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Earlier this year, we launched 
a new partnership with 
Marian University: the Career 

Education and Training Academy 
at EMCC (CETA). The short story 
is, we’re helping more people gain 
education, occupational skills, and 
employment.

“There is an 
obvious need, in 
this neighborhood 
and the city, for 
individuals to have 
better financial 
stability,” said 
Immanuel Ivey, 
Program Manager 
of our Center 
for Working 
Families and CETA 
supervisor. “And 
our organization 
specializes in those 
who need a second, third, or fourth 
chance.”

David was one of those who 
needed another chance. He was 
unemployed when he came to 
us, but after graduating from our 
Logistics Associate training, he 
received the certifications he 
needed to gain employment at 
Amazon’s warehouse making $17 
an hour. And he hasn’t stopped 
there: he is currently enrolled at 
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Ivy Tech studying Supply Chain 
Logistics and will graduate in 2019.

Willia is another who came to us 
unemployed, living in subsidized 
housing, and in need of childcare. 
We met her with a comprehensive 
approach, and helped her get a 
scholarship for our before- and 

after-school programs. Our financial 
coach helped her win a micro-
grant from the United Way of 
Central Indiana, which paid for her 
registration fee for the Certified 
Nursing Assistant exam and 
decreased the debt on her credit 
cards. Now she works at a medical 
facility, her children are still active 
in our programs, and the family is 
thriving in a stable environment.

Ivey expresses sentiments that all 

Out-of-Reach Jobs Now Accessible 
Through New CETA Program

of us at EMCC feel: “It just gives 
me great joy to see what little I’ve 
done to help someone to become 
successful. Seeing an individual start 
with nothing—to see someone who 
has been beaten up by society—
gain an education and get a good 
job gives me a lot of joy.”

Helping people get jobs is not a 
new idea here, but now we offer 
more career paths. In all, we offer:

• High School Equivalency 
 diplomas

• Culinary/Hospitality
• Logistics Associate Training
• Construction
• Cable Installation
• Microsoft Office Specialist 

 training
 
We are grateful to our partners 
who help make all this possible, 
and so here’s a shout-out to 
THA Construction Management, 
who help participants gain the 
skills necessary to qualify for an 
N.C.C.E.R. certification. Thanks 
also to I.A. Technology, who 
teach cable installation so that our 
participants can earn a B.I.C.S.I. 
certification.  And thanks also 
to Marian University, which will 
shortly enable EMCC to add HSE/
ABE and Certified Nursing Aide 
training to the list. 



I just wanted to express my appreciation!I just wanted to express my appreciation!
Earlier this month, a woman came 
through our door with a story and 
arm loads of candy. 

Benita Murphy started by saying, 
“I came here today to express my 
gratitude to Edna Martin Christian 
Center and to the staff. Two years 
ago, I had a meltdown: I had lost my 
job, my house, my parents, I was in 
a domestic violence situation, my 
finances were out of order—I mean, 
they were in really bad shape. I had 
a tax levy and twenty-thousand 
dollars of debt. I had to come here 
because I didn’t have any food; 
sometimes I didn’t even have a 
dollar in my pocket. I didn’t have 
money to eat, or money to put gas 
in the car; I was in dire straits. 

“I didn’t know where to begin, but 
I came in for the food pantry, and 
you guys were so welcoming, you 
never made me feel bad, or beneath, 
or anything like that. I started 
meeting with [EMCC’s financial 
coach] Julian Edwards, and it’s been 
a long journey, it took a couple 
of years, but now I work at St. 

Vincent’s Hospital as a Hospitality 
Coordinator. 

“The tax levy? That’s been lifted 
and the debt has been waived. 
I’m in good standing with the IRS. 
I have financial stability, financial 
independence, I bought a car, and I 
should be able to buy a house 
in about six months. I’m 
working on a degree in 
Health Information 
& Technology at Ivy 
Tech, and I’ve been 
making straight As—I’m 
so overwhelmed!—
all because the 
support system, the 
professionalism, and the 
expertise of Edna Martin 
Christian Center. I’ve been 
working hard, and I’m 
not going to let 
all this hard 
work go to 
waste. If 
I could 
make it 
through 
all that, 

I could make it through anything! 

“So, I brought a bunch of candy, 
and bought Mr. Julian a little gift 
card so he can go eat and enjoy 
himself. I’m very busy, but I 
definitely thought it was time to let 
you know what was going on. I just 

wanted to express my 
appreciation!” 

Benita

Eleven young volunteers from Prairie Baptist 
Church, Prairie Village, Kansas, served two 
days here playing with kids in our after-school 
program, helping with homework, and sharing 
meals with them. Also, in preparation for the 
upcoming renovation, they moved canned 
goods from our Leadership & Legacy campus 
to the food pantry at our main location. 

The kids sacrificed their spring break for eight 
days and visited several ministries throughout 
the Midwest. Led by Youth Pastor Kyle Gard-
ner, the group acted out the corporal acts of 
mercy seen in the New Testament: feeding 
the hungry, clothing the poor, and visiting the 
sick. Even though encouraging the staff wasn’t 
specifically on that to-do list, it is heartening 
for us to know that a church 500 miles away 
considers our work so important. Thanks to all 
who serve!  

Road-Trip Teens Take Time to do Good Turn

Campaign Update:

Fundraising for the $2.1 million Phase I is coming to 
a close, and preparations are under way for renova-
tions to begin at our Leadership & Legacy campus 
this summer. We have already started raising the $2.2 
million necessary for Phase II. Learn more about the 
campaign on our website: http://ednamartincc.org.

  Join us for our  
Tenth Annual Golf Outing

• August 16 
• Douglass Park Golf Course
• $75 / golfer — $300 / foursome
• Register on our website 
   or call LeNina (317) 637-3776



Why Reggie supports 
our summer programs  
    And why you should too!  

Reggie 
Brownlee

Reggie will be at our Summer Program and Camp again this summer with his 12-year-old 

sister and 10-year-old cousin. As when he was in fourth grade, he will be working on ways 

to communicate effectively, and will again remember the rules: no cussing, no fighting, no 

disrespecting, and no throwing food. The big difference this year is that now he’s a counselor. After coming to our summer 

programs and camps for seven years, now he is passing on the lessons he learned. “I want 

the kids to know that everything has a purpose,” said Reggie, “that Jesus will always come 

through for them; to respect people and to know their limits, and that they can have fun 

without jumping all over people. “Being young going through here taught me a lot. They showed me the ropes, and now I 

want to show the ropes to others.” And Reggie is one of the favorite mentors; he’s energetic 

“and always willing to play.” The common experience he shares with the kids motivates 

them in a way that another counselor’s experience might not.
Reggie is finishing his junior year at Shortridge High School. He gets good grades (“except 

in Spanish,” he says) and hopes to attend the University of Michigan in a couple years. He 

recognizes that he is where he is now because of all that has been poured into him here. 

Our summer programs start June 11 with day camp. This summer, while our Leadership & 

Legacy Campus is undergoing renovation, we will meet in a nearby school. The summer 

concludes with a week at Indian Creek Baptist Camp in Southern Indiana. 

Donors like you and kids like Reggie have been key to the success of our summer programs 

for decades. Each new generation of kids has been helped by those who have gone before.  

There will be hundreds more in the years to come, each with their own unique struggles to 

overcome. We know Reggie will be there to help them. And we trust that you will help too. 

Please help support our kids by sending your donation in the enclosed envelope today. If 

you can help with any of the items on our Wish List, that would also be appreciated. 

“Thank you for all you’re doing, and please keep doing it,” says Reggie. “We need stronger 

support systems.” 

EDNA MARTINC H R I S T I A N  C E N T E R

Name 

Address

City                                     St    ZIP

Email address:

Home church: 

 $300 provides one week for one child.
 $60 provides one day for one child.
 $ _________ to provide as much as possible. 

Yes! Like Reggie, I want to help the next generation 
of kids this summer! Enclosed is my gift of:

Please return this card with your gift to Edna Martin Christian Center,  PO Box 18388, Indianapolis, IN 46218

Give online at http://ednamartincc.org

name as it appears on the card

card number

expiration date              security code

Credit card information:   
 MC   VISA   Disc   AmEx 



EDNA MARTIN
C H R I S T I A N  C E N T E R

2506 East 25th Street
Indianapolis IN 46218-3608

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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Since the American Heart Association introduced new 
guidelines last year, it is estimated that 56% of Afri-
can-American women have hypertension. And the risk 
increases with age. That’s why EMCC and IU Health are 
partnering to provide blood-pressure checks. Once a 
month, nurses come to our main location and screen 
participants for hypertension and other health condi-
tions. No appointment is necessary and participants 
can get useful health information, all free of charge.  

Too much pressure at 
work? 

 

 

 








 
 
 
 


For more info, contact 
Jamie Scott at  

317-916-9064 or
jscott@ednamartincc.org

Walking for Dreams
Sunday, May 20, 1 pmIt’s easy to support Edna Martin  

Christian Center and the 21 other  
organizations participating in Walking for Dreams.

• Go to http://ednamartincc.org, click on Walking 
for Dreams, and download the pledge form.

• Try to raise at least $100 by finding people who 
will support you; for instance, ask five family 
members or friends for $20 each.

• Turn in the money and the completed form at 
registration.

• Walk with us on May 20!

On-site registration begins at 1 pm, and the walk 
starts at 2 pm, at the north end of the downtown 
canal, (Buggs Temple) at 337 West 11th Street, 
between Meridian St. and Dr. Martin Luther King 
Drive. FREE Parking is available nearby! 

Wish List for Summer Programs, 2018

Goldfish® crackers
Pretzels        Granola bars
Fruit cups     Pudding cups
Teddy Grahams®
Other non-perishable snacks

Liquid glue    Glue sticks
Magazines     Journals 
Card stock
Construction paper
Ziploc® bags
Baking soda
Pipe cleaners
Dry-erase markers
Markers, crayons, colored 
pencils, mechanical pencils, 
and pencil sharpeners
Foam shapes and letters

Snacks

• Weekly reading buddies
• Snack helpers
• Field trip support/sponsors
• Weekly career speakers

Daily Activity Supplies

Hygiene supplies, like:  
deodorant, bar soap, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
body wash, hand soap, hand 
sanitizer, baby wipes
Tissues
Disinfecting wipes
Contact lens solution
Hand sanitizer

Bean-bag chairs
Storage bins (all sizes)
Basketballs
Jump ropes     Hula hoops
Athletic field cones
Nerf® footballs
Foam dodge balls
Air pumps and needles
Giant Jenga®


















Program Supplies



















Giant chess
Giant dominoes
Board games    Craft sets
Reusable plastic water 
bottles
Paper plates
Plastic cups, cutlery 
Ice packs
First-aid kits, including 
Neosporin, peroxide, steril-
izing alcohol, Band-Aids®
Socks
Ziploc bags (sandwich size, 
quart size, and gallon size)
 

Fans
Toothbrushes & toothpaste
Lip balm
Feminine-hygiene products

Shampoo & conditioner
Sunscreen         Lotion
Insect repellent
Bath / beach towels
Washcloths
Combs & brushes
Hair ties
Sleeping bags

Camp Supplies

Volunteers Needed!

 

 
 



 

Want to stay 
up with the 
latest? Just 
follow us on  
Facebook! 


