
John 15:12 - 17

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Above All, Put on Love. What are we to look like as a church putting into practice the theme of B1? What does it look like for a church to “put on love”?Today I want to talk to you about the only command in Scripture that Jesus says was “His.” I want to give you some reasons to implement, to obey that command in your life. I want to show the amazing blessings He promises to those who do that. Prayer



1. What does it mean to “love one 
another” in John 15:12?

A. Acts of service for others modeled after Jesus’ self 
sacrifice for me. John 15:13; Eph 5:2
• 1Jo 3:16 By this we know love, that he laid down 

his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brothers.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jn. 15:12  "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. (ESV)Jn. 15:13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. (ESV)Eph. 5:2  And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. (ESV)1Jo 3:16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.Christ’s love for humanity was a mission of sacrifice that required him to humble himself under the will of the father so that he could satisfy the plan and purposes of a loving and just God.  For us – it is becoming an instrument of the grace of God whereby I practice compassion, grace, and care for the benefit of another believer. It is reaching out to touch, connect and fellowship with others. I “lay down my life for others” every time I am the hand, arms, voice of Jesus. When I pray w someone, when I give them the gift of a smile, or a listening ear. Jesus says that there is no greater love than giving my life for someone, but that is not the only way- it is the greatest. There are manny, countless ways to love others. Acts of service to achieve the commands and purpose of God.Body of Christ.Each has a partEach is needed.Each is expected to serve and to have the expectation that others will also.  Reciprocal service. 



2. Why does Jesus refer to “love one 
another” as “his,” commandment?

• John 15:12, “my commandment”
• 1 John 3:23, “his commandment”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Jn. 15:12 "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. (ESV)1 Jn. 3:23  And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. (ESV)Only commandment of Jesus. He inaugurated it, demonstrated it, established it when he gave it meaning on the cross. New covenant in his blood. Exclusive to believers. Why? Bc they have received it. He died for the world. 1 John 2:2. But only believers have claimed what he offered. For those who claim salvation thru him, we are called to love others just like he has loved us. It is his commandment bc that is what he did for us. If I am a follower of Jesus, then a follower does what he does.This new commandment has a foundational link. It is linked with his love for us. It is his bc he died for us.Love of others is Jesus’ way to leave a honorarium gift in his name:This is the way I want you to remember my love for you: I want you to love others just as I have loved you. Brian Weedon. Mother’s desire for her son not to be forgotten.Our love for others is the means whereby the love of Jesus is not forgotten. Every time you love another, remember why you are doing so. Bc Jesus loved you. 





3. Why should we B1 (love one another)?

1. Identifier. John 13:34-35
2. Commanded. John 15:12, 17; 13:34; 1 Jn 

3:23
3. Friendship. Jn 15:14-15,
4. Sustainer. Jn 15:16
5. Comes with a promise. John 15:10
6. Comes with a reward.
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Presentation Notes
Love is an Identifier – mark of authenticity.Jn. 13:34-35  A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." (ESV)Proof that I am connected to the vine, Jesus.  Love I love with is sourced in the vine, Jesus. Vine and branch must be connected for fruit to occur. Love of others is fruit of Christ. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. (Jn. 15:6 ESV)To love is Commanded by Jesus. John 15:12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. Jn. 15:17  "This I command you, that you love one another. (NAU)Jn. 13:34  A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. ESV)1Jo 3:23 And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. John 14:21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. …1 John 2:3 And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him,To love is an act of obedience leading to being viewed as trustworthy, a friend. friendship; Obedience opens a doorway to divine revelation:Jn. 15:14  You are my friends if you do what I command you. (ESV)He lets me in on his business. Slaves – no rights, piece of property, no privileges – master decides; cant ask why?.Friend:Jn. 15:15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. (ESV) Acts 5:32 And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." ESV)Know the will of GodKnow the purposes of God in my life and beyond.To love others sustains and empowers the church.Sustains the church. When we cease to connect w one another, the church wanes in strength. Jn. 15:16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide (remain), so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. (ESV)I am chosen by God – to bear fruit.I am chosen by God so that my fruit should remain. I am equipped by God with the tools – prayer, to bear fruit.Tool is added to my tool belt. Prayers will be answered. 15:16 V 7. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. (Jn. 15:7-8 ESV)I prove to be a disciples – when I love others as Christ loved.To love others comes w a promise – to abide in his love. Jn. 15:10  If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. (ESV)Umbrella Jada Culver story. Tragedy does not work against the love. She shared the love of Jesus w her. I am not an orphan. I don’t feel the sadness. Tears are joy to me. Jesus is better. Obedience is better. I trust what Jesus has for me. To love others comes w a reward. Jn. 15:11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. (ESV)1John 4:7. Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.



Next steps:

1. Do we need a change of mind? Do we need to 
repent? 
A. About connecting with other believers?
B. About reaching into the lives of others by 

being present with them? Small group? 
Bible study? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Do we need a change of mind? Do we need to repent? About connecting with other believers?About reaching into the lives of others by being present with them? Small group? Bible study? 



Next steps:

2. This next week reach out to someone and 
pray with them. Ask someone to be your 
prayer partner for June.

3. Memorize Col 3:14: “Above all, put on love 
which is the perfect bond of unity.”
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