
Romans 12:3-6; 9-11; 16-18

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Above All, Put on Love. What are we to look like as a church putting into practice the theme of B1? What does it look like for a church to “put on love”?Acts 2:14, 37-45Read Romans 12:3-5; 9-11; 16-18God’s Design for His Church



1. There are 7 metaphors in the NT that 
teach how we are to B1 with each 
other.

1. The human body. Rom 12
2. One spiritual family. Rom 8:15, Mt 12:50
3. Marriage. Eph 5:27 
4. One flock. One shepherd. John 10

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Living organism. Each member a body part. Rom 12, 1 Cor 121 Cor 12:21, states, “We cannot say to one another, “I have no need for you.” “It is to your advantage that I go away --- As adopted children. One spiritual family, Rom. 8:15  For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!" (ESV)Matt. 12:50 "For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother." (NAU) in a Palestinian society that valued family above all, Jesus parallels the care and concern we should have for one another to be greater than that of our own flesh and blood. A marriage, Christ (husband) and church (bride). Eph 5:27 Eph. 5:27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. (NAU)Jesus does what we cannot do. We view salvation and forgiveness as individual in nature. Repentance and baptism the same. If there ever was a passage the church needs to hear today in light of the shame we carry from the embarrassment of the fallen among us – it is this passage. Christ cleanses us. We do not cleanse ourselves. For we are all sinners. A single flock of sheep with one shepherd. John 10Sheep are defenseless animals. No sharp horns, no fast feet. Jn. 10:16 "I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd. Not two flocks, the Jews and Gentiles but one flock, the dividing wall between us removed by the blood of the lamb. (NASB) Eph 2:16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, … 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The only defense the flock has is shepherd that leads them. Matt. 9:36-38  When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." (ESV)Mk. 6:34 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. (ESV)



1. There are 7 metaphors in the NT that 
teach how we are to B1 with each other 
(cont).

5. Living stones. 1 Peter 2.
6. As a chosen race, a priesthood, a holy people, 

God’s own possession. 1 Peter 2.
7. All held together by the prayer of Jesus. John 

17:11, 21

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Living stones. 1 Peter 2. 1 Pet. 2:4-5   As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (ESV)Believers are a chosen race, a royal priesthood a holy people, God’s possession. 1 Peter 2.1 Pet. 2:9-10  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people;… (ESV)Held together, preserved, as one, by the prayers of Jesus. And identified by his name. not Abraham, Isaac or Jacob. John 17:11, 21Jn. 17:11 "I am no longer in the world; and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, that they may be one even as We are. 7x repeated?It is a challenging time that we live in; challenging for husbands, wives, fathers, mothers, children, youth; all ages, all stations in life. It is a very challenging time. We are divided by:PoliticsPandemicChanging views of sexuality, gender, and the use of personal pronouns and what rights we have.Hate & ensuing violenceGun control and senseless murder and violence across our landAbortion, prolife vs prochoiceLawlessness – which bears fruit we the hearts of people growing cold.It is a time that the only way we meet that challenge is in the name of Jesus. We must B1 bc the Lord Jesus who died for us gave it to us as the means to overcome the darkness, and all those things that divide us.



2. Believers have an interconnected, reciprocal 
relationship, one with the other. 

• Rom. 12:4-5 For as in one body we have many 
members, and the members do not all have the 
same function, 5 so we, though many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. (ESV)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
TWO KEY WORDS/phrases: Function; members one of another. Not same Function – we each have a different function. Function translates – praxis - implying sustained activity and/or responsibility; role, part.Greek tense that communicate continuously Reciprocal. Our function is mutual between and to each other. Rom. 12:4-5 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. “members one of another” translates a Greek word that means “a reciprocal (responsibility) relationship between entities - 'each other, one another.” That is, there is the sense of reciprocal dependence upon each other for some action.  Reciprocal. Mutual expectations. You expect “X” from me and I expect “Y” from you. Niv translates, “each member belongs to all the other members” 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The U.S. Naval Academy freshmen scaled the Herndon Monument in the annual climb Monday.The event was part of a tradition in Annapolis, Maryland, where the freshmen or “plebes” build a human pyramid and climb a 21-foot monument to replace the “dixie cup” hat with an upperclassman’s hat. Upperclassmen slathered the monument in nearly 50 pounds of vegetable shortening and freshmen were required to remove their shoes before they started. The first recorded climb was in 1950, without grease. The greasy climb is a rite of passage for “plebes,” or freshmen, to mark officially becoming Midshipmen 4th Class. U.S. Naval Academy Midshipman 4th Class Nick McGowan, 20, of Sioux City, Iowa, capped Herndon.Each has a role. Mutual expectation on the other. Notice:There are 4 separate levels from the ground up. Only by standing on the shoulders of the lower level, shoes off, can the hat be tossed to the top.Only by allowing others to assist each other can the hat make it to the top.Arms hooked. Success is only achieved by relying on others. The entire group is a picture of what it means to B1. “Above all, put on love which is the perfect bond of unity.” Col 3:14Love is not a feeling, it is a shared commitment to work together to achieve a shared common purpose, a vision. Each person committed to being the step for someone else to climb upon, and the mission being the highest priority. Success occurs only thru unity, and unity requires interaction with others. I must do my part and connect and depend on others bc each person is an integral part of achieving our mission and goal. Unity is the only way that purpose can be achieved. Doing my part along with others doing their part is how B1 is accomplished. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cutout of knitted fabric.Each thread is interwoven with the others.Each thread is a different colorBeauty is found in the multicolored, interwoven threads, which together form what was not there before. Before they were individual threadsNow – together they form a purpose:SweaterShawlScarfGiftExpression of love to the recipientKeep someone warm’Reminder of the giver.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mr Hebron chorale. Expectations:Being a member assumes you are going to singEach has a reciprocal function – to blend w the other singers. Bases, Tenors, Altos, SopranosMake a blended beautiful sound only as each sings his or her notes, at the right moment, in the right tune.Together they are a metaphor of Col 3:14, Above all, put on love which is the perfect bond of unity. Love in this context means:To singTo sing my part not yoursTo listen to others and blend, no one voice dominates the othersResult- beautiful sound. 



3. When believers exercise their gifts 
together, God makes beautiful music.

Rom. 12:5-6 so we, though many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually members one of another. 
6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us, let us use them: …; (ESV)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rom. 12:5-6 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: …; (ESV)Consider the whole of Romans 12:We each have a function, a role.That function includes a sense of responsibility to complete the task that God has assigned us as his followers.My role includes mutual expectations of service and participation. I will do ______ and I expect you to do _______The result – achieve our purpose assigned to us by God.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Look at the keys on the keyboard:In the late 1880s, piano manufacturer Steinway created the 88-key piano. Other manufacturers followed suit, and Steinway’s model has been the standard ever since. It has 52 white keys and 36 black keys (sharps and flats), …. Today’s composers usually write piano music that fits within the range of an 88-key model. Most piano makers also accept this as the limit, because anything outside is considered too high or low for the human ear.What if one or more of the keys sticks, or gets out of tune? Did you know that when we open the windows to increase the air flow in the room, it impacts the keys of the keyboard. The humidity in the room rises, and that impacts how often we have to have the piano tuned. An outside factor, humidity, impacts whether the piano accomplishes its purpose. A key can become “dead” when it ceases to make a sound for some reason. The point is: The piano is designed with 88 keys, each of which is tuned to make a specific sound. Together they work together to make music. The pianist is the one who presses the keys. You and I are like one of the keys. We are spiritually gifted by God for a certain “tune,”; if I am missing are not connecting, my tune is not played. Noah is the pianist. He is like God .He knows the plans he has for us, Eph 2:10. As we walk in his will, under his direction; as we do our part connecting with others, the sound of music is the sound God designs. 



How can we implement a B1 focus in our 
church?
1. Do we need a change of mind:

1. About connecting with other believers?
2. About accepting that I have a role to play?
3. About taking a first step in that role?
4. About believing that I am needed?
5. About believing that I need you?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Rom. 12:6  Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; (ESV)Col. 2:1-2. . . that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from … a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (NAU)Do you need a change of mind:About connecting with other believers?About accepting that you have a role to play?About taking a first step in that role?About believing that you are needed?About believing you need others?



How can we implement a B1 focus in our 
church?

2. This next week meet-up with someone from 
church. Try a staff person? Member of your 
lifegroup or lifelines class? 

3. How can you rely on the help of other 
believers around you? Do you see asking help 
from others as an imposition on them or a gift 
to them?



How can we implement a B1 focus in our 
church?

4. Start reading the gospels. What “strikes” you, 
write it down. Talk/email someone about what 
you discovered. 

5. Memorize Col 3:14: “Above all, put on love 
which is the perfect bond of unity.” 
• Be ready to quote the verse from memory 

next Sunday in the Welcome. 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13



