
God’s Love Revealed
Romans  1:1-5  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context of passage:What do I want to say?My objective:  Not about evidences for the truth of the resurrection. Challenging a response to the resurrection.  Nabeel Qureshi. Seeking Allah finding Jesus; Lee Strobel, Case for ChristFirst, look at the cross. How can the resurrection impact me if I fail to understand why Jesus died. Second, look at how the cross and resurrection, acting together, tell the story of God. Cross is like a personal letter from God. Author, Message, Recipient.The resurrection gives the cross its truth. It transforms it from death to life, bad news to good news. The cross and resurrection call us to obedience as our response. 



1. The cross is like a personal letter from God 
to you and me. It has an author, a message, 
and a recipient.

A. The author – God. He told us what was 
going to happen before it happened — so 
we would know he did it. 

B. The message of  love— Jesus. 
C. Intended recipient - every person who 

believes and responds to the love of God in 
Jesus.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The cross is like a personal letter from God. It has an author, a message, and a recipient. Until I believe it written to and for me, it is a meaningless event in history.The revealed author – God. He told us what was going to happen before it happened — so we would know he was the one doing it.Not anonymous.Foretold as a prophecyEzekiel which foretold of the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem. 8x the phrase “then you will know that I am he” occurs. Isaiah 53:6 “… the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on him.”Isaiah 53:10 “But the Lord was pleased to crush him…”Jesus foretold it and spoke it. Ps. 22:16-18 “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me. … 16 For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feet-- 17 I can count all my bones-- they stare and gloat over me; 18 they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots. (ESV)Angels repeated it.  (ESV) Luke 24:5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.”The message - Jesus. God gave His son. Betrayed. Delivered over. Jn. 3:16  "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. (ESV)Luke 24:5, betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men…Col. 2:13-14   And you, who were dead in your trespasses … God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. (Col. 2:13-14 ESV)Jesus surrendered voluntarily. Jn. 10:18  No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father." (ESV)But why would Jesus do this?Two children at play.  The beneficiary -  every person who believes and responds to the love of God in Jesus.Joh 3:18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. Joh 6:47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. Joh 6:40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day." What makes the work of Jesus on the cross true? 



2. The resurrection of Jesus gives the cross  
its truth. It transforms it from “bad 
news” to “good news.”

A. The resurrection ratifies God’s work as 
officially accomplished. 

B. Apart from each other, the death and 
resurrection mean nothing. Together, 
they act as the voice of God speaking his 
truth to humanity. 

C. “Why do seek the living among the dead? 
“Mourning is over. Rejoicing is upon us. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The resurrection of Jesus gives the cross its truth. It transforms the message from “bad news” to “good news.”Ratifies God’s work as finished, officially accomplished. Jesus’ testimony to Pilate about truth:  John 18:37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, "So You are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice." (Jn. 18:37 NAU)The truth of the cross was ratified by the resurrection. Ratification is a formal consent that the conditions of an agreement have been satisfied.  Officially done, completed. Romans 1:4, and was declared to be the Son of God in power … by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, It is finished.  John 19:30. (Jn. 19:30 NAU)  30 Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. (Jn. 19:30 NAU)Justice of a holy God has been served.  Romans 6:23, The wages of sin is death.The sacrificial love of God is revealed, made known. The message of the cross as stated by God and as ratified by the resurrection of Jesus has been accomplished. (Isa. 53:10-12 NAU) Apart from each other, the death and resurrection mean n10 But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, And the good pleasure of the LORD will prosper in His hand. 11 As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; By His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, As He will bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, And He will divide the booty with the strong; Because He poured out Himself to death, And was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, And interceded for the transgressors. (Isa. 53:10-12 NAU)Apart from each other, the death and resurrection mean nothing. Together, they act as the voice of God speaking his truth to humanity. Apart – the miracle of resurrection is no different than the resuscitation (same body that will die again) of:Elijah and the woman’s son. 1Ki 17:21 Then he stretched himself upon the child three times and cried to the LORD, "O LORD my God, let this child's life come into him again." Peter and Tabitha. Act 9:40 But Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and turning to the body he said, "Tabitha, arise." And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. Lazarus. John 11:43The widows only son. Luk 7:14 Then he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, "Young man, I say to you, arise.“Difference is the message is the resurrection: Romans 1:4, and was declared to be the Son of God in power … by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, Mk. 8:31  And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. (ESV).Cross wo the resurrection? Two separate historical events, neither of which have any meaning. Together – they have a meaning.. Two parts that make a whole.Two halves that serve no purpose apart from each other.Creation has two parts: Takes male and female to accomplish God’s plan to fill the earth. Offspring does not come from just the male or just the female. Takes both. Male does not possess both male and female genitals or reproductive systems not does the female possess same. It takes both to accomplish God’s plan. Angels – “Why do you seek the living among the dead?Jesus is the Son of God who is alive. I can live through him. I can have hope bc of him. I have a story to tell.



3. The cross and resurrection call us to 
obedience as our response. 

A. The Holy Spirit invites us to “Go and sell 
all we have and come and follow Jesus.”

B. The cross and resurrection of Jesus 
invite us to love-motivated obedience. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The cross and resurrection call us to obedience as our response.The Holy Spirit invites us all to “go and sell all you have and come and follow me.”Lk. 18:22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." (ESV)Matt. 13:44-46 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. (ESV)Jesus invites us to surrender our whole self to him; in the process, we discover that this is not a sacrifice at all, but it is how the windows of heaven are opened to us that we might have life.The cross and resurrection of Jesus invite us to love-motivated obedience. Jn. 14:21-23  Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him." … 23 Jesus answered him, "If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. (ESV)Jesus is alive today, through the Holy Spirit, just as he was physically alive 2000 years ago.Jn. 16:7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. (ESV)Jn. 14:16-18  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 18 "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. (ESV
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