
Matt 2:1-12 

• 1 COR 9:23-27 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today’s sermon continues the series we began this month; but it’s a little different. Do you need a “fresh start” in the pandemic? Is your thinking in line with God’s plan for your life? No time like the present. Context:Paul Is making a defense of  the truth his apostleship are the people. He takes a moment to explain his vision for ministry. You might say that Paul is going to explain his “normal” to the people of the church in Corinth. His purpose is to invite them to join him in adopting a similar vision for ministry and service.  Janine Wachowski, one of our virtual participants (Illinois) who joined us at the beginning of the pandemic, and now participates with us in our Lifegroup miistry as well as our Wednesday PM Bible study and other studies, is going to read 1 Cor 9:23-27. Let us pray. 



1. “NORMAL” 
IS 

COMING.   

•  1 COR. 9:26 SO I DO 
NOT RUN AIMLESSLY; I 
DO NOT BOX AS ONE 
BEATING THE AIR. (ESV) 
• “WHAT I AM TO GOD IN 
PUBLIC IS WHAT I AM TO 

GOD IN PRIVATE.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is the Spirit saying to me?Normal is coming. If I  believe, normal is coming, it changes everything that I do. 26. I do not run aimlessly. I do not box as one beating the air. New purpose. New sense of direction. Truly have a fresh start. Be a better listener to the Holy Spirit.1 Cor 2:10, “The Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.”1 Cor 2:7 If he reveals the hidden things will he not reveal how to step in our daily lives? How do we respond in the midst of the crisis in the world and our land?Staff: Covide Bounce back plan. Why? Normal is coming. Prepare now. Beginning Palm Sunday, 3/28, we will start encouraging you to come back to in person worship.Challenges to the return of “normal”:Our own mindset. Futile. No way to know the future.Hopeless. Cant take the vaccine. Isolate.Hope-full. Media.Always broadcasts the worst. NYT figures.  191K COMPARED to 250K. 30% down.  New deaths are flat. Bias blind spot. U see based on predispositionsHow we see the future will determine how we act.Whether you hear what the Spirit is saying today thru me.What has the spirit given me?What you do now is based on how you see the future.  Assume this:  spirit is saying to me: Circumstances will change to allow a return to a new normal in 2021. Not the Governor but the spirit.   The decisions we make now should be founded upon that happening. Plan and prepare now for coming out. Challenge. Transition out of covid. Voices in the media that instill fear, isolation. Observe how only the worst case are covered. Observe how statistics are reported against your own assessment.         Confusion and uncertainty and need to  embrace change once again. Virus is still lurking. Coming out is a decision that each of us makes based on the direction of the spirit of God. When I come out and whether I come out are two different decisions. Preparation is not an option. Do u have a covid bounce back plan? our mindset – the way we are looking at the future:Futile – no way to know what the future will hold be so why try to do anything?Hopeless – I am almost becoming agoraphobic. Afraid to leave my house for fear that I will catch the virus.Vaccine – I have been told not to take the vaccine; hospital workers are not even taking it.I can still get the virus afterwards anyway so why take it. We don’t know how long it will protect anyway.I had a reaction to the last flu vaccine so why take the covid vaccine?Hope-full.Assume that 2021 will bring life back to normal. I must plan for normal now. I refuse to believe that God will allow Covid to have the last word. I choose to believe that what3ever Covid Why this passage? How we run the raceU cannot run the race from the confines of your living room. The “race” is a metaphor for life. Applies wo regard to my age, my station in life, in school or out, work from home or not, well or sick. Other focus. Outside focus. Sacrifice for others focus. Level of effort focus. Assumed sacrifice to accomplish the taskReward. 



2. TIME TO 
EXAMINE OUR 

“MINDSET” 
ABOUT GOD’S 

PLAN FOR 
OUR NORMAL. 

• 1 COR. 9:24 DO YOU NOT 
KNOW THAT IN A RACE ALL 
THE RUNNERS RUN, BUT 
ONLY ONE RECEIVES THE 
PRIZE? SO RUN THAT YOU 
MAY OBTAIN IT. (ESV) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Running analogy. 4x. 5 HebChallenging their mindset:You have to enter the race to win the prize. People wo spiritual purpose, wo mission. Had left the race or never entered in the first place. Corinth was a port city; different people, immorality prevalent, religious pluralism, NYC, LA, Vegas all in one locationU r the light but unless u run to win, the light has no impact Regain or renew your vision, purpose:Everyone runs.Don’t be like everyone else.Don’t just run, run to win.Mindset can develop bad habits, bad beliefs,  bad behavior.Satanic stronghold: For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. (2 Cor. 10:4 ESV)Stronghold is when what we believe is hard, fast, will not listen to reason.Bias blind spot.Pandemic blindness to what really matters in life.Relationship w Jesus Christ.Relationship w other members of the BOC.We need one another, in relationship.Only when you gather. Zoom vs in person. 



WHY WOULD GOD WANT US TO 
GATHER AGAIN? 

• AND LET US CONSIDER HOW TO STIMULATE ONE 
ANOTHER TO LOVE AND GOOD DEEDS, 25 NOT 
FORSAKING OUR OWN ASSEMBLING TOGETHER, 
AS IS THE HABIT OF SOME, BUT ENCOURAGING 
ONE ANOTHER; AND ALL THE MORE AS YOU SEE 
THE DAY DRAWING NEAR. (HEB. 10:24-25 NAU) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
God knows we need:Encouragement from one anotherUrging to think of others rather than ourselves.For 2021:H2O – how can we focus on those outside of our churchIndia plans:Start a sustain a training center for pastors in India?Support the groups of pastors that we have ministered alongside of over the last 5 years?



3. OUR 
“NORMAL” 
MUST BE 
ABOUT 
JESUS, 

FIRST, THEN 
OTHERS, 

THEN 
OURSELVES. 

• 2 COR. 5:14-15 FOR THE 
LOVE OF CHRIST CONTROLS 
US, BECAUSE WE HAVE 
CONCLUDED THIS: THAT ONE 
HAS DIED FOR ALL, 
THEREFORE ALL HAVE DIED; 
15 AND HE DIED FOR ALL, 
THAT THOSE WHO LIVE MIGHT 
NO LONGER LIVE FOR 
THEMSELVES BUT FOR HIM 
WHO FOR THEIR SAKE DIED 
AND WAS RAISED.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jesus first. Some have gotten lost. Fallen off the wagon. PPF. Convicting word of spirit. Repent. Turn around. Come back to God. Get in the race. the race is all of life. Race for others. Home School, field, bandSelf.  



4. RUNNING TO WIN OR JUST 
RUNNING MATTERS TO JESUS.  

A. SELF-CONTROL.  V 25 
B. SELF-DISCIPLINE. V 27 

•
C. ADJUSTMENT TO THE HEARER.  V22 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 Cor. 9:25-27  Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. 27 But I discipline (buffet) my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified. (ESV)Matters?We live in our own “Corinth”; fallen world.Reaching the world for Jesus requires our best to accomplish anything. Master the fleshSelf discipline. Pandemic removes the need for both. Kids on zoom. Routine is good Adjustment to others:“…I have become all things to all people that by all means I might save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel.” v22



5. THE 
REWARDS 
ARE OUT 
OF THIS 
WORLD!  

• 1 COR. 9:25 EVERY 
ATHLETE EXERCISES 
SELF-CONTROL IN ALL 
THINGS. THEY DO IT TO 
RECEIVE A PERISHABLE 
WREATH, BUT WE AN 
IMPERISHABLE. (ESV) 

 



APPLICATION 

1. DO YOU NEED TO “PICK UP YOUR PACKET, 
PUT YOUR NUMBER ON,” AND GET IN THE 
RACE?  TELL GOD YOU ARE 
SURRENDERING TO HIS PLAN TODAY. 

2. IS YOUR MINDSET IN NEED OF ADJUSTING 
TO GOD’S NORMAL? A NEW NORMAL?  
TODAY IS THE DAY TO START A CHANGE.  
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