
Colossians 3:1-14
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Above All, LoveCol 3:5-14B1. Why b1? What does it mean to b1? In the context of a church as more than a place u go bc some people do on Sunday mornings, or u have been taught to, or as a habit, why B1? The Bible actually uses the human body as a metaphor to describe the church. Parts of the body are like members of a church, and each has a role and a part; in order to accomplish anything for Christ, it requires us to come together as one, United by a common purpose and common cause. B1 then is a way we communicate what the church is called to do and be. 



1. Believers are commanded to connect what 
they think and do with what Jesus says.

• Colossians 3:1-3, 5, 8-9
• Matt 16:23
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Believers are commanded to connect what they think and do with what Jesus says.Col. 3:1-3  If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. (ESV)If you have been raised up, set your mind… put away (sinful behaviors -  anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth). sexual immoralities… put on …. Hearts of compassion…V3. You have died. Bible teaches that when Jesus died, so did you.Gal 2:20, I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. ...Rom. 6:6  knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; (NAU)When Christ died, I died. When Christ rose, I rose. The new me. V. “If you have been raised up.”Death to self. Doing things my way. So that I can do things his way. One time event that has a life long process. Sanctification.  Luke 9:23. Life group. Relationship w a boss that didn’t like you. Dying to self is never portrayed in Scripture as something optional in the Christian life. Jesus describes lukewarm followers who try to live partly in the old life and partly in the new as those whom He will spit out (Revelation 3:15–16). V1. You have been raised up. To be raised up is to live in obedience to the commands of God. Metaphor of baptism.Col. 2:12-14  having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. (NAU)Baptism is a memorial service for my death to self; but it does not end there. I die so that I might live.  Therefore, V3. Set your mind on the things of God.  Jesus. V5.  Put to death what is earthly  … sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, covetousness, (v8) anger, wrath, malice, slander, obscene talk from your mouth, lying.Put on … Paul wants what has happened spiritually to be reflected in our behavioral and emotional behaviors. Believers had not yet begun to live out the implications of having died with Christ and been raised up with Christ to a new life.Question to ask ourselves?Have you died to self yet so that you can live for Christ?



2. Believers are commanded to embrace a new 
definition of “We.” B1 is our way to “put on” 
what we have in common in Jesus. 

• Colossians 3:10-11
• “We” – see “Learning to Love People You Don't Like” by Floyd McClung 

(2016)
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Believers are commanded to embrace a new definition of “We.” The way we see other believers is through the shared forgiveness we have through the cross of Jesus. B1 is our way to “put on” what we have in common in Jesus. Colossians 3:10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.Cosmopolitan city - ColossaeDifferent ethnicities – Greek and Jew. Belonging to a social group by virtue of a commonality.Different religion backgrounds – circumcised and uncircumcisedDifferent cultural upbringings – Barbarian and Scythian – the most cruel, unruly and sexually promiscuous of all. An extreme – the Mongols of Asia. Different socio-economic levels – slave and free. Put off these distinctions like one takes off a topcoat. Learn a new distinction – we are all sinners saved by the crucifixion of Jesus.We are one in Christ. Look around you:Different ethnicities, religious backgrounds, cultures, socio economic levels, generations?Value our differences. Embrace them. Respect them. We are all sinners saved by the grace of God. Would you not agree that in order to B1 with someone I do not know, I have to make the effort to know them. B1 is a two-way street. One reaches and the other opens. Our facilities. Recent discussion about the beauty of our facilities.Not just the bricks and mortar but the people. 



3. The love of God in each believer is the “duct 
tape” which holds the “We” together. Without 
God’s love in us, we cannot B1. 

A. V12-13.  As God’s chosen ones, put on a heart: 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
patience, bearing with each other and forgiving…

B. V14.  Above all of these, put on love. It is the 
binding power that completes and perfects all 
virtues.
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(Col. 3:12-14 NAU)  12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. (Col. 3:12-14 NAU)Colossians 3:14, Above all, put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity., Perfect translates teleotes – to make complete.Bond translates sundesmos – that which binds together. that which binds together, a band, bond: of the ligaments by which the members of the human body are united together  Two different parts being held together by a third part. that in which all the virtues are so bound together that perfection is the result, and not one of them is lacking to that perfection, The love of God in me is the “duct tape” which holds the “We” together. It causes me to love another believer. The greatest reason I have to love another believer is God’s love for me.  God chose me not the other way around. He wants to be my friend.Takes a motivation outside myself to B1 with anotherWe love bc he first loved us and gave himself up for us. Love is action one takes bc they care about another. Jesus on the cross.Serving – action I take bc I care about Jesus. He is the object I care about. Love is the highest of virtues bc it is the reason why he died for us. 



• My love for others is the clearest identifier that 
I have surrendered my life to Jesus Christ. 

• 1 Cor 13:1, 13; 16:14
• Eph 5:2
• 1 Peter 4:8
• John 13:34-35
• 1 John 3:14-16, 4:2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1Co 13:1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  1Co 13:13 But now faith, hope, love, abide these three; but the greatest of these is love.  1Co 16:14 Let all that you do be done in love.  Eph 5:2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.  1Pe 4:8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.  Jn. 13:34-35 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." (NAU)



• 1 Jn. 3:18 Little children, let us not love in word or 
talk but in deed and in truth.

• 1 Jn. 4:7-8 Beloved, let us love one another, for 
love is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does 
not love does not know God, because God is love.



Heb. 10:24-25 and let us consider how to stimulate 
one another to love and good deeds, 25 not 
forsaking our own assembling together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all 
the more as you see the day drawing near. (NAU)



How can we implement a B1 focus in our 
individual lives?

1. Schedule at least one “meet-up” for the month of 
May with someone outside of your “circle” for the 
purpose of getting to know them. 

2. God calls us to pray for one another. Love puts 
feet to our prayers by reaching out to those we 
are praying for. Do that. Make your prayers 
personal by talking to the people you are praying 
for.
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In the month of May, schedule at least one “meet-up” with someone in the church you would like to know better.  Try meeting with someone new in our church or someone outside of your usual friend circle at church. Have coffee, ice cream, a walk in the park….anything where you can get together with someone who attends Bethany Church. Post a pic of your meet up here and let us know how it went!”
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