
• Dying to Live
• John 11:57; 12:1, 9-11; 17-19 11

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Context of passage:The last miracle before the cross has just occurredLazarus, the brother of Mary & Martha, has been raised from the dead, after four days (J 11:17), by the literal command of Jesus to “come forth.”This miracle of miracles has galvanized three groups of people:His followersThe curious who want to see Jesus and LazarusThe religious leaders. The reason is bc the religious leaders are loosing their control of the people. As the chief priest states in J 12:19, “the whole world has gone after him.”Jesus has turned a corner – it is the week he will give his life for the world. Messianic prophecy of Zech 9:9. At end of the week, he will hear his command from the Lord – to rise up from the grave. Just before – he has been the one issuing the command – for a dead man to come to life. Coincidence?Last week – ends in cross & resurrection.Last miracle – ends in dead man called forth from the grave. Lazarus – a preview of the resurrection of Jesus when God calls him forth!What is God saying to us? What do I want to say?Examine what we truly believe about Jesus Christ.Which group would you be in that day entering Jerusalem?Followers: v 13, Hosanna blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. V15. Fear not … your king is coming. Curious. FOMO.Skeptics or adversaries. Luke 19:39, Teacher rebuke your disciples. Jesus replies, “If these be silent, the stones will cry out.”Has what you believe about Jesus intersected to any actions in your life?Cross. Examine my own life in the present. Is this all there is?Do I have a sense of purpose in my life right now?Where do I find purpose?Am I where God has called me, placed me, and settled me?Got here on my ownYes, he called me here. But I am bored. Invite Jesus to come forth.Lay down my own palm branches.Surrender my life to Jesus.Dead 



1. Palm Sunday invites us to 
examine what we truly believe 
about Jesus. 

A. Who am I in the large crowd?  Four 
groups:
1. Committed followers
2. Curious. “FOMO.”
3. Skeptics and adversaries
4. The crowd followers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PS invites us to examine what we believe about Jesus as well as the condition of our spiritual health. Who am I in the crowd? John 12:9: Large crowd. 4 groups:Committed followers: Palm branchers. Lazarus and family, unnamed but present. V12. The next day … Curious - FOMO. V9. v18.Missed Lazarus’ calling forth.Me: UEL. Skeptics or adversaries. Jn. 11:47-49  So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, "What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation." 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, "You know nothing at all. 50 nor do you take into account that it is expedient for you that one man die for the people, and that the whole nation not perish." (Jn. 11:50 NAU)(ESV)Jn. 11:57  Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where he was, he should let them know, so that they might arrest him. (ESV) Jn. 12:9-10 The large crowd of the Jews then learned that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He raised from the dead. 10 But the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death alsoJn. 12:19  So the Pharisees said to one another, "You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him." (ESV)Some things never change. Testimony still being silenced. The crowd followers; a faith easily turned when the storms blow in or “my peers see it another way.” Or, a faith that has never connected what Christ says w the choices and actions of my life. Week later – crowd turns. John 19:15 They cried out, "Away with him, away with him, crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but Caesar.“ 16 So he delivered him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus. 



2. Palm Sunday invites us to 
question what happens when 
people die. 

A. The road ends at the resurrection but it 
stops at Golgotha. The cross is God’s 
message to us:
1. About forgiveness.
2. About judgment.
3. About reconciliation. 

B. P Sunday allows Lazarus to speak from 
the grave. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PS invites us to examine what we believe happens when people die. The road is headed to Golgotha. John 19:17.Cross as instrument of forgiveness. Sin matters to God. Sin is going my own way, doing my own thing, wo regard to what God says.Isaiah 53:6, All we like sheep have gone astray, we have each turned to his own way, and the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on him. Jesus took our sin upon himself, and dyed in our place. Joh 6:40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day." 1Pe 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. Cross as instrument of judgment. Sin matters to God. Cross speaks to the reality of heaven and hell. If hell was not real, why did God send his only son to die on a cross? It would make no sense. John 3:16, “… would not perish” refers to what?Joh 3:18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. Joh 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.Cross is an instrument of reconciliation:2 Cor. 5:18-20  All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (ESV)Allows Lazarus to speak from the grave – to answer this question: What happens when someone dies?Lazarus at table. John 12:1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table.Don Piper dinner – Saturday night.What do you think the conversation was about if Lazarus was at table? I cant even imagine Lazarus explaining what it was like when Jesus called him from the grave. I heard him say, “Lazarus, come forth”(Jn. 11:43-44 NAU) 43 When He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth.“ 44 The man who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings, and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." (Jn. 11:43-44 NAU)Lazarus knows what is like to be called forth by the voice of Jesus. (Jn. 10:7-11 NAU) 7 So Jesus said to them again, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 "All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 9 "I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, …11 "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.Lazarus is the first testifier that when Jesus commands you to come forth – you will. This one has the power over death. Wrecked car at Mt Hebron. Warning. Be careful. Don’t drink and drive. FOG in a Gen Z mind.Palm Sunday, not a warning, but a “hallelujah.” Tells us that something has happened. Jesus opens the door to eternal life on the cross. 



3. Palm Sunday is our opportunity 
to invite Jesus to “come forth” 
into our lives.

A. Lazarus before compared to Lazarus after. 
B. Lazarus surrendered to Jesus. 
C. Lazarus laid down his palms before Jesus! He 

died that he might live. John 12:23-24.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PS invites us to surrender our lives to Jesus and to make his purposes our own.Notice Lazarus before Christ, and Lazarus after Christ.  Before: Lazarus is sick (11:1). Lazarus is dead (11:14). Lazarus is in the grave four days (11:39). Luke 10 – no Lazarus. Home is the home of Martha. Luke 10:38.Clearly – it is very doubtful that the mayor of Bethany attended the funeral of Lazarus four days before; or, that the chief priest had ever heard of him before Jesus. Lazarus was just a good old boy of Bethany. Just like the rest of us. There is no history of Lazarus before Christ. Now, he is a threat that must be eliminated.After: the dead man that lives – the old is behind him. The new has come. 12:1, Jesus visits the family, not Martha’s house (Luke 10:38), but where Lazarus lived. 12:2, Martha is still serving, but this time, for the first time, Lazarus is mentioned as being at the table. Where was Lazarus when Martha was in the kitchen and Mary seated at the feet of Jesus? He was not even mentioned in Luke 10.12:9. People want to see Jesus, but also want to see Lazarus. Priests want to kill him. V10. Lazarus is not in hiding12:11. Lazarus is giving testimony. Testimony is making a difference. 12:17. The people who were at the grave continue to testify about Lazarus and Jesus bc he raised Lazarus. Lazarus is a new man.He has surrendered his life and his life purposes to Jesus.His identity is defined by what Christ did for him.New purpose. Life has found purpose in talking about what God has done in his life. Giving glory to Jesus Christ. What about you? Have you surrendered your life to Jesus?Have you found your personal identity in what Jesus Christ has done for you?The reason why we are kept captive by sin in our life, angers, lusts, apathy, is bc we have yet to surrender our lives to Jesus.Counseling. Deep issue. Often times accompanied by one characteristic – blaming others.  Husbands and wives. 



• Jn. 12:23-24  And Jesus answered 
them, "The hour has come for the Son 
of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Apply John 12:24:Grain falls to earth and dies:Things in your life that need to “die”Areas you have yet to surrender?Absence of contentment  Life is preceded by death. Jesus lives; but he had to die first.Lk. 9:23-24  23 And he said to all, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. (Lk. 9:22-24 ESV)Are there areas in your life that are keeping you from living a life of meaning and purpose?Career – Loving others who do not agree w you on the issues? 
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