
Gen 12:1-8

Dads – You Matter!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context:2100 BC?Abraham. Yet to be dad. A wanna-be dad. Isaac, Jacob – 12 sons; Judah line is line of Jesus.Patriarch – Judaism, thru son of promise, Isaac; Islam – thru his first-born, son, Ishmael; Christianity, thru the line of David, thru the line of Judah.Fulfillment of Gen 12:3, In you, all the families of the earth shall be blessed. Called by God to leave his home in Haran at age 75; 12:5; Gen 12:1-7What do I want to say?Communicate a spiritual truth – Dad's matter!Against the message of societyAgainst the voice of your own dad. Coach, teacher, ex-friend, sibling.Abraham was the first human being thru whom the law of faith was first exhibited: Jas. 2:23  23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness"-- and he was called a friend of God. (ESV)



1. Dads, what sustained Abram through 
the “uncertainty” of life will sustain 
you. Let us model it to our children. 

The “Abraham” model:
A. God spoke. 12:1-3.
B. Abraham believed and he acted. 12:4
C. Abraham worshipped. 12:7, 12:8, 13:4, 

13:18, 22:9
D. Cycle repeated, generationally. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Dads, what sustained Abram through the “uncertainty” of life will sustain you. Model it. Context:He has left his father, tribe, and his country. 12:1-3On a promise- I will show you. He does not even know where he will end up. 75, she is 65, and barren. 11:30. 25 years later – Isaac, laugh. Risky to leave the homelandGod is not limited by our past failures or made stronger by our successes. He sees us only with his future in mind. No Rear view mirror for God. Only thing that limits God is our unbelief.  Inability to find him trustworthy binds him.What if Abram had not believed God, trustworthy? He would not have stepped in faith.How did he do it? “Abraham Model.”God spoke to listening ears. 12:1-3Abraham believed God’s promise. He acted. 12:4Abraham worshipped.12:7, 12:8, 13:4, 13:18, 22:9. Connected him w God Renewed his faith. Generations did the same:Isaac’s servants. (Gen. 26:24 NAU)  24 The LORD appeared to him the same night and said, "I am the God of your father Abraham; Do not fear, for I am with you. I will bless you, and multiply your descendants, For the sake of My servant Abraham." (Gen. 26:24 NAU)Moses. Ex 3:6What do you do, Dad? There will always be a Covid, or Ukraine war, or some other crisis in the world. There will always be a time when we lose our temper, or your child rebells and runs away, or you didn’t get the promotion, or the mortgage loan refinance is not approved. How do we accept what has already happened in the past, put it behind us, and keep moving forward? Take the next step? Only by believing the promises of God. Renewing them by connecting How do we move forward so we lead our family through the crisis of today? How do we teach our children, boys and girls, how not to be overwhelmed by the past or the fears of the future? Only by discovering that Jesus can be trusted. God is good. His word is true. And he can be trusted.By interlocking our lives with other men of like faith and interest. ManquestProv 27:17 Iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens another.B1. 



2. Dads, our children need to know 
that we believe in them and in God’s 
plan for them. 

• Gen 17:18  And Abraham said to God, 
“Oh that Ishmael might live before You!”

• Prayers of a father never cease to “pray.”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Dads, our children need to know that we believe in them and in God’s plan for them. Jer. 29:11-13  For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 13 You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. (ESV)Abram now has a son, born by Hagar, the servant of Sarah. Notice Abram’s relationship with Ishmael.Gen 17.  The story goes – Abram’s first son was Ishmael, born by Hagar, the handmaiden of Sarah, Abram’s wife. At age 13, God visits Abram again. He tells him that he’s going to have a second son, but this son by Sara his wife, not by Hagar his handmaiden. Abram is 100 years old. Silently, he laughs to himself at the thought of a 100-year-old man having a son. God hears his laugh. Isaac will be the son of promise, not Ishmael. Isaac will be the son of covenant.  17:15-18. Abram pleads for Ishmael, his 13 year–old son, by Hagar.  What must we conclude?This daddy loved his son. He valued him. Wants him to be the chosen one. He saw him as worthwhile and a gift from God even though the son was born by Hagar.
Abram was proud of Ishmael.Abram believed in Ishmael.
Abram covered his son in prayer, pleading with God on his behalf.He pled/prayed for his son. Surrendered the son to God. His prayers never died. Ishmael was indeed blessed by God bc God promised Abram to bless him. What does Abram’s action encourage us to do today?Importance of believing in our children. Importance of encouragement and blessings from us:Father at Christ’s baptism:  Matt 3:17, and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.“ON the Mt of Transfiguration: Mat 17:5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, "This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!" At a moment of discouragement when he realizes he is going to the cross:  Joh 12:28 "Father, glorify Your name." Then a voice came out of heaven: "I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again." Importance of respect – God responds respectfully to Abraham. He valuing Abrams opinion as valid and worthwhile even if He don’t agree with it.Wife is told in  33 Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.



3. Parents, never underestimate the 
importance of a dad’s role in raising 
your children.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Every Cell Has a Sex: X and Y and the Future of Health CareAugust 30, 2016Yale School of Medicinehttps://medicine.yale.edu/news-article/every-cell-has-a-sex-x-and-y-and-the-future-of-health-care/God’s plan includes male and female; there are two opposite-likes:God creates two opposites, not two sames. The “Y” gene matters.Each has a unique role.Each has a different perspective.Two must communicate and work together to accomplish Gods plan. Observations:Dads have a role in the discipline, the instruction, the upbringing, of children. Dads will discipline differently than moms. Why? They are XY and moms are XX. One is not right and the other wrong – they are different. Presents the opportunity for the undermining of either.Never disagree on discipline, publicly.Undermine lessens the effectiveness of discipline. Dads will often be less concerned about risk, harm, more interested in adventure, independence.Moms will often be more concerned about safety, curfews, boundaries, and well-being. Scripture tells us the “how-to”:Eph 6:4  Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.  Is it possible that Ephesians 6 mentions only fathers because fathers have a tendency not to discipline? Or to discipline too in anger and frustration?Gen 21:9-12. records another key event in the story of  Abraham - A few years after the birth of Isaac, a great celebration occurs. It is on the day that celebrates the weaning of Isaac. Ishmael is seen mocking Isaac by Sarah. She decides that the only way that life can move forward is for Ishmael and his mother, Hagar, to be removed from the family. Abram is sorely distressed. We see no confrontation with Ishmael about what he has done. Abram appeals to God. Surprisingly, God agrees. Hagar and Ishmael are sent out. The son that Abram loved and plead for is now sent away in disgrace. Why was Ishmael mocking Isaac on “his special day”? Is it possible that this had been occurring for quite some time and his dad has ignored it? I can assure you that this was not the first time that Ishmael had exhibited this behavior. I can assure you that Sara took the action that she did out of frustration because she was at the end of her rope. She demanded action. Is it possible that she demanded action bc Abram had done nothing in the past relative to the mocking of one son of the other?Perhaps, Abram saw the mocking of Ishmael and concluded, “No way for Isaac to get stronger unless he learns how to stand up to a bully.”Perhaps, Sarai could not believe Abram was ignoring the mocking. As a true helicopter mom, she hovered over Isaac, and protected him by removing the threat to her young sons well being.Abram went to the lord for counsel. Gen 21:12, he listens to the word of God.There is a right way and a wrong way to discipline your children. Ep 6:4, ….”do not provoke your children to anger.”Anger comes from being wounded by a parent. Imagine the “father-wound” in the heart of Ishmael.



• Next Step.

1. Moms – how can you affirm the father of 
your children? How can you show him 
respect before his children? 

2. Dads – are you practicing the “Abraham 
model” before your children? Do they 
see you giving God priority in your life? 
It is never too late to give God priority in 
your life. Start today.
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