 442 
Squadron out of Comox. We were able to 
contribute one aircraft from Port McNeill, 
two from Nanaimo, and one from Victoria to 
the effort. The SAREX also included 
participation by RCM SAR, Coast Guard, 
and other emergency management groups. 
CASARA was given three taskings: a coast 
crawl along the West Coast Trail in Pacific 
Rim National Park, a High Bird relaying 
communications between the coast crawl 
aircraft and the HQ at Tofino Long Beach 
Airport (YAZ), and an interception exercise 
with a military aircraft.

Each of the first three days had both the 
coast crawl and High Bird scheduled for 
both morning and afternoon missions, with 
the four CASARA aircraft rotating between 
missions. Each of the four days included an 
intercept exercise between one of the four 
CASARA aircraft and either the Hercules, 
Buffalo, or Cormorant; each of these was to 
simulate an incapacitated civilian pilot (e.g. 
diabetic with low blood sugar) and the 
military homing in on transmissions, 
speaking with a right-seat passenger with 
five hours of flight training in a similar type 
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Continued on next page.

Rempel - continued from previous page. 

of aircraft. Of course, each mission was subject to weather. The detailed taskings were received by 
CASARA crews the night before the morning exercises, or the morning of the afternoon exercises. 
CASARA aircraft launched from our respective home bases and returned to our home bases, and debriefs 
were conducted over the phone. CASARA crews emailed our GPS tracks (Foreflight optional) in advance 
of the debriefs so that we could all be looking at the same data. We still used paper JOG charts for these 
exercises though, per standard practice. The exercises were all conducted in day VFR conditions, though 
the military also conducted night operations as well. That was the plan anyway; the weather had other 
ideas in mind!  The long-range forecasts showed unsettled conditions and suggested there would be at 

least one rainy day during the SAREX. 
However the forecasts drifted over time, 
and the forecasts for individual days 
changed as the week approached. There 
were offshore fronts, and a frontal system 
that passed completely through the area 
one night leaving residual moisture behind. 
On the upside, the overnight lows were 
forecast to be above freezing for the entire 
time in Tofino, Nanaimo, and Victoria, but 
not Port Hardy.

We had the usual CASARA paperwork to 
do for these missions, including maps and 
actual tracks and coordinates of spotted 
targets, and we were also to take photos of 

the spotted targets. We had task numbers that were normal to our individual groups, except for the 
intercept tasks where we had special task number suffixes for the particular military aircraft doing the 
interception. We also had our SPOT devices activated for these missions.

The coast crawl was to be done at 500 feet with 1 NM spacing between tracks in the area shown in the 
figure. The search area had been seeded with survival gear items that air crews were to look for. My crew 
was scheduled for this task on Tuesday morning February 27. The most direct way to get from Victoria to 
the search area was to head direct to Port Renfrew, but low clouds closed off that path. Plan B was to fly 
via Cowichan Lake and Nitinat Lake but low clouds closed that path as well, so we flew to Parksville 
intending to approach via  Alberni Inlet, but the clouds were relentless, and we had to turn back to Victoria. 
The weather caused constant reshuffling of taskings, and with the weather improving during the day on 
Tuesday we were given that same task that afternoon. That time we headed around the southern coast of 
Vancouver Island and were able to reach the search area and find all the targets, and take photos of them 
all. As an added bonus, we were able to fly over Bamfield airport at about 500 feet and assess the runway, 
which has been undergoing improvement lately.

Bamfield



Rempel - continued from previous page. 

Wednesday turned out to be the worst of the 
weather days, and in consultation with HQ, 
all three CASARA pilots decided to scrub 
their missions due to weather. It's gratifying 
to know that the other capable pilots made 
the same decision that you made, for the 
same reasons.

On Thursday we were excited to be 
scheduled for the military intercept with the 
Buffalo, and were hopeful about the 
weather. I saw the full moon setting as I 
drove to the airport. We needed higher 
ceilings than for the coast crawl though. The 
intercept exercises required us to be on 
scene by 8:30 in the morning, and when I 
got to my aircraft, I was greeted with a fine 
layer of frost! While I waited for the sun to do 
its magic, the Buffalo was also sidelined by 
frost! We were retasked to do the coast 
crawl again (with a different navigator and 
spotters than I had two days earlier), but the 
weather became increasingly unsettled and 
uncertain, and then it started snowing in 
Tofino! Ok, weather, you win! We conceded 
and all returned home.
Despite the retaskings and inability to accomplish all the scheduled missions, the SAREX was an excellent 
opportunity to hone our Aeronautical Decision Making (ADM) skills and make real-world challenging 
weather decisions. In our line of work, this is good experience!

The CFB Comox newsletter also has a short story about this exercise.
https://www.cafconnection.ca/getmedia/2364e58b-6700-418d-b03e-7d369f7c607d/Current-Issue.aspx
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Rob McLeod  with Keith 
Kempke, Creston’s new Air 
Search Co-ordinator. Keith 
worked up in the Yukon flying 
a couple of years back where 
the bush is dense.

From Jenifer Wolf in Creston.
 



Cranbrook PEP Air recently conducted two 
exercises with the military. On February 12 
a Hercules crew flew in for a simulated air 
crash scenario. Although it was a clear 
sunny day the temperature was minus 18C. 
An ELT was deployed and a target laid out. 
The Herc crew dropped a simulated radio 
package and a medical pack before two 
SARtechs jumped to the DZ.
  
On February 19, a Buffalo crew from 442 
Comox flew in for a scenario involving an 
all-terrain vehicle accident. The Buff crew 
dropped a radio which was used to 
communicate with the air crew. Cranbrook 
Ground SAR supported both exercises with 
their Ranger side-by-side on tracks which 
was needed to get into the DZ because of 
snow blocking the access trail. A document 
has been created to assist others that 
might be called upon for similar taskings. It 
has been circulated for comment to all PEP 
Air Zones.  
 

Herc & Buff Exercises in Cranbrook 
Allister Pedersen - Cranbrook PEP Air Training Officer

L to R: Ken Gallant Cranbrook Ground SAR, 
SARtech MCpl Labrecque, SARtech Team Leader 

Sgt. Eric Beaudoin, Jared Gross Cranbrook 
Ground SAR, Jonathan White CASARA. 

Photo: Allister Pedersen.

Photo: Allister Pedersen.
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Left: CASARA Sydney 
members get together to 
celebrate Christmas.

Photos: Fred Sampson

Above: CASARA Sydney member 
Shimal Fernandopulle invite his 
CASARA Sydney friends over to 
enjoy a traditional meal from his 
homeland of Sri Lanka.

Left: CASARA Halifax members 
during a meteorology course along 
with members from Truro Flying 
Club and PAL Aerospace during 
which they received a visit from 413 
Squadron CASARA Liaison Officer 
Jeff Isenor.

19



Photos from Rick Montagnon 
(CASARA Kelowna) taken during 

the three day search last 
November for Mooney FESN.
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Robert Mclean is Creston’s 

Deputy Commander of Zone 7 
along with Julia Uylott who is 
our Air Deputy, between the 
two of them they keep the 
Creston Air Search & Rescue 
Team going strong and make 
things interesting.

-from Jenifer Wolf in Creston.

Henry and Ruth Ilg looking after the CASARA 
display. The CSAD was from an extensive search in 

Whitehorse several years ago. At left is Wendy 
Scott and Ruth. The three of them spent both days 

staffing the booth.



Looking for articles, send them to me,

Trevor Black at

finchley@shaw.ca

This newsletter requires input from you! 
So, if you did anything, are, or will be 
doing something in your Zone, let me 
know (and thereby everyone else) with 
a brief and snappy article...remember 
however, that this is not the place for 
the Great Canadian Novel, “How To” 
pieces or those of an instructional 
bent. These would best be placed as 
links on our website, although 
s e r i a l i z e d  a r t i c l e s  a r e
acceptable...first and foremost, this 
is a NEWSletter. Accompanying 
interesting photos would be 

wonderful but they should be 
captioned. Write them, get them to 

me and I’ll do the rest.

The deadline for the next issue is July 31

South West Zone 
Commander Tom 

Fisher with, from left to 
right, Ruth Ilg, John 

Donaldson, Peggy 
Gordon, Jan Madsen, 

Rick Kinnear and Hans 
Hoepfner with their 

certificates, 

@ ZBB
John Cammidge

25
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