
Celebrating Christmas 
When Life Takes a Wrong 

Turn
Luke 2:7-20

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sermon series drawing upon the Christmas trees in our front yard, using the items that decorate each tree, each of which is chosen not so much for its beauty as an ornament of decoration but for the spiritual meaning behind it. There are 7 trees beginning w the Mary tree and moving through the cross tree and lastly the life tree, representing the resurrection of Jesus.  In total they tell the story of the purpose of God in taking on human flesh in the person of Jesus. The decorative ornaments of each tree were chosen by our Associate Pastor and her team of artists to communicate that story visually. There is no book that says for the “Shepherd tree” use this ornament and place it here. Many of the ornaments are hand-made by the body of Christ here at Bethany Church. So they have the added significance that when you walk the path and interpret what you see, you will also know that we had a part in writing the story of God. I suppose it is shepherds where the biggest misconception is between the public or secular view of shepherds on the night that Christ was born. Even as much if not more so for the church. We romanticize the shepherds as much as we do Joseph and Mary. Remember that Bethlehem was only 6 mi from Jerusalem, the location of the Temple. Passover occurred once a year. One source speculated that 20K sheep were sacrificed in one day.Most people could not bring their lamb w them but purchase it upon arrival in Jerusalem. Many of those lambs were bred during the preceding 12 months in the fields and villages outside of Jerusalem, of which was Bethlehem. As we enter the text, we find shepherds in the fields tending their flock by night. Bethlehem was a lamb factory for Passover in the time of Jesus.  These shepherds likely had quotas to meet, set by their employers. It was not a time for lullabies, but hard work, 24/7. This was not the panacea of blissful pining the night away. How do you celebrate Christmas when life takes a wrong turn. To help w an answer, lets look at how the shepherds did. Paul Morrisette - Reads Luke 2:7-20Prayer



Key points.

1. God sees us.
2. The shepherds did not allow a “shepherd’s mentality” 

to keep them from taking the first step on a life-
changing journey. 

3. Shepherds remind us of the power of His grace when 
we “put it down” and come to Jesus. 

4. Did it really happen? Did God give us a reason to 
believe?





The Shepherd’s tree:
• Stable
• Shepherds cloak
• Shepherds staff/crook
• 5-point Star of David 
• Manger (feed trough)
• Discouraging signage 

addressed to shepherds 
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Presentation Notes
Star of David – 6 pointed made of two interlocking triangles. Points rep six directions of the universe. Up, down, north, south, east and west. 12 sides rep tribes of Israel.Israeli flagDavid’s shield, symbol of trusting in almighty god.Christians image of the cross. Pentagram – 5 points.One pt upward. Christian adaptation - Star of David shining over the stableStars on the American flag5 books of the TorahEvil or devil worship if upside down



1. God sees us. 

She gave this name to the Lord 
who spoke to her: “You are the 
God who sees me,” for she said, 
“I have now seen the One who 
sees me.” – Genesis 16:13 (NIV)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
God sees us in and through our struggles.Hagar fleeing from Sarah before Ishmael born, after conception. Sarah, Abrahams wife has been unable to conceive a child. In depuration, Sarah tells Abraham to go in to her handmaiden Hagar and have a child thru her. When the child is conceived and before he is born, Sarah turns on Hagar. She harasses her to the point that she flees for her life. The Angel of the Lord finds her by a spring of water in the wilderness. The angel tells her to return to Sarah and to submit to her authority; and, that he would greatly multiply her descendants. She is w child and the child’s name will be Ishmael, bc the Lord has given heed to her affliction. Hagar replies in Gen 16:13 above – “I have now seen the One who sees me.”El Raah in HebrewPs. 34:18  The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit. (ESV)Ps. 147:3  He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. (ESV)Isa. 61:1-2  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;Signs on Bethlehem tree. 



“Jerusalem in the 
Time of Jesus,” by 
Joachim Jeremias (Fortress 
Press, 1969)







1. Laws of commerce. 
• Prohibited purchase of 

wool, milk or lambs.
2. Laws of worship.

• Ritually “unclean” – contact 
w dead things

3. Laws of testimony.
• Could not testify in court.
• “Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus,” by 

Joachim Jeremias (Fortress Press, 1969)
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Three restrictive laws for Shepherds:John 10, Jesus is called the “good” shepherd bc there were bad shepherds. Joseph and his brothers.See Joseph approaching from a distance. Here comes that dreamer.Decide to kill him. Throw him a pit. Tell their father that some animal has destroyed him. Why do that? Sell him. Lots of bad shepherds in that day and time. Likely that a shepherd might conclude that life was not fair? What did he do to deserve this mess of a life?How do you find God when life has taken a wrong turn?Shepherds actually did. Pandemic surging. Virtual coming back?Christmas is one week away.Family planned on coming? Gathering?What if one person tests positive?How do we keep the pandemic from causing us to develop a “shepherds mentality”?



2. The shepherds did not 
allow a “shepherd’s 
mentality” to keep them 
from taking the first step 
on a life-changing journey. 

Luke 2:15-16 
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Shepherds mentality.  Grow up with. Feeling of not being worthyFeeling of not being to succeed I Assume I will failUnable or unwilling to take the riskMake do with life as it is. When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us." 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. (Lk. 2:15-16 ESV)Is the pandemic giving us a shepherds mentality?  the way you look at life or others?More skeptical?Less trusting?More isolated?More divided?Cant let the pandemic change the way we look at God, Christ or others.Heb 10:24.  And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.Acknowledge this is life as we know it. God has gotten us this far. God sees.We will get through this. Look to the one who sees me. Focus on what god is doing not what the pandemic has stolen. Encourage one another.



3. Shepherds remind us of the 
power of His grace when 
we “put it down” and come 
to Jesus. 

A. Who will take care of the sheep?
B. What about predators, thieves?
C. We can’t be the only invitees. Let 

someone else go
D. We might lose our job. 
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Shepherds remind us of the power of His grace if we “put it down” and just come.Mr. Parr. Alton Ky. Get my life cleaned up first.Shepherds:Cleansing bath firstSacrifice on the altar first.Lamb of God was born in a broken world to offer grace to all who would receive it. Ironic that Jesus, the sacrificial lamb of God, was born in the same village that 1000’s of lambs would be born for the purpose of being the instrument thru which forgiveness for unintentional sins could be forgiven?Coincidence? Jesus was born among the lambs to be the lamb.Jn. 1:29  The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! (ESV)Grace is the gift of forgiveness when you do not deserve it but act to receive it.Has been born for ALL the people. To come to Jesus, they had to “put it down.” When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us." 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. (Lk. 2:15-16 ESV)



4. Did it really happen? Did 
God give us a reason to 
believe?

A. Why Bethlehem?
B. Why a manger not a palace?
C. Why shepherds not priests or 

kings?
D. Why was Jesus born in a way 

that cast Mary/Joseph as  
adulterers?
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We must discover how God talks to us in the choices he makes. If I wore a blue shirt every day you would conclude “Kip likes blue.” Orioles shirt I am a fan. The God is love picture. Why Bethlehem? But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. (Mic. 5:2 ESV)Jesus was born among the lambs to be The Lamb. Why a manger not a palace?Why shepherds not priests or kings?Why unknown Mary and Joseph?“But God said to me, ‘my grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ power can rest on me. That is why for Christ sake I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties, for when I am weak then I am strong.”Why Israel? "For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. (Deut. 7:6-8 ESV) (Gen 12:1-3Why the church of Jesus?1Pe 2:9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;   but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; (1 Cor. 1:23-27 ESV)
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