
Praying with 
Confidence
Eph 3:14 - 21

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context.Acts 19. 12 disciples of John. Received the HS? We didn’t know there was a HS.Testifies to Jesus. They believe. Paul lays hands. Infant church. AD 60.What now?1 Cor 4:16 – “Be imitators of me”1 Cor 11:1, Be imitators of me as I am of Christ. Prayer 101 as emulated by Paul.How can you and I pray with confidence?Prayer. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes




What is prayer?

Talking to the creator in the belief that he is there, 
wants to listen, and wants to reveal himself as real 
through our prayers. (John 15:7-8) 

• “Prayer is the belief that my prayers put God to 
work” in what he already wants to do (EM 
Bounds). 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
John 15:7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.



1. God’s purpose in prayer is for us to 
know He is real and that He can be 
trusted. 

• V14, Therefore, for this reason I bow my knees 
before the Father. 
1. That he would give us strength through the HS
2. That our faith in Christ might be deepened
3. That we would comprehend the love of God so that 

we might be filled up to the full on God.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
God’s purpose in prayer is for us to know He is real and that He can be trusted. It is for this reason I bow the knee. V14.V16. That he would grant you, according to his riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power thru the HS. EncouragedSense of purposeMade physically strongerV 17. So that Christ may dwell in your hearts thru faith. That is our faith might be deeper. Faith and fear not partners. Purpose of strength – faith built up1 John 3:18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.V 18. And you, being grounded in the fact of the love of God:V13.  Context: don’t “lose heart” over my imprisonment. The will of God is better even if I am in injustice. Don’t understand? V18  so that (17) will be able to comprehend and understand the breadth, the length, the height, and the depth of God’s love for you.V19  So that (17) you might be filled up to all the fullness of God.But We must pray:V20. To him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask . . ., according to the power that works within us…The power of the HS in us becomes the throttle for more power through us. If I do not pray, the HS power in me is limited.If I live a life of disobedience, the HS power in me is limited. Acts 5:32



Matt. 6:6-8 But when you pray, go into your 
room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in secret. And your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. 7 "And when 
you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as 
the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be 
heard for their many words. 8 Do not be like 
them, for your Father knows what you need 
before you ask him. (ESV)



2. Believers have a “right of access” 
through Jesus in our prayers. 

A. We have a “go-between” when we pray.
B. We have a promise of right of access
C. We are to come in boldness and in confidence 

in our access.
• Eph 3:11-12 
• Heb 4:16, 10:19-22.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How easy is it for you or me to contact someone very important?Governor? Mayor of Baltimore? President? Lamar? Tray Mancini?Go between. Who you know. “Go between” is HS.Rom. 8:26-27 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. (ESV)What to pray for? I was taught to pray for everything bc HS is the gatekeeper. According to the will of God. Rom 8:27Prayers not in accordance w the will of God?Don’t make it to the father.Child growing up – praying the ball would not be hit to meTaught me how to catch.Rain would stop so we could play a baseball Taught me that the (farmers need rain)Fishing on Lake at Seminary. Did for Peter.Win a football game. Taught me that he is fair. Pitcher wouldn’t throw a curve ball. Taught me to how to keep goingPrayed to pass a test even when I haven’t studiedTaught me that to pass, you have to studyPrayed for the money to pay the months bills.Taught me that tithing is how that happensLuk 18:1 And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. Mat 7:7 "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. Phi 4:6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. Spirit prays passionately for us.Intercedes for us w groanings deeper than words.Believers have a right of access thru faith in Jesus Christ. Eph. 3:11-12  This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. (ESV). Access translates – “the right or opportunity to address someone, implying higher status of the person addressed - 'approach, Eph. 2:18 ESV  For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.Jesus purchased that right for us on the cross. Why faith required?.Heb 11:6, Wo faith it is impossible to please God for he who comes to God must believe that he is and he rewards those who seek him.”Bc God wants to be known.Prayers reveal Christ to be real, to be trustworthy. Believers are to come in boldness and confident access.Boldly – wo hesitation. Why? We have the HS.Confident access thru the blood of Jesus. Heb. 4:16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (ESV) Heb. 10:19-22  Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 … 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. ESV)



3. Paul’s prayers frequently included these 
elements.

1. Thanks and adoration/praise of God. Eph 1:3f:
2. Intercession for others, regardless of the need. 

Eph 3:14f; 1 Tim 5:23
3. Spiritual growth for himself and his people. 

3:14-21; Col 4:3
4. Prayers for himself. 2 Cor 12:7-10, Eph 6:19
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Presentation Notes
Thanks. Rom 1:8, 1 Cor 1:4, Phil 1:3, 1 Thess 1:2. Adoration. I ask the spirit to give me words that make him bigger, better, more glorious Intercession. Spiritual growth, revivalFor himself. Least. Self focus robs u of joy. Eph 6:19 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,



Next steps:

1. Will you pray the Prayer of Jabez for the entire 
month of July, 2022? Keep a record of how 
God “blesses you, indeed.” Give a “shout out” 
for God when it happens. 

2. Ask Jesus to make you a man or woman of 
prayer. Keep a record of your prayers and how 
they are answered.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For believers in Jesus Christ – think of this as your Jesus train.Pilot/lead engineer:Jesus. Is at the wheel"Jesus, take the wheelTake it from my hands'Cause I can't do this on my ownI'm letting goSo give me one more chanceSave me from this road I'm onJesus, take the wheel"Tracks:His will for my lifeFuel: my prayer. 
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